World Trade Centre
uncertain again

PM cancels today's programme to inaugurate ground-breaking ceremony

NURUL ALAM

Installation of much expected
world trade centre by Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI) at Agrabad has
become uncertain again with the
cancellation of scheduled
ground-breaking ceremony and
change of chamber leadership,
sources said.

All preparations were made for
inauguration of the ground-
breaking ceremony today (De-
cember 22) by Prime Minister
KhaledaZiaas chiefguest.

But the inaugural function was
suddenly cancelled before the
election of CCCI, the main trade
body of the port city, held on
December 14.

The reason for cancellation of

the programme by the PM'could  the projectanditbecameanissue Chowdhury lost to Saifuzzaman installation of WIC in 1995 and !
notbeknownimmediately. leadingtoasplitamongthecham-  Chowdhury Javed in the election.  Prime Minister Khaleda Zialaid its Students of Chittagong Government Arts College brought out a colourful procession celebrating of the Victory Day In the city on
As a result, the outgoing CCCI  berdirectorsbefore theDecember  Javed is son of Awami League foundation stone ceremonially December 16.
© president Amir Humayun 14poll. leader Aktaruzzaman Chowdhury thesameyear. ’

Mahmud Chowdhury, also youn-
ger brother of former commerce
minister Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury, was forced to post-
pone the programme that made
uncertain the construction of
long awaited twin tower like
world trade centre here, sources
added.

"We cancelled the programme
as the PM regretted to attend the
ground-breaking ceremony,” said
AmirHumayun.

Controversy over the tender
bid for the construction of WIC
mighthave led to the cancellation
of the ground-breaking
programme, sources said.

The controversy surfaced when
some directors of the CCCI board
had not accepted the costs offered
by a construction firm selected for

Under such a circumstance,
the CCCI leadership could not
sign agreement with the firm that
initially offered the cost at Tk 266
crore.

The bidding firm brought it
down to Tk 235 crore when some
chamber directors! protested the
offer.

But the bidding firm after a
meeting with the outgoing presi-
dent Amir Humayun just one day
before the chamber election
agreed to reduce the costs to Tk
215 crore for doing the construc-
tion work of WTC, chamber
sourcessaid,

The outgoing senior vice-
president Ershad Ullah who was
all along against the offer, was re-
elected a directorin the newboard
while Amir Humayun Mahmud

Babu.

Talking toThe Daily StarErshad
said "We will not accept this ten-
der bid as the offer was very high.
New board of directors will float a
fresh intemational tender for the
construction of WIC,"

"Earlier, the tender was floated
without any feasibility study and
the whole tender process was not

transparent for which we stood

againstit," headded.

When asked, Amir Humayun
said that the tender process was
done properly as per decision of
the tendercommittee of the cham-
ber.

Amir Humayun lost the elec-
tion battle this time following a
split in board members over the
issue of WI'C, sources said.

The CCCI. took a project for
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ship ﬁtmiture trade on the rise

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD buy the furniture in a lot at auc- i dinning table at Tk 1500 and a worm out in five years, he said.
------------------------------------------------------- tion from a ship grounded for chest of drawer at Tk 2500. The Shah Nawaj, a professional in
One of the thriving buslnesscs in  dismantling: Each ship, particu- price of a set of sofaranged from  the city; said that most of the
ship:breakingris'fast waning in larly the merchant ship, hasalot Tk 4,50016°14,000, sonrces said. materials used in ship furniture
the port city as unscrupulous of furniture, including beds, They, are also of a higher. were bought from the 1ogal mar-
t_mders are using cheap lgcal ; tables, sofas, chest of drawers, demand to the bachelors as the kets while one Mamun of
timber in the name of ship furni- shelves and doors. Furniture latter can easily buy fumiture like  Sitakunda said that 10 percent of
ture. were put on sale in original form single-bed, chest of drawersand  the materials of the ship furni-
EVEI‘)'YW several ocean going  and in a very few cases aftera reading tables within Tk 6 thou-  ture came from ship.
ships are dismantled at different little repair of damaged parts if sand. On the other hand, traders’
yards along the coast at Sitakunda  there was any. But original piece of ship denying the allegation said that
to procure various items such as The ship furniture with very furniture is difficult to be found import of tankers instead of
steel, electronic devices, oil, toilet-  simple but sophisticated designs there now, users said. merchant ships was responsible
ries and furniture, and reasonable durability was of They said that both the quality.  for the non-availability of ship
The husizlless onold furniture.  atremendous demand. The and design of the ship fumiture furniture in original forms.
or ship furniture started with the  furniture are also very lightin had dropped remarkably. Jamal Uddin, manager of a
inception of ship- breaking at weight and available here at The traders now reportedly furniture shop at Pahartoli, said
Sitakunda in the district in the cheap price. make furniture of "kerosine” that a merchant ship brought for
early eighties, People, particularly house- wood, partex like hardboardsand  dismantling provided alot of
Having the nearby ship- wives, who had long been craving plywood with formica in the furniture while the tankers a few.
breaking industries as its prime for household fumniture but could name of ship furniture, they The original colour of ship
source, the business grew up not afford new ones, rushed for added. furniture is also changed during
along over a ten-kilometer ship furniture. In the ship furni- One Saiful Islam said that the remaking, the users said.
stretch of Dhaka-Chittagong ture shops a double bed (box once the ship furniture was . Thebusinessmen now rede-
highway from Pahartoli typed plank) will cost around TK i dud : 8l known for their durability, butat  sign the furniture, coat them in
Colonelhat to Madambibirhat 3000, a semi-double one Tk 2500 ; ' ] : " present they are remade. Today teak colour removing the original
under Sitakunda upazila. and a single-bed (divan like one)  Ship fumiture on sale at a roadside shop at Faujderhat in Sitakunda. (Right) Carpenters are making fumiture using cheaplocal timber, but these will be soldas  the fumniture develops cracks on  sophisticated white-bony colour,
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! By were being lgnored or remained non-  Sloner Rehana Kabir Ranu, SWapna  Chamber of Commerce and Industry as chief guest. from 54 educational institutions took Ma]umuarwaspresamasmief
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. the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce  presented a paper on BITA activities that AR Gmwdrmryspdcaa‘lmefumﬁm s Khair Group Abdur Rahman also spoke. ; Abedin, Daudul Islam and Jahar L2l Nath
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. Bllly Stevens and Toni Stevens perform at a concert titled "The Billitones" at the Institute of Engineers,
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director Jahirul Alam hlghllghledlheTDF to enrich the children's world of knowl-
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