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‘Where nature reigns g
Colours of 'Mandi' people

Inauguration ceremony of the festival

AFSAR AHMED did culture of the Mandis. Thehigh ~ was evident in every step of
. point of the workshop was a cul-  their dance and other perfor-
ARfrom themaddingcrowd ~ tural show by the Mandis of mances. s el ; ;
of Dhaka, a township at Pirgachhaandthelocalculturalen-  Attired in traditional dress. ERSHAD KAMOL quality plays. The festival is ajoyous ~ LiberationBangladesh. 7
Saturia, Manikganj recently  thusiasts, Dokmanda in bright red, yellow A nccg,sionlto be shared with the Later, the theatre personalitics
sparkled with the resplendent cul- - SEHD's programme opened the  and black combination and silver P":?mi Art/ Unit's weekiugg d:a:}l:a aug“’l;’ce' He L Moty e sh?hrﬁ Ihe:lr! experiences in theatre
tural feast of the Mandi, a vibrant . windowof rtunity fi lo- : estival was inaugurated a e ubsequently, Mohammad Bar  wi eaudience.
Sy ySCrEaanyio SHjewelletysun orehiead, ear; walst National Theatre Stage on December  announced the names of the pioneer Sayeed Ahmed read a written

cthnic community struggling to.  cal students to learn about the and toe, eight beautiful teenaged
keep their culture alive. Mandi, Garos who migrated to the north-  girls performed their trad tional
meaning humanbeing, isanindig- e part of greater Mymensingh  Jhum Dance-- Az Ba Cha Aa. The .
enous community, popularly from the Indian states of beats of Dama (drum) and Aduri
known as Garo. The SocietyforEnvi- Meghalaya and Assam about 500  (the horn made of ox- horn) were
ronment and Human Develop.  years ago. They are called Garosas  the traditional accompaniments
ment (SEHD) and'a local NGO of  theyliveinthe Garo Hills.Afeweth-  with the dance. The dance se-
« Manikganj, Gono-Kalyan Trust nologists, However, opine that the.  quencewasavivid depiction of the

20. The festival got off toagood start  theatre personalities such as speechontheplay Golapjan.

with brilliant drum beats and dance Momotaz Uddin Ahmed, Ramendu Justice Habibur Rahman said, "Itis
performance by Sharmila Majumdar, Abdullah Al Mamun, remarkable that besides theatre
Bandyopadhyaya and her troupe Mamunur Rashid, Ataur Rahman, personalitics of Dhaka, the troupe
along with Sachin Dev's song Aami Aly Zaker, Nasiruddin Yousuff hasalso honoured theatre personali-.
Tagdum Tagdum Bajai. Former Chief - Bachchu, Selim Al Deen, M Hamid, tiesatthedistrictlevel'Headded, 'In
Justice. Habibur Rahman was. the Perdausi Majumdar, Sara Zaker, Bangladesh, the continuation of
chief guest while Sayeed Ahmedwas'  Shimul Yousuff, Hem Chandra collective work like theatre for so

Eg;i? ;rgaﬂn:}sifdawc;rfk;lﬁg:g Iz,ul::i G:ﬁg;gﬁ?qoggﬂgeﬁ?;: Nl!.lon: ancient cultivation pra_ct]ccs- of the thespecijal guestofthe ceremony. Bhatyacharya, Khondokar Golam manyyearsisanappreciableeffort.’

rituals between the Mandis and the ﬁzlmsemblglnncabcmrccnthcw LS IS LB E fEoWE In her welcome speech, Rokeya Kader, Mahiuddin Lalu and Mazed Theatre Art Unit's weeklong drama

local people. The G the foll of- - ing seeds and protecting the crops . Mandis, Rafiq Baby, the chief of Theatre At Rana, The troupe honoured them for  festival, titled Jagi Ananda Bhairabe, is
DODDS 1¢ aros, once the follower ol - from the sparrows and preparing A dance item, titled Dukrushua, Unit as well as the convenor of the  their contribution to the neo- dedicated to the memory of theatre

The three-day (December 19-  the ancient religion Sangsarek, are  rice, and then getting ready forthe i i ' F : 4 i ;

21) workshop created ripples mostly Christians now. Nature has  factiual Wangf!a--tl?e da!fce te ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁas‘e\g: ﬁc;l:r::mbund uf;g: festival, said 'Ourobjectiveistostage  theatre-movement in post- personalitylateSMSolaiman.
among the local people who had  animmensesignificanceinthema-  the minute details of the agricul- the chirping of the d[mwccs-' Ilmu : 4 b
scant kﬂm\iﬂdgﬂ about the 5p1cn' tﬂarchalsumetynftthamswluch ture-oriented ”[cstylc of the quence pOﬂl‘ﬂy&d the fl'il:;[ld.ly o

. . teraction of the birds with the sons
: e of 'forest of Arden'. Nomul Roa was
. the tale of teenage girls and their |
joyous moments.

The highlight of the show was,
however, the Chambul Mesha, the
monkey dance. Two boys wore arti-
ficial tails on their back and literally
whirled them by twisting their hips,
mesmerising the crowd. This item
amused the audience and sent
them into fits of laughter. The local
young kids were seen trying their
best to performthe monkey-act!

After a romantic song, a lullaby
dance titled Bisha Dim Dim de-
picted a Mandi mother trying hard
to putherlittie babytosleep. Thelo-
cal performances of songs and Theatre personalities seen with Former Chief Justice Habibur Rahman (4-L) and Sayeed Ahmed (5-L) at the opening
dances were performed during the ceremony Sl
intervals,

Philip Gain, director Of SEHD, | /e tstsstiestn i shes it b bttt
said, "'We have a colourful ethniccul- . =) .
ture which needs preservation and NakChhabltﬂl: A tale Of Conﬂlct
popularising among the Bangalees.
This ventureisaminiscule effortout
of eight such programmes to pro-
mote our culture.'

Namey Narmey Methilameaning
‘thank you' in Mandi language
were the last words uttered by little
performers to the audience at the
end of the colourful interaction be-
tween the ethnic people and

e L 0

Monoj/Mitra's social play Nakchhabita deals:
with the impact of conflict between politics
and family relationships. After many years
Janoki' returns' to her ancestral home at
Mohonpur. This house has a historical
background' in connection with the partition
ofthesubcontinentin 1947. Now, Janoki wants
to manipulate the goodwill of the house for the

A fasclnating Jhum dance coming election. Then a new conflict arises
g Bangalees. amongthekithand kin,
Anya Theatre from Kolkata stages
SLIDE SHOW i : Nakchhabita today at the National Theatre

g Yt e g R INY.  pre TN e RN | L - | StageatShilpakalaAtademy.
Cities in motion displayed at Goéthe™ R e 2
p y i Chakrabarty. Sanchayan Ghosh is the set . i
designer while Tapas Sen is the light designer | g
Fayza HAQ focused on. This is her fifth visitto  time, money and energy doing the  aneffectonus,'said Riemke. oftheplay. j ;i Ay S
Dhaka. She came in 2000 as a frec-  project, Riemke said ' that it took 'One of the purposes of the pro- Susmita Hati, Krisna Datta, Sujit
Aphotographicslideshowwas con- lance architect working with Saiful  twoyears, and she needed support  jectis to encourage confrontations Mukhapadhyayand others performinthe play. A scene from the play
ducted for two days at the Goethe Hugq. Then she prepared an exhibi-  of the Goethe lnsiﬂgut. She did the  with the city environment, which -
Institut. This was arranged by tion on architecture with Goethe dncumerlitarymr.kmﬁerlh'l onher e simply accept without actively J SRR
Claudia Riemke, a visiting archi.  Institut and again for the Design  ownandisherewitheightstudents  perceiving. This process of moving NOW Iames Bond turns Santa
tect, and was called Cities in mo- 2nd Technology Centre (DTC) in  of UAR Dept. of Architecture. The through cities will produce a range y

3 Banani, Riemke said that the peo-  students in Dhaka took the

; ; f tions, from h tode-
pronRiane Aplaed il ives 8 ple here are not familiar with the  Bangladeshi pictures and theywere :ﬁg;:nlofmgﬁmmonc};r?ge:

simultaneous presentation of city dail
y routine of Berlin and Dhaka  the result of a workshop. They had
development in Berlin and Dhaka. 31,4 vice versa as Berlinand Dhaka  been guided and prepared by e

Ex-James Bond Roger Moore will most lovely man to work with,'
have to shed his image of the suave.  Smith was quoted as saying. The

Shesaid thatitwas aboutlivingcon- ke AR 25 ativityand neglect. British spy and adom the garb of pair was so inspired after hearing
ditions in the two cities, especially a.l“é iminmr:{kess ﬁmﬁdﬁiﬁm ﬁ:erahman m?nlhelpelér}{e:nig ‘Bysimultaneously documenting Santa Claus in a cartoon to promote  abouthis work for the UN children's
in ncighbourhood areas, They pre- g ‘maters such as dealing with  turn, inherchoice ofstudents, the dailyroutines of people in major the children's charity, Unicef, charity that they decided to make
sented detals, environment situa-  o;6ehold garbage and how peo- 'People in major cities relate to  Cites on different continents, this according to TheSun. the flick 'to spread'a bit of festive

Moore, who has performed the joy!
role of 007 in seven films stretching * In the flick Roger will appear as
over a period of 12 years, agreed to  Father Christmas who has a crisis
collaborate with animation duo Olly  when Rudolfis too injured to pull the
Smith and Dan Chambers to make gleighon ChristmasEve, {
the hilarious flick, The Fly Who Loved Between 1962 and 1999, there:
Me, after seeing other cartoons they  have been 20 Bond movies, Moore's
hadmade abouthim. first movie as Agent 007 was Live and
‘He was such a good sport and  LetDigin 1973 and hislastwas A View
really good humoured. He is the 1o Killin 1985,

tions where we have our dailyrou- ) : : project will also examine the rela-
) plespend theirleisure hours, 'What  aninestimable number and varie ¢

tine, 'Often these are only subcon- e know in Berlin about Bangla-  of impressions of the urban cnvti): tions between people and citiesina
sclously perceived. This has been  deshis verylittle. We have concepts  ronment. As we move through our  Wider, global context. In some ways
done in cooperation with the De-  of the flood, famine and poverty neighbourhoods, organising our the impressions one gets from the
partmentofArchitecture oftheUni-  and not necessarily anything more ~ daily routines and living our every-  Public spaces of Berlin are unigue,
versity of Asia Pacific (UAP). We fo-  than that. In Bangladeshwhenyou  day lives, we are usingfusing et this project will show that they
cus on architecture and town plan-  talk of Berlin, people think of the up/misusing the city/along the are also comparable to those of
ning aswell,' said Riemke, Reichtad, the German parliament  wayalotofdifferentimpressionsre- Dhaka,' Riemkeadded

Riemke is very familiar with the  building.' sult from our environment, both This exhibition will be on the
Dhanmondi area, which has been Askedifshebhadtospendalotof positive and negative, which have InternetuntilApril2005. !
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News Headlines (Bangla) al B:55
am,12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm, 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) &t 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lato Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:45 am. 8:00am.
7:15 pm, 8:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telocast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm, 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

Nari Gharey Bairey Jawbreaker
Onntvat6:55pm OnHBOat7:45pm

Programme on women issues Genre; Comedy/Crime

Hosted by Mehzad Galib Cast: Rose McGowan, Rebecca Gayheart, Julie Benz
Produced by Alamgir Hossaln

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and

English) at11:30pm. i liza by Asia
Latest News [Bangla) al 9:00 a.m,10:00 : janipnalors)
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News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm, 5:00
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Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Engligh) al11:30 pm.
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