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- Small Spaces, Big Dreams ||

'"We hope to make the festival
a success'--Mohammad Bari

ERSHAD KAMOL

Mohammad Bari is the founder General Secretary of the
theatre troupe-- Theatre Art Unit. Initially he started his
theatre activities with Dhaka Padatik in 1989. Later, along
with eminent theatre personality of the country-- SM
Solaiman--he formed Theatre Art Unit on October 22,
1992,

The ongoing drama festival is their third effort. Earlier
the troupe arranged two festivals in 1992 and in 1998, Of
the 12 productions of the group Mohammad Bari has
performed in all the plays except Golapjan, which is a
solo performance by the protagonist-- Golapjan. Last

-year, theirlatest production Thnoporne Shalmonjori won
| the best stage drama award and Bari played avital role in
the play. He is one of the major cast members of the play
CourtMartialwhich has already completed the 150-show
milestone.

Following the death of SM Solaiman, Bari is now bear-
ing the responsibility of the director for the play-- Court
Martial, As the co-convenor of the current festival, Bari
says, 'Itis difficult to arrange a festival, particularly bring-
ing theatre groups from other countries. Cultural activi-
ties in Bangladesh need promotion. The festival has been =
arranged in the most modem and expensive theatre hall
in the country. We are proud of the arrangement, since.  National TheatreStageat Shilpakala Academy. Wehopeto
this is the first time that we are organising afestivalinthe  makethe festival asuccess.,'

......................................................................................................................................

Singaporean photographer
presents the
modern-life dilemma

" CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HRISYap's presentation ofhis subject--Small

Spaces, Big Dreams--at Drik Gallery as part of

the ongoing Chobi MelaIll isveryinteresting.
A symmetrically presented collage in style, the dis-
playbrings in the photographer's subjectin the small
space ofthe frame--cormrespondingtoitstitle.

Yap believes that "human beings are bom with an
innate resistance to the changes around'. "While we
constantly hear about people caving in under pres-
sure--be it physical or spiritual--we don't give in
easily,' he says. The modem life necessitates space
having 'multitude of uses, simultaneously or other-
wise'. And just keeping that in mind, Yap presents
nine different shots on asingle canvas portraying the
‘multitudeof uses' brilliantly.

'In land-scarce Singapore, we learn to deal with
limits in living spaces,' Yap explains, '"Thevoid deck
below the public housing blocks is'a place for both
living and dying.'The bathroom can be a private
sarctuary. The homeis aworkplace, and aworkplace
is often more hospitable than home,’ says Yap. His
canvas presents glimpses of the living room, kitchen,

{88 balcony, bathroomand portico, amongothers.
Vit The collage projects the continuous litany--"Make
and; s make space', but italso reflects the conviction
ofthe city-dwellers--"Weare resistant.'

The exhibition runstill December 23, the closing
dayofChobiMelalll,
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greatly influenced by Western
culture,

Today Anya Theatre, the troupe
from Kolkata, stages Shodhbodh at
the National Theatre Stage at
Shilpakala Academy at 6:30 p.m. as
part of the weeklong drama festi-
val arranged by Theatre Art Unit.

Through the love story of Satis
and' Nalini, Rabindranath Tagore

“has shown the follies of the fash-
ionable elite class of this region
who are influenced by the West.

Bivas Chakraborty directs

. Shodhbodh. Badal Das is the light
designer while Ranjit Chakraborty
isthesetdesigner.

Shulakkhana Chakraborty, Anita
Sarkar, Partha Bandyopadhyay and
others performin the play.

A satire presented by Anya Theatre

What happens to those who ape
Western culture mindlessly?

Tagore's play Shodhbodh satires the
lifestyle of those Bangalees who are

Swades llghts up the sﬂver screen
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Ferdousi Rahman a singer of repute,
stepped info the world of music as a

theeminentsingerrecently. Excerpis:

Music--andmore music. I feel that through-
out my career--first as @ singer and later as a
teacher-- Iuas blessed.

The programme, which 1 conducted on
children, Esho Gaan Shikhi s still popular.
With a gap of two years  have been training the
young talents on TV from the very inception.
Khan Ataur Rahman, Azad Rahman anda few
others have occasionally conducted the
progmamine, but somehotv people have always
admired myway of presentation.

What'sthesweetest thingaboutyou?

People often ask how I manage to smile all
the timeand enliven theatmosphere whereveri
go.ltakethatasacompliment.

Whatisthe worst thing aboutyou?
Nowadays, 1 get agitated quite fast and get
tenseover trivial matiers.

als are fun to work on. I also love to experiment

sharewithus?

During the early '60s, we were qitite used to
live broadcasts from the radio. And there were
times when we had amusing experiences as
well. At Shahbag radio station, we were per-
forming for some special event. Big names like

la Arjurmnand Banu, Rawshan Ara Masud
andmany others were also performing. Allofa
sudden, Rawshan Ara Masud began to giggle
over something As you know laughing is con-
tagious, and it was impossible for us 1o stop
laughing. Abdul Ahad, our music direcitor,
looked atus helplessly from the other side of the
glass, Somehow, we managed to finish the song
andweallsighedwith reliefat theend.

Whatareyourmemorable experiences ¥
During my long career, I have had the privi-

istes, we utilised ourtime optimally. Even while
travelling through the mountainous regions of

cal maestros NazakatAliand Salamat All,
Your first playback/superhit playback

My first playback was a famous bhawaiya O
Mor Kala Rey Kala for the filf Aasia, in 1958.
The song Poraney dola dilo ekon bhromora for
the film Sutorang , directed by Subash Duitt,
composed by Sattya Saha was the first superhit
song out of over 1,000 songs I have sung play-
back.

Whatareyour prestigious awards?

I'have been awarded with many prestigious
awards like the Ekushey Padak and the

Swadhinata Padak--- but the most important

thingtameistheloveaf myardent fans.

Three years ago, Bol!ywno_d director
Asutosh Gowarikar had 'set the box
office on fireand won an Oscar nomi-

'Ommfsvr. ganisor: Theatre Art Unit ung girl of six. She has been a major lege to work with great composers such as nation for his film Lagaan, starri

Venue: National Theatre Stagoat :lv'iogumgﬁ l‘hér cultural scenario for n;;m Whatinterestsyouother thanmusic? | Abdul Ahad, Sattya Shaha, Samar Das, Khalil AamirKhaninthe Icadgrulc. ﬁndl;?;%
gl izl | ; 3 I take great interest in designing saris for — anand Nisar Bazmi and many more. As art- he is back to his roots with the com-
Shilpakala Academy 3l than 50years.The Daily Starmetupwith  pyelf. In doing so, 1find thatour deshi materi- S R R

Swades featuring another Khan and

i What's your nickname? wi dishes at regular intervals, In addi- ’
 Group | - N e rfaiil;:;‘;i;rigfntmm'ordquéi‘:;!g #1885 Muree during our musica tours abroad, on a SR e
{ : bus, I remember taking lessons from the classi- A an.
Whatkeepsyougoing? Anyhilariousexperience youwouldliketo ng S Thare are catain things common

between Lagaan and Siwades; inter-
nationally-feted Allah Rakha
Rahman is the music director of
both, the two films are setin a village
and deal with thought-provoking
issues, the heroines in both the
movies (Gracy Singh in the earlier
and Gayatri' Joshi in the second)
make theirscreen debut.

But the similarities end there.
Lagaan, set in pre-Independence
India, was action-packed and
revolved around a one-day cricket
match, Swades, on the other hand,

+ portraying the story of an Im:hnn

engineer (played by Shah Rukh

Shah Rukh Khan in Swades

Khan) at the American space agency.
NASA and his return to his village, is
more emotional, filled with
romance, humour and gréat music,
says Gowarikar.

'Shah Rukh is able to getinto the
skin of the character he portrays in
the filmand AR Rahman's musicwill
greatly contribute to the film's
appeal,'said thedirector.
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News Headiines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

Nows (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:45 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, :00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.

News (Bangla) &t 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and

English) at11:30 pm.

Genre: Drama serial

Directed by Shahidul Islam Mintu

Cast: Abul Hayat, Ishita, Mahfuz Ahmed

Genre: Action/Crime/ Thriller
Cast: Bruce Lee, John Saxon, Kien Shih
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4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm. ¢ _-5‘:341 -'3:30%55'@40!5@'55':-3""4_30 ! mpﬁm

News Headines (Bangla) at 10:00 am, (145 Wiminglondon | 530 mmwrﬁfsmes\-
12:00 am, 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm, smnm SR Lo i | TR

News (Bangia) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00 = 600, ShaadiNumber One
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