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ERSHAD KAMOL

MINENT artist Kalidas

Karmakar's solo art

exhibition, titled Alluvial
Faces 2,1s on at the Gallery Kaya at
Urttara. Itis the 59th solo exhibition
of the artist. Through installations,
lithography, paintings and mixed
media, Kalidas has successfully
portrayed the contemporary social
turmoil and'its impact on the
individual's psyche. Kalidas
presents different Alluvial Faces
series depicting this subject in
different media.

Each of his digital lithographs of
the Alluvial Faces series is the
portrait of a human being
containing delicate wavy lines,
whichrepresents thestruggle ofthe
inhabitants' of Bangladesh to
survive the vagaries of nature as
well as the follies of the society. The
linear lines on the portraits, similar
to the Tibetan Buddhist art trend,
represent the complexities of the
human being. 'I' am applying
computerised' digital lithography
technique for the first time in this
region,' Kalidas claims. ' The work
process of digital lithography is
similar to the traditional one;
however, through laser technology
splendid engravings can be created
by a special computerised litho-
machine,’ he adds. The exhibition
contains 25lithographicpieces,

Kalidas says, 'Day by day, we are
losing our ratipnality in this
materialistic society and getting
transformed into lifeless elements.'
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And he interestingly illustrates his
concept in his Holy Symbol series.
The mixed media presentation is
done on washi, a special kind of
Japanese hand-made papier

Alluvial Faces 2

Art exhibition representing contemporary society

Kalidas Karmakar with one of his art works

mache.

Another Alluvial Faces series
using ink and gouache on paper,
depicts bright colours like black,
red and blue, symbolising the
vulgarity and terrorism in society.
He has used ink, washi, pastel on
paper and light colours like burnt
sienna, light green, light yellow in
another Alluvial Faces series.
Realistically this series presents the
sufferings of women in' this
materialisticsociety.

Kalidas' acrylic Alluvial Faces
presents two themes--what should
happen in the society and what is
happening instead. Eight

abstractionist paintings of the
series reflect his optimism abouta
better future, a characteristic style
of the Hinduism-based presenta-
tion. The destroyed human images
are in bumnt sienna while another
colourful frame at the corner
symbolically represents a better
future, Kalidas's optimism is also
seen in the final Alluvial Faces series
in exhibition, in which he has used
triangularblue canvas and afewred
strokes on it. In the style of the Old
Testament, in which the triangle
represents "God's Eye', Kalidas has
symbolically presented divinity.
The most interesting of all is,

however, his presentation of mixed
media and objects on metal sheet.
He has presented the whole society-
-anti-social activity, black money,
frustration of the common people--
onasingle canvasbyusing symbolic
coloursand metal objects.

A typical Kalidas is found in
these mixed media and collage
works. Kalidas says, 'I really enjoy
playing with colours and circles, as
our entire life moves in a cyclic
order. 1 have tried to present the

" complete life style through

different types of circles, lines and
coloursinthecollage.'

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Abdur Nur Tushar, a doctor by
profession, is a popular anchor of a
magazine' programme for BTV.
Stepping into the media world at the
age of 18, he has been active on the
small screen; He talks with our
cultural’ correspondent=about his
workinTV.

Thebeginnings

While still ‘a student, Tushar first
appeared in BTV as a debater. Later,
he was offered a chance to anchor in
Open University programmes. From
then on, he hosted several quiz and
educational programmes. From
19985, he began to anchor! the
magazine programme Shubheccha
for BTV,

Programmes on the anvil

alreadybeen completed.

Required skills for ananchor

audience.

Chit-Chat with Tushar

The health related programme, titled Dehagor, is to be aired soon after
the ground work is finalised. The scripts and other related works have

Tushar is also doing some children's programmes -- Horlicks Genius
Bangladesh and Pepsodent Brain Check. In addition, he has also begun
another children's programme, TbrkoJuddho,

Tushar believes that 'anchoring a magazine show requires skill and
imagination. The person has to have presence of mind and quick wits." In
the absence of a skillful'host; he says, the programmes fail to attract
attention. It is not easy to participate and present the entire show at the
same pace. As a result quality makers are fading away and  so is the

A festival of seven Européan films
started yesterday at the British
Council auditorium. Jointly
organised by the European
Commission Member States, the
Dutch Embassy, cultural
institutes of the EU and Rainbow
Film Society, the five-day festival
showcases films from the
Netherlands, *Finland; Norway, '
UK, Germany, Slovenia and
France.

Besides the member states of
the EU, the festival is supported by
the European Coordination of
Eilm Festivals that presents about
220 films every year, says a press
release,

festival was Young Kees by Dutch
director AndréVan Duren. i

The inaugural film of the '

EU Film Festival begins

The schedulesi of the festival
are:

December19

05:30 pmOne-way Ticket to*
Mombasa of Hannu Tuomainen
(Finland/Norway)

07:30 pmThe Claim of Michael
Winterbottom (UK)

December20 ;

05:30pmAnansi of Fritz'
Baumann (Germany)

December21

05:30pmBlind Spor of Hanna
AntoninaWojcik Slak (Slovenia)

07:30 pmNowhere in Africa of
Carolin Link (Germany)

December22

07:30pmThose Who Love Me
can Take the Train of Patrice
Chereau (France)

REUTERS

A guitar, played by George
Harrison of the Beatles, sold for
$567,500 on Friday, topping the bill
at what auction house Christie's
said was its biggest ever sale of
showbusinessmemorabilia.

The Gibson SG electric guitar,
played by Harrison from 1966-
1969, was the star attraction

among over 400 lots, ranging from’

Rare Beatles guitar auctioned at Christies

guitars and clothing to scraps of
papersigned by stars.

The guitar, which had a pre-
sale estimate of $500,000, was
used while recording the Beatles'
Revolveralbum. John Lennon also
played it on what is commonly
knovmas TheWhite Alburm.

The Beatles guitar was recently
rediscovered and has been on
loan to the Rock and Roll Hall of
Famesince 2002,

Contribution of Jatra artistes
during Liberation War

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Jatra pala, a decaying rural art form, is often the subject of
seminars and symposiums. However, little is known

- about the stellar contribution of the jafra artistes during

ourLiberationWar,

Jatra is an implicit art form. Through the stories of
historical characters, the jatra artistes deliver several
messages. Jatra pala is directed towards' generating
public awareness through their typical rhythmic voice
modulation. It was popular art form amongst the
common people for its power to strengthen rationality
through a characterknown as Bibek.

Jatar pala has a glorious history. It was considered as
the sharp tool against injustice. Mukundu Das, a bard,
and his troupe, were a threat against the British raj. It was
an equally active art form against the oppression of the
I akismlllﬂghﬂe.

Few jatra troupes like Bashonti Opera, Babul Opera,
Joy Durga Opera and others were active at different parts
of the country to mobilise the masses in the Independ-
encestruggle.

Going back in time to the freedom struggle, acclaimed
Jatra artiste of the countryJochhonaBiswas said, ' During
ourLiberation War, there were a few popular jatra trouipes
which staged jatra on a regular basis. Our
troupeBashonti Opera staged jatraat the northern partof
the country, We used to stage Ekti Poisha pala, which was
based on asix-point demand, a manifesto of Liberation
by Bangladesh Awami League, Moreover, the main artiste
of our troupe Jatra Samrat Amolendu Biswas presented
Gonoshongeet (song of mass people) in the remote areas
to generate public awareness of the Independence
struggle. When 'we felt insecure because of the brutal
attack of The Pakistani military and its collaborators, we
crossed the borderand shifted toWest Dinajpur.

'Later, we moved to Kolkata and joined Bangladesh
Mukti Shohayak Samity (MSSS), an active
organisation during our Liberation War. We staged Shurjo
Shakkhi, a pala which delivered the message of
Independence. And we contributed money at the fund for

Renowned Jatra ariiste‘.fochhona Biswas seen in one of
her roles as BanditQueen

thefreedomfighters, ' said Biswas.

Babul Operawas active at Comillaregion. Their Chand
Sultana Pala also delivered the messages of independ-
ence.

However, this glorious chapter in our history remains
unknown to many. We seldom come across the stories of
torture they faced at the hands of the Pakistani army. But,
their immense contribution will always be treasured in
thehearts ofmillions. i

VICTORY DAY CELEBRATIONS IN THE CITY

Victory celebrations were held In sev-
eral venues of Dhaka amidst festivity
andjoy.

Given below.is a glimpse of the day's
happenings:

1. Bijoy Utsab '04 by Sammilito
Sanskritic Jote at Rablndra Sarovar in
Dhanmondi.

2.Ascene from ShishuRajjya, aplay hy‘
Kishore Theatre at Central Shaheed
Minar. ;

The New ShobujOpera
OnATN Banglaat8:30 p.m.
Genre: Drama serial

Cast: Jayanto Chattopadhyay, Fazlur Rahman Babu

The Witches of Eastwick
OnHBO at8:30pm

Genre: Comedy/Fantasy/Horror
Cast: Jack Nicholson, Cher, Susan Sarandon,

Vs Inia 2nd Test (1)
. Harsha Closeup Dream

R R

Director: Mamunur Rashid
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