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Almost a good
day for the
Tigers

STAFE CORRESPONDENT from Cig

The wise words of Wasim Akram in.
his 'ministry of cricket' on the sec-
ond of the Chittagong Test had an
impactforthehome side. :

The former Pakistan captain
tumed TV, commentator empha-
sised on three important things
before Habibul Bashar's men took
tothe field in a desperate attemptto
limitthe flowofIndia's runs,

Akram, the best left-arm seamer
world cricket has ever seen, advised
the Tigers to swing the ball, and take
theircatches.

It paid off as Narail Express
Mashrafee-Bin Mortuza dismissed
master batsman Sachin Tendulkar
leg before with the day's very. first
ball. He also took the prized scalp of
Rahul Dravidinalively spell thatleft
of the Indian batsmen in discom-
fort.

The catching also showed a
marked improvement with
Manjarul Rana, who dropped
Gautam Gambhir in the slip on'the
first daywith the southpaw then on
44, made amends taking aspectacu-
lar running catch to get rid of
Harbhajan Singh. Also a wily left-

arm spinner Mohammad Rafigue .

plucked the ball out of the air to
complete, a smart return catch
ending VVS Laxman's brief stay at
the crease,

It appeared that Bangladesh
were playing to their potential when
the opening pair Nafees Igbal and
Javed Omar shown some grit when
it was the tum of the hosts to start
their chase for a massive Indian
score of540. '

But as always happens,
Bangladesh pressed the panic
button losing three wickets' just
before close ofplay.

SerenaWilliams
{Americantennis star)
"Fora Serenayear; itwasn'tsuperb,”
On hez failure to win a Grand Slam

titlein 2004,

T

PHOTO; AFP

THAT'S THE BIGGEST ONE: Bangladesh fast bowler Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza celebrates scalping Indla's master batsman Sachin Tendulkarwith the very first
ball on the second day of the second and final Test at the MA Aziz Stadium in Chittagong yesterday.

Rafique's spin worry

Et§ 0 Cricket

BISHWAJIT ROY from Chittagong

Mohammad' Rafique said that he
would have loved to bowl at the
Indiansagain on this wicket,

But the persevering left-arm
spinner, fresh after his four-wicket
haulonthe second day ofthesecond
Test at the MA Aziz Stadium, felt that
it would be highly unlikely after
India amassed 540 runs in their first
essay.

His fear was not unrealistic as
Bangladesh, already three down for
only 50 runs on the board, face a tall
ordertosavethefollowon.

Rafique was interested to bowl
because he knew that the track was
goingto aid the spinners forthe next
threedays,

"The pitch will definitely turn
into a paradise for spinners. So we
must be very careful against their
twin operators (Anil Kumble and

Harbhajan Singh) tomorrow if we
are tostand any chance of saving the
match,” said the left-arm spinner,
who finished the day with four
wickets for 156 runs in a marathon
50-overspell.

The biggest satisfaction for the
34-year-old on the day was that he
hardly allowed Sourav Gan zuly, one
of the finest exponents against
spinners, to freehisarms, y

"You knowit is very difficult for a
left-arm spinner to contain the free-
scoring Indians but I used the track
to dry up the runs. I tested his
{Ganguly's) patience with a tight
line and I'm happy that I frustrated
him' so much that it caused his
downfall," said Rafique, who had
Gangulycaughtinthe deep for88,

"' would'have liked to bowl a
second time on the track but1know
itisverydifficult," he added.

Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza was the
other successful bowler of the day,
The Narail quick was delighted after
dismissing Sachin Tendulkar with
the very first ball of the day and

claiming Rahul Dravid for the sec-
ond matchinarow.

"I'm really excited. It i5 a memo-
rable day for mebecausel dismissed -
two great Indian batsmen. 1 was
successful against Dravid in the first
Test butfailed to pick up Tendulkar's
wicket at Dhaka; Getting both bats-
men here is satisfying because the
wicket was'not at all assisting the
bowlers," hesaid.

Bangladesh coach Dav
Whatmore was all praise for the
efforts of his two main bowlers but
was disappointed by the batsmen's
performance.

"I'think the bowlers were very
itnpressive against the formidable
Indian batting but all the good work
went vain near the day. The batting
failed to carry the momentum ! the
bowlers had created especially in
the momingsession,” he said.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the second

day of the second and final Test
SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

Usha upend MSC

K28 Hockey

UNB, Dhala

Usha Krira Chakra could not think of
a better way to celebrate their
maiden' victory over giants
Mohammedan Sporting Club as
they thrashed the Motijheel outfit5-
1 in a key Green Delta Premier
Division Hockey League match at
the Maulana Bhasani National
Stadiumyesterday.

Since inception in 1984, this was

for the first time that the old town
outfit, who have three Pakistani
players in their ranks, had beaten
Mohammedan in the prestigious
league. The famous win' also gave

themasololeadinthe meet.

By virtue of the day's creditable
win, Usha stretched their collection
to 18 points from seven matches to
dominate the league after losing
their lone match to' Abahani on
Thursday.

And the day's ignominy ensured
that the black and whites, who also
boast an Indian, were pushed down
to the fourth position. This was their
first defeatin the meet.

Holders Abahani, who so far are
unbeaten, followed the leaders with
16 points from six matches while
Dhaka Mariner Youngs Club were in
the third' position with 15 points
fromsevenoutings,

Captain of the Pakistan Olympic
team Mohammed Nadeem struck

twice while Mazharul Islam, Yamin
Hossain and skipper Moududur
Rahman Shuvo scored one goal each
for Usha KCwho dominated the first
half2-1, :

Skipper Ariful Haq Prince scored
the consolation goal for the last
year's nners-up.

Usha were the deserved winners
as they outplayed their gigantic
opponents in all the departments,
especiallyin the second half:

Mazharul Islam put Usha ahead
in the 13th minute by a perfect hit
utilising a pass from Asif-a-Noor (1-
0) while Ariful Haque restored parity
after five minutes converting a
Rajonpass(1-1).

Pakistani forward Nadeem, the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

@ Cricket

AFP, Perth

Stylish right-hander Damien
Martyn was 100 not out as Australia

twisted the knife -in a lifeless

Pakistan Saturday, setting a massive
564-run victory target and giving
themselves two full 'days of the first
Testto bowl the visitors outs

After Australia had declared their
second innings at 361 for five,
Pakistan were 18-1 at stumps. Badly
out-of-form opener Imran Farhat
had gone for one while Salman Buitt
was on eightand Younis Khanseven.

To add to the visitors' woes, star
paceman Shoaib Akhtar was taken
for X-rays after injuring his left
shoulder while fielding shortly after
lunch.

He did not retumn to the match
butlooked onwith his arm in a sling
as his teammates endured another
day of torment in the field as
Australia amassed a'massive lead of
563 before declaring their second
innings closed at 361 for five.

CGaptain Inzamamul Hag was
also in the wars, unable to take the
field betweenlunch and teadue toa
stomachvirus,

Australia, with alead of 217 when
play began, turned the screws fur-
theron Pakistan during the day.

Buttheir tally featured two disap-
pointing dismissals for captain
RickyPonting and Justin Langer, the
firstinningsherowith 191,

Langer went agonisingly close to
becoming the first player to'score a
century in each innings of a Test at
the Western Australian Cricket
Association ground, reaching 97
before he was bowled by all-rounder
Abdul Razzag,

" Ponting went even ‘closer to a
century but fell for 98, dragging his
back foot and stumped by
wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal while
trying to sweep leg-spinner Danish
Kaneria.

The Australian skipper had not
scored a Test century in his last 17
innings, since the Boxing Day Test
againstIndiain Melbournelastyear.

But local hero Martyn made
amends when he reached 1C ~ his
fifth century for the year -- prompt-

ingPontingtodeclare.

"Making a century on home soil
is always a nice feeling," Martyn
said.

Opener Matthew Hayden eatlier
was bowled by Akhtar in the mom-
ing session for 10 with the score on
28.

But Ponting and Langer crushed
any lingering Pakistani hopes,
adding 163 for the second wicket.

Pakistan are due to play twomore
Tests, the first starting in Melbourne
on Boxing Day and the second'in
Sydney on January 2 and will need

Aussies stifle Pakistan

. paceman Akhtar fit if they are to

have any chance of upsetting their
hosts.

Officials were optimistic Akhtar
would be fit to play in the ﬁna& two
Tests.

Western Australian Cricket
Association spokesman Shaun
Taylor said Akhtar had been taken
for X-rays but it was unlikely there
was any serious damage to his
shoulder.

"He's unlikely to play again in

this game but he will be fine for the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

FHOTO; AFP

HOMETOWN HERO: Damien Martyn waves to the Western Australian crowd
uponreaching his century against Pakistan in Perthyesterday.

‘Lankan Academy

win emphatically
UNB, Dhaka

Visiting Sti Lanka Cricket Academy
registered a convincing eight-wicket
victory against Bangladesh High
Performance (HP) Squad’' on the
third day of the four-day match at
the Fatullah Cricket Stadium. in
Narayanganjyesterday.

Resuming the dayon 123 for 4in
thesecondinnings, the HP side were
bowled out for 189 in 67.1 overs as
the visitors were seta 35-run target.

Top-scorer Tushar Imran, who
was 59 not out overnight, could add
only four runs to the score before
being caught by Abeydeera’ off
Chaminda Vidanapathirana, He
batted for 158 minutes and faced
126 balls thatfeatured nine fours.

Another useful contributions
came from wicketkeeper Mushfiqur
Rahim, who made 33 runs off 98
balls, and Syed Russel, 31 0ff47.

Vidanapathirana led the Lankan
Academy bowling claiming four
wickets for 27 runs while Chanka
Wijaysinghe and Damith
Gunathilake took two wickets each

SEE PAGE 14 COL 5

Simmons looks to-
Bangladesh tour

'PALLAB BHATTAGHARYA, New Delhi

The beleaguered Zimbabwe cricket
team, bedeyilled' by revolt and
desertion by white players, is look-
ing forward 'to/next month's away
series against Bangladesh to pro-
vide an indicator of the progress
made by the young African side,
"We are going to Bangladesh with
a lot of hope and next month will
showhowmuch we have improved,"
said its coach and' former West

‘Indies batsman Phil Simmons.

He told reporters in southemn
Indian coastal city of Visakhapat-
nam, where the team is training for
the tour, that Zimbabwe was now a
young team and there were players
who candowell.

"Besides, the players have
trained hard in thelast fewmonths,"
added Simmons who replaced
former Australian opener Geoff
Marsh who left as Zimbabwe coach
inSeptember.

innings of the Chittagong Testyesterday.
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«CAPTAIN IN THE ACT: India captain Sourav Ganguly sets off for-a single on way to scoring a fine 88 in the first

Solid England reply

REUTERS, Port Elizabeth

Openers. Marcus Trescothick and
Andrew Strauss shared an unbeaten
century stand on Saturday to give
England a solid start in reply to
SouthAfrica's 337 onthe second day
ofthe first Test.

At tea England were 109 without
loss: with Trescothick on 33 and
Strauss on 54, the fourth half-
centuryofhisfledgling Test career.

Earlier Boeta Dippenaar scored
110, his third century, to assist the
home side's recovery from 66 for
three on Friday.

South Africa, who won the toss
and chose to bat, resumed on 273 for
seven with Dippenaar on 79 and
ThamiTsolekile onsix.

Dippenaar reached'his century

in the 14th over of the day with an
uppercutforfourthroughbackward
point off fast bowler Stephen

Harmison.
He was out four overs later when
he edged a drive off fast bowler
SEE PAGE 14 COL 2

Latest

STAR SPORT MONITOR

Opener Andrew Strauss completed
a fine century as England reached
227-1bythe closeonthesecond day
ofthe first Test against South Africa
at Port Elizabeth yesterday. Strauss,
who put on 152 runs for the first
wicket with Marcus Trescothick
(47), was batting on 120 and Mark
Butcher was not out on 24 at the
otherend.

VIJAY E
Ex-India captain
Hazare no more

REUTERS/AFP, New Delhi

Former Indian cricket captain Vijay
Hazare, who led the country to their
first ever Test victory, has died in the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1
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