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Delhi should consult
plan with neighbours

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India should ‘consult now with its
neighbouring countries about its
plans to link the rivers in India,
Speakers ffom Nepal and
Bangladesh told an international
conference yesterday on the Indian
River-Linking Project (IRLFP),

Former foreign secretary CM .

Shafi Sami told the conference that
the idea must be explained to the
people and the stakeholders as soon
as possible to promote understand-
ingand better regional cooperation.
"The lack of information on what
India is considering might breed
more conflicts and misunderstand-
ing in the long run," he said presid-
ingover the plenary session.
However, the Indian govern-
ment's position 'was defended by
George Verghese, a member of the
taskforce in India that had been
responsible for implementing the
plan. He told the conference thatthe

idea was still only at a conceptual
stage and the feasibility studies were
notyet complete. He said the neigh-
boutring countries should' only be
consulted once the proposals had
beenfinalised.

He admitted that there had been
some discussions with the UNDP
and the World Bank but explained
that this was because it'would be
necessary to seek funding for the
projectifitweretogo ahead.

George Verghese, who was repre-
senting the Centre for Policy

Research, New Delhi, also told the -
conference on 'Regional.

Cooperation on Trans-boundary
Rivers: Impact of the Indian River-
Linking Project' that the proposal
would neither deprive the neigh-
boturing: countries of water of the
common rivers nor destroy the bio-
diversity of the downstream regions
assomehad suggested.

He said the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA)' of

India had been trying to find a
solution to the water scarcity prob-
lems suffered in the south-westand
north of India during the dry sea-
son. Ithad come up with theidea of
linking the rivers 5o that during the

- Tainy season water could be saved

and used in the dry areas at other
times ofthe year.

Millions of people in a large part
of India ate living on land that could
tum into ‘desert, he said, and the
Indian government must take pre-
cautionary steps to avert a possible
disastrous situation. Bangladesh, on
the other hand, is in a much better
position, he noted.

"Transferring water from one
place to another for human use has
been a natural process from' the
beginning of civilisation." He criti-
cised those people who oppose the

 river-linking issue by describing it as

'extraction' and 'anti-
environmental'.
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Rickshaws clog Paltan road in a mockery of a daylong rickshaw strike enforced by the rickshaw-pullers in the city
yesterday to protestthe governmentmaking the road from Kalabagan to Azimpuroutof bounds forthe three-wheelers.

Ruhng coalition

candidate wins
Comilla by-poll

STAFE Conmzspownm, Comilla

Ruling coalition candidate Zakaria '

Taher Sumon won the Comilla-7 by-
election held yesterday amid low
turnout of voters and casting of false
votes.

The BNP-led alliance candidate
bagged 77,072 votes while his near-
est rival Jatiya Party (Ershad) nomi-
nee Nurul Islam Milon polled
34,259,

The by-election boycotted by the
main opposition Awami League (AL)
was held almost peacefully.

The opposition candidate how-
ever alleged intimidation on voters
by the ruling BNP men at different
places during the! polls while the
ruling party candidate denied the
allegation.

Seven candidates contested ' the
election but only the BNP and JP
polling agents were available at the
centres.

Huge contingent of police, army,
BDR and Ansar were deployed' to
maintainlawand order.

The constituency fell vacant
following the death of ruling BNP
lawmaker KMAbuTaher.

TANORE RAPE

Victim shifted
to Dhaka after
threat '

ANWAR AL, Rajshahi

The Rajshahi chapter of Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers
Association (BNWLA) sent the
victim of the Tanore gang rape and
her son'to Dhaka yesterday, one day
ahead ofthe schedule, fearing attack
and facing pressure from certain
fjuarters.

"We could not dare keep them in
our office anylonger, as I have been
receiving repeated phone calls
asking for their location," BNWLA
Rajshahi division chief Advocate Dil

_Sitara Begum told The Daily Star

before boarding a microbus with the
woman and her eight-year-old son
yesterdaymoming,

Dil Sitara did not name the call-
ers but said they were influential

people.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Students and teachers of Siddheshwari Girls High School fly a black flag at the school premises yesterday to mourn
their headmistress Sabera Begum Baby who along with her daughterwas murdered on Thursday.

US won't strike Irah,

DPRK over nukes

Says Powell

AP, Washington

Outgoing Secretary of State Colin
Powell said Friday he doesn't regret
being thepublic face for the Bush
administration's international call
towarinIraq.

Now diplomacy is making head-
way in containing nuclear threats in
Iran'and North Korea, he said'in an
Associated Pressinterview.

The former Army general sug-
gested 'he will remain in public life
somehow: ;

“I've still got some treadwear left

onme,"hesaid.

Powell plans to leave office early
next year, President Bush has nomi-
nated White House national security
adviser Condoleezza Rice to replace
him.

International pressure is putting
a "heat lamp on Iranian nuclear
activity, and the whole world is now
concemed aboutit," he said.

North Korea, Powell said, is a
problem thattime mayhelp tosolve,

"The president is committed to
finding a political, diplomatic solu-
tion. We believe that ultimately

North Korea will determine that it is
theirbestinterest," he said.

Powell said there are no plans to
launch a military strike on Iran,
which has suspected nuclear weap-
ons facilities, or to take military
action in North Korea. Bush linked
the two countries with Iraq as an
"axis ofevil" in2002.

"In the Pentagon, people are
always thinking about the unthink-
able," Powell said of a potential
Iranian/ strike. "But there are no
military plans about to be launched

. SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Attempts to
disturb peace
won't be
tolerated: PM

UNB, Adamjeenagar

. Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-

day said the prevailing peaceful
atmospherein the country has to be
maintained toimplement the devel-
opment programmes. initiated by
the government and cautioned that
any attempt to disturb the situation
would notbe tolerated.
"Development is possible only if
there.is political stability," she said
while addressing apublic meeting at
Adamjeenagarground, -
The prime minister assured
continued efforts of the government
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Musharraf
won't quit as
army chief

REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf has said he will continue
to stay as army chief, reneging from
an earlier pledge to quit the power-
ful postbytheend ofthe year.

I’ will remain in uniform even
after Dec 31. 1'am telling you this for
the first time," Musharraf said in an
interview with the private Kawish
Television Networklate Friday. .

Last year, Musharraf pledged to
take off his military uniform by the
end of 2004 in return for support for

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

Garment worker
gang-raped
in Mirpur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A garment worker was gang-raped
inside the Martyred Intellectuals’

Graveyardin Mirpur Fridaynight.
The 18-year-old victim was
returning with a colleague to her
Golartek residence through the
graveyard at around 8:30pm when a

gangbarred them, the victim said.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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New antigratt body
moves to check .

power abuse
Splits administrative wing

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

‘The newly formed Anti-Corruption
Commissioni (AGC) has decided to
designate two directors -- one to run
theadministration and the otherto do
establishmentduties--instead of one,
inanefforttocheckabuseofofficeand
strike an administrativebalance.

The now-defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac) had one director
for the administrative and establish-
menttasks duringits 47-year tentire.
This led to allegations of misuse of
power and' corruption against the
director in appointments, transfers

| from establishment

and promotions,
Bac in 2002 sought government

‘approval to separate the administra-

tion' andi establishment, depart-

sments, but the govemment did not

On Deq'elﬁber 14, the ACC

‘decided on having two directors and

accordingly, a ‘new director for
establishment in Mujibur Rahman
Hawladar took! charge yesterday.
Hawladar, a' joint secretary, is on
deputation from the administration
cadre.
The ACC earlier put Hawladar in
: SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

BTTB to charge
Tk 5 peak-hour
call charge for

itsmobile users
STAR REPORT

Telecoms' watchdog Bangladesh
lecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) yesterday.
approved the call tarff for the
mobile phones of the Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board
(BTTB), which is now expected to
launchitsservicebefore theyear-end.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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1245 | 1-15
Asri. . . | .3a5 | 400
Maghrib | 522 | 525
Esha 700 | 7-30

" Source: Islamic Foundation.

Crushing defeat
looms again

BISHWAITT ROY from Ghittagong

A bright moming turned into a
gloomyafternoon forBangladesh by
the close on the second day of the
second Test against India at the MA
AzizStadiumyesterday,

Buried under an/ avalanche of

runs on the first day, where India
scored 334-2, the Bangladesh bowl-
ers led by young paceman
Mashrafee-Bin-Mortaza and experi-
enced left-arm spinner Mohammad

 Rafique fought back gamely in front

ofacapacity crowd.
SEE PAGE 11/COL 4
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