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Who the devil really was

* writes fromm Washington

arrived in London the day
after Hamid Karzai's
inauguration as Afghanistan's
newly elected president, Britain's
most serious left-of-centre
newspaper, The Guardian,
reported on the event in detail,
noting that after decades of war,
coups and bloodshed, this was a
historic day. Its op-ed page had a
somewhat different
interpretation. It carried a huge,
lurid cartoon of Dick Cheney,
surrounded by Bush, Rumsfeld,
and Karzai, all looking drunk or
mad or both, and singing:
"Ashghanistan! Ashghanistan!
From Sea to Shining Sealll"

Is this the European left's
response {o elections in Afghani-
stan? If 5o, it had better brace itself
for even worse news: elections in
Irag. Wehavegottenused tobad
news from Iraq -- and there will be
more. But there is good news as
well. Elections arelikely to go ahead

Already the preparations for Irag's elections are stirring debate and discussion among
its neighbours. Remember, these are the first genuine, national elections in the entire

* region. As 300 million Middle Easterners watch Iraqis going to the polls, they will

surely aska simple question: "Why not us?"

Interview with Prof. Golam Sarwar Chowdhury: American Studies and Bangladesh |

'l am sure that the ascendancy of the neo-cons will not last’

Golam Sarwar Chowdhury was instrumental in the founding of the Bangladesh Association for American Studies in 1986 and has
worked hard to popularise American Studies in Bangladesh ever since. Prof. Chowdhury is on leave from his position as Profes-
sor and Chair, Department of English at the University of Chittagong, and is currently working for the British Council in Dhaka.
This past November, Daily Star columnist Ron Chepesiuk caught up with Prof. Chowdhury at the annual meeting of the American
Studies Association in Atlanta, Georgia, where he delivered a paper on "American Studies in Bangladesh: A post 9/11 Evalua-

as scheduled. In November, as the
attack on Fallujah began, I argued
thatitwould be aturning point, one
way or another. [t nowappears that
Fallujah altered the dynamicfor the
better. It's not simply that it was a
military victory -- everyone
expected that. Far more important,
thevictory didnotseem to generate
a high political cost (something [
was worried about). The uproar
that was expected across Iraq in
response to the operation simply
did nothappen. The Shia and Kuirds
did not complain, and even the
"Sunni street” was much quieter
thananticipated.

The best evidence for this comes
from the audio tape released by
Abu Mussab al-Zarqawi, one of the
insurgentleaders, on November 24,
inwhich he laments that the clerics,
leaders and people of Iraq aban-
doned him: "You have let us down
in the darkest circumstances and
handed us over to the enemy ... You
have quit supporting the
mujahedin .. Instead of imple-
menting God's orders you chose
safety and preferred your money
andyoursons.”

[raqremains unstable and highly
unsafe, But if al-Zarqawi is reading
the public's mood right, the insur-
gency is losing popular support. It
will try to disrupt the elections. The
bigger problem remains Sunni
participation. But assuming sub-
stantial Shiaand Kurdish turnout, if
30 percent of the Sunnis vote -- and
that is quite possible -- it's enough
to give the new government some
real national legitimacy. And that
will make it easier to tackle the
insurgency.

I have never believed that the
chaos in Iraq during the last 18
months was inevitable or that Iraq
is destined for insurgency and civil
war. Many of the problems that
afflict Iraq today are the result of
bad American policies, As those
policies have been reversed, things
havegotten better.

Six months ago America was
headed for disaster in Iraq, with
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani threat-
ening to call for active Shia opposi-
tion. At this point, Iraq policy was
taken out of the Pentagon and run
out of the White House, under
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‘blessed by Sistani.

Condoleezza Rice and her associ-
ate Robert Blackwill. Then began
the reversals. Washington finally
asked the United Nations to stepin
and arrange a transition that would
junk the US-appointed (and highly
unpopular) Governing Council.
The new, Interim Government,
which came into being in June, was
chosen by the United Nations and
De-
Baathification ended. Military
operations became much more
conscious of their political effects,
beginning witha carefully executed
one in Najaf. And while vowing that
it didn't need more troops, the
administration has slowly
increased troop strength so that by
January 2005 the force will be 30
percent larger than it was a year
ago.

The United States has paid a
terrible price for this war -- in Iraq
and in the world at large -- uncon-
scionably high, given how many of
these costs were avoidable, And [
could be wrong about Iraq, in the
sense that things could get much
worse, Civil War, rampant anti-
Americanism, and terrorism are all
part ofthe possible future, But what
['am not wrong aboutis thatamore
decent, pluralistie Iraq would make
a huge difference in the Arab world.
Already the preparations for Iraq's
elections are stirring debate and
discussion among its neighbours.
Remember, these are the first genu-
ine, national elections in the entire
region. As 300 million Middle East-
erners watch Iraqis going to the
polls, they will surely ask a simple
question: "Why not us?"

The current issue of Foreign
Alffairs has an exchange between
two scholars, Tony Smith and
Larry Diamond. Smith accuses
Diamond, a longtime supporter
of human rights, of making a
"pagt with the devil" by working
(briefly) for the United States in
postwar Irag. Diamond, who had
opposed the war, responds: "I do
not regard the post-war
endeavour as a pact with the
devil. Ler Smith and other critics
visit [raq and talk to Iragis who are
organising for democracy, devel-
opment, and human rights. Let
them talk to the families that lived
under constant, humiliating,
Baathist rule. Let them see some
of the roughly 300 mass graves of
opponents of the regime who
were brutally slaughtered in the
hundreds of thousands. Then
they will find out who the devil
reallywas." Ican't say it better.

(c) 2004, Newsweek Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission.

Faraed Zakaria Is Editor of Newsweek
Intamational.

English and Bangla are essential.

2. ICT Associate : The incumbent will be based in Rangamati. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:
providing technical support and backstopping to the CHTDF offices and partner institutions in use of ICT, LAN
administration, routine maintenance of ICT resources and system configurations, designing and provision of ICT training
to the staff members and project partners. Requirements : Advanced university degree with specialization in computer
science, information systems or other closely related areas; minimum three years of relevant professional experience,
including experience in designing & developing of database applications using Java/JSP/ASP/PHP & MS Access:
troubleshooting & maintenance of hardware/software, V-SAT, LAN/WAN systein.
administration of Internet/E-mail system; & necessary skills in MS Office products, Windows 2000 server, IS, HTML,
& MS Front Page. Experience in ICT training and ICT curricula development essential, Fluency in both written and
spoken English and Bangla is essential. Fluency in one or more of the local languages in the CHT is desirable,

experience in installation,

Submission of application : Applications should be submitted in English and include a covering letter, a passport size
photograph and the curriculum vitae. Applications should be addressed, quoting the post title, to the Assistant Resident
Representative (Human Resources), UNDP, GPO Box: 224, Dhaka, or delivered to the Deposit Box at the IDB Bhaban
(Reception at the Ground Floor), E/8-A, Begum Rokeya Sharani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka on or before 26 December
2004. The post title should be clearly marked on the envelope. Only short listed candidates will be contacted. Any
attempt to influence the process of selection will result in automatic disqualification of the recommended

applicant. UNDP is a non-smoking environment.

Potential female candidates are encouraged to apply.

" VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

PROMOTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND CONFIDENCE
BUILDING IN THE CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS

UNDP - Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility (CHTDF)

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Bangladesh secks applications from female and male
Bangladeshi nationals for the following positions for the Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility (CHTDE)-
"Promotion of Development and Confidence Building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts" Programme:

1. ICT Officer : The incumbent will be based in Rangamati. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to :
management, maintenance and administration of ICT infrastructure, equipment and systems in CHTDF-UNDP offices;
design, development and maintenance of database applications; providing technical support and backstopping to the
CHTDF-UNDP offices and the partner institutions in use of ICT equipment: LAN/WAN administration; & oversecing
the management of CHTDF ICT training facilitics. Requirements : Advanced university degree with specialization
in computer science, information systems or other closely related areas, minimum five years relevant professional
experiences including experience in designing and developing database applications using Java/JSP/ASP/PHP and MS
Access. The incumbent should have demonstrated skills in systems administration including experience in installation
and maintenance of Active Directory, Internet/Intranet services. Experience in PC Hardware, VSAT, LAN/WAN,
Routers, Network Firewall, E-mail administration, Training experience and fluency in both written and spoken

RoN CHEPESIUK

Daily Star (DS): Why is American
Studies important for a poor country
like Bangladesh, which needs to
improve the standard of living of its
people?

Golam Sarwar Chowdhury (GSC):
American Studies could work as a
conduit that could bring in ideas
and thoughts from the US and the
West that are absolutely essential for
strengthening important institu-
tions in Bangladesh. If the country
can't continue to go the democratic
way, development of its economy
will become extremely difficult.
American Studies is an academic
discipline that doesn't just teach
about the US. It also helps in broad-
ening the understanding of ideas
related to a democratic and secular

help now that the US has a conserva-
tive leadership that has shown it
doesn't really care about its image in
the world and anti Americanism is
rampantin the world?

GSC: American Studies is not
about fundamentalism and conser-
vatism, it is against the forces that
impede progress and use religion to
deny the basic rights to the citizens.
American Studies is faught and
learnt in the academy, which is
preponderantly Iiberal. In the US
universities and colleges the ratio of
conservatives to liberals is about
1:10 in the direction of liberalism.
The US federal government led by
Bush is indeed very right wing but
the American people have high

fathers. I am sure that the ascen-
dancy of the neo-cons will not last
foralongtime.

DS: From an American Studies
point of view, what would vou say
about the rise of religious furdlamen
talisminthe US?

GSC: The US was a country
founded by the early pilgrims who
saw the land as a "city atop the hill."
The newly discovered land prom-
L ised unrestricted religious freedom
for the puritans who crossed the
Atlantic following religious persecu-
tion in England. From then
onwards, religion remained a strong
factorin American culture. Consider
the sermons of Cotton Mather and

angry God and threatened hellfire to
those wha didn'tabide by God's law.
This strong religious spirit still
remains internalised in American
society.

The US's belligerent tendency to
police the rest of the world is only a
secular version of the same religious
value that made the early pilgrims
think of themselves as the chosen
people destined to show light to an
otherwise benighted world. Ameri-
can Studies, however, is entirely
secular, and questions the hege-
monic role of the US in terms of its
relationship with the rest of the
waorld.

In the annual meeting of the
American Studies Association held
in Atlanta, there were panels that
addressed the US hegemonic and
imperialistic foreign policy spear-
headed by Bush. The US govern-
ment was also severely condemned
for violating human rights in
Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib
prison. Even though President Bush
has been reelected because of aneo-
conservative revival in the American
heartland, the academic commu-
nity throughout the country
remains largely liberal. Therefore,
ideas conducive to the betterment
of humanity continues to flow out of
American academia. This, of course,
is good for all of us around the globe
who respect humanity and believe
in human progress.

DS: Research and teaching of
American Studies in Bangladesh is
supported by the US government. Do
you thing it'll be possible to have the
proper perspective given the saurce of

nding?

GSC: It's tue that whatever is
done with American Studies in
Bangladesh i< lone with the help of
funding procured from the US State
Department. Yes, if a meaningful
research, study, and teaching of
American Studies is to continue in
this discipline, we've to look for
other sources of funding, because a
continuous dependence on the
American establishmentisbound to
affect the objectivity and neutrality
of the research of American Studies
inBangladeshorin South Asia.

DS: Having studied in the US for
six years, you are very familiar with
it. The American media generally
laoks only for disaster and natural

Banglacdesh.Why is itso?

GSC: The Americans love news

'ating to sensatior isasters and

:ctacles., Therefor. the media
ccers to popular demand while
treating Bangladesh. If the country
can show spectacular growth and
development, I'm sure the media is
going to give a positive image of this
country. Already, the adjective

describe Bangladesh.

calamities when trying to portray |

moderate is being used a lot to |

tion." Here are excerpts from their interview:

DS: [s the US really interested in
Bangladesh and will your couniry be
of any importance to the superpower
inthefuture?

GSC: Yes it is, and it'll remain
interested in Bangladesh in the
future, too, For, the people of Ban-
gladesh are truly tolerant and are
against extremism. Also, as China
and India continue to grow phe-
nomenally over the next few
decades, the US might find Bangla-
desh very convenient to follow
developments in those two coun-
tries closely.

Daily Star columnist Ron Chepasiuk is a visiting
professor al the University of Chiltagong.
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BRAC

¢y} BRAC University

: - Authorized CISCO Networking Academy
A Complete Four-term Program: ' :

»  CCNA I — Networking Basics
=  (CCNA 2 - Routers & Routing Basics
=  (CCNA 3 -~ Switches Basics & Intermediate Routing
= (CNA 4 — WAN Technologies

- Minimum Entry Requirement:
= HSC or equivalent

Cisco SySTEMS

For More Information & Admission Form Please Contact: .

Admission Office (Ground Floor),
BRAC University Building
Or BITI, Aarong House (6th Floor),
66 Mohakhali C/4, Dhaka.,

Tef 8333)48 9, 988.’ 2635 Ext: 445, 473

- TUITION WAIVER FOR FEM&LE STUDENTS

Lasr Date of Rece:vmg Applications: 9 January 2005
Admission Test: 5:30 pm on 10 January 2005

NETWORKING
ACADEMY

To some, it's a job. To our cabin crew, playing host is second nature. Thanks to an age-old tradition that
| teaches us to be hospitable toward all guests. To those who voted for Malaysia Airlines, thank you.

Reep flying with us and you'll always be tréated as the best, by the best.

& malaysia

Going beyond expectations

For information and reservation, please contact your travel agent or Malaysia Alrlinas at
Dhaka 9888211, 9892680, B621557 Chittagong 811734, 713441
E+ mail : silkways@silkways.net www.malaysiaairlines.com
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