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Cracks in the secular facade of Netherlands
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Another arms haul
[ Need is toget at the bottom of it

@ 'HE members of Bangladesh Rifles seized a large
quantity of arms and ammunition from a remote
village in Bandarban district on Wednesday last, thus

confirming the truth that the hilly region has become a base
of operations for the gunrunners and smugglers. Similar
arms recovery from the area has been reported atleast three

The law enforcers certainly deserve a round of applause
for their timely interception which led to the recovery of the
combat grade weapons and ammunition. Such alertness on
the part of thelawenforcersis needed to containarms smug-
gling which can have a lot to do with subversive activities
within the country. But we have to get at the bottom of the
problem to solve it on a permanent basis, First, the sources
of supply of the arms which have been recovered from time
tp time have to be unearthed. Second, the purveyors or the
middlemen have to be identified. Finally, the law enforcers
must try to know the ultimate destinations of the consign-
ments. The vital information about the arms and the dealers
will help us determine the exact nature and purpose of the
smuggling thatwe have beenwatchingforalongtime,

There is hardly any way to treat any such haul as an iso-
lated or insignificant incident, given the location and quan-
, tity of the arms and ammunition that have been recovered so
\far. The law enforcers are doing their job, but it is still not
: known how many of the arms consignments have actually

slipped through the surveillance net and reached the
intended destinations. The thought is extremely disturbing,
particularly because militancy in some form or the other
existsin different parts of ourregion asawhole.

Obviously, such findings also raise the question of internal
security. The presence of subversive elements in the country
isnosecretasquiteafewincidents ofbomb blasts took place
inrecenttimes. Soarmssmugglinginto the countryis some-
thing that can only furtheraggravate the brittlelawand order
situation. The law enforcers have to delve deeper into the
matter and break the back of the entire racket involved in

Admission testcrisis
Wedo notwantto seearepeateveryyear

HE ordeal for the students, as well as their parents, to
get admitted to a good school, it seems, will never
end. The picture of the little girl sobbing in an exami-

‘nation room of a school and hundreds of parents waiting
outs;de on the first page of The Daily Star last Monday, sadly
‘and clearly tells us the trauma and difficulties both go
‘through at this time of the year. There is no respite to the
ordeal ormd;qgn of s,ngrqﬂgnt changes in the system. But
the parents, Ang, their tpcidlf:rs be made

Lack of adequate number of schuols where quahtyeduca—
tionis provided, in addition lack of enough seats in the exist-
ing schools make the plight of the parents even more acute,
There have been repeated pleas from various corners to
bring a proper system in the admission process. Allegations
of irregularities, corruption in the admission process at the
government schools have been abounding over the years.
Weall hoped that the authorities would take some measures
Lt least to minimise the predicament of the parents. And
- these days tendency of the parents to get their children
Padmitted to an English medium school has only worsened

'Ihlcmg advantage of it, nmnyEngllsh medium schools are
ms, in many areas, especially the
affluent localities. And the fees in such schools are quite
aigh. But we wonder whether quality education is ensured
these novices in the arena. We would like to knowfromthe
tuthorities whether they conduct anyroutine inspections so

' thatthe parents arenotdeceived.

“'And now, according to reports, many schools are flouting
rules by holding admission tests before completion of the
final examinations. Naturally those students changing
schoals are likely to fare badly in both the examinations. But
do the school authorities really care? They are, as reported,
more careful about 'complete vacation for the teachers and
staff after final exams'l They also, through this process, want
to ensure 'optimum number of students for the upcoming
year' even if it means not doing well in exams for the stu-
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ECENT weeks have not been

kind to the soft multi-ethnic

image of Europe. Fissures
have appeared in many parts of
Europe, at odds with the usual
picture of calm and cooperation.
The spirit of tolerance that has
always characterised social inter-
action has been badly dented
through violence. Some headlines
have also suggested that the
dreaded clash of civilisations has
finally arrived.

The spark was lit in the city of
Amsterdam and then swiftly spread
to the Hague, Netherlands -- other-
wise known for being the bastion of
lawandorder.

Home to the Peace Palace, the
International Court of Justice and
the International Criminal Court,
the citizens of this beautiful country,
have always been proud of their
intellectual heritage. Netherlands
has been a tolerant society for many
centuries, Erasmus and Spinoza
have been symbols of a rational but
liberal and flexible approach
towards the philosophical context of
living.

Their committed attitude against
political violence was further inte-
grated into their social framework
after the sad annihilation of 130,000
Dutch Jews at Auschwitz and
Sobibor by the Nazis during the
Second World War. This basic tenet
of being against persecution also
prompted Netherlands to receive
and give permanent residence to
more than a million Muslims --
almost six percent of its total popu-
lation. This happened despite the
fact that this is Europe's most
densely populated country.

Despite this liberal approach,
Dutch society, in recent weeks, has
been thrown upside down with the
gory killing of filmmaker Theo van
Gogh. His film documentary 'Sub-
mission,’ dealingwith the treatment
of women in Islam had raised seri-
ous controversy on the manner in
which the subject had been treated
in the film. Many Muslims consid-
ered this portrayal as

« balasphemous. Mr Theo van Gogh

was murdered allegedly by a Muslim
and a note was affixed to his shirt
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between Muslims and Christians,
between religious fundamentalism
and secularism -- are also unfolding
inside individual communities and
countries on a smaller but still
dangerousscale.’

There appears to be some merit
in MeGuire's comments. Neverthe-
less, theyare not completely accept-
able.

Itis true thatintegration of immi-
grants needs to take place within the
host community, particularly if it

munity. However, there appears to
have been minimum effort to
integrate the immigrants into the
Dutchway of living or to try to really
understand their sensitivities. It
now appears that while separate
religious schools were liberally
funded in keeping with human
rights, very little was done to
absorb or be aware of the delicate
nuances of different faiths that
guide inter-action between various
communities.

relates to persons with different t Awareness or respect for other
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arising out of such economic
under-achievement, eventually
also impairs cohesion within soci-
ety.

The last two years have seen
growth of unemployment in
Europe. This has also had an indi-
rect effect on racial harmony
between the host community and
the immigrant population. Radical-
isation of the environment has also
taken place, because most of those
affected in economic terms, are
immigrants, and the majority of

What is requlred is calm. Netherlands is a great country whleh has been assoclated over time with many poverty and
development related issues in Muslim countries. They have always been responsive to the necds arising out of
underdevelopment. This factor must not be missed by the Muslims. | believe that time has now come for Muslim
Associations in Europe to play a more inter-active and positive role in restoring good-will and better understanding

within Netherlands.

proclaiming Jihad against Holland,
Europe and the United States, It
immediately became part of the
terrible chain stretching from the
World Trade Centre and Bali to
Madrid.

This was a mindless and terrible
act, but it set forth a spiral of vio-
lence. Several Dutch-Moroccan
Muslims were arrested under anti-
terrior laws. The tragedy did notstop
there. A Moroccan immigrant was
killed in the town of Breda. Attacks
on mosques and Muslim schools
tookplace. Thisis turn, led to retalia-
toryattacks on Protestant churches.

These events have sent shock
waves through the European Union.

In simplistic terms, analysts
observed that the violence was clear
evidence of immigration not having
been handled properly. They, in
more than one publication, con-
cluded that immigration had
become a destabilising force.
Stryker McGuire writing in the
'Newsweek' took it to another level.
He commented that 'it underscores
the fact that the clashes of civilisa-
tion taking placeat the global level --

social, cultural and religious back-
grounds. However, the outbreak of
violence in Holland needs to beseen
fromabroader perspective.

Europe (including Holland,
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany,
Spain, Italy and the UK) has been
tinder strain for some time. The
events of 9/11, and subsequent
anti-terror steps have created
communication gaps, The continu-
ing war in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and the failure to find a solution to
the Palestinian problem, have all
been exploited by certain sections
for their own ends. This has added
to the bitterness and suspicion and
has made it that much more diffi-
cultin many European cities to live
side by side with people of different
cultures. This has been reflected in
tension in Rome, Milan, Paris,
Brussels etc. This is turn, has been
seized by opportunist political
elements who have tried to inflame
extreme nationalist passions.

The Dutch government's
approach towards immigration
over the last decade, has been one
of support for the immigrant com-

cultures might have then per-
suaded Mr van Gogh to desist from
makingsuch acontroversial film. In
every faith, there are sensitive
aspects which can be discussed
without being portrayed in the
negative sense and that is what
should have beendone.

There are for example, certain
rituals among conservative and
orthodox followers of Juddaism or
Hinduism which have raised ques-
tions among many. Despite that, it
is theirapproach to their belief, and
this needs to be respected. Every
community needs to be permitted
to practise any ritual as long as the
secular aspects of law are not bro-
ken. They should not be made
targets forridicule.

Immigrant population any-
where, particularly the first genera-
tion, suffer from psychological
pressures of the ‘'glass-ceiling
complex.' It takes time to be
accepted and to be successful. In
the meantime, immigrants have to
swim against the tide. This impacts
on the immigrant and might create
a ghetto mentality. Social seclusion
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them are of Muslim faith. This
scenario is generating its own
dynamics among the Muslims
community all over Europe this has
also assumed particular impor-
tance as Muslims now constitute
seven percent of the population in
France, about six percent in Hol-
land and nearly three percent in
Britain, Belgium, Denmark and
Sweden. It has not affected Norway,
Finland or Ireland that much, as
less than one percent of their popu-
lationis Muslim.

Racial tension has been brewing
in Holland since 2002. The national
elections held there, that year, saw
immigration taking centre-stage as
an issue. Dutch populist politician
Pim Fortuyn called for Netherlands
to re-think its policies towards
continued immigration and this
enhanced his party's popularity.
This debatable nationalistic pos-
ture faced serious opposition from
human rights activists and eventu-
ally resulted in his unfortunate
assassination in the hands of an
environmentalist.

Whether Europe likes it or not, it

has to learn to accommodate Mus-
lims, who take their faith seriously.
This attitude has to evolve into the
European psyche. Otherwise, it
might become even more difficult
in the future when Turkey joins the
European Union with its 68 million
Muslims.

What has happened in Holland
in the recent past, is a reflection of
the anxiety that prevails through-
out Europe. The central question
that is facing millions of Europeans
today is, how to adapt themselves
and their highly secular attitudes to
the conservative brand of Islam
from North Africa.

The French have already stirred
the pot by banning the wearing of
headscarves or other 'conspicuous’
religious symbols in state schools.

+« They have done this to retain a
secular vision of social life.

Several political groups across
Europe have also asked for more
stringent rules to guide immigra-
tion. In a knee-jerk reflex, Muslim
radio stations and Web sites have
been shut down by the Dutch Par-
liament. Sadly, it has not been
understood thatsuch measures will
be seen by the immigrant Muslim
community as another example of
denial of their rights. It is also!
unlikely to contribute to the eradi-'
cation of terrorist prone Islamic
groups. It might instead force
dissentinto the underground.

Whatis required is calm. Nether-
lands is a great country which has
been associated over time with
many poverty and development
related issues in Muslim countries,
They have always been responsive
to the needs arising out of underde-
velopment. This factor must not be
missed by the Muslims. I believe that
time has now come for Muslim
Associations in Europe to play a
more inter-active and positive role
in restoring good-will and better
understanding within Netherlands.
The Dutch government should also
take a step back and try to associate
Islamic social workers in their effort
to bring back stability. Just adopting
ahard response might notwork.

Muhammad Zamir is a former Secrelary and
Ambassador -- any response to
mzamir@dhaka.net
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ORRUPTION has become

an enduring pattern of our

public life. It is posing a
threat to our nascent democracy. It
is obstructing the operation of
market forces, creating bottlenecks
in administrative process, prevent-
ing justice and fairness, dampening
the spirit of public service and
impeding sustainable develop-
ment. Multilateral donor agencies
such as World Bank and UNDP
estimate that 30 to 40 percent of
development fund of Bangladesh
are siphoned off by corrupt means.
In fact, corruption has become
synonymous to misgovernance in
Bangladesh. We may consider the
rating of Transparency Interna-
tional as the most corrupt country
intheworld as a bit exaggerated. But
we have to admit that pervasive
corruption is stagnating gover-
nance of the country. The
unbundling of selected types of
corruption reveals the extent of
bribery in connection with public
utilities, in public procurement and
in the illicit 'purchase of laws and
regulations.’ The surveys of the
World Bank, TIB and other surveys
show how much acute is corruption
in customs, income tax, police,
lower judiciary, transport and city

not uncum{non Cnrmptlun 1:.
stifling democratisation and
destroying the trust between the
leaders and the people. In fact,
people are increasingly questioning
the political leaders” motivations
and moralintegrity. Today, people of
high moral calibre consider politics
as messyand compromising. Estab-
lishing and maintaining just demo-
cratic institutions is critical in
reducing the severity of the ethical
dilemma facing political leaders,
When political leaders and officials

Hlml

a4 ¥ }1

.|||rr P‘!"J‘J

to be pro -BNP. This cannot. how-
ever, be a disqualification “or their
selection. But this exposes to an
extent 'intention of the present
government." This is unfortunate
that even the donor agencies have
clearly stated that it is not dearth of
resource it is rather the weakness of
institutions which is responsible for
slow growth of Bangladesh econ-
omy. So long as the current
politicisation continues the alliance
government will never be able to
build up any strong institution.
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improvemen& in the country's
corruption situation within a
month. It has, however, not dis-
closed the strategy it desires to
adopt to perform this extremely
challenging task. It has, however,
admitted that it would not be possi-
ble for it to root out corruption
totally from the country though it
canbereduced toagreat extent.

All the officers and staff of the
defunct BAC will work with the
commission. Such a step indicates
that there may not be any apprecia-

'l\L’

sion. It dcpcncL‘i on the thty of
performance of the commission. It
may be stated in this regard that the
conscious citizens of Bangladesh
could not expect anything better
than the present set up of ACC
because the present government
not only cannot trust the members
of the opposition, it hardly trusts its
own capability. Needless to say that
it must show less importance on
politicisationifitatallaims atshow-
ingbetter performancein future.
The commission has started to
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It is always better to start something than to sit idle an& waste time brooding. We have reached a stage where,
perhaps, our economy cannot withstand any more delay. The setting up of the commission may not be the best
option. At least it is a beginning. Despite defects and deficiencies in the commission we may not be totally disap-
pointed if the government as well as the opposition allow it to work smoothly and courageously so that it is not
regarded as the poor substitute of the defunct BAC.

engage in bribery and graft they can
be called to account by an inde-
pendent and honest judiciary or
anti-corruption commission.

At last the government has been
able to set up a three-member anti-
corruption commission under the
chairmanship of justice Sultan
Hossain Khan, a former high court
judge. The two other members on
the commission are Muniruzzaman

.| We simply hope that the education ministry would take Eﬂ"gnmﬂﬂf& i e ?“r?n ﬁﬂ“id ctf"c?liﬁgslilgr Mmar I;—‘g;k:
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4 necessm actions, as promised by the State:- Minister for sector ingJ.aring. Political corrup-  University and a former chairman

¢| Education, against the schools who turn a blind eye to the | tion in obtaining nominations, of Securities and Exchange Com-

¥| genuine problems of the students and their guardians. bribing party leaders and segments  mission, respectively. All the mem-

: of people in the electoral arena is  bers of the commission are reported
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*Whati nin city? What are the traffic managers  tion should devise more new meth-  badly, we actually have a very good

?‘ | atlShap Be 8 doing? What kind of study had they  ods of protest that do not hamper line-up on paper, but for some odd

{inthe Cit}'.? conducted for this type of invest: everydayactivities. reason no one seems to work collec-

! Things are getting worse daybyday ~ment here? Let's not hear from  Saif Dhaka tively. That's all. Excuse me, I have to

| inthecity. lam talkingaboutPalassi  them, after some time, that the hit the books, must work, but please

! intersection, one of the manyplaces  rickshaw is the main culprit for this Bangladesh ponder on this for just a moment.

! in the city that the city bosses have ~ congestion. On our last session the number 10
We surely had a better situation cricket teum batsman scored more runs than 4 of

¢ earmarked for better movement of
¢ vehicles. For about four years, I have
9 been moving through this place, but
q I have never seen such a disgusting
lstnlemate except during the four

{ occasions of Pahela Baisakh thatl
| experienced. Five automatic signal
! systems have been activated here
¢ recently in addition to deployment
£ of four traffic police personnel. But
:Ihe result has not been very differ-
s ent. [ have never waited even for a
: single minute in this place, butnowl
’havemwnltforahout 4-5minutes to

{ cross it. So, what is the outcome of
" { the investment for installation of

lhese automatic signal systems?
£ What is actually happcng_g in the

previously. Let's have a realistic
thought before initialising such
improvement plans, which often
turn out to be rather counter pro-
ductive.

Shuvro, On e-mail

Human chain

It is good to see that our politicians
are responding to the common
disgust against hartal and coming
upwith newideas. The human chain
was a welcome break from the usual
hartal culture. The government
should have restrained its followers.
Theattackon a peaceful demonstra-

What has happened to ournational
cricketteam? Isitan "actof fate” that
the Bangladesh cricket team is
losing again and again and that too
by a big margin against almost all
the teams? I do not want to sound
too drastic, butjustlisten, my fellow
players in the team: I really do not
have time, neither does everyone
else (some of us have to sweat hard
to pass finals), butwe carry on giving
ourtimeandsupporttotheteam.To
see an improvement is all we look
for, maybe a draw; maybe batting
into the 5th day or maybe even

playinga good gameofcatch!
I am not saying everyone is doing

the 5 top order batsmen for Bangla-
desh combined... no jokes, seri-
ously...

Arifur Monty Rahman

NorthYork, Ontario

Misleading cults

There was a time when mostly
illiterate ,uneducated and less
advanced people depended on
luck inthe hope of better life . But
these days because of fear of ill luck
Jfrustration, emotional instability
thatare increasing alarmingly in our
society, it is very often seen that
even highly qualified and modemn
people are consulting mystics and

Politicisation has already made the
weak and inefficient: bureaucracy
almostnon-functional.

Ina branded corrupt country like
Bangladesh how can we expect that
a commission consisting of three
pro-BNP members and headed by
an octogenarian retired high court
judge will be able to handle the
stupendous task of controlling
corruption in Bangladesh? It is
difficult for us to believe that such
members can take strong decision
unpalatable to either BNP or the
alliance government.

The commission declares that it
would be able to bring significant

le

ble change in handling the cases of
corruption. We are told that budget-
ary control of the commission will
not be under the executive branch.
This is hope inspiring. However, it is
not clear as to how the commission
can show better performance if it is
advised by the officers of the former
BAC, a static department. There is
strong possibility that it would turn
out to be old wine in a new bottle.
We may even apprehend a worse
situation (creation of more confu-
sion).

We do not know the extent of

satisfaction of the donor agenciesin |

the establishment of the commis-

EDITOR TO THE

worlk. All the officers and staff of the
defunct BAC have been asked by the
commission to submit the state-
ments of their individual assets on
the day of joining the ACC within a
month. This step may control the
cases of graft of these personnel for
future. But what about their past
records. Can we assume that all the
personnel of the former BAC are free
from corruption. On the other hand,
if a substantial number of them
have dubious record or have ill
reputation, can we expect thatsome
magic wand of the commission will
turn them into angels? The govern-
ment must thinkaboutitseriouslyif

ssion: Can it bea deterrent? .

Ig

|
it bincm.ly desires to control cor-
ruption drastically.

The relationship between the
ACC and the TIB may be carefully
spelt out. Otherwise there might be
chaos and confusion. It needs also
be stated as to thé accountability of
the commission. [t may be seen
whetheritcan be madeaccountable
directly to the parliament. Only
such step can really make the com-
mission independent.

It is always better to start some-
thing than to sit idle and waste time
brooding. We have reached a stage
where, perhaps, our economy
cannot withstand any more delay.
The setting up of the commission
maynot be thebest option. Atleast
it is a beginning, Setting up of a
strong, upright and neutral com-
mission is a Herculean task. Is it
extremely difficult to find really
honest, just and neutral person in a
highly corrupt society of Bangla-
desh. [tis easy to find fault in others"
judgement. It is extremely hard job
to come to a correct judgement.
Despite defects and deficiencies in
the commission we may not be
totally disappointed if the govern-
ment as well as the apposition fully
support the commission and allow
it to work smoothly, coolly and
courageously so that it is not
regarded as the poor substitute of
the defunct BAC, a vehicle for pur-
suing personal and political vendet-
tas and a source of delay and ineffi-
ciency.

ABMS Zahuris a former Joint Secretary.

SEDITOR TO THE EDITOR

fortune tellers for averting catastro-
phe. Many religious cults are flour-
ishing all over the country as it was
in middle age. And these so-called
powerful cult leaders are success-
fully misleading the masses . Tricks
are being played on believers by
them and they assure people that
there are lots ofmantra, charmsand
prayers available to them for pre-
ventinganykind of calamity.
Though there is virtually no scien-
tific ground to confirm or deny it,
belief is getting more powerful than
reason. And these religious cults are
giving birth to fanaticism and preju-
dice.

RubabAbdullah

Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Weeding out

corruption
We are all ashamed for our country
has been dubbed as the most cor-

rupt nation in the world for the
fourth time. Transparency Interna-
tional (T1) is a Berlin-based organi-
sation having a local chapter who
are engaged in observation, inter-
views, and datasurveys.

Japan is a homogenous society
and so is Bangladesh! Japan is
frequently battered by the typhoons
as Bangladesh undergoes cyclones
and storms. Japan is the second
largest economy in the world with a
trillion dollars foreign currency
reserves, From 1991 to 2001, Japan
underwent their longest period of
recession and they spent 500 billion
dollars during the said decade to
overcome the recession -- the gov-
ernment and opposition 'worked
hard and finally got rid of the reces-
sion from their economic cycle.

Being internationally recognised,
now we are also having a disorder
cycle! To weed out corruption, the
Planning Commission, Pay Com-

mission, Chambers of Commerce &
Industry and trade & professional
associations should individually
and collectively work to remove the
anomalies and discrepancies.
GolamAshraf

DOHS Baridhara, Dhaka-1206

Opposition goes

the right way

At last the opposition started fol-
lowing the right way to protest
against corruption in the govern-
ment. In our country opposition
parties tried to make us believe that
"Hartal" is the most effective way to
protest. But people always rejected
this idea. The successful human
chain from Teknaf to Tetulia indi-
cates that opposition parties started
to respond to the demand of the
people. In this country more than
seventy percent people are
against hartal but still politicians

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

call it. Hartal produces terrorists.
Hartal is always enforced by pickets
and not observed by people. Pickets
often use bombs, burn cars, destroy
shops and others properties etc.
These activities are clearly terrorism
and when hartal enforcers are
behind these kind of terrorism it is
likely that terrorism will increase in
the country. Hartal does little harm
to the government and is danger-
ous for the people and for the econ-
omy. So in my opinionwhoever calls
hartal is against the peopleand is
promoting terrorism. Another
important point is that before
changing the government we should
find out honest people who will run
it in future. If we replace one corrupt
regime by another, the end result
will be abigzero.

Dr.Mahboob Hossain

Niigata University of Pharmacy
Niigata, Japan

tion was unfortunate. The opposi-
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