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FIBERATION WAR MEMORIES

Priobhashini's agonising
nine months

Favza Hag

ALKING about her ex-

periences in 1971, sculptor

Ferdousi Priyobhasliini
says, 'At that time I' was going
through a trauma in my personal
life. 1t was the period when my
husband had left me. There were a
lot of brutalities in the juncture of
Syedpur and' Khalishpur, where I
worked in a jute mill. As a tele-
phone operator and receptionist, 1
was the only eaming member of
my family. I ' had many younger
brothers and'three young sons of
my own.'

At that time she was not associ-
ated with social organisations. She
was too. inexperienced to know
what was good for her. On March
25, 140 trucks passed by her house.
Many houses had been torched
down in her vicinity. In her
presence 14 people were lined up
andkilled by brushfire. At that time
even her motherbecame a burden.
Nobody wanted to protect such a
large group of refugees. Her present
hushand, Ahsanullah, who was
then her friend, advised her to {lee,
but she didn't know where to
escape. One day she put her

mother and brothers on a rickshaw'

and gave herlastRs 10to them.
She then went back to the mill
where she had worked and there
she found one of the officers who
took her to a house to restin: Then
he physically assaulted’ her and
told her that she would have to
entertain Pakistan army officers,
One of the men there helped her
escape backto her mill. She had no
change of clothes or even slippers
on her feet. This man then helped
her stay with someone at Babla:

-

A story of courage

The young men in the neighbour-
hood' joined her and they spent
time singing, but this could not go
onforlongandshewentbacktothe
office that she worked in, as she
knew this to be the only source of
permanentrefuge.

During this time Professor
Bhuiyan, one of her father's
colleagues, was killed by the
Naxalites in front of her eyes and
NSI regarded her as a suspect,
somehow involved in the case, She
was given a large house with AC
and was keptunderwatch. She was
there from May to December 1971,
Shewas also in the Jessore Canton-
ment. In these places she was
repeatedly assaulted. She tried to
resist. In the meantime, her friend,
Ahsanullah, today her husband,
wasaMoktijoddha.

Evenwhen Independence came,
Priyobhashini kept to herself. She
had suffered quite a bit even in her
parental home as her father had
often been cruel to hermother and
she had been compelled to
shoulderresponsibilities.

Today she is celebrated as a
famous sculptor and has been
chosen as the second Bangladeshi
to be the "Hero" by the Reader's
Digest Magazine for the December
2004 issue. In the article of the
magazine, the Bangladeshi
correspondent, Nadeem Qadir,
honoured Priyobhashini for
speakingout publiclyin 1999 about
her tormented days at the hands of
the occupation Pakistan army in

" 171, Priyobhashini, who sculpts
driftwood  and' other castoffs to
express her memories of 1971, has
helped other women to come to
gripswith theirownfeelings.

Celebration of the Victory Day

Extmordmarj/ per. formance by boat-race team

INOVERA DEEPrm

On the eve of the 34th Victory Day celebra-

tion, the Liberation War Museum organised a -

memorable presentation of patrioticand Sari
songs by Jatiyo Rabindrasangeet Sammilon
Parishad and a boat-race team from
Indrabari, Jamalpur. "The present generation
was not witness to the glorious era of 1971.
But through history, which neverlies, the new
generation has learnt about the greatest
period of the Bangalees. That is why they are
here to celebrate the Victory Day. It is the
biggest consolation for the true freedom
fighters today," said theatre personality Aly
Zakerinhiswelcome speech.

The metropolitan branch of Jatiyo
Rabindrasangeet Sammilon Parishad
performed patriotic songs in the first part of
the programme. The members rendered
different patrioticsongs like Afi Bangladesher
hiridoy hotey, Bolo bolo re shobey Bangaleer
Joy, Muktiro mandirey shopano toley, Amader
nanan moter and Ei uttal janashamudra.
Their spinited rendition touched the hearts of

The boat-race team from Indrabari, Jamalpur performing Sari gaan

rendering folk songs was noteworthy. The

the audience. Being performers of Rabindra
Sangeet, the expertise of these artistes in

function was, unique in a way as the
prominent singers gave the youngsters an  Sharthak janam amar and O amar desher

opportunityto performon stage.
Bulbul Islam's superb rendering of

mati won applause from the audience. The
spotlight onthe singermade foran appealing
ambience, while the only instrumental
accompanimentwas the harmonium.

Sharmin Shathi Islam' rendered Dhonyo
ami jonmechhiei desheywith her melodious
voice, Khairul Anam Shakil was the final
performer ofthe firsthalfof the programme,

The second half of the programme
featured an extraordinary item, Sari gaan,
songs performed by boat-race teams, Sincea
distant past the people of the charareas have
proudly preserved this folk treasure of our
country, Led by two siblings Adam Ali and
Imam Ali, the 23-member team rendered one
long song in their regional dialect. Despite
the incomprehensible lyrics, the perfor-
mance was hugely cheered by the audience.
Aged from 15 to 50 years, all the members of
the group were deeply devoted and sincere
while singing and miming the boat-rowing.
The first powerful beats on the dhol greatly
attracted the audience,

With only two instruments, a dhol and a
mandira, the team performed the dance and
song. The song had a nostalgic tinge which
intensely moved the audience.
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A tribute to the unrivalled actress

In remembrance of Najma Anwar

‘When our cultural correspondent met stage, radio, TV
and film actress Najma Anwar six months ago, she was
characteristically modest. 'l never thought that The
Daily Star would come to my home for an interview,'
said Najma, who alsoran an advertising agency. Today,
itis befitting to pay homage to a great talent who passed
awayon December 14,

Najma is known for her role in several works: the tele
drama Kariman Bewa (2001), stage plays such as Iblish
and films like Shankhinil Karagar, Dukkhai, Gontabbya,
Chottogram, Shonkhanad and Hajar Bochor Dhare.
Lately, she had finished a film called Joy Jatra-the coun-
try'sfirstfilmin cinemascope

Najma's commitment to her media was evident in
her painstaking attention to detail. For Kariman Bewa,
for instance, she leamnt the Rangpur dialect. Likewise
she picked up the Dhakiya, Noakhali, Jessore and

Barisal dialectswith ease.
Though she enjoyed playing serious characters, she

felt she was popular in both humorous roles--ranging

from an affluent lady to a poor struggling woman. She
even did comedy roles such as in Humayun Ahmed's
Kothao Keu Nei.

Najma's theatrical career dated back to 40 years
when she was aregular member of Dhaka Drama Gircle.
Later, she joined Aranyak Natyadal, a popular theatrical
group, in 1980. Asa regular member of Aranyak, she had
performed in many popular plays. Moreover, she also
performed for other theatrical groups as a guest artiste.
Her last performance on the stage was in the play Loha,
aDeshNatok producuou

Inher diversified acting career, Nazma won the heart
of:thousands for her bold appearance on the small
screen. She had performed in the TV plays from the be-
ginning of BTV, She was also a regularradio play artiste.
Moreover she had also performed in some alternative
films,

Najma was a grassroots actress, who played therole of
the struggling woman in Kariman Bewa and Iblish. The

- directed by Shamir Biswas and the

former, based on the true story of a freedom fighter called
Taramon Bibi, centred onthe heroine, After herhusband,

I
a farmer, was killed in the Liberation War, she took up
arms and became one of the few women freedom fighters
of Bangladesh. This TV play won Najma the Bangladesh ,
Chalachitra Shangbadik Samity (BACHSAS) award.

In the latter stage play, Iblish, Najma again portrayed
the struggle of a woman called Atoshi. Despite being ,
thrown out by her tyrannical husband, the character per-
severed and eked outa living as a domestic help. Najma',
summed it up aptly: ' I'am struggling, so are you. Only, |
theformof struggleis different.’ L

The Culture Desk of The Daily Star mourns the un-
timely demise ofthisbrilliant theatre activist. |
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Chittagong gears up for a theatre festivalg
Theatre festival organised by Nandimuikh ool

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Nandimukh is all set to organise a
theatre festival from December 21'to
31 at the Shilpakala Academy of
Chittagong. The festival is titled '
Fifteen years of creation and
struggle.’ The plays will be staged by
this theatre up from Chittagong
along with sf’rm-:n.r.s drama groups
from Kolkata such as Chetana,
Mangolik, Hrittik and theatre groups
from Dhaka such as Art Unit,
Natyajan and another theatre group
from Chittagong called Kalpurush.
Chetana from Kolkata will stage
the play Nirnay, written and directed
by Arun Mukhapadday. This play,
won an award from Natya Academy
this year. Mangolik will stage two
plays : Manush Bhut, written and

other is Harun Al Rashid, written by
Mohit Chattyapadday and directed
by Shamir Biswas. Hrittik will stage
Meghbati, based on Antigone of
Sophocles. The play is written and
directed by Gautam Roy Chowdhury.
The Theatre Art Unit of Dhaka will
stage Golapjan , written and directed
by SM Solayman and Natyajan will
stage Memi's solo performance of
PhoolraniAmi Tiya.

Kalpurush of Chittagong will stage
Mrinaler Chithi, based on Tagore's
Strir Patra. The play is directed by
Shantanu Biswas. And the organiser

Nandimukh will perform three plays
Dur Rajanir Shwapon, Arfius and  AbhijitSengupta.

A scene from the play Bela Shesher Galpo by Nandimukh A

Bela Shesher Galpo, directed by
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Speclal Drama on Liberation War

Cast: Subama Mustafa, Murad, Mohona Reza

Playwright: Muhammad Zafar lqbal; Director: Pragna Labon|

Bangladesh Vs India

2nd TestMatch, Day 1from Chittagong

OnBTV and ESPN
From9:30amon

i sm svoms

' "'Ti.ai::au '-Fnﬁuw‘mmh ¥

- 1000 | ﬂalanTwriﬂg Car ! ' .-lwcmmugnsm@f;

-2ndTasiDsy1 i

; Enéhh th’narFmtbal ;
L League 2004!0‘.icnrstauf

| om0 Khul]aSimSim et

. 2nd TBst Dar:l nghl
LI

Hh PMksiTna&lbn?ﬂM a-
" ATPTemnis i
"-_Germanl._eagua.-—- : 8




