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Dhakacity planning, traffic and commuter train service

MUSTAFIZUR RAHMAN

[ERE are discrete plans by
various organisations appar-
ently said to be concerned

with the improvement of city ser-
vices in Dhaka. All projects, plan-
ningand even policies are tied to the
availability of external loans. The
Dhaka beautification project, not to
speak of Mohakhali flyover, has also
been subjected to external loan.
There is a talk of underground road
link between the old airport road
and Agargaon to waste another
World Bank finance, Though the
activities and plans of RAJUK, PDB,
DESA, Titas Gas, WASA, Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC), BRTA, Railway,
and Ministry of Works and LGRD
call for coordination to build a eity of
a future population of about 150 to
180 million, thereis no coordinating
institution which is essential at this
stage for comprehensive, orderly
and efficlent planning and imple-
mentation. New institutions like
Public Utilities Board for Dhaka, and
Urban Redevelopment (or Infra-
structure Development) Authority
under a new Ministry of National
Development directly headed by the
Head of the Government, and repre-
seénted by a senior Minister or a
Minister of State may be given a
serious thought.

Presently a World Bank consul-
tant group is preparing Strategic
Transport Plan for Dhaka under
Dhaka Transport Co-ordination
Board (DTCB). Their transport
policy and approach is based on a
conception that Dhaka people will
remain poor for ever and the plan
shall be for a capital city of a poor
nation. It is not unnatural for any
Westerner not to appreciate the
vision of the people. It is the
responsibility of our people to
dream, plan and build a futuristic
slum-free city with all sustainable
amenities, taking into consider-
ation our climate, topographical
condition, culture, public safety
arrangement, healthy environ-
ment, sanitation facilities, utility
supplies, ideal housings, waste
treatment facilities, perfect trans-
port network, and arrangement for
mitigation of adverse eifects of
natural calamities,

Recent flooding has again
alarmed the people of the need to
think of a coordinated city plan-
ning, preserving all the wetland,
water bodies, canals and rivers from
blockage and  filling. The water
bodies may be linked to ensure
natural flow of rain water. Roads
could pass overhead these water
bodies as may be necessary. The
sides of these water bodies may be
used for walking and landscaping,
This is a common practice in many
developed countries with land
scarcity.

Weshallneed vast areasofland to
build many garbage treatment,
effluent treatment and water treat-
ment plants. There must also be
provision for movement of a large
number of garbage trucks in future.
No city can be livable without open
space including parks, play

grounds, cycling courses, public
recreation space and the like, which
will also eat into some space that
could otherwise be available for
roads for traffic.

It is a common knowledge that
combination of surface road, over-
head road, railway or subway trans-
port and, in specific cases, water
way transport, Is a practical means
of commuting in any big city in the
world to provide the citizens the
right of convenient and safe move-
ment in the city. This is also one of
the fundamental dutiesand respon-
sibilities of the state. [n view of the
present public complaint about
traffic congestion and probable
increase in population in the city,

total rail crossing time will be six
hours or so is not for every vehicle.
No crossing may block the traffic for
more than 50 to 60 seconds at a
time. Japan adopts "pedestrian
first" policy. Thus the frequency of
pedestrian road crossing can well
be understood. In Dhaka also the
situation might be similarsome day:
One must not come forward with
simply negative arguments due to
lack of experience. This sort of
simple problem should not stop us
from utilizing these vital existing
facilities that might cost billions of
taka to acquire. If the land is lost, no
amount of money can buy it again.
Weshould not think of repeating the

stations. Most of the railway sta-
tions must be easy to access, have
entrance level platforms, sufficient
parking space, and provisions for
buses to pick up and leave passen-
gers, space for taxis to waitin line to
pick up passengers, and other
facilities.

New elevated light train: In
addition toalight train line plannec
(as per RAJUK map) from Kaliganj to
Gazipur via north of Uttara, Savar
and other places there, anotherlight
train or elevated light train or trolley
bus service may start from this line
somewhere near north of Pallabi to
touch Mirpur, Mohammadpur,
Tejgaon and proceed further to

mistake of shifting Fulbaria station J Dhanmondi, Azimpur, Sadarghat

and approved byall concerned.

Circular railway, elevated light
train and bus: As in most of the big
cities with land constraint, a circu-
lar railway touching all population
centers of the city, from where long
distance railways and roads move
out tangentially or radically to link
satellite towns may be built in
Dhaka. Many new roads or railway
lines may have to be elevated to save
wetland and canalsand rivers.

Elevated roads for guided trolley
busservice orlight train or monorail
(in some special place) may be
considered for next phase of mass
transitinthecity.

No wetland should be filled
without comprehensive study. If

Management of traffic and establishment of continuous, safe foot path will ease much of the existing traffic
congestion within the city immediately, but it will not solve the problem without mass transit. When public transport
system will be developed, the rickshaws shall also disappear naturally. We should not evade our responsibility any
more and immediately start acting wisely.

there must be built massive addi-
tional infrastructure. Now we must
find out what we can do immedi-
ately, possibly with our own
resource, such as-

Immediate development of
Kamalapur-Tongi section for
commuter service: It may be
emphatically proposed that the
existing double lines between Tongi
and Kamalapur may be used for
commuter service after building
necessary additional statons at
distances fromabout 0.75 to 1.5 km.
Work may also start simultaneously
to develop this double-line into
four-line track. As our people have
not yet enjoyed convenient mass-
transit train system in the city, this
might give them the first taste of
commuter train service. For com-
fortable service, the selection of
passenger coaches must be proper
withwidedoors.

There are people inclined to
think that about over rwenty-two
railway crossings in this section will
aggravate road traffie if commuter
trains run every three to ten min-
utes. They also like to suggest that
Kamalapur station be shifted to
Tongi. They may remember that the
Dhaka railway station was shifted
from Fulbaria to Kamalapur with a
lot of fanfare. Though a number of
unplanned structures are built here
and there to diminish the beauty
and function of this grand station,
there is no sense in.thinking of its
shifting. Tokyo train station, proba-
bly the busiest in the world, where
the famous bullet trains depart
from and arrive at every few min-
utes, and a host of other long dis-
tance and commuter trains arrive
and depart almost continuously,
was built in 1872 and no one ever
thought of shifting it. It is beautified
and made to respond to the chang-
ing needs. All mrains in the city are
not necessarily running overhead.
Rail crossing waiting time is opti-
mally reduced by good signaling.

One vehicle is not to cross all the
train lines. The argument that the

and losing part of railway property
and infrastructure.
Kamalapur-Narayanganj and
Tongi-Joydevpur railroad with
stations at intervals of 1 to 1.5 km:
The Laksam-Dhaka line that is
planned for shortening Chittagong-
Dhaka distance by about B0 ki may
make Dhaka-Narayanganj route
more important as such it shall be
developed further. The train sta-
tions may not initially be costly
structures, but they must provide
for at least four lines to allow pas-
sage of fast long-distance express
train while one local/ecommuter
train may remain waiting at such
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and to finally touch Dhaka-
Narayanganj line at some place
between Saidabad and Gandaria
andendupat Kamalapur.
Development of Tejgaon railway
station: This is an excellent and
convenient location for linking
existing railway, future light train
and bus or other transport network.
Evenifitis not possible to develop it
fully immediately, no short-sighted
hasty plan should be allowed to
destroy its long-term potentiality.
No land should be allowed to be
grabbed. Any unplanned develop-
ment in and around it must be
stopped immediately until long-
term comprehensive plan is ready

necessary elevated roads or train
lines may be constructed to dis-
tances of 90 minutes to 2 hours'
journey from the city centre. This
will help elimination of slums by
allowing the slum dwellers to live in
their own rural areas and lead a
wholesome social life as committed
in the constitution for all citizens.
People can commiuite from such a
distance and will finally get used (o
it as in developed countries with
land constraint.

Manufacture of railway coach
locally: The manufacture of
coaches at the railway workshops
which already undertook some
manufacturing works may be given

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

with Concern Bangladesh

field of Capacity Building of GO/NG

Concern s an international development agency with operations in 30 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and Easlern Europe and head office in Dublin, Ireland. Concern engages in long-term development
r work, responds to emergency situations and undertakes development educalion and advocacy on those
aspecls of world poverty which require national or international action.

Concern Bangladesh has for over thirty years been commilted to work with, and for, the country's poorest
people. In recent years Concer has strategically moved away from direct implementation programmes and
service delivery and more towards facilitation of partners. Concern Bangladesh is now inviting applications
from person who are confident to take aver the following positions.

SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER — VAGRANT HOME

Profile of the Position: The position will be based in the Central Regional Programme, Dhaka, however,
require visits to different homes/projects within the region. S/he needs lo have overall experience in the
; artners in largeling socially disadvantaged groups like sex workers,
their children, drug users, sireet children, mentally il & retarded people with adequate knowledge of
promating and protecting human rights issugs. Additional respansibilities will include coordination of s?rnllar

aserious consideration. Various rail
line equipment may also be made
locally.

Test track: To maintain or
improve the quality of the rilway
service, the Railway authority
should build and use a 3- to 10- km
testtrack.

Development of water way: As
also suggested by many, in addition
to other mode of transport, we may
fully develop our river and water-
way transport system by utilising
part of the existing infrastructure,
which the government is also con-
sidering,

Rapid bus transit and subway:
There are suggestions of rapid bus
transit on surface roads with dedi-
cated lines, but this is impractical
in Dhaka, and for that matter, in
Bangladesh, in view of limited land
area for such wide roads. Subway
may not be our immediate choice
in view of risk of inundation of
major areas of the city every year
and our lack of technological
capability to counter the effect
immediately.

Managementof trafficand estab-
lishment of continuous, sale foot
path will ease much of the existing
traffic congestion within the city
immediately, butitwill notsolvethe
problem without mass transit.
When public transport system will
be developed, the rickshaws shall
also disappear naturally. [ think, we
should not evade our responsibility
any more and immediately start
acting wisely before the city is
turned intoa huge slumin place ofa
slum-free metropolis.

Mustafizur Rahman, PAD is Chaiman, The
Institute of Development Strategy, Dhaka.

IN MEMORIAM

Ode to my friend

Jessie

NASHID KAMAL

HE stood there with her

gracious smile, she held out

herhand and said, "Here, hold
it,lam thereforyou!"

Jessie alias Shahnaaz Ahmed
breathed her last at a local elinic on
December 11, She was fifty one
yearsold. Shewas one of my dearest
friends and was an Assistant Profes-
sor of English in the Independent
University, Bangladesh (TUB). Jessie
joined in 1998, and as [ got to know
her in a professional capagity, [ was
so delighted to discover such a
uniquely generous person. [ can
surely say that Jessie was one of the
finest human beings that I have ever
known.

I had met Jessie much earlier in
the mid seventies. I saw her asa new
bride, at twenty one she looked like
the most stunning bride! Coupled
with her physical beauty, her inner
beauty shone through her face. She
endeared herself to whoever she
met, her friends, elders, colleagues,
staff, and students all had a place in
her heart. Her bubbly nature, always
vibrant with words, passion, com-
passion, and sincerity are the yard-
sticks of what we seek to achieve but
failto doso, Jessiehad not failed, she
had set the standards and stood
there forfriends forever.

She spent a lot of her time doing
social work, as part of which she
held debates for poor students in a
school where she did charity work
She was President of the Zonta Club.
She asked her friends to contribute
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Late Shahnaaz Ahmed (Jessie)

fortheschool.

Jessie possessed a serenity with
which she could greet her friends,
she could offer a smile and her
golden complexion clad in a self
coloured sari, remained the emblem
of a welcormne person for those who
frequented through herlife.

Indeed, once she brought me a
photocopy of the poem Bonolota
Sen to recite. I often wonder if in her
favourite poem Jessie had ever seen
herself.

Like Jeebonando Das, we the.
friends of Jessie have walked
through the million waves that
abound, have traveled many
unknown islands, but Jessie had
given us peace, she had brought in
the joy of "mukhomukhi boshibar"
Bonolota Sen.

Nashid Kamal [s Professor of Pcpuraliun-
Environmant, IUB.
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US Dollar losing strength
but not its throne

GHALIB CHAUDHURI

HE US Dollar has finally chosen the path of a relentless slide down-

wards that almost everyone hasbeenanticipating. For over two years,

most pundits are hoarse from calling the dollar short; fewlistened but
mostignored till October this yearwhen the market acquiesced and acted.

This dramatic turn of events however begs the question, has the mighty

dollar that adds up to about 64 per cent of all global central bank's reserves, is

about to relinquish its pre-eminent role as the premier reserve currency of

choice? The jury on this is still out. Whilst Buro is the next rightful contencder,

‘itis still however a distant second, accounting for approximately 20 percent |

ofglobal reserves with central banks. But on the other hand for Central Banks
around the world, not to partly diversify into Euro would tantamount to
throwing moneyaway.

To many economists around the world, if anything that looked certain for
# long time, the demise of the dollar was the one. The imbalances created in
US economy through over-spending and over-borrowing was simply unsus-
tainable. The current account deficit is only a few basic points away from
hitting a record 6 per cent of GDE, and the budget deficit depending howit is
calculated is hovering around the 5 per cent range of the GDP. Excess by any
measure, and its absolute size can make many countries in this world bank-
rupt,

These gaping holes have not suddenly appeared from nowhere, but has
been growing for the last few years. The consequent foreboding was predict-
able, but everyone chose to ignore it, including the chief protagonist: the US
administration. For the US to run with suchanimbalance for salong, and the
world to ignore, also needed help from the Asian surplus economies, namely
Japan and China, to willingly fund the deficit through their purchase of US
Government debts. Not entirely an altruistic act by the Asians, as the pur-
chase helped to keep their own currency undervalued and sustain their
exportdriven economies.

The US administration was hoping that this status quo could go on for-
ever, as it would allow both the government and the consumers to continue
with their profligacy, and Keep spending like no tomorrow. The market
indeed took its time to react; perhaps had waited to see some policy driven
corrections to redress the imbalance, but nothing was forthcoming, which is
why this time the sentiment had firmly turned against the dollar and the
renewed accelerated slide against Euro commenced around October this
year. In the last three years the US dollar has lost 35 per cent of its value
against the Euro and 24 per cent approximately against the Yen; yet we have
not even begun to redress the macro economic imbalances of the US econ-
omy.

Speculation abounds about how much further the dollar has'to fall before
the market regains faith in the currency. If the dollar has to take the brunt of
the entire correction by itself then it is conceivable to see a more severely
wounded dollar, perhaps another 30 to 40 per cent fall fromits current value.
On the other hand if the correction is aided by pro-active fiscal policy mea-
sures by the US government, and further supported through currency reval-

. The ACME Laboratories Ltd. is one of the top manking pharmacentical
' companies with major exposure in local and internanonal market and certified
' under ISO 9001:2000 for Quality Management System. Now we intend to fill
© up a Mid-Level Position (Manager/Sr. Principal Officer) for our

' Procurement Department, in Head Office, Dhaka.

. Requirements:

Candidates should have Post Graduate Degree preferable m Pharmacy with
MBA from Institute of Busmess Administranon(IBA).
Ability to mmplement company policies and procedures and expertise in
central purchasing system, especially in mnport & local procurement.

Preference shall be given to the deserving candidates who have experience in

the relevant field.

Must have excellent communication skills( both Englsh & Bengali) and
leadership qualities with strong interpersonal relations,

e Computer literacy is essential.

If you fulfil the requirements mentioned above, please apply with detailed C.V.
' including contact telephone number, a recent passport size photograph,
8 attested copies of certificates and expected gross salary to the Head of
Human Resources, Box No.D-33, C/O. The Daily Star, 19 Kawran Bazar,

Dhaka -1215 on or before 31*  December, 2004, Only short-hsted

candidates will be contacted.
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The Institute of Cost and Manugfment
Accountants of Banglades

@

An autonomous body under the Minist

of Commerce

IF YOU ARE A UNIVERSITY GRADUATE WITH 6 POINTS
YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR A GLOBAL PROFESSION

If you have the quality of creative thinking and are prepared for a
challenging and rewarding career — this is the right Course for you.

DATE OF APPLICATION AND ADMISSION TEST § GLOBAL LINKAGE

projects throughout the Concern Programmes in Bangladesh. ICMAB is the member of

The person should have strong interpersonal skill on communication and liaison with government and non-
government agencies with service provider to work for the vulnerable groups and for their children.

Requirement:

= Masters in Social Science or Equivalent degree with at least 5 (five) years experience in managerial

« position in the development seclor.

= Proven skill in planning, need and impact assessment, managing complex programmes and the
financial management.

» High level of understanding in project design, concept noles & proposal writing and ability (o produce
different reports of high professional standards.

TECHNICAL OFFICER — VAGRANT HOME

Profile of the Position: The position will be based in the vagrant homes located outside Dhaka under
Cenlral Regional Programme, Dhaka. S/he needs to have overall experience in Ihe field of psycho-social
protection, human & legal rights issues, counselling, capacily building, mainstreaming of socially
disadvantaged groups. The person having experience in any institutional care centre would be treated as
additional advantage. Additional responsibilities will include coordination of similar activities In the same
region of Concern Programmes in Bangladesh.

Requirement:
= Masters in Social Science or Equivalent degree with at least 3 (three) years experience in the
development sectar. In case of highly qualified and experienced person the educational qualification
may be relaxed.
= High level of understanding in project design and ability to produce different reports of high professional
slandards.
RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION OFFICER — VAGRANT HOME
Profile of the Position: The position will be based in the Central Reglonal Programme, Dhaka, however,
require visits to different homes/projects within the region. S/he needs to have experiance in developing
management information systems, conducling research individually, data collection, data analysis,
compilation and documentation in the areas of socially disadvantaged groups, sex workers, their children,
drug user, sireet children and mentally ill & retarded people.
Requirements:
« Masters in Social science/Slatistics with 2-3 years working experience in the development sector.
» Skilled in qualitative and quantitative research methodologies.
» Familiarity with operations research and Demonsiraled documentation skill.
Computer skill in MS word, Excel and PowerPaint are desired for all the positions.
Salary: For all the positions a competilive and attractive salary will be offered which is negatiable based on
experience & education.
Ipterested candidales are requested to send their resume with a copy of recent passport size pholograph
and names & addresses of two referees lo; Human Resources Department, GPO Box No. 650, Dhaka-
1000 by 27 December 2004, Please include your cantact address and telephone number. Please mark the
anvelopes wilh the position applied for. Any sort of persuasion will be treated negatively. Due to the
volume of applications, only candidates under positive consideration will be informed of the oulcome.

CONCERN IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

uation especially by the Japanese and the Chinese, the Europeans having
already taken quite ahit, thenwe just mightsee alesser fall in dollar value.

Whatever maybe the new value of dollar albeit lower than whatit is today,
itis unlikely thatanother currencywill take up itscentral global role.

Curiously with the sharp rise of the Euro, there is not too much of an out-
cry from the Europeans, This is because some of the European economies
like Germany have lived through a much higher exchange rates in the early
90's when the German Mark (as a proxy for Euro) wasat$1.43, So alittlemore
to go fromits current exchange rate of one Euro = $1.34, before the exports to
the US really begins to hurt.

The Euro Zone, with its own problem of subdued growth can ill afford a
further revaluation, as it will begin to hurt its own exports. It comes as no
surprise to learn that the European Central Bank is not too keen for the Euro
to become a major contender to the US dollaras a reserve currency. However
it has left this decision of an enhanced global role as reserve currency, to be
determined by market forces,

Any concerted effort by the global Central Banks, especially those in Asia
who are carrying large reserves, to diversify their US dollar holdings into Euro
is bound to precipitate the dollar's fall. However, Asian economies with their
currency pegged to the dollar, may atleast fora short while, have best of both
worlds. By diversifying into Euro they safeguard their depreciating dollar
investment, but consequent devaluation of the dollar has no effect on their
export, owing to the pre-existing peg. Notwithstanding, this is not likely to
happen in a rash or haste; whilst indeed a creeping diversification may have
already begun a long time ago. In 1999 when the Euro was born, it consisted
approximately 13.5 per cent of global reserve, which by the end of 2003 had
gone up to 19.7 per cent. Current financial conditions can only add fuel 1o
thisprocess.

Notwithstanding the market imperatives for a rise in Euro's prominence,
US dollar as noted earlier is way ahead in the pecking order for reserve cur-
rencies. This is partly because of its dominant role as a trading currency of
choice between third parties. Also in foreign exchange trading terms, which
is driven byamountofreal trade and partly speculation, Eurois around 20-25
per cent of global EX trades whilst US dollar has a solid 40 per cent base. So as
long as the influential rale of dollar in global trade remains, it is likely to
remain rooted as the principal reserve currency for global central banks. The
Eurowill indeed make some headway in percentage terms but dethroning of
the dollaris still faraway.

Applications in prescribed form are invited from the
persons inferested fo study CMA course for enrolment | |the following Infernational
in its Foundation Level of January-June, 2005 session | [Accounting Bodies:
Application forms available fill - January 12,2005 | f | iamational Federation of
Last date of Application ~ January 13,2005 | [ A ouniants (IFAC),

Date of Written Test (Friday) -~ January 14,2005 ke argitr s
PacificAccountonts(CAPA),
South Asian Federation of

~ Accountants (SAFA).

| EXEMPTIONS |

Exem ﬁonsoreavai'ab!e
based on result of public
examinalion,

| COURSE DURATION |
Foundation level & months
Dhaka & Chittagong: 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm; 5.30 pm o 8.30 pm  |Professional level 1Y 24 months

Rajshahi, Khulna & Comilla: 5.30 pm fo 8.30 pm Tofol 30 months
PROVISIONAL ADMISSION

Candidates who have appeared Degree Pass/Hons./BBA
examination but results have not yet been published will be allowed
fo sit in the Admission Test and qualified candidates will get
themselves provisionally admitted into Foundation Level.

FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:

i. ICMAB Office, ICMA Bhaban, Nilkhet, Dhaka. Ph. 8619649, 8613443, 8611482, 8618293
ii. ICMAB Office, CMA Bhaban, Plot # 43, Rd. # 27, CDA, Agrabad R/A, Chitlogong. Ph.:727638
ii. Mr. Mahd. Nirihor Rohman, Associate Profassor of Marketing, Rajshahi University. Ph. 750041-9
iv. Principal, Azam Khan Govt, Commerce College, Khulna. Ph. 722335 (KBC)
v. Principal, Victoria Govt. Callege, Comilla. Ph. 65245/68463

NO WRITTEN TEST FOR
= Any Graduate with 1st Division.
a B.Com. (Hons)/M.Com. with 2nd Class
s BBA (4 vears) s MBA/CA.

FEES FOR FOUNDATION

SCHOLARSHIP
8,060 | [Scholarships  are
8,660 | |availoble for the Cﬁor

Is.

200 | |andmeritorious stu

JAN.-JUNE.2005

s Coaching Tk.
= Correspondence Tk,
u Application Fee  Tk.

CLASS TIMINGS:

FOUNDATION LEVEL

ADMISSION

|
Ghalib Chaudhuri, a former investment bankar, [s currently managing pariner of an indepandent

| consulting practics based [n Singagare.




