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Pepsi 17th nat'l
handball from
Saturday

SPORTS REPORTER

The first phase of the Pepsi 17th
National Handball Championship
startsin Bagerhat onSaturday.

A total of 29 teams, split into
three zones, will compete in the
men's competition while 19 teams,
also divided in three groups, will
participatein thewomen'ssection.

In the men's field, top two teams
from each group along with last
year's semifinalists Bangladesh
Rifles, Bangladesh Ansar, Dhaka
DSAand Bangladesh Police will play
inthe 10-teamn final round to be held
in Dhakain mid-February.

The women's field will be little
different as nine teams -- top two
from each group and last year's top
three finishers BIMC, Bangladesh
Ansar and Dhaka DSA -- will com-
petein the final round. However, the
date and venue have yet to be
decided.

Problems for both SA, Eng

E¥¥0 Cricket

AFB Port Elizabeth

South Africa and England start a
five-Test series at St George's Park
Friday with question marks over
bothteams.

South Africa, hoping to end a
sequence of disappeinting results,
have worries about the fitness of key
players, while England are short of
form going into one of the most
intensive Test series of all time.

Five Tests will be played in the
space of 40 days with no other
matchesinbetween.

South Africa are likely to be
without Nicky Boje, their vice-
captainand only spin bowler, who is
struggling to prove his fitness aftera
recent operation to remove a cyst
from his left shoulder, while star all-
rounder Jacques Kallis may be
unable to bowl because of an ankle
injury.

'I'he balance of the South African

untried fast bowler Dale Steyn will
makehisTestdebut.

Steyn, 21, was picked for the
squad after just seven first-class
games. When he reported for a
training camp in Pretoria last week-
end it was the first ime he had met
senior players Shaun Pollock and
Kallis, while when the side assem-
bled in Port Elizabeth Tuesday it was
the first time he had visited the
coastal city.

With fast bowling expected to
dominate the series, South African
coach Ray Jennings found an unor-
thodox way to get his batsmen used
to pace againafter theirrecentseries
ontheslowpitches of India.

He had Davis Cup tennis player
Wesley Whitehouse serving a red
tennis ball at them at speeds beyond
the capability of even the [ustest
bowlers.

Steve Harmison, currently the
top-ranked bowler in world Test
cricket, will lead a strong England
pace attack but a key factor will be
how quickly Harmison, Matthew

was the side's poor batting that
caused most concern in the England
camp.

England's top order batsmen
struggled, showing the effects of a
two-and-half month break from
first-class cricket since the end of
the Englishseason.

Mark Butcher's place in the
important number three batting
positionislikelytobe debated.

Three innings in South Africa
have brought just nine runs, while
rival Robert Key slammed 87 in a
low-key one-daywarm-up game.

Pepsi V-Day v'ball
Navy oust Police

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Navy eliminated
Bangladesh Police from the Pepsi
Victory Day Volleyball Tournament
at the Shaheed Suhrawardi Indoor
Stadium yesterday.

Jacobs quits at

end of season
REUTERS, London

Former West Indies wicketkeeper
Ridley Jacobs is set to retire from
cricket at the end of the domestic
seasoninthe Caribbean.

"I think the upcomingseason will
be my last year in first-class cricket
s0 I want to give it my best shot and
come out on a high,” said Jacobs
after being selected in the Leeward
Islands side for the domestic season
beginningnext month.

The 37-year-old, who played in
65 Tests and 147 one-day interna-
tionals for West Indies, had knee
surgery earlier this year and lost his
place in the side on the tour of
England.

The hard-hitting left-hander
scored 2,577 Test runs and made
three centuries, the last of which
kept the England bowlers awayfrom
the West Indies tail as Brian Lara
made a wotld record 400 not out in
AntiguainApril thisyear.

The Antiguan, who made his Test
debut at the comparatively late age
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