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The planned 'heritage park' Mini
Bangladesh, first of its kind in the
country, is sel Lo represent our
heritage, the engineers who
designed the project said.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is
expected to inaugurate the con-
struction work of the project next
month.

The liberation war affairs min-
istty had decided to construct the
park after the name of late
President Ziaur Rahman. Later, it
was' renamed as "Shaheed Zia
Memorial Complex and Mini
Bangladesh."

Those who interested in enjoy-
ing the country's architectural
beauty, ethnic traditions and
archaeological inheritance will be
able to materialise their dream
very shortly having a glimpse of
the 'heritage park’, the officials
claimed. }

Historical Kalurghat Betar
Kendra (Kalurghat Radio Station)
from where independence was
proclaimed in 1971 is now almost
ready to encompass the park.

The ministry has chosen the
site for developing the park at a
cost of Tk55.95 crore to conserve
the historical radio station as an

« evidence of War of Liberation for
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the future generation, hesaid. The

Executive Committee of National
Economic Council (Ecnec)
approved the project.

The then Awami League leader
MA Hannan and late President
Ziaur Rahman on behalf of the
Father of the Nation Bangab-
andhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
had proclaimed the independence
from the radio station on March 26
and 27 respectivelyin1971.

Concord Engineering and
Construction Limited, a private
construction firm, will implement
the project under the supervision
of Public Works Department in
twoyears. °

"The objective of the parkis to
show the entire Bangladesh at a
glance,” said site engineer Saidur
Rahman. "Eventually it will
become a live museum with the
architectural and archam!ugical
legacy ofthe country,"headded.

Inthe preface of the project was
underlined that the initiative has
been taken to construct a memo-
rial complex after the name of late
President Ziaur Rahman at the
historical Kalurghat BetarKendra.

Replica of major structures of
the country, including Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban (parliament
building), National' Memorial of
Savar, Ahsan Manjil, Curzon Hall of
Dhaka University, Paharpur
Monastery, Karntajir Temple of

Dinajpur, Lalbag Fort and Sona
Masjid, will beinstalled atthe park.
Under the project, Kalurghat
Betar Kendra studio from where
the proclamation’ of independ-
ence came and the technical
equipment will be decorated and
furnished. _
Besides, model of three railway
stations, Church of Saint Nicholas
of Gazipur, Choto Kuthi'and Bara
Kuthi of Rajshahi  along with
houses conlaming socio-cultural
rituals of 13 tribal communities

_willalso besetup atthe valley.

"A "tower restaurant', an artifi-
cial hill, an artificial lake and a
fountain will be built at the park,”
said Saidur Rahman.

He said that there would be
special packages for thekids.

"Different rides including
bumper boat, paddle boat, family
coaster, 12 horses carousel, Farris
wheel, bumper car and kiddie
swing will be installed", he said,
adding that a tunnel under the
artificial hill for train track will also
be constructed.

Wehopetocompletethejobon
schedule, he added.

Concord will hand over the
park to the Ministry of Liberation
War Affairs after completion ofthe
work, he said. Then the ministry
will ‘either lease it out to private
sectorordealitself, sources said.

Construction of "heritage park®
begins next month

Mini Bangladesh (right). The trees will be felled to develop the park.

ASM Mahbubur Rahman,
resident engineer of Kalurghat
Betar Kendra, said that the Betar

authorities have already com-
pleted all formalities including
handing overofland.

"Some 13.6 acres of land outof  Liberation War by the Ministry of

27 acres owned by Betar was

Information to build the park”, he

handed over to the Ministry of added.

Bangladesh Betar Kalunghat centre (left) from where tha praclamation of indepen clence of Bangladesh was aired on March 25 night and the prnpnsed site for henlage park

To implement the project, a

good number of aged trees will be
felled, sourcessaid.

The horrible incident of 1971 still haunts Madhuri Lata. She whimpers for her martyred husband and
spends some time taking care of the monument (on the background) every moming.
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Tale of an abandoned monument

Madhuri Lata still whimpers fd_( her martyred hushand and relatives

SHAHIDUL ISLAM

Madhuri Lata sits silently every
morning in the courtyard for
some time with her eyes closed
and' prays for salvation of the
departed’ souls of her near and
dear ones killed by the Pakistani
occupation forces during the War
ofLiberationin 1971.

She is one of millions who lost
their near and dear ones during
the nine months' bloodbath from
March 25 toDecember16in1971.

"The horrible war memories
still haunt me terribly,” the elderly
woman told The Daily Star.

Shelooked deserted, pale and
frail.
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Madhuri, close to crossing 100
soon, is herselfaliving monument
of ages who witnessed many
epoch-making, historic and tur-
bulent period as well as happen-
ings of the immediate past cen-

The slaughter ground' at
Jamijuri in Dohazari of Chan-
danaish'is now virtually an aban-
doned and decrepit three-foot
concrete wall, popularly knownas
'Martyr Monument.' It is difficult
to discover any remains or mem-
oirsofthe warhere,

The Pakistani forces Killed
hundreds of innocent Bangalees,
including women and children, at
thegroundin 1971.
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And, 14 close relatives of
Madhuri, including her husband,
were slaughtered here. Thirteen
others were: Master Prafullah
Ranjan Bhatachariya, Kabiraj Tara
Charan Bhattachariya, freedom
fighter Bimal Das, Master Milan
Kanti Bhattachariya, Bishwersher
Bhattachariya, Dr Karuna
Chowdhury, Amar Das, Hari
Ranjan Bhattachariya, freedom
fighter Subhas Das, Benubala
Bhattachariya, Mohendra Sen
Bhattachariya, Nagendra Rani
and RamaniDas.

The names of the 14 martyrs
are inscribed on the monument

overlooking a ramshackle semi-

pucca house where two survivors,
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Madhuri Lata and her only son
Sunil Bhattachariya, of 1971
nightmare live. Sunil is now a
doctor.

"It was Idth of Baishakh
(Madhuri could not recollect the
Roman date), the Pakistani forces
stormed our house and opened
fire indiscriminately. I was a bit
fortunate and escaped hurriedly
in fright along with few other

‘women through' the backyard,"

Madhuri narrated feebly the
;l}ghtmn:ish experience of her
ife.

With tears rolling down her
face she continued: "As we
returned ' to the house after few
hours of the massacre, we found
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Each family of the martyrs had
received financial help once from
the post-independence Awami
League government.

Later, the concrete monument
was builtand an ALleader gave Tk
15,000 for development of the
monument. But afterwards nei-
ther families of the martyred got
any help from anywhere nor a
single touch of masonry was seen
on the monument yet. And, the
monument after 33 years of inde-
pendence is on the verge of com-
plete decay.
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