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An evening dedicated to martyrs of Liberation War

THE NATIONAL ZAINUL FESTIVAL 2004

Early works of the master

Fayza HAQ
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Fonewants avastarray of Zainul

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT m"éﬂq o I Abedin's eatlier pencil and pen
] AL and ink sketches one has only to

HE Victory Day Celebration visitthe collection at Bengal Founda-

of Shammiilito Shangskritik tion Gallery. There one finds the pen,

Jote began at the Shaheed
Minar. The organisation members,
however, were disappointed by the
fact thatforthe firsttime in14 years
the group was denied permission
to hold its programme at the
Bakultala premises, one ofitsmajor
regularvenues.

The four-day long celebration
was inaugurated by poet Shamsur
Rahman at'the Shahid Minar pre-
mises on December 13. Presided
over by Nasiruddin Yousuff, the
president of SSJ, Justice KM
Sobhan, Kamal Lohani,
Asaduzzaman Noor, Ramendu
Majumder, Liaquat Ali Lucky,
Mannan Heera, recitors from West
Bengal Partho Ghosh and Gouri

inkandwatercolour portrait ofa man
with glasses. Here his clothes have
only been suggested, and he has
some blue washes on his face and
hair. The background too has a blue
indigo wash. There is Rebellion,
which brings in a powerful, statu-
esque bull struggling with his head
and hoofs against the pulling of
Topes.

Two famine sketches bring in a
couple sitting with covered heads on
the ground and holding on to a child,
withabegging bowl in front. Another
such image brings in a barely clad
woman looking for food, with a small
container in her hand. The next one
depicts two bent images in rags, also
begging for food. Another has a

Ghosh also spoke on the occasion: : ; kinny girl holdin, her hands t
'Our spirit of Liberation War Liftle dancers of Spandon performs to the beat of a patriotic song kAl ;er b)rro%lhﬂgr :th ?sugau:; [;I:'lmsml:
should be guarded against the anti- uptumed bowl. There are three large

lotus, and some Bangla alphabelsin '
their hands, danced to the beat of

Liberation forces," said Shamsur

black ‘crows surrounding the chil-
Rahman.

dren.

As many as B0 singers of patrioticsongs. SalmaAkbar, Bulbul There is a portrait of a woman in
Chhayanaut, Udichi, Wrishiz, Kranti Mahalanabish, Samar Barua, which only the face has been brought
and Padatik started the programme  Biswajit Roy and Mamun Zahid in with sweeps of the hair tied back.

with the National Anthem Aamar
Shonar Bangla, which struck a
nationalistic chord in the audience.
The rendition of the popular Gono
Sangeet (people's song) Purba

digantey shurja uthecchey made the
audience nostalgic. Poet Shamsur

Khan presented various songs of
Rabindranath Tagore, Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra, folk songs and
modemsongs,

Cultural groups Srote, Nibedan
and' Khelaghar also performed
recitation, songs and dance pieces.

The subject appears to be pondering
over some thought. The bird studyin
pen and ink brings dainty sketches of
flying cranes with long beaks, legs
and blue scalloped wings. A land-
scape in pen, ink and watercolour

PHOTD’ S‘mﬂ

Rahman, accompanied by the
organisers, then placed a floral
wreath at the base of the Shaheed
Minar. A one-minute silence was
observed in memory of the martyrs
oftheLiberationWar.

The second part of the
programme featured cultural per-
formances. Spandan's little danc-

The last attraction of the evening
was Shubachan'sstreetdrama.

Rayer Bazar Intellectual Memo-

rial, Rabindra Sarovar Open Stage
at Dhanmondi, Mohila Shamity
Auditorium, Mirpur Stadium and
some other places of Dhaka Uni-
versity are the other venues of the

programme. The programmes will

AI cultural group pes.g.nts a chns ers, camrying the national flower,the  start everydayatdpm.

LIBERATION WAR MEMORIES Channeli to telecast
o . a . . Danger Man

Timir Nandy: When music was his weapon | ofrerdous wahid

KAVITA CHARANJI

'Tam proud that1 could fight with my
voice, even if not with arms,’ says a
nostalgic Timir Nandy, harking back
to the Liberation War. Long time
singer and musicdirector for Bangla-
desh Betar and BTV, Nandy also has
another persona. He has worked 14
years as a music teacher and piano
instructor with SFX Greenherald
International School, Dhaka.

Nandyis nostalgic as he goes back
to the turbulent times of the Libera-
tion War when he worked actively
with what was then the Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra (SBBK) in
Kolkata. Excerpts from a recent
conversation with The Daily Star.

'Before the attack on March 25,
1971, we went to Kurigramto join our
relatives, We heard that the Pakistani
army had carried out a genocide all
over the then East Pakistan. When
the army came to Rangpur, we
decided to move to the village Bagua.
Every night we listened' to SBBK
because we had doubts about the
authenticity of Pakistani radio
broadcasts,

'I was then 13 and wanted to join

* the battle but my family thought that

I was too young to do so. The Paki-
stanis were killing and attacking
innocent people in houses and
villages. The Pakistani army had
spread out to Ulipur near Bagua. We
rented a big boat and prepared to

movetolIndiatoasaferplace.

In Kolkata, we were on thelookout
for SBBK. Once I saw a photograph
in one of the dailies. The picture
depicted a young freedom fighter
putting his rifle on the feet of his
father and asking for his blessings.
The picture inspired me to take part
inthewar,

JiseMyanother felt that T should ]um

the SBBK if 1 wanted to play arole in
the war. Firially, after a long search, 1
was able to locate the organisation,
which was based in Ballygunge,
Kolkata.

At SBBK, I came in contact with
many Bangladeshi music directors

and renowned singers. Among them

. were Mohammad Abdul Jabbar, Ajit

Roy, Shujeo Shaym, Fakir Alamgir,

Anup Bhattacharya, Rafiqul Alam,
Lucky Akhand and Rathindranath
Roy. It hurt me when I saw the poor
living conditions of these renowned
people. There were around 20-25
people in one house and one floor. 1
wasinmybrother's house.

I was a singer in the children's
group. The authorities of SBKK said
they would call me when they
recorded a chorus song, because
only the renowned artistes' were
doingsolos.

I'soon became amember of Shilpi
Shoronarthi Goshtl, a cultural
organisation. This: institution had
members such as Mamunur Rashid,
Assaduzaman Noor, Fakir Alamgir,
Rafiqul Alamand MitaliMukherjee.

What were we doing with this
organisation? We went to the border
areas where the freedom fighters
were and everywhere in Kolkata with
our songs, to stage dramas. The aim
was to keep the morale up of the
freedomfighters.

We sang different kinds of patri-
otic songs. Among them were
Tirhara Al Dhauer Sagar, Manbona
Ai Bondhona and Shono Ekti
Mujiborer Theke, 'concluded Nandy:

The last 33 years since the Libera-
tion War have seen Nandy go from
strength to strength. Now a well-
established singer, his memories of
this momentous historical period
live on.
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The premiere show of the tele-
film Danger Man, directed by
singer Ferdous Wahid, was held
recently,

Produced by Masud Ahmed,
the film presents ODM, a pri-
vate investigating agency run by
several former military officers.
These intrepid people are com-
mitted to the cause of justice
and are vocal opponents ofanti-
socials. The frontrunning agent
is 'DangerMan',

Acclaimed film director
Nargis Akhter, Intekhab
Mahmud, senior vice-president,
sales and marketing, Citycell and
singer Shubir Nandi were pres-
cntatthe premiere,

Dwelling on the strengths of
the' film, Nargis Akhter said,
'The touch of modemisation in
this film will amuse everyone.
The special effects and the
background music are praise-
worthy.'

Ferdous Wahid plays Danger
Man. Some young and upcom-
ingartistesalsointhe cast.

On' the occasion of the Vic-
tory Day; Channel i will telecast
Danger Man as a special tele-
film.

depicts tall trunks and de{:oraﬂve.

leaves whichare tinted with blue.

A study in pen and ink against a
chutney-green background shows an
old craftsman with white beard, cap,
glasses and sarong, busy at his work.
The study of the reclining figure
presents a resting worman with flow-
ingblackhair. Thisisdonein pen and
ink. The study of the standing
woman has a bare bosomed woman
wearing a striped sarong and with
her dark hair in a bun. Three more
studies bring a standing woman with
her arms akimbo and staring on'in
front. The next brings two Eurapean
men sitting at tea and chatting ami-
cably. The third has a man in blue
reading with a pile of books resting
onhisknee.

Two Faces, watercolour

A study has a mother and child
theme with the mother cuddling her
baby on her lap. This is done in pen-
cil. Another study has a woman
comforting another by putting her
arms around the other person. Thisis
done in pen, ink and blue wash. A
pen and ink sketch brings in a man
pulling a cart of milk pails. There is
then awomanina sari, seen from the
back and this is’ in watercolour
washes, AJapanese man's head and
kimono top is brought in the next
penandinksketch.

A reclining .woman's figure is
brought in a sketch touched up with
watercolour, A landscape with

houses, cliffs and bushes, containing
the figure of a woman and a child is
done in pen. Equally unusual is the
landscape study with people gath-
ered around a grounded boat. The
portrait of a child with curly hair is
brought in a pen and ink sketch. A
woman peeping though an opening
in the wallis seenin another delinea-
tion.

There are some works in washes
such as the landscapes that bring in
trees, houses and paths in red, blue
green and yellow sweeps. They bring
inidyllicimagesofhomes,

The sketches are powerful and
often notseenbefore.
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Joney Joney Janata
Special dramaserial (Part2)
On Channel iat8:25pm
Story: Rabeya Khatun, Direction: Saidul

Cast: Raisul Islam Asad, Shams Shuman,
Lituanam, ShamimZaman, Meem

Lahab, Sahab, Nabab and Rubai are
siblings from a middle class family.
Lahab and Sahab join the guerilla force
to fight for their motherland. The
Pakistani army one day arrest their
father and he never comes back. Rubai
falls in love with Hridoy, who tries to
save the family amidst curfew during
the last ten days of the war. Despite all
his efforts, the Pakistani army catches
Rubal'and takes her to aiconcentration
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