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Visitors win
opener in
Pepsi v'ball

SPORTS REPORTER

Kathmandu Metropolitan City team
got off to a fine start in the Pepsi
Victory Day Volleyball Tournament
defeating Bangladesh Police 3-2
yesterday:

In an evenly contested opening
match at the Shaheed Subrawardi
National Indoor Stadium in Mirpur,
the visitors who boast three
national players, won 25-22, 23-25,
25-21,18-25and 15-12.

Earlier, Advisor to the Commerce
Ministry Barkatullah Bulu declared
the six-team meet open.
Bangladesh Volleyball Federation
president Nasiruddin Pintu and
Executive Director of sponsors
Transcom Beverages Limited
Galam Quddus Chowdhury were
also present.

Two more chess

meets in shortly
SPORTS REPORTER

Leonine Chess Club will organise
the Leonine International Rating
Chess tournament from December
19 at the Chess Federation hall
rOOML

Only rated players can enroll
their names by December 17 at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation office.

The nine-round Swiss League
competition will offer cash awards
worth Tk 30,000.

Besides, on the Victory Day, the
Chess Players Association of
Bangladesh will organise the Blitz
Simultaneous Chess Tournament at
thesamevenue.

Zia goes
FROM PAGE 13
with Nguyen, FM Sheikh Nasir
Ahmed beat Saifuddin Laviu, Rahul
Sangma of India beat Mahtabuddin
Ahmed Robin, FM Abu Sufian Shakil
beat Shamima Akter Liza, Tanomy
Pattanayk of India beat Arman
Monir, Sohel Chowdhury beat
Monir Hossain, FM Rezaul Haque
beat Souvik Charaborty of India,
Debaraj Chatterjee beat Rabiul
Islam and Prasenjit Dutta got walk-
over against Aminul Islam Palash.
The nine-round Swiss League
meet concludes today, Sl
{ \ L B

Indians shop

FROM PAGE 13

visited Elephant Road, Gulshan and
the Bashundhara City, the biggest
shopping mall of the country, where
they had snacks in the afternoon at
former Bangladesh cricket captain
NaimurRahman's eatery.

Most of the senior members,
however, decided to relax. Sourav
spent the day with his wife and
daughter who arrived here the
previous night, Sachin Tendulkar
was hardly seen and Rahul Dravid
went to the Zia International Airport
to receive his wife, sources said.

The Bangladesh team enjoyed
totalrest.

Ctg gets set

FROM PAGE 13

referring to ICC code of conduct.
CJKS already fixed the rates of

tickets that would be available at the

stadium counters in the outer sides

of the stadium from.
The daily ticket prices for the Test
and ODI match are as follows:
Test ODI
EastGallery Tk30 Tk 100
West Gallery Tk50 Tk 150
Pavilion Tk200  Tk500

The six hospitality boxes of the
stadium would be offered for Tk 50
thousand each for both the matches.

Saqib ends Agrani run

FROM PAGE 13
But Abahani's four-prong spin
attack got on top as the Agrani mid-
dle order lost their way. Despite
Pakistani batsman Igbal Sheikh's 54
off 64 balls featuring four fours and
two sixes, they were all out for 188 in
46 overs.

Off spinner Naimur was the pick
of the Abahani attack with 3-42
while fellow spinners Rajan, Umar
and Ahsanullah Fassan shared six
wicketsevenly.

MSC-CITY

Tareq Aziz was on fire as he took six
wickets for 26 runs from 7.4 overs as
City Club easily defended their 210-
9 atthe Fatullah Cricket Stadium.

Mohammedan who lost their
previous match to archrivals
Abahani, never got a start and were
skittled outfor 165in43.4 overs.

Man-of-the-match Tareq, left out
of the national team for the Test
series against India, removed open-
ers Mukthar Siddiki (0) and Shahriar
Hossain (1) in his first two overs.
One-down Shamsur Rahman was
retired hurt but Kenyan star Steve
Tikolo tried to halt an impending
disaster during a third wicket stand
of 51 with Mazharul Haque.

But Tareq came back to destroy
the middle order as Mohammedan
slumped to 56-5losing three wickets
including that of out of sorts captain
Minhajul Abedin for a three-ball
duckin thespanoftworuns.

The talented Wasel Uddin's 68-
ball 49, studded with three fours and
a six had given Mohammedan slight
hope as he shared an 88-run stand
with Arafat Sunny (36) but once it
was broken, the end came fast.

Earlier, City Club had been in
deep trouble at 25-4 after being put
into bat. Lanky paceman Anwar
Munir took the first four wickets to
onway to afive-wicket haul buthalf-
centuries from Bangladesh U-19
opener Shahriar Nafees Ahmed and

skipper Khaled Mahmud took City

beyond the 200-nin mark.

Left-handed Nafees played the
anchor role in a 125-ball stay while
ex-national captain Mahmud hit
two fours and two sixes in his 72-ball
effort. It was City's third win in five
outings.

BIMAN-PEGASUS
Having lost their last two games,
Biman faced another scare before
holding their nerve at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Staditum.
Biman made just 182 and
Pegasus were chasing well with
openers Asadul Habib (52) and
Junaid Siddiqi (23) putting on 74.
But paceman Mohammad Sharif
captured three wickets for 22 form
8.4 and man-of-the match
Humyaun Kabir, who scored 29,
chipped in with a couple of wickets
as Pegusus folded for 166.

Shevchenko rules
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received this award,”" said
Shevchenko. "Twant to dedicate this
to the Ukrainian people. I offer this
'Golden Ball' to my people.

"It is difficult to speak of the
situation in Ukraine, but it is clear
that people in Ukraine deserve
democracy," he said in reference to
the fragile political situation in the
country after a first presidential
election run-off, officially won by
the country's pro-Moscow prime
minister, was annulled by the
supreme court because of fraud.

Known as the Ballon D'Or
(Golden Ball), the prestigious prize
was created by the French football
magazine France Football in 1956.
Voting is undertaken by a group of
European football journalists.

Shevchenko has scored 102
goals in Serie A since signing from
Dynamo Kiev five years ago in a
37.5-million-euro transfer.

.. | Helbecameithe ficdt foreignecito

. top the scoring charts in a debut
“season in Italy with 24 goals in 32

matches.
Shevchenko is also in the run-
ning for FIFA's world player of the

year, along with Arsenal's French’

striker Thierry Henry and

Ronaldinho, to be announced on
December20.

SHEVA FACTS

Factfile on 2004 European
Footballer of the Year Andriy
Shevchenko:-

Dateofbirth: 29/09/1976

Place of birth: Dvirkivshchyna (ex-
Soviet Union, Ukraine)

Nationality: Ukrainian

Height: 1.83m

Weight: 73kg

Position: striker

Club career: Dynamo Kiev (1994-
1999), ACMilan (since 1999)
Caps:58

Goals forcountry: 26

Honours:

Champions League: winner (2003),
top scorer (1999)

European Super-cup: winner (2003)
[talian League title (2004)

Italian Cup winner (2003)

Italian league top scorer: (2000,
2004)

Ukraj gue title: (1995, 1996,
Lo57 THhg 1h00) '
Ukraine Cup winner (1996, 1998,
1989)

Clubstatistics:

118 matches in Ukraine with
Dynamo Kiev, 60 goals

164 matches in [taly with AC Milan,
102 goals

‘England's bad
warm-up

AFP, Potchefstroom

England went down to a convincing
seven-wicket defeat against South
Africa A here Monday in their final
warm-up match before this week's
first Test, losing by seven wickets in a
three-day first-class fixture played in
hot weather and interrupted by rain
andlightning.

South Africa Aneeded just30 overs
to overhaul England’slead of 134, with
the visitors all out earlier in their
secondinnings forameagre 190.

Chasing a moderate target, the
home-team got off o a poor start
when Martin van [aarsveld -- top
scorer in the firstinnings --was caught
behind by Geraint Jones off paceman
Matthew Hoggard for aduck.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the third and final
day of the tour match between South
Africa A and England at Sedgars Park
onMonday:

ENGLAND: First innings 225 (Strauss
50; Langeveldt5-48)

SOUTH AFRICA A: First innings 281
(Van Jaarsveld 71; S Jones 3-49, Flintoff
3-50)

ENGLAND: Second innings (over-
night 154-7)
TrescothicklbwbWilloughby 2

StrausscDuminyb Mbhalati 0
Butcher|bwbWilloughby 0
Vaughan cBoucher b Willoughby 100
ThorpebWilloughby 11
FlintoffbMorkel 21
GJonescBoucher bMbhalati 26
GilescVan Jaarsveld bThomas 2
Hoggardc Prince b Langeveldt 3
SJones ¢Prince b Langeveldt 5
Harmison notout 13
Extras: (Ib-2, w-1, nb-4) 7

Total: (All outin53.1 overs) 190
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-3,3-3, 4-29, 5-64,
6-109,7-125,8-164,9-176

Bowler 0O M R W
Willoughby 14 2 63 4
Mbhalati 120053 a8 2
Langeveldt 121 5 25 2
Morkel 6 0 31 1
Thomas [+ By 1 T R
Ontong 3 0 16 0
SA A:Secondinnings

PuttickcGJonesb Sfones 45
VanJaarsveldcGJonesbHoggard 0
Ontonge Gilesb Harmison 23
Princenotout 23
Duminynotout 25
Extras: (Ib-12, w-3, nb-4) 19
Total: (For 3wktsin30 overs) 135

Fallofwickets: 1-1,2-72, 376
Did not bat: Boucher, Morkel,
Thomas, Langeveldt, Mbhalati,

Willoughby

ler JebiciglhM R W
Hogggircl 4200 & 1
Harmison i2 ) ) b |
Flintoff 5 I 100 0O
SJones 8038 k)
Giles ) Sl A Sy
Result: South Africa A won by 7 wick-
els, ’

Barred by male desire!
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discourages women from taking
partinsports,

"I think an Indian sports-
woman's lifespan is very short ...
because of pressures of marriage
and the Indian male's congept of
beauty," shesaid.

"Most of the [ndian men want to
have a bride with a fair skin," she
said.

To this end, Indian's largest
consumer company, Hindustan
Lever, promotes a skin cream called
Fair and Lovely with an advert of an
aspiring female cricket broadcaster
who gets a job after she uses the
product tolighten her skin.

"In Australia sport is a culture. It
is not the same over here. Women
are not allowed to come out of their
homes in villages. They are denied
opportunity,” the captain says.

She blames school authorities
and the government for failing to
encourage women (o take part in

sport.

Girls do not play cricket at school
here and take more readily to tradi-
tional women's sports such as
hockey, athletics and tennis.

But the game is played in the
universities and national champi-
onships are held regularly.

"Far us it is just the pride of
playing for the country which is
keeping us going. There is no
monetary benefit here and we
keep pushing ourselves. Few
people do that. When you come to
the crossroads and it is a career
option most women opt out,"
Maben says.

Belinda Clark, the Australian
captain, agrees that Indian sports-
women face more challenges than
herown compatriots.

"At home women's sport does
not generally get the media atten-
tion or interest. But at the same
time I think in our culture women
have an equal opportunity. Itis not
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unusual to play tennis or rughy or
cricket in Australia," Clark
explains.

But Irfan Sait, joint secretary of
the All India Women's Cricket
Association, says India might not
have the same sports culture as
Australia but Indian women crick-
eters also do not work hard enough
o getnoticed.

"Indian girls are talented but
they need to putin more hard work.
Here sports is not a culture like
Australia. It is not that women are
discriminated against. Today they
take up all professions,” Saitsaid.

"What we have to do is to make
them believe in themselves ... then
people will come to watch. It is a
mindset," he said.

Pakistan up

FROM PAGE 13

"We have had things pretty much
our own way but Pakistan are a very
goodside."

Pakistan have long revelled in
their reputation as the most unpre-
dictable team in world cricket,
brilliantone day, hopeless the next.

The brilliant days have been few
and far between lately, however, as
they rebuild under captain
Inzamamul Haq and new coach Bob
Woolmer.

They were beaten by a second-
string Western Australia team after
collapsing for 83 and crumbled to
defeat within three days against the
full-strengthWestern Australiaside.

"Obvigusly we don't look like
we're going to beat the Australians,”
Woolmer said.

"We don't look like we can beat
anyone at the moment but I've seen
the Pakistan side play like this and
I'veseenthemcomeright."

There have been some glimmers
of hope for the troubled tourists.
Opening batsman Salman Butt has
shown some encouraging form and
express fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar
poses areal danger on theWACA, the
world's fastest and bounciest pitch.

Pakistan also received a timely
boost when off-spinner Shoaib
Malik was cleared to play despite
concerns over his bowlingaction.

Inzamam conceded that his
team faced an enormous challenge
but was optimistic they could prove
the doubters wrong.

"The only way we can prove
peoplewrongiswhenweplayonthe
field of play, s0 we're going to just
have to work a damn sight harder
thanweareatthe moment," hesaid.

GP Nat'l Pair
Bridge from
Dec 16

PRESS RELEASE

The GrameenPhone National Pair
Bridge Championship-2004 for
Khondkar Fazle Sobhan Trophy will
be held from December 16-17 at
Hotel Razmoni Isha Khain the city.

Registration of teams will start at
9:00am at the venue and the game
will startat 10:00am.

Interested pairs are requested to
register their names as per schedule.

The two-day meet organised by

Goals guaranteed

(¥ Football

AFP, Rorne

Andriy Shevchenko, who was
named as European Footballer of
the Year on Monday, has been a
revelation since he signed for AC
Milan from Dynamo Kiev five years
ago.

Combining pace and skill with
great accuracy, the 28-year-old
Ukrainian striker has scored 102
goals in Serie A, proving his 26 mil-
lion pound (37.5 million euro)

Spanish giants Barcelona.

The following season
Shevchenko scored eight goals to
help the Ukrainians into the semi-
finals of the competition and his
outstanding performances saw him
come third in the poll for the 1999
FIFAWorld Player of the Year award.

He won five championships and
two Ukrainian Cups with Dynamo
before packing hisbags for Italy.

Shevchenko is the talisman of the
Ukraine national team, but despite
playing in many qualifying matches
he is yet to play in a major final
tournament for his country.

twice in AC Milan's 6-0 home win
over Fiorentina thatleft the defend-
ing champions in second place,
four points behind leaders
Juventus.

Shevchenko beat off competi-
tion from Brazilian midfielder Deco,
a Champions League winner with
Porto last season, and Barcelona's
Brazilian star Ronaldinho to win the
prestigious award.

Known as the Ballon D'Or
(Golden Ball), the prize was created
by the French football magazine
France Football in 1956, Voting is
undertaken by a group of European

Bangladesh Bridge Federation and | transferfee was moneywellspent. Hemarried girlfriend Kristen Pazik  football journalists.
sponsored by GrameenPhone, H;: beca.:’:;; Lh:h first fureig::lerb to ‘Tddyﬁmpdbe;:mﬂn::fam;rm October i ml.u;nrtlus;i Czecg] midfj;l{!er
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touch Iln e ban one-season wunder, ; AFE,
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Fulham blot for MU

K3 Football

AFP, London

Papa Bouba Diop's superb equaliser
for Fulham blew Manchester
United's chance to reel in English
Premiership front-ninners Arsenal
and Chelsea in a 1-1 draw at Craven
Cottage here on Monday.

England striker Alan Smith
looked to have ensured a fifth
straight United league win when he
scored from close range in the 33rd
minute after Portugal winger
Cristiano Ronaldo sped down the
left flankbefore crossing.

But Senegal midfielder Bouba
Dioup levelled in the 87th minute
with a fierce blast from outside the
box ensured United missed the
chance to capitalise on Arsenal and
Premiership leaders Chelsea's 2-2
stalemate onSunday. ;

United's setback leaves them
four points behind third-placed
champions Arsenal and nine adrift
of Chelsea. Fulham moved up to
14th in the table, just four points
above therelegationzone.

Afterwards United boss Sir Alex
Ferguson asked if he felt the result
meant his tearn had dropped two
points, rather than gained one, told
Sky Sports: "What do you think?
Christ, the goal was an absolute give
away. '

*It was a great performance, the
football was fantastic but we just
never finished them off and when
you don't finish teams off things like

2006 World Cup
Premiere gets
the rights

AFP, Munich

The German subscription TV channel
Premiere said on Monday it would
broadcast live all 64 matches of the
2006 World Cup to be hosted by
Germany.

Premiere, formerly part of the now
dismantled Kirch group, will have
exclusive domestic rights to eight of
the matches afterreaching agreement
with the Infront Sports and Media
agency, which sells the rights for
foatball's world governing body FIFA.

Financial details of the deal were
not revealed, but a source from the
German broadcaster told AFP it was
worth around 25 million euros (33.2
milliondollars).

Two state-owned channels, ARD
and ZDE have already obtained the
rights to show 48 matches of the
finals, which take place from June 9 to
July 9, 2006.

ARD and ZDF will show all of the
host nation's matches, including the
opening match, and will show the
quarter-finals, semi-finals and final
regardless of whether Germany make
itthat far.

Magura soccer

OUR CORRESPONDENT

The match between Parnanduali
Ekadosh and Niznanduali Sporting
Club in the Shaheed Mukul Smriti
Football League ended in a goalless
draw at the Magura Government
College playground yesterday.

that can happen. In fairness it was a
fantastic strike but we should have
been over the sunrise and away.
They huffed and puffed but they
werenever reallyany threat tous,
"The result has destroyed a really
good performance by us," added
Ferguson who said United should

Rave killed Fulham off in the first

He agreed the draw was made all
the more disappointing by Sunday's
result. "That's what makes it so bad,
the fact that both our main rivals
dropped points and it gave us a great
opportinity to get them. But I made
the point on Friday that the most
important result was our own and
we haven'tdelivered."”

Fulham manager Chris Coleman
said: "They (United) hit the post
twice but once they didn't get the
second goal maybe they got a little
bit nervous and we grew in confi-
dence. It was a fantastic strike that
got us a point at the end. For a big
guy he (Diop) has got great tech-
nique,"

United started with Smith and
England team-mate Wayne Rooney
in attack, a late fitness test on a calf
injury ruling out their top scorer
RuudvanNistelrooy.

Coleman gave 20-year-old right-
back Liam Rosenior his Premiership
debut and the task of marking
United and Wales veteran winger
Ryan Giggs.

Both Rooney and England right-
back Gary Neville fired early efforts
over Edwin van der Sar's crossbar as
United controlled the early

exchanges.

However, the visitors were grate-
ful to skipper Roy Keane for a last-
ditch tackle on Brian McBride when
the USA striker connected with a
defence-splitting pass with only
keeper Roy Carroll to beat in the
United goal 24 minutesin.

But the writing was on the wall
for Fulham as Republic of Ireland
midfielder Keane and then Rooney
rattled Fulham's woodwork before
Smith scored to cap a three-minute
assault.

First, Ian Pearce's weak clearance
went straight to Keane, who
unleashed a right-foot shot that
struckVan der Sar's left upright with
halfanhourgone.

Rooney then hit the Netherlands
stopper's other post after Paul
Scholes played in the teenage for-
ward down the left channel for a low
shot.

Within a minute, Smith had put
United ahead when Fulham agiin
failed to clear the ball from the box.

Smith won the ball in midfield
and fed Cristiano Ronaldo whose
pacesaw him burstdown the rightto

Cross.

Smith's first shot was blocked by
Rosenior but he won the ball back
with a firm tackle as he and Sylvain
Legwinskislidin.

After finding his feet, Smith
stumbled through a Rosenior chal-
lenge before flicking a shot past Van
der Sar with the outside of his right
foot.

But the Cottagers, who put a run
ofthree straight Premiership defeats

behind them with a 1-0 win at
Norwich City on their last outing,
started the second-half well when a
minute after the re-strat Bouba Diop
forced Carroll to tip his header over
the bar.

Fulham skipper Andy Cole
scored 121 goals in 268 appearances
for United and showed why
Ferguson still rates him highly when
he hitthe postfive minuteslater.

On his 350th league appearance,
the former England striker turned
Rio Ferdinand in the box before
hitting a rising shot against the
woodworkwith Carroll well beaten.

United's Argentina left-back
Gabriel Heinze curled a 72nd min-
utefree kickjust wide before Fulham
threw on pacy Canada striker
Tomasz Radzinski an Collins John in
anattempttorescueapoint.

John thought he had won a pen-
alty in the 84th minute when Heinze
pushedhimin the faceand Colesent
alate header just wide before Bouba
Diop's strike flew inside Carroll's

right post.

a8
m

English Premiership table after Monday's
match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,
goals against, points):

Chelsea 1712 4 133 8 40
Everton 713 32114 36
Arsenal 17 10 5 2 44 22 35
Man Utd 7 87 223 1 H
Middlesbrough!? 8 5 4 29 22 29
Villa 17 6 7 422 19 25

PHOTO: AFP

Fulham's Liam Rosenior is ecstatic after the equaliser scored by teammate Papa Boupa Diop in London on

December13.



