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Mahathir arrives
Friday with
50-member

business team

STAFF CORRESPONDENT !

Mahathir Mohamad arrives in the
city Friday leading a 50-member
Malaysian business delegation.

Members of the high-profile
business team will attend the first
Bangladesh-Malaysia Business
Forum organised by Bangladesh-
Malaysia Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (BMCCI) beginning
from Saturday.

Three memoranda of under-
standing (MoUs) will be signed
during the' two-day forum to pro-
motebilateral trade and investment,
BMCCI leaders told a press confer-
enceyesterday.

The forum will have six working
sessions focussed on cross-border
investment, trade in post-Geneva
regime, bridging the digital divide,
infrastructure development, export
of food products to Malaysia, and
tourismand aviation.

Finance and Planning Minister

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Leader of the Oppositionin parllamentand Awami League President Sheikh Hasinaand her senior party leaderslaya
wreathat the Martyred Intellectuals Mausoleum at Mirpurin the capital yesterday,

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan and India opened talks
yesterday to hammer out an agree-
ment on giving advance warning of
ballistic missile tests and other steps
to avert any accidental launch of
nuclearweapons.

The talks between senior officials
from the South Asian neighbours,
part of aslow-moving peace process
begun in January, will focus on so-
called nuclear confidence-building
measures.

With a chequered history of
relations, including three wars since
independence in 1947, India and
Pakistan "have to be mspnns:ble
nuclear weapons states," Pakistani
foreign ministry spokesman
Masood Khansaid.

"There should notbean acciden-
tal or unauthorised launch or
exchange of nuclear weapons, that

will cause havoc," he said, adding
that the measures under discussion
would create an environment for
"nuclearriskreduction.”

Pakistan and India held tit-for-
tat nuclear detonations in May 1998
and have twice since come close to
war over divided Kashmir.

However the two countries
normally inform each other when
holding one of their frequent missile
tests and the talks may lead to the
signing ofa formal agreementonthe
issue.

The delegations are led by addi-
tional' secretary at' the Pakistani
foreign ministry Tariq Osman Hyder
and his Indian counterpart Meera
Shankar,

"We are very happy to be in
Islamabad. The weather is certainly
better than Delhi at the moment,”
Shankar told reporters in the
Pakistanicapital.

Indo-Pak talks start to
avert nuke 'havoc'

"We look forward to continuing
the dialogue on nuclear CBMs
(confidence building measures) that
we started in June,” she said. *I1ook
forward to a result-oriented process
whichwill be in the interests of both
the countries.”

Atthe talks in New Delhiin June-
- the first in the current peace pro-
cess -- the two countries recognized
the need to work for "strategic sta-
bility” in the region, Pakistan's Khan
said.

The two sides are expected to
discuss the details of a hotline
between top foreign ministry offi-
cials to regularly communicate with
eachother, headded.

In June both sides agreed to set.

up the hotline and reiterated a 1999
agreement that neither would hold
anothernucleartestunless forced to
by "extraordinaryevents'.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Govt ordered to
explain why law
on women's JS
seats not illegal

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court (HC) yesterday
asked the government to'‘explain in
two weeks why the law providing for
election to women's reserved seats
in parliament should not be
declaredunconstitutional,

Issuing the rule upon a writ
petition filed by 13 women leaders
challenging the process of distribu-
tion of 45 reserved seats for women
among the :

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

ACC's clarification

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) in a rejoinder yesterday pro-

tested a report published in The

Daily Star on December 13 with the
headline 'ACC chief wants sacked

DGbackas secretary’.
The rejoinder said the chairman
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

]AMILA'S DUBAI ORDEAL

Govt weighs in to
punish recruiter
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The government has taken up the
case of Jamila and asked theauthori-
ties concerned to take stern action
against the' culprits’ involved in
sendinghertoDubai,

The authorities will file criminal
cases and immediately cancel the
licence of the agency responsible for
sending the girl abroad, sources in
the Ministry of Expatriate Welfare
and Overseas Employment said
yesterday.

Sixteen-year-old Jamila, who
hails from Jangal in Sonargaon
under Narayanganj district, was
sent to Dubai about two years ago,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Unilever MD
gets AmCham
award

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SanjivMehta, chairman and manag-
ing director of Unilever Bangladesh
1Ltd, received Business Executive of
the Year 2003 award from American
Chamber of Commerce (AmCham)
inBangladesh.

US energy firm El Paso
Corporation was adjudged
Outstanding American Company of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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Prime Bank announces the

offhiﬂY'mil‘d branch at Sh'émrqil -

Hazi A Rahman Super Market & Shopping Tower, Chittagong Road Intersection, Siddhirganj, Narayanganj
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The intern doctors at Mitford
General Hospital went on an indefi-
nite strike yesterday afternoon
causing a serious disruption in
treatmentat the hospital.

The intern doctors of the 27th
batch of Sir Salimullah Medical
College (SSMC) called the strike in
protest against the assault on Dr
Saiful Islam Eline, the newly elected
secrelary general of the hospital's
interndoctors' association. | '

Sources said a group of SSMC
students led by Bashir Ahmed Khan,

Opening...

ASSOCIATION POLLS

Mitford interns go
on wildcat strike

athird-yearstudent, on Sunday beat
up Dr Eline, rejecting the results of
the association's election held. op
Saturday. They also ransacked the
doctors' canteenat the hospital.

The newly elected leaders of the
association met Principal of the
college Dr M Abdullah and
requested him to punish Bashir,
who is also the organising secretary

of BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi Chhatra |

Dal's SSMCunit.

“We will not call off the strike
until disciplinary action is taken
against Bashir,” said Dr Kazi Md
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