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in conformitywith the 12 directives of
the Supreme Court.

The petitioner also suggested the
new formulations the Law
Commission will make sent back to
courtinsixweeks forimplementation.

Barrister Amir- Ul Islam submitted
to the court two documents contain-
ing recommendations and opinions
made by Ban Administrative
Service Association and the establish-
mentministryontheseparation.

The court also ordered Attorney
General AF Hassan Ariff in writing to
inform it whether the dmft rules
prepared and sent for presidential
approval are in line with Supreme
Court directives.

The attorney general submitted a
copy of the draft rules and relevant
papers sent by the establishment
ministry to the Prime Minister's Office
for presidential approval, whichithad
asked for Sunday.

'NAMETHEM'

The court asked TH Khan to divulge
the identity of the person who
directed Senior Assistant Secretary of
the establishment ministry Khalilur
Rahman to convene the November 1
meeting.

"Those can be found in the docu-
ments thatI havealready submitted to

icials

the court," Khan said, without disclos-
ing the name, "Moreover, you (court)
did not give any written order for this.
Please ordermeinwriting," headded.

The courtlater decided toissue the

writtenorder.

OFFICIALS KEPT STANDING

At one stage of the hearing, Khan told
the court, "For the last three days, you
havekept them (government officials)
standing. I expected you to ask them
to takeseats."

*There are joint secretaries among
my clients whose ranks are equivalent
to the High Court judges," he
remarked.

The court reacted sharply to the
remarks and ordered the counsel to
furnish the warrant of precedence.

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam protested
at the remarks and abserved no such
comparisonshould bedrawn.

Khan later apologised for his
comiments.
WRONGDOINGADMITTED
The counsel for the government
officials admitted that his clients
committed wrong by distorting the
Supreme Court draftrules.

"The draft you made did not reach
my clients, they got the one the law

ministry prepared,” hesaid.

Invest more
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would be the country's largest
private sector satellite earth station
aimed at facilitating local and over-
seas data and multimedia commu-
nications.

The finance minister observed
that, due to lack of infrastructure
facilities, the country could not
make much progress in information
and communication technology
(ICT).

But, he expressed the hope, once
the country is connected with the
information superhighway through
submarine cable network by
September next year the sector
wouldwitmess significant growth.

Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC)
Chairman Syed Marghub Murshed
was thespecial guest of the function.
Economic Relations Division
Secretary Mirza Tasadduq Hussain
Beg, Infrastructure Development
Company Limited (IDCOL) Chief
Operating Officer (CO0) M Fouzul
Kabir Khan, Prime Bank Chairman

Azam ] Chowdhury and Janata Bank *

Chairman Khandakar Shahidul
[slamspoke, amongothers.

Murshed in his speech appreci-
ated the initiative to build such a
satellite earthstation and termed ita
milestone in the country's [CT
sector,

The single largest ICT infrastruc-
ture project will be built through a
syndicated loan and equity financ-
ing from the central bank at the
Savar Export Processing Zone.

The total project cost has been
estimated at Tk 16.24 crore. Of that
the syndicate comprising IDCOL,
Janta Bank and Prime Bank will
provide Tk 9.74 as loan, the Equity
and Entrepreneurship Fund of
Bangladesh Bank will provide Tk
3.18 crore as equity and the remain-
ing Tk 3.32 crore will be invested by
DNS SatComm.

DNS SatComm Ltd earlier had
obtained thelicence from the BTRC,
the telecom watchdog, to construct
the station.

DNS SatComm Ltd COO Atiqul
Ahsan said, "Corporate houses,
banks and satellite television chan-
nelswould be our prime prospective
clients,"

He said, after the earth station is
set up, DNSwould be able to provide
lower bandwidth enabling banks to
establish more automated teller
machines (ATMs) at remote places
withlower costinvolvement.

"Oncethe station is on, we expect
to have a boom in use of ATMs and

'f-'md“t-‘illdﬂ.“'hesafdf--"-'3—‘--' IR

Currently banks use VSAT (very
small aperture terminal) for online
banking and running remote ATMSs.
The lowest bandwidth locally avail-
able is 64 kbps (kilobytes per sec-
ond), whichiscostly.

So, once we are ready; local banks
would be able to go online with a
lower budget, he quipped.

DNS SatComm Ltd Managing
Director Rafael Kabir offered the
vote ofthanks.

Nation pays homage
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With defeat looming large, the
Pakistani occupation army aided by
their local collaborators -- Razakar,
Al-Badr and Al-Shams -- abducted
frontline Bangalee intellectuals and
professionals on December 14, 1971
andkilled them to cripple the nation
intellectually:

The killers dragged renowned
academics, teachers, litterateurs,
doctors, engineers, journalists and
other eminent personalities blind-
folded out of their houses and killed
them before dumping the bodies in
Rayerbazar, Mirpur and otherkilling
fields.

Different sociocultural arganisa-
tions and political parties observed
the day through various
programmes, including seminars,
discussion and silent processions.
They hoisted black flag and the
national flag at half-mast to com-
memorate the martyred intellectu-
als.

Thousands of people, including
teachers, students, freedom fight-
ers, party activists, professionals
and members of the martyred intel-
lectuals’ families, visited the
Martyred Intellectuals Mausaleum
at Mirpur and Rayerbazar Memorial
and placed wreaths to show respect
to the martyrs. :
President Iajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and
Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar placed
wreaths at the Mirpur Martyred
Intellectuals Mausoleum in the
moming.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina placed
wreath at the mausoleum and later
visited the Rayerbazar memorial
builton the mainkilling field.

Projonmo Ekattor and Amra
Muktijoddhar Santan, two organisa-
tions of the children of martyred
intellectuals and freedom fighters,
staged a token hunger strike and
held a rally at Rayerbazar memorial
in protest against activities that
disgraced the mausoleum.

They blamed the government for
allowing 'anti-social activities' on
the mausoleum premises and the
construction of a public toilet adja-
centtothekilling field.

"The traitors who killed our
fathers, brothers and mothers are
now the part of the government and
they are trying to erase their names
from history," said Tajul Islam,

general secretary of Amra
Muktijoddhar Santan.

He alleged the memorial has
become a safe haven for some anti-
social elements due to lack of secu-
rity arrangements that seriously
damaged the sanctity of the mauso-
leum. Moreover, no step has been
taken to protect it from river ero-
sion.

The children of the real freedom
fighters are being deprived of the 30
percent quota in the government
jobs, as the government is appoint-
ing the children of fake freedom
fighters to the posts, said Omar
Faruk, sonofa freedomfighter.

The children of the freedom
fighters who passed a special test to
fill up the job quota in the national-
ised commercial banks in 2000 did
not get the jobs as the government
has not yet recruited them, he
alleged.

The government initiative to
make a revised list of freedom fight-
ershasbecomeafarce, said Shamsul
Arefin Khan of Muktijoddha
Sangsad Central Command
Council.

Sumon Zahid, Shahin Reza Noor,
Zahid Reza Noor, Jobaida Haque
Ajanta, Humayun Kabir, Emdadul
Haque, Ashraful Islam Nayan and
Rasheduzzaman Shahin, among
others, spoke atthe rally.

State Minister for Liberation War
Affairs Rezaul Karim also placed
wreath at Rayerbazar mausoleum.

Newspapers published articles
highlighting the significance of the
day while Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television aired special
programmes on the day.

Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Prof SMAFaiz led asilent
procession of teachers and students
and placed wreaths at the graves of
the martyrs near the university
centralmosque.

The DU authorities also placed
wreaths at the mausoleum at

UL

BNP, Awami League, the 11-
party, Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Workers Party, different
factions of Jatiya Party, Bikalpa
Dhara Bangladesh, Gono Forum,
Bangla Academy, Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote and other socio-
cultural organisations arranged
;marious programmes (o mark the
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Shibir men lock
Ctg medical
college again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The deadlock at Chittagong Medical
College (CMC) continued yesterday,
thesecond day ofanindefinite strike
enforced by the Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS).

The ICS enforced the strike on
Monday demanding cancellation of
the students' union election sched-
uled for December 30 and punish-
mentto the]JCD men involved in the
Friday's [CD-ICS clash that left ten
activists of both the student bodies
injured.

During the strike on Monday, the
ICS activists locked the academic
and administrative buildings and
blocked the roads leading to the
campus.

Though police broke the locks of
the academic and administrative
buildings Monday afternoon, the
Shibir activists again locked those
yesterdaymorning. .

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) Commissioner Amzad
Hossain yesterday held a meeting
with the JCD and Shibir leaders at
his office, but the meeting yielded
no fruitful results. CMC Principal
Professor Chowdhury B Mahmud
and BMA Chittagong unit leaders
and other administrative officers of
the CMC were also present at the
meeting.

Some JCD leaders present at the
meeting said the ICS [eaders pro-
posed for sharing seats in the stu-
dents’ union instead of going for the
voting, which they (JCD leaders)
refused outright. The Shibir leaders
howeverdeniedit.

Iraq abductors
mistook Kashem
as Egyptian

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladeshi truck driver Abul
Kashem Faruk, who was freed by
Islamic Army of Iraq (IAI) recently,
yesterday told the BBC Bangla
Service that kidnappers mistook
himasan Egyptian.

"But after learning that I am a
Bangladeshi, they no longer misbe-
haved with me," he said, adding that
he said his daily prayers with Iraqi
people.

They also mistook his compan-
fon Sri Lankan hostage :as an
Américan or aKuwaiti, Faruksaid.

Berlin-based TI
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plans change in CPI methodology. The
UNB report was run by & number of

A copy of the letter was sent also to

The DailyStar.
In the letter, the TI official said that
the Transparency International's
Chairman Peter Eigen has had a meet-
ing with Bangladesh's Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman recently to
discuss Bangladesh's low score in the
CPI as well as Bangladesh govern-
ment's initiatives to combat cormup-
tion.

"Aswas pointed out with the minis-
ter, the CPI is compiled in a very
responsible way, using highest quality
surveys and based on peer-reviewed
academic standards. Contrary to your
report, we have no plans to change the
methodology of the CPI, nor are we
under threats from governments for
legal action, orotherwise, regarding the
CP1, which this year ranked more than
140 countries based on expert percep-
tionsof corruption,” readstheletter.

It also mentioned that at the meet-
ing with Saifur, TI chairman stressed
that before expecting Bangladesh's
anti-corruption reputation to improve,
the t needs to tackle cor-
ruption more rigorously, and at the
same, to communicate the steps it
takesto thatend.

TheTIwelcomedtheestablishment
of the Anti-Corruption Commission in

Bangladesh.
Rice goes
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Economists attribute the situation to
the persistent inflation in recent
times.

Raju Ahmed, a retailer at the city's
Mohammadpur Krishi Market, said
onlya month ago one maund Swarna
rice would cost Tk 540-Tk560 while
nowitsellsat Tk 630-Tk640.

About two months ago one maund
Minikitwould cost Tk 720-Tk 740, but
now it costs Tk 820-Tk 840, Raju
added.

In the same period, price for one
maund Nazirshail was around Tk 700
but now it is between Tk 740 and Tk
760. The BR-28 rice, which would sell
at Tk 550-Tk 600 a maund, now costs
Tk 700, said Rubul Amin, another
retailer.

Low-cost coarse rice was priced at
Tk 520 a maund two months ago, but
nowitisatTk600.

At the retail market, price of one
kilo Nazirshailrice has upped to Tk 22
-Tk 24 from Tk 18-Tk 19. Swarna sells
at Tk18-Tk20 rising from Tk 15-Tk16,
Minikit at Tk 24 from Tk 20-Tk 22,
coarse rice at Tkl7 from Tk 14 two
monthsagp, the traderssaid.

Prices of almost all kinds of rice
have shot up by Tk 20-Tk 25 a maund
overthelastone week, theysaid.

While both the retailers and
wholesalers blamed the hike in prices
of rice on shortfall in the production
due to devastating floods this year,
some of the wholesalers said that
inadequate supply was also caused by
SOME UNSCcru
hoard rice for higher profit

“‘the Board of Investment: owes the

ous rice millers who

‘-

NEWS

Govt weighs
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and she was tortured by the family she
livedwithasahouse help.

Robbed of her possessions on
return to Dhaka recently; Jamila was
admitted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

The Daily Star yesterday ran a
reportonherordeal.

The expatriate welfare ministry
sent an official to the DMCH on the
day to know about Jamila and people
linked to the illegal sending of women
abroad. The official however did not
find the girl as she had already left for
homewithhermather.

State Minister for Expatriate
Welfare and Overseas Employment
Quamrul Islam asked the local
authorities to track down the brokers
and others who had sent Jamila to
Dubai.

He also talked with local lawmaker
and State Minister for Liberation War
Affairs Rezaul Karim, and Minister for
Commerce Altaf Hossain Chowdhtry,
alsoin-charge of Narayanganj district,
about possible actions against the
ganginvolved in women trafficking in
the district.

Expatriate welfare ministry
sources said a notorious gang Is very
active in Narayanganj, sending peo-
ple abroad illegally. They often traffick
women and children to the Middle
Eastcountries.

Jamilahad told The Daily Star there
were a number of Bangladeshi female
workers in the locality she lived in.
One of them was Sufia, aged around
15, whom she had seen in the same
house but she was not allowed to talk
toher.

"Sending female workers to Dubai
is completely banned since 1997,"
Quamrul Islam said. The government
allows sending them only to Saudi
Amabia under strict rules and regula-
tions, hementioned.

Jamila does not know the name or

address of her employer in Dubai. The
letters she used to send to her parents
bore the address: Jamila, C/O Md
Ibrahim, PO Bax6177, RAK, UAE.

The girl said she used to give the
letters to one Hammud to send that
forher.

Jamila could not also say why her
employer sent her back home sud-
denly. A member of the family only
said, "Wedonotneed youanymore."

It was Hammud who on
Wednesday asked her to get into a car
and took her to his house. The next
day, she was taken to airport for a
Bangladesh-boundflight.

When contacted, Mostafa, who
brokered Jamila's going to Dubai,
said he does not know the address of
Jamila's employer. "I am just a medi-
ator for a Dubai-based agent and my
job is only to supply manpower. I do
notknowforwhom Jamilaworked."

Mostafa claimed himself as a
'loating broker' without any office
and refused to name the local agency
heworks for.

Jamila's father showed a photo-
copy of an 'entry permit' issued
against hisdaughter. It bore the
name of one Laila Kulsum Momtaj
(Emirates), of 0505143547, PO Box -
3125, as hersponsorin Dubai.

The Ministry of Interior of United
Arab Emirateshadissued the permit-—-
2527378/201/2003,  Jan 1, 2003,
Dubal.

A source at Bangladesh Consulate
in Dubai yesterday confirmed that
Jamilanolongerworks there.

But when a source in Dubai con-
tacted Jamila's employer's house over
telephone, one Ayesha said Jamilawas
stillworking for them.

Declining tolet the caller speak to
Jamila, Ayesha said, "We don't let
Jamila speak to anyone except her
parents.”

Tk 200cr anomalies
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drew salaries without working.

It is not possible to find out
the exact amount of money the
officials embezzled through
irregularities, the report pointed
out.

Some government and non-
government organisations that
hired space at the Jiban Bima
Corporation buildings have not
paid Tk 5 crore in space rent. Even

corporation Tk1.64 crore in space
rent, the report said.

It blamed corporation officials
for failure to collect rent regularly.

The probe report also men-
tioned there are audit objections
involving about Tk 143 crore.
There is a discrepancy of Tk 95,62
crore between life fund and invest-
mentin the organisation, and Tk47
crore was shown as premium
averstated, said the audit reportin
2001.

Officials of the corporation told
the parliamentary probe body the
authorities already took measures
concerning alleged anomalies and
against officials involved.
Moreover legal action was taken to
collect outstanding space rent and
recover corporation’s land ille-
gally occupied at Narayanganj and
atMouchak in Dhaka.

Forty-threelifeinsurance
companies

Forty-three private life insur-
ance companies are doing busi-
ness in the country but only 19 of
them floated shares for the public.
The rest did not, ignoring rules,
the parliamentary body said.

Earlier the House body had
asked the insurance companies to
float share but they did not

. respond .in line with its recom-

mendations. It formed a sub-
comimittee yesterday to probe the
non-compliance with the rules.

An official said if any insurance
company violates rules, it will be
fined Tk 1,000 per day after three
and ahalfyears ofitslaunch.

The standing committee asked
the ministry to inform it whether
the companies paid fine.

Price hike of essentials

The parliamentary body also
discussed price hike of essentials
and noted that prices of rice are
high even when the harvest is
goingon.

"We asked the commerce min-
istry to consult the ministries of
finance, food and agriculture to
take steps to reduce the prices of
rice," the committee chairman
said after the meeting held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Rising rice price
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point-to-point inflation rate was
only 1.94 percent. It jumped to 5.22
percent in June 2002-03 and to 6,64
percentinJune2003-04,

The general inflation rate shows
a similar trend too. The BBS
recorded an alarming overall infla-
tion of 7.35 percent in September
and 7.92 percentin October.

Back in June 2001-02 that rate
was 3.58 percent. It climbed up to
5.03 percent in June 2002-03 and
5.64inJune2003-04.

Side by side the rice price hike,
the price of atta has also been
increasing.

Bangladesh usually imports
rice--legally or illegally--mainly
from neighbouring India to cover
up production deficits caused by
incidents of flooding. But this year,
rice production in India also has
fallen.

A Bangladesh Bank official says
Indian rice price has strong influ-
ence on the local rice price, while
importers say India has tightened
measures to stop smuggling out of
rice and to discourage rice exports.

According to the global rice
report of the US Department of
Agriculture for December, "Rice
production is projected to decline
in Thailand, Vietnam, and India--
all major exporters--in 2004/05. For
India, the world's second largest
rice producing country, a second
unfavourable monsoonin 3 years is
projected to cut production by 5
percent to 83 million tons, a major
factor behind the tighter export-
ablesupplies in2004/05."

Rice accounts for 60 percent of
the Bangladeshi food index. It con-
stitutes 80 percent of the consump-
tionbasket ofthe poor.

"This is why when the rice price
goes up, it brings misery for the
poor," says Zahid Bakht, research
fellow of Bangladesh Institute for
Development Studies (BIDS). "It's
more intensely felt¥in the rural

areas,
"If uncertainty prevails over the
future trend of inflation, it'll have a
negative impact on industry and
servicesectors," Bakhtadds.

"As rice price is rising, the
demand for other consumer prod-
ucts is falling," he points out, as
purchase of rice gets consumers'
priority over other products.

The increaseinrice pricewill also
scale up the wage of temporary
labour, which will trickle down to a
higher production cost, he projects.

But Bakht thinks rice price hike
alone would not push up the general
inflation from its present B percent
toadouble-digit figure.

He says, "There are other factors
like taka weakening against dollar
or rising import prices. If these
trends continue plus the govern-
ment decides to increase petro-
leum price and announces a new
pay structure, I can't say what'll
happen.”

MCCI chief Kutubuddin Ahmed
adds, "Food is the basic need and it
takes away the larger portion of
household income, People tend to
spend only a small portion for other
consumer and [uxury items. So,
there is a possibility for the demand
for consumer products to dip fur-
ther forcing manufacturers to put
brake on production."

Ahmed believes, when the post-
flood rehabilitation projects are
completed and the winter harvests
hit the market, the inflation rate may
come down to a tolerable level. He
said the government should con-
tinue the open market sales (OMS)
service to help the lower-income
group overcome the inflation
impact.

In the recent past, the 1998 flood
stepped up food price inflation to an
average of 8.66 percent. The infla-
tion rate then continued to fall until
2001-02. Since then the trend has
remained steadilyupward.

5 Bangladeshis
drowned in India
boat capsize

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Five Bangladeshis are feared
drowned after an Indian engine boat
capsized in the Malancha river
adjacent to the Sundarbans at mid-
nightonMonday.

The incident occurred when the
Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
chased the boat laden with smug-
gled Indian ﬁ:ds being carried by
15 Banglades

According to some fishermen,
the Bangladeshi smugglers were

roceeding towards the Sundarbans
Ey the boat thro the Malancha
river of falls in Indian
territorial waters.

Ten others rescued from the cap-
sized boatwere detained by the BSE

Admitting the incident,
Shyamnagar police said the

were g
ten of intheengineboat.

Outlaw killed, 2
cops hurtin
shootout

' OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A cadre of outlawed Janajuddho
faction of Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-ML) was
killed and two policemen were
injured in shootout between law
enforcers and outlawed cadres in
Jhenidah early yesterday.

District Detective Branch (DB)
arrested Abu Bakkar, an accused in
seven cases including three of
murders and a cadre of Janajuddho
from Jhenidah bus stand area on
Sunday night, policesaid.

Following Bakkar's confession,
police started for the village
Talsarpur of the upazila to seize
hidden firearms but they came
under fire by Janajuddha cadres at
Alokdia village near Talsarpur.

The law enforcers returned fire,
triggering shootout for hours.

%ﬁnE to escape from the police
van, E]tcaughtmmemsaﬁm
anddiedonthespot, policesaid.

SI Hazrat Ali and a constable
were injured inthe incident.

Police seized a rifle and three
bullets fromthe spot.

The body was sent to Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital forautopsy.

Pinochet indicted
for murder,

|kidnapping

REUTERS, Santiago

A Chilean judge on Monday formally
charged Augusto Pinochet with homi-
cide and kidnapping in one of many
pending cases related to humanrights
abuses committed during his 17-year
rule, and ordered house arrest for the
formerdictator.

But Pinochet, 89, remained free
after his lnwyemme filed an immediate
injunction at Santiago Appeals
Court against the charges and against
thehousearrestorder.

"General Pinochet was declared
mentally fit to stand trial in Chile,"
Special Judge Juan Guzman told
reporters, Pinochet's defence lawyers
have argued he is not mentally com-
petent to face thecharges.

In an earlier human rights case,
Pinochet's defence lawyers success-
fully kept him from being tried when
the Supreme Court ruled that his mild
dementia made him mentally incom-
petent.

ACC's clarification
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of the Anti-Carruption Commission
has written a letter addressed to the
cabinet secretary and the establish-
ment secretary requesting for a
notification regarding major general
(Retd) MA Matin's appointment as
director general of the ACC, which
wasas perrule,

Mitford interns
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Kamrul [slam, president of the associ-
ation. He apprehended 'political
support' behind Bashir that instigated
himtoattackDrEline,

"We demand his immediate pun-
ishment," the newly elected president
told the Daily Star last night. He said
the interns will submit memorandum
to the principal of the college, and JCD
Dhaka (South) leaders,
punishmen

e,

the hospital are about to collapse as
more than 160 intern doclors
abstained from duties from 4:

yesterday. ?emgiz a hnndt"tiil of t
5 trars and emerge
mmms are now dealing wr'llg
the patients, '

In Saturday's election, Dr Kamrul,
Dr Eline and Dr Shahbaz were elected
president, secretary general :ul!d
organising secretary respectively.
Kamrul'slone contestant Dr Abdi
Al Mamun lost the election by a huge

e newly elected executives
celebrated their victory on Sunday at
the doctors' canteen, but Dr Mamun
and his supporters refused to t
the election results and formed a self-
declared committee headed by
Mamun. They hung alist of the mem-
bers of the so-called committee at the
canteen, ripping the list of the elected
committee members.

Indo-Pak talks
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They already have a hotline between
senior military commanders.

"We have covered some ground.
We want to build and expand on this
understanding,” Khansaid.

A second expert-level meeting is
scheduled on Wednesday to discuss
confidence-building measures in
the conventional field.
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Trains collide
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the northern state of Punjab.

Housewife Kamla Rani had been
doing her chores deep in the Indian
countryside when she heard a terri-
fyingbangand raced outside.

Just a short distance away two
passenger trains had collided head-
0:1, killing and injuring many peo-
ple.

"I heard aloud crash, almosta big
blast. I ran out of my house to see
smoke all around. Men and women
from our village rushed to the acci-
dent site with ladders to try and get
out as many people as possible,”
said Rani.

She quickly arrived at a horrific
scene of twisted metal near this
village in the northern state of
Punjab.

Blue and cream wagons reared
into the air at crazy angles. Inside,
passengers screamed for help.

"People were shrieking as they
were trapped inside coaches," said
Jodha Mal, 40, owner of a nearby
shop. He said he heard a huge
screeching as the drivers tried des-
perately to halt the trains before the
collision 150 kilometers (90 miles)
eastofthe Sikhholy city ofAmritsar.

Rescuers used gas cutters to free

| passengers screaming for help.

Some villagers helped them while
thousands more looked on from
both sides of the tracks amid a
cacophonyof curiouschatter.

At least four carriages were
smashed inthe collision betweenan
express train travelling from Jammu
in Kashmir to Ahmedabad in west-
ern Gujarat state, and a local train
heading from Jalandhar to
Pathankot.

Alongline of bodies covered with
white sheets stretched across the
ground as workers loaded them into
vans tosend to hospitalmorgues.

Soldiers pulled an elderly man
from the wreckage, his leg bloodied.
Others prodded with long metal
rods deep inside the wagons search-
ing forvictims.

Many of the dead were badly
mutilated, police said. ,

Railway officials said there
appedred fo have been a mixup that
allowed the local train onto the

single-track main line at the wrong
time. But Railway Minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav said the cause still had
tobe determined.

The grisly scenes that played
across Indian television screens
were all too familiar.

There are around 300 accidents a
year, small and big," involving the
railway system, which sprawls
108,700 kilometers (66,800 miles)
across the nation of a billion-plus
people and carries around 13 mil-
lionpeople each day.

'Criminal’ dies
in shootout
with police

UNB, Chittagong

A suspected criminal was killed and
another injured in a gunfight with a
police patrol at Munsipukurpar in
the port city's Panchlaish area yes-
terdayevening,

The shootout broke out at about
6:30pmwhenthe copschased aftera
gang of four driving past the area in
an auto-rickshaw, said witnesses.

A police sub-inspector was also
injured during the exchange of fire
thatlasted abouthalfan hour.

"When the terrorists chased by
the policemen opened fire on them,
the policemen returned fire," palice
sources said.

Identity of the suspected terrorist
who died on the spot and the other
one who gotinjured could not yet be
confirmed, sources said.

Unofficial sources said the two
sides exchanged over one hundred
rounds of bullets while police
claimed they fired only 12 shots.

Police said they recovered a
swan-off rifle, a pistol and eight
cartridges and seized the CNG-run
vehiclefromthescene.

Injured Sub-inspector Rafiqul
Alam was admitted to the city's
Dampara Police Hospital.

All the shops in the area were
shut following the gunfight that
panicked thelocals.

Mahathir arrives
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M Saifur Rahman, Foreign Minister
M Morshed Khan and Commerce
Minister Altaf Hossain Choudhury

will attend the forum's opening
TeMESaturday™ " o7 T T
| =“BMCCI President Salahuddin

Quasem Khan sald Mahathir would
present a keynote speech titled
'Malaysia 2020 -- from Vision to
Reality’ in the first plenary session.

During his stay here, Mahathir,
the architect of modern Malaysia,
willreceive an honorary doctorate of
law from the Dhaka University in its
42nd general convocation.

The forum will seek support from
the private sectors and governments
to initate a free trade agreement
(FTA) between Bangladesh and
Malaysia, the BMCCI president said,
adding Mahathir had proposed such
a FTA at the 10th summit of

tion of Islamic Conference
(OIC) held in Malaysia in October
2003,

Khan said the forum would be a
landmark event in improving bilat-
eral business ties by promoting
trade and investment, financial
services and tourism between the
two countries.

Malaysia presently has invest-
ments worth $530.4 million in the
country's telecom, power and infra-
structure sectors. ;

On the ct:urr.h;:m»sed FTA, BMCCI
leaders said such an arrangement
would help remove the present
trade imbalance between
Bangladesh and Malaysia, which is
largelyin favour of the latter.

In 2002-03, exported
products and services worth about
$4.71 million against an import of
around $169.42 million. In 2003-04,
the exporis to Malaysia rose by
about50 percent to $8.65 million.

Malaysia imports camera parts,
jute yarn, manufacturing goods,
leather, ready-made garments,
pharmaceutical products, shrimp,
printed materials, vegetables and
other farm produces from
Bangladesh.

an said one of the three MoUs
to be signed between Dhaka and
Kuala Lumpur will be on joint ven-
ture investment to develop health
care facilities in Bangladesh. It
would help our patients avoid
spending huge amounts of foreign
currency for better treatment in
hospitals of India, Thailand,

Govt ordered
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parties in parliament, the court kept
stand over' the plea for stay of
operation of the law passed by
parlinmentlast month.

Moving the petition, Dr M Zahir
pointed to the provision of the law
that says none could contest with-
out being a member of political
party or alliance. This negates the
constitution that ﬁuammees any
eligible voter could contest elec-
tions.

He termed cumbersome and
ridiculous the proportionate distri-
bution of seats among the parties as
provided in the law. He contended
that this is no election. Parties will
choose the women according to
their will frustrating democratic
Pmcess of election. It is prejudicial
or women community, which has
been fighting for direct election to
the reserved seats.

Advocate Sigma Huda, one of the
petitioners, pressed for stay of
operationofthe law.

Smgagare and other countries, he
adde:

Members of Mahathir's delega-
tion are expected to visit some
industries in some of the country’s
export promotionzones,

HSBC Bank, Aktel, Telekom.
Malaysia, Prime Bank, Electra
International Ltd and Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) are the main
sponsors, while Huawel, Eastern
Bank Ltd, Erricsson, Islami Bank
Bangladesh Ltd, Jubok Phone,
Alcatel, West Mont Power, Malaysia
International Shipping Corporation
and Pragati Insurance are the co-
sponsors of the event.

Rupali Bank
asked not to
extend fresh
loans

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Bank (BB) has directed
RupaliBanknot to extend freshloans,

BB Governor Fakhruddin Ahmed
and [‘.k!;ruﬁzl Governor Muhammad A
(Rumee) Ali on Monday called Rupali
Bank Managing Director Abdul
Hamid Mia to the central bank and
issued thedirective to stop giving fresh
credit.

The bank can now only reschedule
loans in cases but it cannot increase

thelimitof existingloans.

Sources in the central bank said it
the directive to the 'most bad
oan-crippled’ nationalised commer-
cial (NCB) in line with the gov-

emment'sNCBreformp
uled to

The nt is
issue 'km of memorandum'
in January next to hand over the
'worst-performing’ NCB to private
management.
q“hl\iwmhﬂem , the board of directors

e at a meeting

bl kit
with the central bank before comply-
ingwith the BB directive.

Leaders of collective
agents (CBA) of the bank

held a meeting protesting the B
order.

Earlier, thecentral bank had signed
a memorandum of unde
rvi(h four NCBs restricting their
oan.

Unilever MD
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theYear 2003.

AmCham handed over the
awards, sponsored by Citibank NA,
at a function in Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel yesterday.

Receiving the award, Sanjiv
Mehta said, "Unilever has seen
double digit growth rate for the last
six consecutive years which Is
almost six times Bangladesh's GDP

This proves companies in
the country have potential for

On behalf of El Paso Corporation
in Bangladesh, Syed Zabed Igbal,
chief operating officer of the com-
pany, received the award.

USAmbassador Harry K Thomas,
President of AmCham, Bangladesh
Aftab-ul-Islam and Citibank Chief
Executive Officer Mamun Rashid
attended the function.

AmCham introduced Business
Executive of the Year award in 1997
and Outstanding American
Company oftheYear award in 1999.

(Detailedstory on page 6)



