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CULTURAL FEAST

One of Zainul's priceless creations

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HE month-long telebration

of Shilpacharya Zainul

Abedin's 90th birth anni-
versary began on December 12
through three exhibitions of the
artist's paintings at the galleries of
the National Museum, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy and Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts. Foreign Minis-
ter M Morshed Khan inaugurated
the Zainul Festival at a ceremony
held at the National Museum audi-
torium. State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Begum Selima Rahman,
directors of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academyand the National Museum

Ahmad' Nazir and Mahmudul
Haque, Bengal Foundation Chair-
person Abul Khair and wife of the
artist Jahanara Abedin were present
attheceremony.

Atotal of 574 selected artworks of
the Shilpacharya are being displayed
at the three venues in this month-
long arrangement, which also
includes several other exhibitions
and cultural functions. Jahanara
Abedin and Abul Khair have pro-
vided 102 and 180 of these artworks
eachwhile the National Museumhas
supplied 277 paintings of the
Shilpacharya. 15 others have been
taken fromindividual collections.

The/ inauguration ceremony

CULTURE

Zainul: The pioneer of Bangladesh's

modern art movement
Celebration of Shilpachﬁwa s 90th anniversary begins

started with the rendition of two
Tagore songs--Aj shobar rongey rong
meshatey hobey and Ore chitralekha-
-performed by the artistes of
Anandadhwoni.

Borm on December 29, 1914,
Zainul' Abedin drew a series of
sketches on the famine of 1943. The
haunting images of cruelty and
depravity of that artificial famine
broughtZainul widespread recogni-
tion. After 1947, Zainul came to
Dhaka and played a pioneering role
in the modem art movement in
Bangladesh. He was one of the
major role-players in establishing
the Institute of Fine Arts in Dhaka.
He also founded the Folk Art and

Crafts FoundationimSonargaon.

Speakers at the opening cere-
mony emphasised on the impor-
tance of Zainul Abedin's contribu-
tion to Bangladesh's reputation in
the world 'of art. Malimudul Haque
asked the authority ‘to hold exhibi-
tions of Bangladeshi artists at the
offices of Bangladesh High Com-
mission abroad. Abul Khair said that
a documentary film is being made
by the Bengal Founda tion on thelife
and work of Zainul Abedin.
Jahanara Abedin urged the collec-
tors of Zainul's paintings to pre-
serve the invaluable artworks
scientifically.

The exhibitions ‘will run' till
January 07.

CHOBI MELA I

Bayza HAQ

Neo Ntsoma from South Africarepresents South
Africanyouthinherworkin ChobiMelalllat the
Alliance Francaise, These young people repre-
sent the firture, They are the source of renewed
energy, ‘For 10 'years the country has been
undergoing a process of change, development
and reconciliation. Theyouth, developing their
own identity, consider themselves as proudly
South African, and a part of the Kwaito culture,
The young ones are in search of peace, love and

being satisfied in what they are. Their culture is
more than skin deep. It is the soul, spirt and
mental orientation oftheir existence. A
The word 'Kwaito' is derived from the
Afrikaan word ‘kwaai' which translates to/'an-
. gry’ in English in colloquial ‘slang. Sometimes
negative words acquire a positive 'cool’ status,
The South African township slang has somehow
come into everyday use. Kwaito is about under-
standing the township. The township is being
celebrated by the youth of South Africa in terms
ofmusic. This is interesting when one considers

Seeking joy of their own

Of new South African culture

TV GUIDE

that the township was once createc] to have a
ready supply ofcheap labour. The youith of South
Africa refused to be condemned by tl1e political
situations of the past. Music is an exjoression of
thenewgeneration.

In one picture by Neo Nisoma is a young
womaninleatherpants, a colotired top) and a cap.
Her hand is full of bangles and from her ears hang
long, jangling earrings. At the backis aiman hold-
ing on to a bottle. A red glare of light is being
flashed at the back. The restof the pictureisblack,
blueand gray. Another picturebrings in adancing
girl. Herhairappears blondein thelight, although
sheis of black origin. She has rhinesto11es on her
clothes, as she dances with her hands flung in
different directions. Her eyes are brighit and her
face is lit up, Another photo brings five men
sitting with caps, berets and slacks wiith folded
bottoms, They wear sleeveless jackets iand black
and white two-tone shoes. They swing their
hands as they sit and sing along. The piicture is in
red, blueand purple.

The next pictureis aman inaberet arid behind
him can be seen a billboard with a youn g woman
with windswept hair, This is in red aad black.
Again , we see a young woman with fittinig clothes
and a long string of glittering beads. At her back
are people dancing. In another lens fiocus is a
young woman singing in a studio whille a man
gives her direction and other help 'with the
recording The young people, with curly'hairand
distinctive features appear full oflife. Thiz room is
litup by abulb thatmakes it appearred aind black.
In the last picture is a woman taping a voice in a
studio. Fhebackground appears smoky.

~All the pictures are a celebration of the new
generation of South African youth.
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The Bty Star

lifeandothermatters.

Whatisyourreal self?

‘Whatisyourmottooflife?

mostimportant thing to wish for

honourbecauseof thisdance.
Hidden talents?

renderspiritualsongsalittle,
Anyweird experience?

Popular danseuse Munmun Ahmed got
together with The Daily Star recently. The
conversation veered to her views on dance,

Like maost people 1 am very ordinary. and consider
myself one of the masses. People may think that I am a
little arrogantbutinrealitylamvery down to earth. And,
Yyes,lamvery professional in my workplace.

lwant to stay alivein a healthy state of mind, It is the

Doyouhave anyregrets aboutbeinga dancer?

I never ever felt that way. I can feel' that I am at this
position today because I learned how to dance and prac-
ticed to becorne an eminent artiste. I live my life with

I can recite from the Puthi, which is widely known as
Puthipath. I received the first prize in the competition
titled Jela Shanshkritik Rajani in 1980. Besides, I can

1 was preparing to perform in a show in Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel several years back. Although I hadshort
hairthattime the performance demanded long hair. One
relative of mine, who was pretty amateurish in theart of
make-up, fixed my hair for me. Ivore a wig knotted with
my original hair. But when I started to perform on stage
mywigfell downasIwhirled around. Itwas quite embar-

rassingandan urnforgettable experierice.

Favourite hobby?

I really enjoy moving around places, Besides, Ilike to
read all kind of books like fictions, literatire and special
articles on dance and music, I love the short stories of
Rabindranath Tagore,

Anydream that came true?

I had a chance to perform with the sons of my guru
Pandit Birju Maharaj, Ram Mohan Maharaj and
Krishna Mohan Maharaj, who are also great dance
artistes, It was just like a dream-come-true to me. 1 also
had an opportunity to share the same stage with legend-
ary dancer Shashwati Sen that was also a great memory.
forme,

Secretofyoursuccess

Itis obviously practice, perseverance and dedication. I
passed many days when I didn't even have sleep and
practiced till dawn.

What do you think came first: The chicken or the
egpt

I'think both can be true, Sometimes I feel if ﬁaem were. |
no egg there would have been no chicken and vice versa.
Solthinkitiswisenottoargueaboutit. ' _

What if you are asked to act in the lead role of any
mainstream Bangla film? : 4

Maybelcangiveitatry, iflamasked to.Actually Twas
asked to act in movies many times but I never felt like,
doingit. Ialso gotan offerto actin Hindi movies once. But \

X

Ialways preferred to concentrateon mydannngmrcsr g

Mime show makes for an enjoyable evening

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpir

The Modern Art and Photographic
Society for the Deaf, a Calcutta-
based organisation, held two shows
of mime in Rangpur town hall
recently.

As part of the programmes taken
up by the Rangpur Disabled Founda-
tion to observe the World' Disabled
Day, the organisation was invited to
present a mime show in the local
town hall. In deference to the
repeated request of the audience,
another show was held on the follow-
ingday.

Modern' Art and Photographic
Society for the Deaf is an organisa-
tion of the hearing disabled of West
Bengal.

The performers' comical efforts
had the audience in splits of laugh-
ter.

It was as if the world outside the
town hall had been forgotten,

Mime is an acknowledged art in
Bangladesh as well as India. It is an
art form where performers express
their ideas and emotions without
speech.

However, the Indian artistes

performed a bit differently. Unlike
Bangladesh the performers played
the role of different characters in

The performers of Modern Art and Photographic Society for the Deaf

ings was represented through the ;
act. ;
The cultural affinity between the
two countries made it a memorable
evening for the audience. i

different situations which they
created on the stage. There was no
prompting from the wings

A series of incidents that might
usually take place in our surround-

PICK OF THE DAY

Tomon’ow

Saluting the Nation Builders of

Sixth Award Giving Ceremony for out-
standing achlevementinthe O and A Level
Examinations 2003-04

OnChannieliat4:40pm

The Daily. Star honoured the future nation
builders (on December 10. Amid fanfare
and jubllztion, 629 outstanding achlevers
from 40 s chools-536 for academic excel-
lence in 0! level and 93 in A level examina-
tlons for 2003-04 were awarded at the
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conferenc:e Centre. The programme calls
on the yGung scholars to pursue their
studies upto the highest level wherever
possible, but with the ultimate goal to
serve theli' country as its future leaders.
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