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Nation recalls
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collaborators -- Razakar, Al-Badr
Al-Shams -- abducted frontline
Bengali intellectuals and profession-
als on December 14 and killed them
tocripplethe nation intellectually.
The killers drag renowned aca-
demics, litterateurs, doctors, engi-
neers, journalists and other eminent
personalities out of their houses in
Dhaka and massacred them at

Rayerbazar and other killing fields in
thecity.

Chowdhury,

Fazle Rabbi, Sirajuddin Hossain,
Shahidullah Kaiser, Prof GC Dey, IC
Guha Thakurta, Prof Santosh
Bhattacharya, Mofazzal Haider
Chowdhury, journalists Khandaker
Abu Taleb, Nizamuddin Ahmed, SA
Mannan (Ladu Bhai), ANM Golam
Mustafa, Syed Nazmul Haqand Selina
Parvin.

The day returns with families of
the martyred intellectuals still wait-
ing to see punishment to the perpe-
trators of the wholesale killing of the
best Bengali minds.

Families of many martyred intel-
lectuals had lodged cases since 1972
seeking justice, Until March 1973, a
total of42 cases were filed the
Razakar, Al-Badr and Al-Shams but
over the years files of the cases gath-
ered dustonly.

On September 24, 1997, Farida
Banu, sister of slain intellectual
Giasuddin, filed a case and subse-
quently some police investigations
were carried out. But as the old files
and police records became untrace-
able, thingsdid notadvancemuch.

Political, cultural and civil soclety
organisations willcommemorate the
tragedy that took place only two days
before the fall of the Pakistani army
on December 16 after the bloody war
that left some three million Bengalis
killed.

To mark the day, different
sociocultural and political organisa-
tions have chalked out elaborate
programmes, including seminars,
discussions and wreath-laying at
Mirpur and Rayerbazar monuments
inDhala.

President Iajuddin Ahmed, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina delivered separate
on the eve of the Martyred
Intellectuals Day.

Black flag will be hoisted atop

rtant government offices as a
mark of condolences on the
Martyred Intellectuals Day.

Bangladesh Betar and TV chan- -
‘nels will broadcast special-

Women
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y.

Barrister Sigma Huda, wife of
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda, and 12 other women leaders
claimed in the petition that the actis
unconstitutional and that it has not
demarcated the constituency. As a
result, the petitioners said, the 45
women could be elected from a

seat.

Theyalso saidifawomanwanted
to be elected as a member of parlia-

‘ment in the reserves seat, she should
be affiliated with a political party
having representation in parlia-
ment, which is against Article 66 of
the constitution.
' Women-rights activists and civil
society members earlier had filed two
writ petitions with the High Court
challenging the provision of 45
reserved seats and the court issued
show-cause notices on the govemn-
ment. The matter is now pending with
the court. In the meantime, the gov-
emnment on Novemnber 29 enacted the
women reserved seats election act
andgazettediton December 8.

Senior lawyer Dr M Zahir and
Advocate Asaduzzaman will move
the case for the petitioners.

Biggest away
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aninnings and 131 runs.

Resuming on 170-8, overnight
batsmen Manzarul Islam and
Talgash Baisya lasted just 5.2 overs
before falling to the pace duo of
Irfan Pathan and Zaheer Khan in
the space of four deliveries.

. Tapash, who hit successive
boundaries off Zaheer in the morn-
ing, smashed a magnificent cover
drive off Pathan to reach 29 but
next delivery he gave a high catch
at square-leg to Sachin Tendulkar
while trying to fend off a short
pitched ball.

It was Pathan's first six-wicket
haul in a Test innings which helped
the left-arm seamer finish the
match with 11 for 96 (5-45 and 6-
51), the best ever figures b
an Indian bowler on foreign soil.
He mv;l-as adjudged man-of-the-

ma

Left-handed Manzarul, who had
completed his maiden Test ﬁn;)in
the last over on the third day, hit four
boundaries including three off
Pathan to reach 69 off 116 balls. But
he soon followed his overnight
partner when a mistimed pull
against Zaheer went to
wicketkeeper Dinesh Karthik off the

glove.
Bangladesh captain Habibul
*Bashar admitted that apart from
e return of Mashrafee-Bin-
Mortuza after a long lay off, they
“’é&“&’&‘?}"‘fﬁ”‘m field
ily; who not field on
Monday due to a mild fever,
returned to celebrate India's win
and pralsed Pathan and
Tendulkar's match-winning
efforts; He was also happy to have
four day's rest before going into
:the second Test in Chittagong,
which starts on December 17.

programmes and newspapers will
bring outspecial supplements.

Awami League will hold a discus-
sion on the Bangabandhu Memorial
Museum premises tomorrow after-
noonwhile the oppositionleaderwill
meet members of some
familiesather Dhanmondi office this
afternoon.

A cultural programme would be
held at Liberation War Museum this

evening.

Dhaka University will hold a
discussion marking the day at
Teachers-Students Centre (TSC) at
10:30am.

Protesting the construction of
public toilets in close vicinity of
Rayerbazar monument, the sonsand
daughters of the martyred intellectu-
alswillstageatokenh strike for
anhour from 10:00am wﬂr

Bangla Academy hold a
discussion at 11:00am on the life and
work of the martyred intellectuals.
Shilpakala Academy will also organ-
iseadiscussionat10:30am.

Ministry to slash
number of forest
check posts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The of Environment and
Forest has identified forest check
posts as the source of corruption
and decided to slash theirnumber.

"We've found each check post to «

R bttalce 1t by
c to get

There are all tlor;‘:thpa? these staff
have link with timber smugglers,"
said Environment Minister Tariqul
Islam.

The minister expressed the hope
that timber smuggling will be halved
once the forest check posts are
downsized. The staff of the dissolved
check posts will be transferred to
forest areas to guard forest
resources, hesaid.

There are 50 check posts across
the country including 16 in the
Sundarbans and 15 in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

According to administrative
setup, each check post is comprised
of five staff, but a probe has found
sevento 10 employeesateach.

5 die
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outlaws at Failabazar in Rampal
upazilaat 1:15amyesterday.
QOutlawed Biplobi Communist
Party (BCP) cadre Rabiul Islam, 30,
also was killed early yesterday in
'crossfire’ between police and out-
lawed operatives at Hazari-
village of Courtchadpur upazila
Jhenidah.

DHAKA

A gang including Kamal and Milon
attempted to mug police Sub-
inspector Mominur Rahman and
Sergeant Abul Kalam Azad as they
were walking past Lion Eye Hospital
atabout 1:30am, police said.

The criminals also stabbed and
seriouslywounded Mominur.

As the two policemen shouted for
help, members of 'Cheetah’ and
! ! rushed to the spot. The gang
fired on the law-enforcers, who
returned fire, leaving Kamal and
Milondeadon thespot.

Police seized two revolvers, four
Eiuﬂem.nm'dlapaﬁ‘mdnhlfefmm

em.

Barisal
A team of Rab-4 arrested Ripon from
Bhaban area in the capital
noon, our Barisal correspon-
dent reports.

Ripon was brought to Barisal and
handed to Rab-6 stationed at Barisal

night.

Rab sources said Ripon
with them, members of the elite force
raided a hideout of outlaws on the
bank of the Mongla canal at
Norottom village in Banuim para
u at around 5:30am. Ripon was
fag:.l?yh[niumd in crossfire between
Rab and outlaws while fleeing and

and a light gun loaded with eight
bullets from the spot.

A Rab press release said one Rab
timeml:per was Injured in the opera-

on.

Ripon was an accused in more
than a dozen cases, including for
bomb attack at Baniachang Church
in Gopalganj, six murders, arms loot
from Ansar members, abduction and
toll collection.

Locals brought out processions in
Banaripara upazila hearing the news
ofRipon's death.
it ded Saguna Dakhhin
Rab raided in
Rampal upazila and a.rrwtedp'am )
Rezaul, our staff correspondent in
Khulnareports.

He was killed in crossfire as joint
forces came under arméd attack by
mmpumofmcpemﬂmdmumm an
anms 0 0on. two
sides mdmrgo rounds of fires in
which Rezaul was killed and a police
constable injured.

A revolver, a shutter gun, a for-
eign-made revolver and two rounds
gjt;;"ewlver bullets were found on

Hewasanammdandamm
in more than 40 criminal cases
with several police stations of
Bagerhat district, policesaid.
Kushtia

Police arrested Rabiul on Saturday
and recovered three powerful bombs
acting on his confession, our Kushtia
co! ndentreports.

Police later went to village
Hazaridanga to seize arms from
outlaws. Accomplices of Rabiul
opened fire on police and they retali-
ated. Rabiul was killed in crossfire as
he tried to escape by jumping from
policevan, said,

Police sent the body to Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

LUGGAGE THIEVERY

Irked Biman
fliers board
Indian flight
BSS, Dhaka

Twenty-two Mumbal bound
aggrieved passengers of Biman
Airlines yesterday

Bangladesh left
for their destination by

an Indian
Airlines flight under Biman's

arrangements.

Earlier, the passengers refused to
leave Dhaka on the plea of loss of
valuables from their hand luggage
while being in the custody of airport
customs, a PID handout said.

A total of 65 passengers came to
Dhaka on December 10 in Biman's
flights--BG-073 and BG-079--from
Bangkok and Hong Kong. The pas-
sengers were bookedon
flight for Mumbai the following day.
While to the customs for
their hand luggage, the passengers
learnt that some of their valuables
were 'gone’ (lost) while in the cus-
todyofthecustoms.

This made the passengers unruly
48 of them
refused to fly without their goods.
The embarrassed officials of Biman
did their best to pacify the passen-
gers, thehandoutadded.

The matter was immediately
brought to the notice of the State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism, Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin.

Meanwhile, 43 passengers
agreed to board the aircraft, though
the rest 22 passengers refused to
leave.

The minister ordered a probe
into the martter and instructed the
authorities concerned to take disci-

plinary action against the officials
involved.

The remaining 22 passengers left
yesterday for Mumbai by an Indian
Airlines flight via Kolkata, the hand-
outadded.

46 bridges
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ment agreed to raise the assistance to
Tk 128 crore and the number of
bridges to46, said sources.

Earlier the DFID had conducted a
survey on the roads and highways in
southwestern districts and found 106
bridges to be in need of immediate
reconstruction. The survey also
found that the bridges were anything
but ready to cope with the increased
rushofthe highway traffic.

It identified 36 bridges to be in
worst state and committed to provide
the necessary fund to repair those. A
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed in 1998 between
the government and DFID accord-
ingly, said the source.

Formation of a separate bridge
management unit in the Ministry of
Communications was one of the
preconditions, the RHD officials
informed the meeting. Now; as the
government has opened a bridge
management unit there is no bar to
starting the construction work, they
said.

Ahigh official of the RHD told The

early next year after completing
procedures.

necessary

The bridges under the projects
include, 12 on Faridpur-Bhanga
Highway, one on Barisal-Jhalkathi
Road, 12 on Barisal- Bhandaria Road,
two on Bhandaria-Pirojpur Road,
one on Dashuria-Natore, five on
Jessore-Narail, four on Rangpur-
Kurigram and four on Barisal-
Patuakhali Highway.

China to tax
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clothing exports to ease international
concerns that mainland producers
could flood markets when the
decades-old quota system will be
lifted next month.

In an instant reaction to The Daily
Star yesterday, President of

Garment

implemented.

"Despite the Chinese decision, the
US and EU should not also rule out
possibility of safeguard measures in
the quota-free period,” the BGMEA
leadersaid.

At present, China holds 16 percent
oftheworld'stotal marietand
hopes to raise the share to 50 percent
afterthe expiryof quota.

The AFP dispatch adds: "We will
impose export duties on certain textile
products,” Ministry of Commerce
spokesman Chong Quan was quoted
assaying by the China Daily.

China would tax its own textile
goods based on volume rather than
value as a way to encourage the pro-
duction of higher-end textiles, Chong
said.

Decades-long quotas that have
governed the apparel trade will be

Clothing, which amended the
multifibre

amangement
(More on page 7)

al
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Lost their loved ones

army) picked up Selina, editor of
army) p up or o
literary magazine Shilalipi, from her
Moghbazar residence. Sumon
Zahid, her only son, can still recall
the day that turned his fragile
childhood world upside down.

His mother's body was found in
the Rayerbazar killing ground on
December 18 and later buried in
Azimpur graveyard.

Sumon has long been trying to
have the Outer Circular Road (the
road from Mauchak to Moghbazar)
@mmrﬁrmm&hﬂb:mm

on e ty
Corporation to that end. After a
great deal of persuasion by him, the
DCC hadmeci:ied in favour of
renamingthe ro
. On March 20, 2003, the DCC
issued an order asking the shop and
homeowners on the Outer Circular
Road to replace the old signs with
new ones reading 'Selina Parveen
Road', But the DCC officials did not
mrﬁ:r.my steps to implement the
(]

*I made repeated requests to the
Dhaka City Corporation to
implement naming the Outer
Circular Road after my mother but
tono effect,” said Sumon. ;

"The DCC erected four concrete
structures on the road without
hansing any nameplate. I myself
wrote 'Selina Parveen Road' on
those structures but one morning I
found that one of the nameplates
was knocked down,”" sald Sumon.

He also tted that some
officials of the Mayor's office
misbehaved with him when he went
there with the prayer for renaming

theroad.
"Everybody wanted proof
I was really a son of a
martyred intellectual. To satisfy
them I even had to collect
nmpaperdl%npmmtmum
my claim," he added.

Sumon said he never wanted any
benefits from the government. All he
longed for was the government
recognition of his mother as a
martyr to the independence of this
nation.

Abu Musa Mohammed
Masuduzzaman, son of late
Professor Muniruzzaman said,
g talks about the
only when the December 14 is
around while the rest of the year
goes without showing a shred of
respect forthem."

Muniruzzaman, a statistics

fessor at Dhaka University, was

rutally killed a!ung with his
younger brother and elder son by

Masuduzzaman, only an eight-
year-old in1971, was numbed by the
terrible shock at the sight of his
father, brother and uncle being
killed right in front ofhis eyes.

*The gruesome picture still
makes me tingle with horror and 1
guessIwill neverbe able to erase the
memory," he said maintaining that
the family members of the martyred
intellectuals are not honoured
property by thestate.

"We used to receive some Tk 1500
from the t since after
independence but in 1988 lt.li‘ll:
government ceased giving us
money although my mother is still
alive," said Masuduzzaman.

Opposition agitates
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police barred opposition support-
ers from bringing out processions
during the eight-hour hartal.

In the capital, leaders of the
main opposition AL and its allies
asked the BNP-led coalition gov-
ermnment to step down immediately
paving the way for early elections,
and sit for a dialogue with opposi-
tion parties to form a neutral and
non-party caretaker government.

Addressing separate rallies, they
said people expressed 'no-
confidence' in the government on
Saturday by joining the cross-
country human wall. The ruling
coalition should now quit show-
ing respect to people's desire,
they added.

The ALanditsallies in the anti-
government movement-- left
leaning 11-Party alliance, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) and
National Awami Party (NAP) --
went for yesterday's programme
to protest the attacks on their
workers in Bogra, Gaibandha and
Chittagong on Saturday.

Addressing a rally in front of
the party's Bangabandhu Avenue
office, the AL leaders bitterly
criticised LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister and BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
for his remarks that the human
wall programme was a flop
because the number of people on
the 1000-km route was small,
exceptingin Feni.

"If so, then Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia should resign show-
ing respect to the desire of people
of her constituency,” said AL
General Secretary Abdul Jalil.

11-Partyrally

Leaders ofthe 11-Partyatarallyat
Muktangon blasted the govern-
ment for 'attacks' on Saturday's
peaceful demonstration.

They asked the government to
stop such 'repression' on the
opposition, and warned of
tougher programmeifit did not.
JSD rally
]SD leaders at a rally in front of its
central office threatened of form-
ing human wall around the 'cen-
tres of power' of the government.

They said such programme
would follow the current one of
human wall on the highways.

Mainuddin Khan Badal, Syed
Zafar Sazzad and Shirin Akhtar,
among others, addressed the
rally'--l.ﬁll.,IIII'-‘I)"'lv. e 28 PR S

Our Bogra correspondent
reports: Most vehicles remained
off the roads of the town during
the hartal from 6:00am to 6:00pm.
A small number of rickshaws
however plied.

The local AL office was found
closed during the hartal.

Our Gaibandha correspondent
adds: Police foiled a procession
brought out jointly by distreit AL,
11-Party, JSD and NAP in support
of the hartal at rail crossing point
of thetown atabout 11:00am.

8 Marines killed
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release of more information could
place US personnel atrisk.

As of Monday, at least 1,296
members of the US military have
died since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count.

Cabinet nods
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The finance ministry is likely to
submit soon its recommendation
about the appointment to the presi-
dentwho will then consult the prime
minister.

Once appointed, the ombuds-
man shall not be associated with any
coveted government post, the NBR
proposal says.

Receiving the taxpayers' com-
plaints the ombudsman will seek
explanation of the NBR and suggest
remedy if any injustice is found. If
the NBR refuses to comply with the
ombudsman's verdict, he will seek
the president'sintervention.

NBR feels that the presence of a
tax ombudsman will boost public
confidence about the tax payment
system and encourage them to pay
MOre taxes.

"Very few people actually pay
taxes in Bangladesh," noted an NBR
official. "In a country of 140 million
people, we haveless than 1.5 million
people possessing tax identification
numbers (TIN). And among them,
less than half a million actually pay
MI

"While dealing with income tax,
we see that payment by some tax-
payers do not match with their
lifestyles,” the NBR official added.

A similar tendency to avoid
payment of VAT and customs duty is
also seen. "There is allegation that a
section of dishonest taxofficials take
bribes to aflow the taxpayers to
dodgetax,” the official said.

The NBR has taken a number of
initiatives to encourage people to
pay tax. In this regard, the role of the
ombudsman becomes important,
sourcessaid.

The NBR has sought individual
lifestyle statement from every tax-
payer during submission of tax
return and wealth statements from
the civil servants in every five years.
Typically they do not submit this
starement

The NBR's internal resource
division has already issued a
reminder letter to its employees
asking them to comply with the
rules by thismonth.

"If somebody does not submit
this statement in due time, we will
take disciplinary action against
him," quips NBR chairman
Khairuzzaman Chowdh

In his last budget speech,
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
had announced that the ombuds-
man would be appointed during this
fiscal year.

Separate land body
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(CHT) affairs, said the rights of the
indigenous people would not be
established unless responsible
leadership is developed at the
national andlocal levels.

Both the government and the
opposition need to play an impor-
tant role to establish rights of the
indigenous people, the minister
said.

Professor Abul Barakat of Dhaka
University Economics Department
sald people will have to build up a
'political struggle' in demand for a
separate land commission for the
indigenous people to protect their
land ownership.

Shaktipada Tripura, organising
secretary of Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samiti (PCJSS), said
the problems of the indigenous
people should be considered as a
national issue that would help
devise a quick solution to the prob-
lem.

The easy-going indigenous
people including Saontal, Khasia,
Rakhain, Garo, Hajong and Orao live
in the plain land of Rajshahi,
Naogaon, Sylhet, Moulvibazar,
Tangail, Mymensingh, Comilla and
Patuakhali

Hope pinned
on Aminbazar
power plant
StAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dh.nh.lila Eﬂy to have ﬂ.;l uninter-
rupted electricity su tem
wh%n Amlnbanrtgsm F% ’yammsta-
tion goes into commercial operation
next month the 230kv Dhaka

transmission line, claimofficials
of Power Grid Ifdc.nmpany of

)

substation, a PGCB project
financed by mﬂ.ﬁlan Development
Bank (ADB) and Bangladesh Ewem-
ment, will increase stability in elec-
tricity supply, transmission capacity
and ty of grid network of
Dhaka city and greater Dhaka, reduc-
ing cal loss of 132kv transmis-
sion lines. It will also offload Tongi
and Hasnabad 230kv substations of
the ?mGiB to improve voltage level,

Aminbazar substation and Rampura
substation on Sunday.

Dhaka now has a demand for
about 1500mw electricity with an
annual of 12 percent in
demand, which the existing substa-
tions ‘cannot feed, said pura
substation's Dem:( General

(DGM) Md Ruhul Amin.

"So, the stable 230kv ring around
Dhaka city, envisaged in the Power
System ter Plan (PSMP), Is the
optimal solution," headded.

The 100-km encompasses
Ghorashal, Tongi, Aminbazar,
Hasnabad, Meghnaghat, Haripur

Tongi, which will also be complete
next month, PGCB officials men-
tioned.

On completion, the l:;ng uw;ll sa\ir;

major su collapse

m am]unm aEa.tEl and offload
Tongi, Hasnabad, Kabirpur, Tan
and j substations as well as
those in the capital.

This offload of the substations
would help the industries
and gear up economic activities,
hoped Md Mozammel Hossain, DGM
of substation.

Shamsuddin Ahmed, head of the
ADB Energy Division, said
Bangladesh achieved
it the Inscallafion of Meghnaghat

on ol i

450mw Power Plant, Rampura sub-
station and development of the
230kv transmission jointly financed
by the ADB and Bangladesh govern-
ment.

But he said the government
should now concentrate on more

| pawer generation as the transmis-

sion system has been developed and
Dhaka Electricity Supply Authority
(DESA) and Dhaka El, ty Supply
Company (DESCO) are setting up
new substations and expandin
distribution capability throu
various projects.

Shahudul

eli 'hln?'“ t job. Th

e for ment jol e
mea;ﬂngn!mmhhpmtml.

Babar, when reached for com-
ments, also would talk neither about
Shahudul's removal, nor appoint-
mentofanewIGP

A High Court division bench on
January 27 found the IGP guilty of
'gross misconduct' in a contempt

lours of his men, but

elled counter- a t the
g o e

Division dismissed the
Tuesday and upheld

etition
the HC judge-

on March 22 ondered the government
to explain under what authority
Shahudulhas been theofficeof
IGPafterthe January 27
The Court division bench of
Justice Matin and Justice AFM
Abdur Rahman, which earlier had
punished Shahudul and the traffic
le to con-
tinue hearing t Peﬁt[nn on
Sunday, as Shahudul's counsel
Khondker Mahbubuddin Ahmed
insisted that hebe given time to consult
his client. The bench referred the case
to Chief Justice Syed JR Mudassir
Husain for a decision on the next
course ofaction.
mm%wmmm
night that he Shahudul to
appeal to the president for acquittal

from the punishment.

Shahudul, whose contractual
service expires on March 30 next year,
was in New York on a visit to the UN

court hnnﬁd st

own the verdict
He later went to France
tovisittheInterpol
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UK, Japan to jointly
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Sources say the collaboration,
however, is the start of a push by
Britain, Japan, the World Bank (WB)
and the Asian Development Bank

(ADB) to jointly support the govern- -

ment in realising its Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP).
They will work out an action plan
after going through the PRSP to be
finalised in January, but preliminar-
ily they said it is their intention to
"build institutions that would last
over governments and time and
improve public knowledge of their
rights ofgovernance and law."
When asked about the nature of
their input into the Bangladesh's
PRSP, Suma Chakrabarti,
Permanent Secretary of DFID, said,
"As development partners we are
getting behind the government,
rather than imposing our views and

tions.

"The Bangladesh government
will continue to consult with all the
stakeholders that is the strength of
your system and would project a
good image of Bangladesh,” said
Kazuo Kodama, deputy director-
general of the Economic
Cooperation Bureau of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry.

Chakrabarti told journalists that
during discussions with Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and Finance
and Planning Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday, they raised
bipartisan approach to shared
national interest such as the PRSP
which would ensure a "broad con-
stituencyof support”.

They particularly marked
women and children malnutrition
and matemnal mortality rates as
areas of concern, but said all other
sectors were on track to meet the
MDGs.

Chakrabarti said they had agreed
with the government on areas of
weak governance and the govern-
ment has an agenda to curtail cor-
ruption and improve law and order.
"It is the government's agenda and
wewould like to supportit."

He added that their shared moti-
vations are to eliminate poverty and
push Bangladesh to the next stage of
development and to tackle barriers
to growth, employment and invest-
ment.

Their collaboration in
Bangladesh comes from the success
of a similar collaboration initiative
inVietnam, Chakrabarti said.

They said these areas need to be
developed in order for Bangladesh
to gain from intermational trade,
which “Will' ‘particularly 'bérfefit
women and children.

Japanese and British develop-
ment programmes would still be
separately identifiable but would
collaborate on a broader basis,

Chakrabarti pointed out.

Britain and Japan already collab-
orate on private sector develop-
ment, roads and bridges, health,
primary education, arsenic mitiga-
tion, climate change and disaster
management.

Japan is the biggest bilateral
donor in Bangladesh, while Britain
stands second with $244 million
providedinaidlastyear.

British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury, Japanese
Ambassador Matsushiro Horiguchi
and DFID representative in

f David Wood also spoke
atthe press conference,

Give us more aid
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planning ministry in themorning.

The donors headed by Suma
Chakrabarti, permanent secretary
of the UK's Department for
International Development (DFID),
earlier told the finance minister that
they want to increase aid to
Bangladesh jointly to help it achieve
the Millennium Development
Goals,

The donors expressed concerns
at weak governance, in particular
corruption, the law and order and
the impact they have on the lives of
ordinary people.

They added that weak gover-
nance is affecting the lives of the
ordinary people and hindering trade
and privatesector development.

British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury and Deputy
Director General of Japan's
Economic Cooperation Bureau
Kazuo Kodama were also present.

Saifur told journalists after the
meeting, "I have told them that
reform is more difficult than revolu-
tion."

He drew the attention of the
British donors, saying, "We are
running the government in accor-
dance with your laws, We are trying
to improve our lives inline with your
laws. It is difficult for us to dump
these laws and make new legislation
to improve lives, [f we were pursuing
a revolution, we would have
changed ourselves overnight. But
we are not doing that. We are trying
toreform. And this takes time."

"As an elected government we
have to consider the fact that we
have a big unemployment problem.
If we downsize our administration
and increase the salary of the staff, it
will not augur well for the country,”
he added.

Suma Chakrabarti said, "I out-
litéd  the’ DIFD'S "policy’ of zerd’
tolerance for corruption in develop-
ment assistance, we will work with
others to make sure that we, and the
international community, live up to
our responsibilities.”

Dubai horror
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Banglabazar 1.1m‘lr:rl Sonargaon
upazila in Narayanganj.

Jamila's mother, Begum, along
with seven male and female villag-
ers, rushed to Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital (DMCH)
Sunday. Although doctors and
nurses of the D U-Iu'iedlosﬂ
her, Begum took her daughter b
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It is not known whether Jamila's
Goces bop o) e caplah even

pop-cormn) capital, iseven
aware ofthe fate of her daughter.
JAMILA'S BACKGROUND
With eight mouths to feed, and
havinglost hisjob with the closure of
Adamjee Jute Mills in 2002, Jamila's
father felt he had no choice but to
send one of his family members
abroad.

Two local brokers -- Moslema
and Moata.SE: -- of nearby Keodhala

in Sonargaon upazila, came
mwiﬁx the proposal of sending
a female family member as a house
help to Dubai, Jamila's mother
said.
offeredtoo ajobin
Dubai with a MLJH( of Tk 5,500 per
month if we could pay a fee of Tk
60,000. They said she would not
have to work much in one of the
richest countries of the world,"
said.

Jamila's father first thought of
sending his wife, but Begum said
that "Jamila was chosen since I had
breast-feeding children,” she told
TheDailyStar.

Kader paid the Tk 60,000 fee as he
had received a 'golden-handshake'
from the government in compensa-
tlonforlosing his job.

LIFEIN DUBAI

Jamila, the eldest of four sisters and
two brothers, went to Dubai in mid-
2003 when she was only 14-year-old
and s g in class four at a Brac
schoolinhervillage.

She worked about 22-hours aday
for the Dubai family which was
headed by a 70-year-old Madrasha
teacher named Saud and his wife
Ayesha. She does not know the
family's last name, nor the place in
Dubaiwhere theylived.

"They forced me to wake up at
dawn," she told journalists Sunday.
"Each seemed never-ending,
justloaded with work."

Jamila said that the hardest work
was the ironing which she often
started after lunch and continued,
with only a break for dinner, until
threein the morning. "Sometimesin
the early hours of the mornin
when the house was silent, I f
asleepwhilstworking," shesaid.

"It was not that bad when I went
there first as there was another Sri
Lankan maid in the house, but the
amount of work increased day-by-

day and after the Sri Lankan maid
left, I had to do it all by myself." she
described.

She said it was very difficult to
manage the large family comprising
seven sons, five daughters, two son-
in-laws, one infant of one of the
daughters aswell as the parents.

"They used to beat me everyday
in the last couple of months when-
ever I could not satisfy them. If the
clothes were not ironed well, or they
did not get the clothes they
expected, or if the food was late or if
any of the glass-ware was broken I
was tortured,” Jamila said as tears
rolled down herface.

’ ';?u months agﬁi one ol:; the

aughters, 22-year-old Asma, burnt
my right hanmm the hot iron,"
Jamilanarrated.

"One of the boys Hammud, 18,
threw me to the floor, kicked me and
stepped on my belly. One of the
daughters Maryam, 20, once poured
boiling water over me, and others
beat me withsticks. The ownerofthe
house herself, 60-year-old é\lﬁsha,
used to grab my hair and strike my
head against the wall," Jamilasaid.
PAYMENT
{ﬁﬁﬂ!a's mother said rl:};.tllgm family

not receive any r money
from Dubai, and had not received
anymoney inthelast sixmonths,

"Finding me of no use to them in
the last few months because [ wasiill
from over-work, they did not pay me
any salary and kept all the gold-
ornaments, clothes and valuables
thatIhad boughtthere," Jamila said.

Jamila's mother said that she
used to make phone calls to her
daughter about four times a month
but the family in Dubai did not let
Jamila speak. "They kept on making
excuses that she was not at home,
Begum alleged. I have talked to her
only four times in the twenty two
months she stayed in Dubai.”

"We never knew she was working

that hard. Jamila never told us what
was happening and that she was ill
becauseofherjob."
ANOTHERJAMILA?
Jamila's ordeal is now over, butshe is
afraid that another young
Bangladeshi girl is now suffering the
same fate,

She said that three months ago
the Dubai family has employed
another teenage girl Sufia, aged 15,
though the family never let them
talk together.

"Sufiais working and suffering as
much as I did and probably will have
the same fate as [ have had," Jamila
said.

Jamila told journalists that she
wanted the family members pun-
ished for torturing her, she wanted
to receive the wages that were due to
her and she wanted her property
returned.

“No other maids working abroad
should suffer like I did," Jamila said.



