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Investment from France
| Onethingleadstoanother

HE statement made by the French foreign trade
% minister Erancois Loos in Dhaka that his country
o plans to invest heavily in Bangladesh's energy,
‘pharmaceuticals, water treatment, and infrastructure
development sectors comes as very welcome news.
These good tidings come not long after the expression of
interest with respect to a$2 billion investment was signed
by the Tata group, and indicates that perhaps the tide is
turning when it comes to foreign investment in Bangla-

There is no denying the fact that foreign investment in
Bangladesh has been in the doldrums over the last few
years. The macro-economic fundamentals and other
economic indicators of the country remain strong, but it
was other problems such as corruption and crime and
poor infrastructure that created a poor business climate
thatkept foreign investors away.

The Krench foreign trade minister mentioned that a
recent French trade delegation had expressed its satisfac-
tion with the business climate here in Bangladesh, and it
seems as though the business climate has been enhanced
and investor confidenceis atlonglast returning. .

Right now Bangladesh is in serious need of foreign
direct investment (FDI). Apart from the capital which is
always welcome, foreign investors also bring much
needed technological expertise and professionalism.

This has been a difficult year for Bangladesh. We have
had floods and price hikes to contend with. Butthe good
news as we approach year's end is that we seem to be
turning the corner and things seem to be getting better
with some major foreign investment proposals pouring

Good news begets more good news. One or two signifi-
cant investments will go a long way towards improving
* the business climate and the general sense of well-being
.in the country, which willin turn attract more investment
andlead to greaterimprovements.
Let's hope that this latest positive pronouncement is a
harbinger ofthings to come.

Therecruitmenttale

Government must clear the air

are heartened not only by the news of parlia-

ment standing committees sitting for business

W but also by the vibrancy manifested therein by
exchanges between the committee members belonging
to the government and the opposition parties. For
instance, in one of the standing committees, the Standing
Committee on Ministry of Establishment, an animated
discourse took place centring around government
tecruitment to several thousand thlrd and fourth-class
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* The process of recruitment had come under severe
cr_;itlcrsrn as this was apparently motivated by partisan
considerations. Such was the lack of transparency and
widespread allegations of nepotism, corruption and
political interference, that the government was con-
strained to revoke several thousand appointments on 20
Nov only to rescind that order, however, under pressure
from rankand file of the BNP, a week later.

The see-saw game gives rise to several questions in the
public mind. In the first place, people felt that by annul-
ling the appointments clouded by controversy, the gov-
emnment had done the right thing. If the PMO had felt
constrained to revoke the appointment orders of so many
applicants, there must have been compelling reasons to
do so. That being the case, the revocation of the cancella-
tion order itself is bound to create misgivings in the pub-

‘Recruitment to government posts in whatever level, as
must all recruitment everywhere be, transparent and
open. The whole affair, in this case, of appointing-
re‘snindiﬁ'g-revuldng of the rescinding order has deep-
ened doubts in the public mind about the credibility of
government appointments, especially where huge num-
berof vacancies areinvolved.

But the government didn't feel obliged, at any stage, to
share information with the public about the extra-
ordinary steps it took to cancel the original series of
appointments (inexplicably, without having put a brake
on it in good time!), and withdraw the revocation order
subsequently that validated the earlier recruitment.

We would also like to share the general misgivings
regarding the recruitment and suggest that the govern-
ment not only come out with a clear-cut statement on the
issue butalso institute aninquiryinto the entire episode.
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Only democracy can work for Pakistan

KAZI ANWARUL MASUD
URING the Pakistani
president's most recent

D visit to Washington and

London, both President+Bush and
Prime Minister Blair effusively
praised President Pervez
Musharraf’s courage in "standing
firm against terrorism," his "vision
for Enlightened Moderation in the
Islamic World," and "his good
stewardship of the Pakistan
economy.”

Yet Pakistani scholar Parvez
Hoodbhoy has posed an enigmatic
question: can Pakistan work? Such a
question may be asked of countries
standing on the brink of "failure” --
defined as a state unable to provide
human security, justice, and basic
necessities of life to its people. But
can Pakistan be categorised as
falling into such a group even if the
most expansive definition of a
"failed state” is takeninto account?

Not if one is to give credence to
the recent speech given by Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz, and of his
assertion of Pakistan's consistent
economic growth at more than six
percent per annum for the last
several years, and of improved
socio-ecanomic indicators. But
then Stephen Cohen, the highly

 credentialed and perhaps the lead-

ing American analyst on South Asia,
has quoted Pakistanis who acknowl-
edged Pakistan's failure as a state in
the past, most notably in 1971 when
East Pakistan became Bangladesh.

Cohen considered Pakistan as "a
case study of negatives -- a state
seemingly incapable of establishing
a normal political system, support-
ing radical Islamic Taliban and
mounting Jihadi operations into
India while its own economic and
political systems were collapsing
and internal religious and ethnic
based violence were rising dramati-
cally."

Hussain Haqqani sees Pakistan's
weakness being embedded in dis-
proportionate focus on ideology,
military capability, and external
allianee since the country's incep-
tion in 1947. Pakistan's progress has
been faltering, not only in its inabil-
ity to build up institutions support-
ive of democracy, but also in other
areas compared to its nemesis India.

Pakistan's economy is the smallest
among the nuclear powers. Pakistan
suffers from massive urban unem-
ploymeént, rural underemployment,
illiteracy, and low per capitaincome.
But perhaps Pakistan's greatest
weakness stems from its inability to
acquire a clear identity as a nation-
state bereft of transnational [slamic
ideology.

Stephen Cohen finds the "history
and future of Pakistan being rooted
in this duality, a complex relation-
ship between Pakistan the state and
Pakistan the nation -- mission
bound to serve as a beacon for
oppressed and backward Muslim
communities elsewhere in the
world." It is debatable whether

country being ruled by an establish-
ment described by Stephen Cohen
as a "moderate oligarchy” consist-
ing of the military, civil service,
judiciary, andlanded aristotracy.
This oligarchy believes in impla-
cable opposition to Indian pre-
eminence, fight for the "liberation"
of Kashmir, maintenance of nuclear
weapons as a deteyrence to Indian
"designs" and as a status symbol,
implicit belief in social Darwinism
and consequent contempt for land
reforms, closest possible relation-
ship with the US despite anti-US
sentiment among the general pub-
lic, and use of Islam as the national
unifier and as a force to deter
Pashtoon, Sindhi, and Baluch sub-

tance in combating communism
that could be more effectively
fought by military-dominated
autocracies than by democracies.
Consequently the West encouraged
military rule and in some cases
kleptocracy in many third world
countries as long as communism
was denied political space in these
underdeveloped societies. Pakistan
Was no exception.

When the intensity of the Cold
War was on the wane, the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan came as a
God-sent blessing for General Zia-
ul-Hug who based the Pakistani
educational and legal system on
Islamic law and formalised the state
ideology as an official policy of

should not lose sight of the fact that
in the process of sidelining Nawaz
Sharifand Benazir Bhutto, President
Musharraf has helped Muttahida
Majlis-e-Amal, an alliance of six
Islamic parties, to gain 11 percent of
the popular votes, 53 seats in the
Federal National Assembly, and
governance of NWFP and
Baluchistan.
TheWest should ponderifcontin-
ued support to the Musharraf
regime (its necessity being
explained as an essential part of the
war on terror) would not at some
future date be translated into
adversarial actions against western
interests. Some western scholars
hold the view that though the dan-
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lu:ratic values would be well advised to put a check on the

The guardians of 'global security and propagators of dem

"moderate oligarchy" and encourage Pakistan to follow the course of democratic pluralism. In the ultimate analysis,
filtered judgement by many is always preferable to dictated conclusion by the few. For only democracy can make

Pakistan workin the long run.

Muhammed Ali Jinnah, the founder
of Pakistan, .described by Parvez
Hoodbhoy as "an impeccably
dressed westernised Muslim with
Victorian manners and secular
outlook," had thought of Pakistan as
a cradle for oppressed Muslims in
global terms.

This role of Muslim leadership, if
any country can appropriate such a
roleatall, can perhaps be claimed by
Saudi Arabia as the guardian of the
holiest places of Islam. But then
Saudi Arabia itselfis in the throes of
anarchic confusion, forced to walk
along the edge of internecine con-
flict between purist Islamists and a
westernised elite, compounded by
American-phobic suspicion of iis
trusted ally in the aftermath of 9/11
tragedy. Indeed the [slamic world is
in disarray in the face of American
triumphalism. In reality, the Islamic
world, unable to define a uniform
Islamic image, has been in decline
for ages, the last nail in the coffin
having been driven in by the end of
the Ottoman rule.

In the case of Pakistan, its stress
on Islamic ideology was a direct
result of its pathological fear of so-
called Hindu India which led to the

nationalism.

In this conglomeration of oligar-
chicforces, the army from the begin-
ning pronounced its dominance
over the others. But since the army
alone could not rule Pakistan it
needed collusive cooperation of
other self-interested parties. In this
endeavour, US help proved provi-
dential. During the Cold War days
the western countries' priority was
to contain communism and not to
propagate democratic values.

John Foster Dulles way back in
1946 saw the need for a "rededica-
tion to our religious faith" and dem-
onstration, of western political
system as "a curative thing" to
protect and defend "our cherished
freedom" through the containment
of communism as of utmost impor-
tance. So several defence arrange-
ments were created. Paradoxically,
however, while western members of
NATO (except Turkey) and ANZUS
were expected to practice democ-
racy, non-western members of
SEATO and CENTO were allowed to
be deviants. One wonderswhy.

Regardless of membership of
defence alliances, the third world
countries received western assis-

Islamisation.

Through his Islamisation efforts,
observes Haqqani, Zia made Paki-
stan an important ideological and
organisational centre of the global
Islamist movement, including its
role in the anti-Soviet campaign in
Afghanistan, by allowing Afghan
mujahedeens to operate from bases
in Pakistan and sponsoring the
Taliban putsch for power in Afghani-
stan by dislodging the Soviet backed
regimes. Little did the Americans
realise at that time that they were
being instrumental in constructing
a Frankenstein who at a later date
would be responsible for the 9/11
camagein the US mainland.

Even now the Bush administra-
tion is helping the Pakistani military
as the dominant partner of the
"moderate oligarchy” to rule Paki-
stan through marginalisation of
comparatively secular political
parties -- Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League and Benazir
Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party.
Though the political dominance
and institutional integrity of the
Pakistani army, observes Stephen
Cohen, has been able to marginalise
radical Islamic parties so far, one

ger of Islamic radicalism in Pakistan
may not pose any danger in the
short run, poverty, unemployment,
and perceived injustice to the Mus-
lims in general may in the long mn
generate actions that would not be
in theinterest of the West.

Besides, future recruits of the Al-
Qaedists may not have to come from
the marginalised sections of Paki-
stani society. The case of Daniel
Pearl murderer Omar Saeed Sheikh,
born into prosperous Pakistani-

\British family and having been a
student at the London School of
Economics and the 9/11 hijackers
are cases inpoint. A June 2003 public

. opinion survey found 45 percent

Pakistanis had at least "some confi-
dence” in Osama bin Laden's ability
to "do the right thing about world
affairs." In testimony early this year
to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee a senior State Depart-
ment official characterised Pakistan
as "probably the most anti-
American country in the world right
now."

If democracy deficit has been
identified as one of the main causes
fuelling terrorism because the West
is perceived by the citizens of those
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countries as propping up the failed
autocratic governments in the
affected countries, then the West
should avoid pursuing double
standards in its propagation of
democratic values,

The US need for Pakistani coop-
eration in the war on terror not-
withstanding, President
Musharraf's decision to hold on to
the post of Army Chief (though
rubber stamped by the Parlia-
ment) and US silence on this
important issue of disfiguration of
democratic institutions may not
be looked upon kindly by future
generation of Pakistanis. Leon
Haader (of the Cato Institute) who
sees President Musharraf's joining
the war on terror as not reflective
of structural change in Pakistani
policy holds the view of "Pakistan
with its dictatorship, failed econ-
omy, and insecure nuclear weap-
ons as a reluctant supporter of US
goals at best and a potential long
term problem at worst."

The point being driven at is that
the West, particularly the US and
Europe, should not have a myopic
view of Pakistan where the army s
apparently beating up the Al-
Qaedists with some success, but
should encourage secular plural-
ism Instead of continued support
to a military-reactionary combine.
The emergence of a powerful
Islamic fundamentalist group in
Pakistan though discounted by
Stephen Cohen for the present
cannot be totally ruled out.

Cohen bases his argument on
the premise that "regardless of
what may be desirable the army
will continue to set the limits of
what is possible in Pakistan." If
that were the case, then the guard-
ians of global security and propa-
gators of democratic values would
be well advised to put a check on
the "moderate oligarchy” and
encourage Pakistan to follow the
course of democratic pluralism. In
the ultimate analysis, filtered
judgement by many is always
preferable to dictated conclusion
by the few. For only democracy
can make Pakistan wotk in the
long run.

Kazi Anwarul Masud (s a former Sacretary and
Ambassador.

Primary education: Are we on track?

MANZOOR AHMED

1

XA IiLL- the -gl:ml‘ of qu;l.lity
primary education by
2015 for all children in

Bangladesh be reached? The
answer is no, if "business as usual”
goes on, according to the Global
Education for All (EFA) Monitoring
Report of UNESCO released in
November, 2004. If it is any com-
fort, the goal will also not be
reached by our neighbours -- India,
Pakistan and Nepal -- unless they
can significantly hasten their rate
of progress.

The EFA Monitoring Group at
UNESCO attempted to assess the
situation globally and rate coun-
tries according to their status and
trend in EFA components of pri-
mary education, literacy and gen-
der equality in education. Applying
an education development index
based on indicators in these areas,
a global league table was prepared
by the monitoring body. Bangla-
desh ranked 107th in a list of 127
countries, just behind India (106th)
and ahead of Nepal (110th) and
Pakistan (123rd).

In the annual Education Week (
24-29 November) events, the
authorities highlighted progress
made and plans for the future in
primary education. Indeed prog-
ress has been made in the last
decade in increasing enrollment,
reducing drop-out, and improving
completion of primary schooling
by children. A major achievement
has been attaining gender equality
in enrollment; in this respect we
have done significantly better than
our neighbours in South Asia (other
than Sri Lanka and Maldives, which
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had been ahead in basic education

- for .a-long.time). Successful non-

formal primary education
programmes of NGOs in Bangla-
desh, implemented on a substan-
tial scale, also have been interna-
tionally acclaimed and are cited as
models of how the children left out
or dropped out from the formal
system can be reached.

The large picture in primary
education is still of serious depriva-
tion in access, on top of extremely

main national development effort

in primary education. Althoughs

labelled as a sectorwide
programme and supported by a
pooling of assistance by major
international and bilateral donors
{with the Asian Development Bank
as the lead agency), it does not
cover or take into account the
madrassas, non- formal primary
education and institutions other
than government and government-
assisted primary schools. The two
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ponderous way decision-making

the government's part in making
key personnel choices and setting
up a management structure. Some
key actions that are conditions for
activating donor funds release,
suchas an institutional analysis for
initiating management reform and
baseline studies of situation in
schoals, are still tobe undertaken.
There are other concerns about
how effective the implementation

/2

moves:onbothisides; and delays on,

CAMPE and others who could help
energisesthe im
effort, contriblte to'cipacity build-
ing and provide continuity in
professional capacity development
even after donor assistance ends
and the external consultants are
gone.

The results of an implementa-
tion mechanism strictly confined
to national bureaucracy and the
external consultancy teams are
evident from the critical delay and

How to make up for the already lost time, move away froljz the "business as usual," and inject a sense of urgency in
the national primary education effort? The authorities concerned first need to recognise that there is a problem in
this respect. One way of “jump-starting’ the process is to cut through the bureaucratic maze and begin fast-track
implementation of critical field level actions anticipated in the PEDP Il programme, at least in a few upazilas in

different parts of the country, while the overall implementation planning is elaborated.

gmentation all nalamﬂl!ﬂsﬂ

lowlearning outcomes for children.
A closer look even at the official
statistics of net enrollment, drop-
out and completion will show that
over forty percent of children are
not participating in a full cycle of
primary education. The authorities
havenoreliable system of assessing
what children learn, but independ-
ent researchers ( such as Education
Waitch) have shown that one third
of children after five years of
attending primary school remain
without basie literacy and numer-
acy skills.

The Second Primary Education
Development Programme ( PEDP
Il) for the years 2003/4 to 2008/9,
the umbrella programme with
ambitious goals for access and
quality, has been planned as the

2

categories of schools, government-
run and government-supported
primary schools, included in PEDP
IT do serve over B0 percent of the
children. The rub is that the other
20 percent are the especially disad-
vantaged and hard to reach chil-
dren and programmes aimed at
addressing equity and access can-
not ignore these. Nor is it realistic to
assume that the problem would be
solved just by extending the reach
of the existing types of formal
schools. Nonetheless, it is vitally
important that PEDP [l succeeds,
With almost a quarter of the time
already gone of the six-year time-
table of PEDP II, the programme is
yetto take off the ground. [t appears
to be caught in a web of national
and international bureaucracy, the

of the programme will be. The
principal mechanism of profes-
sional and technical guidance and
supportof the programmeis a large
team of international consultants

assisted by a larger number of

national consultants. There is no
room for involving and drawing on
national institutions (other than
government agencies) and organi-
sations which can and have made a
contribution to primary education
development in the country. Only
individuals can be involved as
assistants to international consul-
tants -- not institutions such as
Institute of Education and
Research (IER) of Dhaka University,
Institute of Education and Devel-
opment (IED) of BRAC University,
BRAC Education Programme,

EDITOR TO THE EDITOR

the lost time in the take-off of the
programme., There are also con-
cerns about the quality and effec-
tiveness of what is going to be
implemented, There are many
questions about what kind of in-
service teacher training will work,
how schools and upazila level
supervisors can take more respon-
sibility and be accountable for
performance, how the school
managing committees can be more
effective, what changes are needed
in learning materials and so on. Itis
not just a matter of rolling out
known and well-tested solutions --
the solutions have to be developed,
tried out, modified further and
applied with necessary technical
support and monitoring. There has
to be a continuing research, devel-

opment and rial progess, in w h -
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involved.

How to make up for the aJrEady
lost time, move away from the "busi- |
ness as usual,” and inject a sense of 1
urgency in the national primary
education effort? The authorities ‘
concerned first need to recognise |
that there is a problem in this '
respect. Onewayof "jump-starting'’
the process is to cut through the
bureaucratic maze and begin fast-
track implementation of critical
field level actions anticipated in the
PEDP II programme, atleast in a few
upazilas in different parts of the
country, while the overall imple-
mentation planning is elaborated.
The fast-track activities can focus on
producing identifiable outcomes in
schools' and children's perfor-
mance within a short time. These
activities can be regarded as try-out
and demonstration of what works
and what can be done in the
national programme. Institutions
such as IER of Dhaka University and
[ED of BRAC University, working
with government institutions such
as National Academy for Primary
Education (NAPE) and National
Curriculum and Textbook Board |
(NCTB), will be more than willing to
take up the challenge to help plan
and implement the fast-track activi- |
ties, if they are asked. This kind of
thinking "out of the box" can hap-
pen only if the decision-makers at
the top, especially the Minister-in-
charge of Primary and Mass Educa-
tion, see the need for it. Will they?

Dr. Manzoor Ahmed is Direclor, Institule of
Education and Development (IED), BRAC
University,

TO THE EDITOR

Letters will only be considered if they carry the writer's full name, address and telephone number (if any). The identity of the writers will be protected. Letters must be limited to 300 words. All letters will be subject to editing.

BTTB mobile phone - A
long cherished hope

BTTH is finally going to launch their
eagerly awaited mobile phone. Cell
phone culture has become the most
dynamic technology in the arena of
communication. Currently in Ban-
gladesh there are four private
mohbile phone services operating,
But these companies are making the
highest use of monopoly business
by exploiting the customers. Here
the call charge per minute is
_extremely high while our neighbour
country India, itis exceptionallylow.
S mohile users of Bangladesh are
looking forward for the BTTB mobile
_,wbich is expected to meet
of vast people in terms
; chu'p, network accessi-
bﬁilgqﬁ proper bill payment pro-
cedure. Fhope the government will
mke proper steps to launch this

mobileservice as soon as possible,
MufitahWali

Departmentof English
Jahangirnagar University

Rustle beside

resonance

The year, after few days, will be
drawn into the black hole of the
cosmic era. The world will be
adorned insouciantly or intricately
to receive the New Year with open
arms. With the thrilling resonance,
most crucially, we will lose another
year of our life, as if a dead leaf
falling on ground bumping against
gust, rustle beside resonance. Over
the year, we've met many. We've
triumphed, we've surrendered,
we've shrugged off, and we've
riveted on, we've furtively dis-

torted, we've implacably cast '

down, we've loved amorously,

we've reviled venomously, we've
seen off with tear, we've received
with rapture. But have we ever been
ruminated on coming out of our
vmfity. stereotype, myopia, intoxi-
cation, greed? Have we ever
thought out of our knowing some-
thing may come true?

Rationalists are interrogated by
themselves, every year in particular,
if they've done anythingirrespective
of morality and let someone down.
Individualistic fundamentalism,
growing up with incongruous com-
placency, a shell, is scoffed; we must
come outof. Soon after sore eyes will
be dried out synchronising with the
hustle and bustle. No matter a short
life comes to an end, the senile
inexhaustible world drones on every
moming, From where we come,

* where we go back, dark to light, light
" to dark. End of a year, end of a life,

death, which are rustles beside

resonance. almost same. If the engineers and Bangladesh was considered as thegovernment.
Nasir Uddin Roney software developers get proper "Sonar Bangla" in the past as she 4) There should be income gener-
Dept. Of Anthropology facility they will not remain behind  had plenty of fish, poultry, pulses, ating programmes for the villag-
Universityof Chittagong the other countries. These Engi- cereals, to feed her population. But ers.
neers and students have already after the liberation war in 1971 and  5) There shmidd bﬁip;osrc:;»sive tax
s s ir ski it system (for er income
HO]JG mdespmr showed their skills abroad and in  because of natural calamities, she is gfuups] o incregasing heaiiny

Despite the despairs, a piece of tiny
newsontheDSon7 Dec. broughta
little hope and aspiration in my
mind. Ravi Sharma, managing
director and president of Alcatel
South Asia, in talks to the DS tsaid,
“It's high time for Bangladesh to get
prepared for a stake in the global
software industry before the coun-
try is connected with SEA-ME-WE#4
network". He adds that Bangladesh
can earn $2 billion every year. [ also
agree with this statement. And urge
for prompt steps. Govt. should at
once take action to prepare a road
map. Ravi rightfully said that knowl-
edge of computer among
Bangladeshis and Indians are

competitions. So why should they
notbeable to do soifthey get proper
facilities in their country? Now a
large number of educated youths
are seeking employment. If they do
not get employed the frustration
would engulf them and they would
be derailed causing deterioration of
lawand order.
Niherendra Nath Chowdhury
Palashbari, Gaibandha

My thoughts on "How
to Eradicate Poverty
from Bangladesh"

To me poverty is a curse on anyone
who falls victim of this situation.

engulfed with many problems and

poor standard of living is one of the

basic ones. She is mostly now
dependent on foreign aids for sur-
vival,

Eradication of poverty will of
course take a long time but at least
we can bring about a change and
lessen burdens of poverty by takinga
fewmeasures, suchas,

1) Reinforce the established law of
two children foreach family.

2) A family with more than two
children will be deprived of any
financial help from the govern-
‘ment.

3) A family with more than two
children will be deprived of
special medical allowances from

ment funds.

6) Introducing strategic planning
for helping distressed women to
getemployment and to eradicate
illiteracy.

Above all, [ feel, all the citizens
should try whole heartedly to
improve our standard of living and
eradicate poverty from this country
byall means.

SuraiyaZafar

One-mail

Leaders and followers

This is the season of work and also
the season of parties! The leaders
and followers of the political parties
from the union level to the national

level, should become alert and
careful so that they do not waste
their time engaging themselves
unnecessarilyin the daytime talking
over cell phones and land phones,
and in the evening attending several
important and unimportant dinner
parties. The leaders and followers
should be cautious so that their
prime time for working for the
'‘growth' of Gross Domestic
Products (GDP) and ‘increasing’ the
National Income (N1) of Bangladesh
are not robbed by the common
businesspersons known as ‘touts'
and officials known as ‘sycophants’,
The leaders and followers should
take up appropriate policies and
programmes, so that people at every
union of Bangladesh and all the
towns and cities including the capi-
tal city of Dhaka, would be able to
earn and buy aubergines and green
chillisataffordable price.
GolamAshraf

DOFS Baridhara, Dhaka-1206
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