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FTIKHARUDDIN Ahmed is

holding a solo exhibition of his

51 paintings, in oil and acrylic,
at Saju Art Gallery, He says that
today’ there is appreciation and
demand for abstract and semi-
abstractart in Dhaka. 'People want
more than the rivers and the boats,'
he says. In his Search of space he
deals with space as nature provides
it, as man creates it, and as we sec it
in'the works of artists of bygone
days as in the case of Zainul
Abedin's and' Picasso's works,
whose paintings have created a
new dimension. The other space is
thatofimagination, as we seein the
painting where some kites appear
to be falling in the sky with a child
chasing them.

While presenting his works,
Iftikhar has brought in images of
pillars and compasses. Pillars stand
for strength, which is necessary for
every work, while the compass
stands for perfection. In Tharget
there are men who are ascending
while others are falling. This too has
used symbols. In Searching beauty
the artist has repeatedly used the
form of the arch. In one he has
taken two red points and then
played with a bold, black, broad
shape. In another he has taken the
basic shapes of the rickshaw and
presented it in simple twists of
orange, greenand black. We get the
impression of the rickshaw hood
and seat. He has taken the primary
colours, blue, red and yellow and
played with them around the forms
foundinarickshaw.

In another canvas, we see peo-
ple gathered together after a disas-
terandin front of themisthe space
that has been destroyed by nature.
Something new that he has added
to his paintings are the maps which
architects have discarded and
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horse, 71--Now and in future the
theme is a pessimistic one. Tears
run down the cheeks of the horse,
which bears a ﬂag His bones stick

out and' he appears to be totally
tired and run down. The horse is
wormmn out as there is no one to hold
thereins,

Iftikhar says thatas a student he
has been guided' by Abdul Baset,
Rafiqun Nabi and Mahbubul Amin.
Later, Mohammed Kibria guided
himwith his work-When he went to
Paris in 1993, he got opportunity to
visit many art galleries and muse-
ums which influenced his work.
After his return in 1995, he went to
more art centres overseas, in Hol-
land, Germany, Italy, Belgium,
USA, South Africa, Pakistan, Nepal
and Malaysia. He began to realise
his position vis-a-vis the other
artists of the world. His work,
exhibited anywhere in the world,
wouldnot appearoutofplace, such
is his outlook and presentation. He
does each canvas at a time, and
sometimes he stores his memories
in notebooks. Iftikhar says that
compared to the artists in Pakistan,
the art movement in Bangladesh

Moving canvas of 1971
An exhibition with a dzﬁ“erence

AFSAR AHMED

The red and the green. These two
colours are firmly etched'in every
Bangladeshi's heart as our national
flag is the combination of both. And
undoubtedly, these two colours
depict the true portrait of the country
and the momentoustimes of 1971,
Nitya Upahar's BaharRahman has
taken the colour concept of our flag
in his new line of T-shirts for the
occasion of Victory Day. In the T-
shirt, the green background with the
bright red circle reminds us'of the
brave history of 1971 as well as cre-
ates a patriotic sense among all the
citizens. ' To celebrate this year's
Victory Day, once again Nitya
Upahar has come up with seven
designs in T-shirts, delineating the
tales of the heroes of 1971.The aimis

to familiarise the post 1971 gcncm .

tionaboutthattime.

To formally launch the apparcl a
ceremony was held yesterday at the
shop premises. One of the leading
singers of Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra, Apel Mahmud, inaugurated
the exhibition.

‘This is a humble tribute to the
martyrs of the Liberation War,' said
Bahar. 'And as the T-shirt is an casily
accessible medium for the young
generation, the history of the valiant
freedom fighters: and those who
sacrificed their lives for the country
can be portrayed easily,’ he said. ‘In
our line of T-shirts, we also pay our
heartiest tribute to those foreign
personalities in our T-shirts, who
supported the Liberation War during
1971. Towards this end, we have
brought out two pieces onJoan Baez
and George Harrison, for their roles
in collecting fund for the war ravaged
Bangladesh by organising a concert
titled Concert for Bangladesh,' he

Kanta, Dhiyan and Nisho in eye-catching T-shirts

written on the bottom of the illustra-
tion, Swadhinota tumi bondhur
hatey tarar moton joljoley ek ranga
poster -~ can. easily mspin: one to

afva]ianlfmcdomf'ghlersnmdeplmcd
onacreambackground.

Concert for Bangladesh and' The
Peace Quieen are the two T-shirts

i i ed in those designed by Sabyasachi Hajm. These
Iftikhar has used as collage, By this would be seen as more progressive, added. R become more . interest gn .
he has focused on the idea that and even compared to India, our Papu]a;gtaphlc amsiDhruba].Esh times. outline the songs Bangladesh and Song
man needs planning in whatever artists have more freedom. is the designer of one of the T-shirts The T-shirt titled Desher torey dilo.  of. Bqngladesh and portraits ur_George
hedoes. Iftikhar has won seven awards in the exhibition. "Whenever 1'read  jara is an extraordinary. piece. This  HamisonandJjoanBaezrespectively, ©

In one ofhisimages ofhis horse,
the artist has brought in the con-
cept of success, in the upturned
hands of joy seen on top of the
horse. In the other image of the

Searching Space

including one in the 9th Asian Art
Biennale in 1999, and the 1st prize
in painting in "Artists of the World'
in France in 1994. His latest prize
hasbeenfromJapanin2003.

M.S. Subbulakshmi  died recently.
Popularly known as MS, the 88-
year-old' singer had been under
medical supervision at Saint
Isabel's Hospital in the southemn
cityforthe past10days.

: 4 including India's highest civilian
e o o RS
September 16, 1916, Subbulakshmi  9Hindia) and theRamon Magsaysay

learned ' classical music from her
mother and gave her first public
performance reciting bhajans or
Hinduhymnsattheageof13.

AFP, Chennai One of her h:g;;es! hits was the 1
- Venkateswara Suprabhatam' and ™’
Popular Indian dlassical vocalist 01, jilled the proceeds fromits

Popular Indian classical singer
Subbulakshmi dead

sales to the local Tirupati Balaji
temple.

After a brief foray into Tamil
films, she returned to Camatic
music and collected many awards

She was also credited with

Camaticmusicto theWest at

burgh Festival (1963) and at
the United Nations
(1966), besides
winning standing
ovations at concerts
in Singapore,
Malaysia, Hong
Kong, Bangkok and
To

Her last public
performance was
during a millennium
music festival organ-
ised by the Madras
Music Academy on
New Year's eve in
2000.

Bijoy Utshab-2004

It was the day of street dramas on the second day of the Liberation War
Museum's weeklong programme to observe the Victory Day. Natyatirtha,
Shayannika and Theatre Mahala were the three groups that staged their
plays. Written by Abdul Halim Aziz and directed by Tapan Hafiz , Shakun
Shamachar was the play staged by Natyatirtha while KA Tutul's Ekatuurer
Prothom Prohorwas staged by Shayannika. The plays depicted the toils and
travails of the Liberation War. Directed by AB Suja and script of Mannan
Heera, the play Footpathwas the play by Theatre Mahala.
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the poem Swadhinota Tumi by
Shamsur Rahman, I feel the power,
and visualise the greatest time of our
history and thus in my T-shirt I just
illustrate the poem,’ said Dhruba. On
a black background, the lines of the
poem are written in green with an
abstract white hand with blood on its
centre, is an excellent depiction of
the history. Especially the lines

depicts the seven courageous fighters,
known as Bir Sreshtha, onan off- white
background. Designed by Abdul Aziz,
this piece reminds us of the true patri-
ots of the country who fought their
lives for the freedom and now are
relegated toanonymity,

1971 Spirit of Freedom is the piece
by Anisuzzaman Sohel, in which a
beautiful collage of thedifferentscenes

Swadhinota, isthe only piece forthe «
children designed by Najib, Tareque.
The navy blue background captures a
portrait of a Muktijodhha carrying the
flag of Bangladesh and can easily
attractchildren.

Apart from these seven pieces for
the Christmas, two more T-shirts are
on display. The exhibition will go on
till December25.
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