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'URAL FEAST

Delving into the history
of Liberation War

A call for authentic documenitation

AFSAR AHMED

r I VHIRTY-three years have
passed since the Liberation
War of our country. But can

wereallyclaimto have an authentic

history of the most momentous
and precious time of the nation for
the coming generations--the
innumerable stories of the ordi-
nary people all over Bangladesh? It
seems itwill be possible nowas the

Liberation War Museum begins its

weeklong Victory Day celebration

this year with the recital of true
stories depicting the experiences of

'71 collected by school children,

which featured on December 10.

1971 brings back memories of

the trepidation of war, horrors of
brutal torture and the most hei-
nous genocide by the 'Hanadars'.
But at the same time, the memoirs
of '71 bestow the most wonderful
experience for an oppressed peo-
ple--the birth of an independent
nation. The anecdotes of the brave
hearted guerrilla fighters,
Muktijoddhas and people from all
walks of life taking part in the
Liberation War to free the country
have always drawn incessant
inspiration for the Bangalees, But
how. can the post-'71 generation
relate with the same inspiration as
misconceptions and controversies
wreck the true history of our Liber-
ationWar?

The only way to conserve the
real history and to make the new
generation aware of our past is to

Students of Jeel Bangla Chinikal School of Jamalpur performing songs

L-R: Dr Sarwar Ali, Professor Anisuzzaman, Wolfgang Voliman, Syed Shamsul Hague and Rashid Haider at the
programme

involve them into the very process
of restoring our history. Towards
thataimthe LiberationWar Museum
has started a project involving stu-
dents of the secondary schools from
all over the country to revive the
unsung stories of '71. The museum
seeks to establish a network among
the schools for continuing the pro-
ject and collecting the stories. The
young boys and girls have gained
insights through conversations with
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elders well-informed about that
period. The students have subse-
quently written the stories imbued
with the spirit of humanity, peace
and hammony. About 400 works by
students of 42 schools in Jamalpur,
Sherpur and Panchagar have been
submitted through their nominated
schoolteachers to the museum
authonty

December 10 was the Intema-
tional Human Rights Day and the
museum authority has decided to
start the celebration of Victory Day
each year from this day. UNESCO
representative in Bangladesh
Wolfgang Vollman was the chief
guest of the programme, Kazi Ali
Reza read UN Secretary-General Kofi
Anna's message on Intemational
HumanRightsDay,

Sarwar Ali, one of the trustees of
the museum, said, "To educate the
children about the human rights we
have prepared 16 posters by car-
toonist Rafiqun Nabi, depicting the
rights to education, health, food,
housing, marriage, freedom of
speech and others." There is one
more set of six posters drawn by

“Shishir Bhattacharjée delingating

the theme of tolerance,. dialogues
and respect for others. 'These post-

ers will soon be handed over to
various schools of Bangladesh to
educate our children about the fact
of human rights,' Ali added. 'A 20-
minute long documentary made by
Tanvir Mokammel depicting the
history of 1947-'71 is a valuable
addition to the display’, informed
Mofidul Haque, another trustee of
the museum.

The poignant moment of the
evening occurred when Professor
Anisuzzaman, litterateurs Syed
Shamsul Haq and Rashid Haider

recited the extracts from the sto-

ries collected by the school chil-
dren. The recitors as well as the
audience were overcome with
emotion on hearing the tragic
stories of our valiant freedom
fighters, ordinary people, the
sacrifice of our women expressed
in simple language. Some of the
stories are about the heroic free-
dom fighters, some delineate the
brutality of the Pakistani soldiers
and the Razakars while some oth-
ersdescribe the participation ofthe
masses in the war.

The dedication of these young

“children ¥assurés that someday
.the complete history of our Liber-

ation War willbe brought to light.

GOING BACK TO ROOTS

Shwanan celebrates its 19th anniversary

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Onthe occasion ofits 19th anniver-
sary, recitation group Shwanan
arranged a cultural' programme
titled Rabindranath:
Anuragey at the National Museum
auditoriumm on Friday last. The
special feature of the programme
was, the: presentation of the
research. work titled Rabibabur
Gaan Bonam Rabindrasangeet
(Songs of Rabindranath Versus
Rabindrasangeet) by eminent
Indian recitor Partho Ghosh.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by linguist Jamil Chowdhury
who welcomed the effort of
Shwanan to establish the practice

Antarey

of proper pronunciation of Bangla
language and poetry recitation. He
said, 'One of the main targets of our
Liberation War was to build a non-
communal society which can be
done by proper practice of Bangla.'
Professor Anisuzzaman, Jamil
Chowdhury, Partho Ghosh and his
wife Gouri Ghosh were honoured

‘with Uttario by Rupa Chakroborti

and Mustafa Alam of Shwanan.

The programme started with the
recitation of Nabo Anandey Jago by
the artistes of the group. Later Rupa
Chakroborti recited Tagore's
Udbodhon. Kazi Arif and Jayanto
Chattopadhyay presented two
poems Kripon and Ei' To Paye
CholarPoth.

Gouri Ghosh passionately
recited the poem Premer Shona.
Earlier she had said; "We came here
ignoring the barrier of the bound-
aries between the two countries to
celebrate the Victory Day with the
peopleofBangladesh.!

Partho Ghosh alongwith his wife
Gouri conducted the next session
on Tagore songs with interesting
information about how the songs
of Tagore were tuned by different
singers in' the earlier period of
Tagore's life. He started with the
visual representation of Tagore's
photographs, manuscripts and
different other pictures related
with the presentation. Gouri
played the songs that had been

recorded about 80 to 95 years back
by different artistes like Saroda
Sundari, However, Partho added,
'Rabiffidranath Tagore never
approved of the distortion of these
songs by thethen popularsingers.’

Renowned Rabindra Sangeet
artistes Rizwana Chowdhury
Bonya, Mita Haque, Saadi Muham-
mad, Papya Sarwar, Mohiuzzaman
Moina; Laisa Ahmed Lisa and
Tapan Mahmud performed
Tagore's songsin the original tunes
of Rabindranath Tagore.

Although the programme. was
conceptually exceptional, the
presentation failed to satisfy the
audience due to lack of proper
coordination,
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NATIONAL ZAINUL FESTIVAL 2004

Children's art competltlon

On the occasion of Sh]lpacharya
Zainul Abedin's 90th birth anniver-
sary, an art competition for children
was held on December 10 at Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy. Artist
Shafiqul Amin inaugurated the event.
About 1000 child artists from different
educational institutes of the capital
participated, says a pressrelease.

Jahanara Abedin, Director General
of Shilpakala Academy Ahmad Nazir,

. Director General of National Muiseum
Mahmudul Haque, Director of Bengal
Foundation Luva Nahid' Chowdhury
and Director of Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts Subir Chowdhurywere present at
the eventas special guests.

The' art competition was held as
part of the month-long celebration of
the birth anniversary of the legendary
artist of the country. Jointly organised
by Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Bangladesh National Museum'and
Bengal Foundation, the celebration
begins today with exhibitions of
Zainul's artworks simultaneously at
the three galleries.

Child artists participating in the art competition

CHAMBER MUSIC

A talented quintet comes to town

FAYZA HAQ

Members of the Orsolino Quintet, a
German-Austrian woodwind
ensemble, played to a receptive
audience at Osmani Memorial Hall
recently. They spoke to The Daily Star
about the early days of the group.
Marion Reinhard, who played the
bassoon, said, "We met in Berlin in
1996,when we were students of the
philharmonic orchestra in the acad-
emy founded by Herbert Von
Karajan, a well known conductor.'
When asked if they had musicians in
their family, she asserted, 'Not all of
us, For instance, [ didn't. However,
Anne Angerer's family members are
all musicians." To this, Jan Wessely
added that his grandfather played
the French hom.

These talented musicians have, in
a sense, been bomn ta play. Marion
began playing when she was five
years old; Anne began, she said,
when she was six years, and Jochen
Tschabrun 'began the clarinet at the
age of eight. Marion said that she
chose to play the bassoon as she
'liked the instrument and found it
interesting and irresistible.’ Anne
played the piano before, but she also

wanted to play a wind instrument,
and so went in for the oboe, which
she has been playing since the age of
11. 'I enjoy both the piano and the
oboe," she said. Jochen tried brass
and wood instruments. The oboe
appealedto him soheopted forit. He
has nowbeen playing the instrument
for 22 years. Jan has played the hom
for about 20 years now. He chose this
instrument because its sound is
‘warm and sensitive.' To quote Jan,
‘It's an instrument that goes well
with woodwind and brass instru-
ments,’

As children, the five musicians
went to music schools in the after-
noon after the normal schools.
Later on, they concentrated purely
on music. They took pains in the
selection of their pieces, such as
Beethoven/'s Adagio and allegrofora
mechanical clock, Franz Danzi's
Quintent in E op. 68/1I and Lucine
Berio's Opus Number Zoo, the last
containing unusual portions like
Barn Dance, The Fawn, The Gray
MouseandlomCats,

'We chose some of tl;em as Lhcy.
reflect our.countries. We brought in.. |
pieces, such as the wind guintet of |

the famous Hungarian. composer
Gyorgy Ligeti, to reflect some of the
highlights of wind quintets sincethe
16th century. We wanted the audi-
ence to enjoy the full range of our
music. They are reflections of com-
positions over the centuries,' said
Jan. 'We play only classical type of
music althoughwehearother music
too, like jazz and occasionally pop,'
said Marion. The membérs of the
quintet play in different orchestras
as professionals in Germany and in
chamber music in addition, when-
everthey find the time,

Asked about the timeframe for
practice, the musicians explained
that they had played some of the
pieces before, and for this particu-
lar performance they had been
rehearsing for many weeks. The
tour was planned by the Goethe
Institut to places in India such as
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad,
and they hoped to go to Kolkata,
Delhi and then on to Pakistan, to
Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad. It
was in the course of this tour that
they heard live tabla and &itar
music. Theyhad bought some CDs
with Indian and Bangladeshi
music. Jan said, 'We all enjoy
listening to world music and
Indian'musicisa part of it.! Fusion
music appeals to them, especially.
as it appears in'rock and jazz, 'We
have fixed compositions!in tradi-
tional classical'music and can't'go

il (over to such experimentation

ourselves. But we like listening to
fusionmusic,' saidJan.

The Orsolino Quintet was
formed in' Berlin' and the name
'Orsolino' meaning 'little bear' in
Italian was inspired by Berlin's
mascot, the Berlin bear. The musi-
cians, Walter Auer (flute), Anne
Angerer (oboe), Jochen Tschabrun
(clarinet), Jan Wessely (horn) ‘and
Marion Reinhard ( bassoon) were
members of the Berlin Philhar-:
monic Orchestra Academy, and
now hold positions' in' various
leading German orchestras.
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Deathto Smoobhy
OnHBO at11:15pm
Genre: Comedy/ Crime

/ j 10.30

s:m b Hlddanl-l]stwofﬂnm
Nnghl Safar, Joume-ys

Cast: Robin Willlams, Edward Norton,
Catherine Keener

Synopsis: Fired In disgrace, kids show
host' Randolph Smiley finds himself out
on the streef, while his replacement
Sheldon Mopes, finds himself on the fast
track to success with'a new hit show as
the proud purple rhino Smoochy. But
things take a turn for the worst when
Sheldon finds out that some of the
people that he works with, and some he
doesn't know he's working for, are allin
it for the money: Meanwhile, Randolphis
slowly turning Insane with his only
thoughts focusing on killing Smoochy
and getting backto his life of luxury.

BTV
News Hoadlines (Bangla) al B:55
am.12;10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm..
Nm{auwaa-anum 00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.
News (English) al3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm.
| CHANNEL-i
“1' News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 8:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecas! of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at 11:30 pm.
ATN BANGLA
News: (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
Tolecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.
Latest News (Bangla) a1 900 am,10;00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4;00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.
nty
News Headfines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6;15pm. 8:30 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm, 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Banga and
English ) ntiumm
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