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If the number of participants is that
o I antigorermest show-
. Teco antigovernment s
downs.

According to the online
the longest

chain in the world -~ 595-km -- was
formed on August 23, 1989 through

Estonia, Latviaand Lithuaniainwhich

two million le participated in
demand for L

The participants yesterday carried
colourful banners, placards,
headbands and ribbons, mostly
inscribed with the opposition’s nine-
Eli:ntc!mmo!'demandsmds!ngam

, "Down with Khaleda-Nizami
Government”, "Say No to the
Alliance" and "Oust the Government,
Save the Country”. They also chanted
anti-government like "From
Teknaf to Tentulia, No More Khaleda
Zia", :

The programme was observed
mea-
sures that included patrol by helicop-

ters, installation of close circuit cam-
oymentofadditional law

There were no major incidents
ﬂ.oﬂ!enmmﬂwmummept in Bogra
Chittagong. However, at places
the human had double or more
linesandbreaksat many points.

The AL, left 11- alli-
ance, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
and National Awami Party (NAP) had
announced the p simulta-
neauﬂ:_nNouembm' 18 with a com-
monnine-point charter of demands.

Earlier on September 22 this year,
the AL-led opposition parties formed
a50-km 'human chain’ from Gazipur
to Namyanganj and on March 30, the

AL formed a22-kmhuman chain from
Pallabi to English Road in the capital.

Although 's human wall

was ed tobeginat

ﬂt]é:\em. people andlined up

onthe roads, ys and citystreets

much before. University teachers,

- placesbybusesand trucks.
" The pmﬂ;hmme drew much
attention of in different areas,

pedestrians and passengers of buses
and other vehicles on roads and

highways.

The opposition parties brought
out separate small processions during
the programme asking the govern-
menttostep downimmediately.

At the end of the demonstration,

they took out processions shouting

slogans like 'down with Khaleda-

Nizami regime', and many partici-

pamsa]susan&gnuioﬂcsongs

"We, in usands across the

€0 are condemning the govern-
 ment for its failures to deliver and
ferdhdusands: mord are' 'wi it*,

Sardar Helaluddin, a cityunit of

the AL, said at the capital's Shahbagh

intersection. '
Asked about the 's
effctiveriess to force the govemment

to quit, Babul Mian at Kakrail intersec-
tion said, “This is just the of
el Aot nel tho
our pnmm until the

In the capital, tl:;g leaders of the

Intersection
humansea, halﬂngfmﬂin;ﬂ:mﬁmr.
"Participation of people is
‘our expectation and they have §wiy

s iy Btar
Thousands link hands

showed 'no confidence'in the govern-
ment, hram all types of repressive
measures including mass arrests and
attacks at places,” AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalil said at

The
remove

overnment would be
thraughth: tougher
o, to pave ra
pamzln:monpznderan:galmd
mpany caretaker government, he

Leader of the 11-Party combine
Rashed Khan Menon said the govern-
ment has lost public support and it
should quitimmediately

JSD President Hasanul Haq Inu
said, "People formed the human
wall to express their solidarity with the
nine-point charter of demands of the
opposition parties in the mildest,
i vt o "1 cloglan ol

peo-
ple's power will force the government
to step down."

At Amin Bazar under Savar thana,
Asif Mahmud, an acti;;itsdimoi:
Bangladesh Chhatra League,
proud to take part in the historic
demonstration. " This peaceful agita-
tlon will make people aware of the

3 " he added.

In the capital, the human wall
touched Jatrabari intersection,
Sayedabad, Tikatuli, Motijheel,

Noor Hossain tan
intersection, Bijoynagar, Kakrail,
Matshaya Bhaban Sheﬁ-ubagh inter-

section, Elephant Road, Science
Laboratory intersection, Kalabagan,
Russell Square, Asad Gate, Shyamoli,
Kalyanpurand Gabtoli.

Qur staff corg;e}.:-ggndemm[!ﬂ
Chi rts: uman
mudmdmnmgemciw&om Kalur Ghat

int to City Gate and stretched to

itakundu and Mirersharai.
Thousands of opposition supporters
from different parts of the :Ft; and
rural areasjoinedit.

QOur correspondent in Cox's Bazar
reported mma:ﬂcipams in the
programme lined up onroadside from
Teknafcarrying bannersand
The human wall also touched
Bmafzdarhan Whﬂli a number of

0Ls inedit.

dt‘? Conpﬁapcajr‘:mpondcm adds:
Hundreds of people gathered at
dﬁliferem oints ufrrln I?la Dhaka-
ittagong highway from Daudkandi
to moul:ﬁiagmm from noon and
stayed till the end of the demonstra-

tion.
Our Narayanganj correspondent

rts: The human wall on Dhaka-
gl?tagnng highway from Matuail to
Meghnaghat was formed by thou-

sandsofpeople.

The human wall with breaks at

several points touched Matuail,
Shanarpar, Shimrail intersection,
Kanchpur, Madanpur, Langolbandh

mlﬂmlﬁénert: of the om
parties alleged that police o

« their supporters from. joining the

at Sonargaon.

A report from our Nilphamari
correspondent said central AL leader
Asaduzzaman Noor MP leinded the

rogramme in the district, jo by
Emd.ted*s of people carrying banners
and placards with anti-government
slogans.

Our Rangpur correspondent

reports: The programme was
uhsawedpescaﬁlﬁy[n!hedistict.

A large number of opposition
leaders and activists from
and adjoining Lalmonirhat and
districts participated init.
Our Dinajpur correspondent adds:
Thousands of people lined up on the
w&mnlnga nearly 50-km human

Attack at Bogra
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at differentlocations of the port city,

said an eyewitness account.

The opposition leaders strongly

' condemned mcamihlm'?'tl:uldszﬂcel
government responsible. They
still tens of thousands of people
braving all the obstructions joined

s demonstrations to show
no-confidence' in the ruling alli-
ance.

Mmmﬂht:;?ﬁenlwﬁlmgxg

A e (AL), left11-
alliance, Jai Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD) and National Awami Party
_(NAP) called on the people to stand
united the repression of the
BNP-Jamaat led coalition and accel-
erate the movement toits fall.

Our Bg&rn correspondent
reports: BNP cadres and police
yesterday attacked the AL other

mosiuon leaders and workers
le they were prepariniizor

human in Bogra town. More
than 100 people were reported
injuredinthe attacks,

About 1000 supporters of ruling
BNF many brandishing firearms
and bamboo sticks, attacked the

tating gathering in front of the AL
office at Sathmatha at about
3:00pm.

In the face of repeated attacks,

Organising Secretary Abd

tary

Mannan and other leaders were

forced to confine themselves to the

AL office.

Later, the BNP men in groups
paraded through the town and
attacked the opposition followers at
Bnog‘gllz. Fulbari BISIC Point and
Mati

AL leaders Advocate Shamsul
Adedin Sonamia, Advocate Matin,
Sujanur Rahman Sujan, Mohila

League leader Nigar Sultana
were among the injured.

In Sherpur of the district, a num-
ber of people were injured when
police cE.a.rxed baton to disperse a
post humanwall procession.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
adds: Around 30 people were

in Nandi of Bogra on
Natore-Bogra Hi ywhen armed
BNP activists backed by police
attacked them.

Among the injured, condition of
leader Omar Ali was
reported to be critical.

Several groups of armed BNP
activists on motorbikes patrolled
the Natore-Bogra Highway and

blocked several hundred vehicles
mmng opposition workers from
joi the human wall formation.
They barricaded the highway at
Gohail with trees and logs, sald
witnesses.

AL workers from Natore were
badly beaten up by BNP men when
they (AL supporters) tried to defy the
barricadesataround 2.30pm.

Some 12 vehicles with Workers
Party activists returned to Rajshahi
afterbeingblocked by the barricade.
Later in the evening they held a
protestrallyinRa city.

Workers Party Politburo Member
Fazle Hossain Badsha yesterday told
The Daily Star that at Nandigram six
youths wielding firearms asked
them to go back home. The youths
identified themselves as BNP activ-
ists, he added.

"Police too told us to return
home when we complained of the
barricade at Nandigram,” said
Badshaadding that there were many
more who like them could not join
the humanwall.

Rajshahi AL leader HM
Khairuzzaman Liton said they

oined the human wall at

atikumrul in Sirajganj, though
they were originally scheduled to
join it at Bogra. He said barricades
put up by BNP men did not let as
many as 60 vehicles carrying AL
workers enter Bogra.

Reports say opposition workers
were barred from joining the agita-
tion programme at many points in
Naogaonas

Our Gaibandha correspondent
adds: At least 21 activists of AL and
other opposition parties were
injured when the ruling alliance
men swooped on an opposition
procession just before the start of
the human wall at Palashbari
upazila. |

Joint Secretary of Gaibandha
district AL Farhad Abdullah Harun,
General Secretary of Gaibandha
district Jubo League Emarul Islam
Sabin, ing Secretary Rezaul
Karim, Central Chhatra League
leader Hemayet Uddin Himu were
among theinjured,

Besides, police lobbed at least 20
tear gas shells to disperse the pro-
humanwall crowd, said witnesses.

Our staff correspondent from
Chittagong adds: Police snatched
the loudspeaker set up for the oppo-
sition gathering at city's
Bahaddarhatand Bazar.

Contempt hearing
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and independent cPress. it publishes
the news received by it on matters
which are newsworthy and in public
interest, hesaid.

Additional Judge of the H]qh Court
Justice Faisal Mahmud Faizee's father

Faiz filed the contempt

petition onNovemberB.
The ndents -- Publisher of the
o Mahfuz Anam, Editor
rters Elaamul
Milad and
er of Bhorer Kagoj Saber
Chowdhury, Editor. Khan

and Reporter Shamaresh Baidya
m&mdminghmhm
High Court division bench of
Justice Matin and Justice AFM
AbdurRahmanheard the submission.
The two dailies carried the reports

g:ler an inqui t:(octnjxjmlttne of
I.hecemﬂmtemg"mg

Azmalul Hossain, counsel for Faiz,

e of et o8 ot it o
ol court, no
the freedomof press.

On he admitted that
there was
sheetof one ofthe
thatitwas not Faizee's fault. Maybe, the
man who did that forgot to put his
signaturethere, hesaid.

The university's probe report said
there were marks of mbbing in the
tabulation sheet but did not say who
was nsible for it, the counsel

Even Faizee's certificate has
notbeencancelled.”

" "It does not matter whether the
reports are true or false. It will be con-
tempt of court even if it is true and the
guiltwill be moreifitis found false," he
contended.

The way the report was published

counts on to be a contempt of court, it
would not be so if it was presented in
anotherway, hesaid.
In his day-long submission, Dr
Kamal said, "Publication of the report
was in exercise of their fundamental
right to freedom of expression, involv-
ing not only the right but the duty to
freely impart information to the public
on matters which are of legitimate
publicinterestand concem.

"The inll'}?ennaﬁon ooar:lt:liined is in
relation to the eligibility and qualifica-
tions of a particular individual for
appointment to this court and its

tion s not intended to detract
Eumlhe. of the court but rather
to make it le to give due consid-
eration to relevant information which,
had it been disclosed, as it ought to
have been before all concerned, would
have mate affected the process of
appointment,” he said.

Where such facts become available
and known to the press, itis
evident that these should be publishs
s it Aesity ol s Joleiary

ntegrity gty o u oS
awhole,DrKarmit%mw«l

Any individual who may have a
grievance with the publication of a
report relating to his personal conduct
or reputation may proceed in libel. A

it which does not address the
a i tion of ri;caj ;:1 of the
actions of ajudge in his j capac-
ity, hutnnly}the comduct of an d-
ual in his personal capacity; cannot be
contempt pro-

The respondents have committed
no mnmumf court, neither have
mub any baseless or moti-

The report is founded in
fact and based upon the ic docu-
ments and records of Chittagong

Theym that there has been

dﬂ?r t any
?;nhma munurtﬁmhtmeyhnveum
any it distorting
truth, or rrl.ullgnr;%o debasing or tar-
nishing the prestige, dignity and
authorityofthe court, Dr Kamal said.

They have carried out their respon-
sibilities to report an issue of vital
public interest, indeed of profound

tion ofjustice and with maintainingthe
tyand highstandards.

argued that the peti-
tioner's invocation of the c:]l;temp}
jurisdiction is manifestly an abuse o
process fora collateral p insofar
as it concems acts committed by an
individual in his private capacity
befnmhisappninmm::sallwud@
doesnotinanywayrelate to the actions
of any judge performing his or her
judicial ons.

"The law does not recognize any
such concept as "collective’ contempt
of court," Kamal saidin his submission.

The report is not about an addi-
tionaljudge of High Court ghis
performance of judicial functions,

rather about the activities and findings
of a three- member committee formed
1o inquire 'mlnal.ll.'ﬁd' ties in
eaminations for inter alia the LLB
degree, he said.

It refers to findings conceming
certain persons who were private
individuals and students of CU and one
of whom uently was appointed
anadditional j

"The terms Prothom Alo used were
not its own invention, rather the terms
the CU authorities, inquiry committee
and the Syndicate used. The report

government inquired
before Faizee's appointment, it might
have had the information that journal-
ists revealed, and the appointment
nﬁqlnnmhavemkenplaoe,“ said.
twill not be contempt of court as
the reportpublished a pastincidentofa

appointed judge.
mmg?no comment in itabout the

court, judicial function, the Supreme
Court, or other judges. It is written on
only one judge but there is even not a
word there about his seven-dayjudicial
functionasjudge,” he said.

"It is clear that the contents (of the
reports) are true as the has not
turned up in his office since publi-
cation,” Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahm

s By s el
Its as no -

i befound directed

the house ofjustice," hesaid.

"There is no definition of contempt
of court in either the constitution or
the law: But there is law on freedom of
press,” hesaid.

fl EWSpﬂﬁrS have duties to pub-
lishallnews tareoipuhl!cmncgm.‘
Rokanobserved.
Hearing on the matter resumes
thismorning.
Advocate Mahbub-e Alam was
t in court for Saber Hossain
howdhury, while Barrister Sara
Hossain and Barrister Tanjib-ul Alam
assisted DrKamal.

in the abulationt
ectsbutclaimed |

NE

-

Judiciary Separation

FROM PAGE 1

prompted them to hold the meeting.
Khan also read out the letter before
court.

The court asked him to read out
different government files on sepa-
ration of the judiciary and then
came down heavily on the govern-
ment.

"We never wanted any confron-
tation. A year ago a case on con-
tempt of court was filed over separa-
tion of the jlfrd.lciary. This is still
pending. But if a quarter wants to
divert the separation to other direc-
tions, court as the guardian will see
toit," the courtnoted. .

The court repeatedly wanted to
know who had authorised these
nine officials to change the court
directives. Referring to the minutes
of the official meeting on November
1, it asked, "How could you interpret
that the magistrates are not part of
the judiciary?”

The court belongs to the country
‘and so does the government. But,
because of the unwarranted inter-
ference of bureaucrats, the separa-
tion of judiciary is being delayed.
The court has been sincere all
through and will see the end of this
matter, thejudges said.

TH Khan submitted that the
separationisamatter of process that
isin progress. Thisis not mere math-
ematical calculations that could
instantly be completed. "We are
progressingstepbystep..."

The court retorted that if prog-
ress was being made step by step, it
would have been finished by now:
But the progress resembles the
fabled climbing up the slippery
bamboo pole.

It added the government has
formed the Judicial Service
Commission, but it has not yet
formed the Judicial Pay
Commission, neither has it
amended the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) tomake iteffective,

The counsel tendered unquali-
fied apology to court on behalf of his
clients who are seven officials of the
ministries of finance and establish-
ment. He argued that his clients are
small fries.

The court said it needs to be

made certain about who are small
fries and who are not. Apology s not
the remedy. "How dare they distort
the Supreme Court judgement and
orders on separation of the judi-
ciary,” thecourtasked in disgust.

Two law ministry officials of the
nine were represented by Advocate
Khandker Mahbubuddin Ahmed.
The counsel said his clients had
given their note of dissent against
the November 1 decisions.

The court pointed out that their
very presence at such ameetingisan
offence.

Attorney General AF Hassan Ariff
told court that they had sent two
amended drafts on separation of the
judiciary to parliament and the
president. The letter from Prime
Minister's Office created misunder-
standingamongthe nine officials.

Dr Kamal Hossain and Barrister
Amir-Ul Islam were present at court
to argue for separation of the judi-
ciary.

The officials who appeared
before court are Lokman Hakim,
joint secretary, Badrul Alam
Tarafdar, joint secretary,
Mohammad Abdur Rab Hawladar,
joint secretary, Mohamad Abul
Kalam Azad Chakladar, deputy
secretary and Khalilur Rahman,
senlor assistant secretary of the
establishment ministry; Shafiqul
Islam Talukdar, deputy secretary,
and Mohammad Harunur Rashid,
senior assistant secretary of the law
ministry; Mohammad Fazlul Haque,
deputy secretary of the cabinet
division, and AKM Motaleb Hossain,
deputy secretary of the finance
ministry.

Hearing of the matter resumes at
9:00am today.

The Supreme Court on
November 29in aruleasked the nine
government officials to explain why
contempt proceedings should not
be drawn against them for distorting
its directives on separation of the
judiciary. The hearing of the pro-
ceeding was scheduled for yester-

day.

Sundarbans to Sunamgan;

FROM PAGE 1
no-confidence in the ruling coali-
tion.

"By participating in the Teknaf to
Tentulia human wall, the people
have given the verdict that they want
an end of the BNP-Jamaat-led
regime,” Hasinasaldinastatement.

Afterajoint meetingatAL central
office in Bangabandhu Avénue, ALE
General Secretary Abdul Jalil
announced the opposition parties'
decision to form another human
wall from the Sundarbans to
Sunar jon December 30.

In addition, the opposition
parties will stage countrywide
demonstrations tomorrow to pro-
test attacks on opposition support-
ers and the obstructions that were
created at different places of the
human wall route and adjacent

areas yesterday, Jalil said.

They will also hold rallies and
bring out processions from all the
Shaheed Minars across the country
onDecember 22, said the ALleader.

"Yesterday's showdown was the
beginning of united efforts of oppo-
sition parties and we will move

togeth il the end of present
g, e oo e

Meanwhile, Bogra District
Awamli League President
Momtajuddin at a press briefing
announced a dawn-to-dusk hartal
in the district on December 13
protesting the attack by ruling party
cadres on the peaceful human wall
yesterday.

Leaders of Al, left-leaning 11-
party alliance, Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal and National Awami Party
attended the meeting.

Battered in Dubai

FROM PAGE 12

under Sonargaon upzila of
Narayanganj, was forced to work 22
hours a day for a 16-member family
in Dubai. The family members
poured boiling water on her and
pressed hot iron against her which
caused blisters on her right hand
andleftleg.

The family for whom Jamila
worked for one and a half years sent
her back to Dhaka when she was no
longeruseful to them.

On her arrival at Zia
International Airport (ZIA) on
Friday, World Human Rights Day,
shewas robbed onherwayhome.

She landed at the ZIA at
aboutl1:30am and sought help from
the locals in the airport to find her a
way to go to herhome in Sonargaon.

“I tried to rent a car from the
airport but could not afford it as the
fare was high," Jamila told The Daily
Starlastevening.

Three people noticed that she

was helpless and offered to take her
to her village pretending they were
goinginthatdirection, she said.

The gang of three took a bus to
Gulistan and one of them sat by her.
“Ldon’t know how, but afterawhilel
became unconscious and they took
away all my belongings leaving me
inthebus," sheadded.

This included Tk 6,000 in local
currency that she had changed in
the airport, some UAE currency, a
small bag with clothes and her
passport.

Some local people at Gulistan
found her unconscious in the bus
and admitted her to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) on Friday
evening.

After 24 hours, doctors at the
DMCH managed to bring her out of
unconciousness. "She is improving
now and needs good care to recover
which will take couple of more
days," said the on-duty nurse at the
DMCH.

3,000 Bangladeshis
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received in Dhaka said.

The embassy issued the travel
passes on the directive of the
Bangladesh government so that the
Bangladeshi workers did not face
anydifficulties in returning home.

Approximately the 'same num-
ber' of Bangladeshis came back
home from Malaysia without seek-
ing travel passes from the embassy,
sources in the Ministry of Expatriate
g(lifare and Overseas Employment

Kuala Lumpur had earlier
declared a general amnesty to over
one million illegal foreign workers
and asked them to leave the country
by November 15.

The Malaysian authorities said
they would not seek any explana-
tions from, or impose any penalties
upon, illegal workers if they left the
countrywithin the deadline.

Later, the deadline was extended
till December 15.

Dhaka wants the early retum of
the Bangladeshi workers staying in
Malaysia illegally so that fresh
recruitment can start under an
agreement with Kuala Lumpur in
October last year, sources in the
ministry told The Daily Star.

Malaysia is yet to start fresh
recruitment of manpower from

Bangladesh or any other countries
with which it signed the agreement.
It will start the process after deport-
ing all illegal workers, they pointed
out.

"We m«: the Malaysian labour
market will be open to Bangladeshi
workers from the beginning of next
year," onesource said.

The expatriate welfare ministry
however said some autonomous
states in Malaysia continued to
recruitofworkers from Bangladesh.

This month 30 workers got per-
mission to work in a state in
Malaysia that enjoys some sort of
autonomy. The ministry received
demands for another 580 workers
recentlyand found to be genuine.

Around 1.13 lakh Bangladeshis
are now working in Malaysia with
valid documents. Job tenure of the
workers has been extended to
September 2007.

When contacted, State Minister
for Expartriate Welfare Mohammad
Quamrul Islam admitted that the
illegal workers from Malaysia have
refurned.

He said illegal workers should

come back home to create scope for
legal workers. Moreover, theworkers
who have returned would still have a
chance of returning to Malaysia if

theiremployers requested.

BNP leader dies
in outlaw
bombs

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A ruling BNP leader was killed and
10 others injured in Jhenidah on
Friday night when outlaws hurled
bombsatthem.

Safi Uddin alias Dhapu, member
of Madhuhati Union Parishad (UP)
and vice-president of Madhuhati
union BNP, was standing in front of
his shop at Charcol Bazar in sadar
upazilawhen a gang of up to 10 men
threw two powerful bo! atabout
9:30pm, said witnesses. ;

Safi died on the spot while those
standing around him, sustained
shrapnel wounds. Of the injured,
Abdul Khaleq, 22, Moidul Islam, 36,
Khairul, 32 and Mohammed, 24,
were admitted to Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital.

The outlaws exploded at least

four more bombs to make their
escape,
In Chuadanga, Rab arrested Jubo
Dal leader Sahid Hossain alias
Laddu, 35, and Workers leader
Farid Uddin alias Shyamol Sarkar
and party activist Siddique Ali from
ahouse in Ibrahimpur Guchhogram
in Damurhuda upazila. The Rab
men recovered one rifle, one shutter
gun and 18 rounds of ammunition
fromtheir possession.

Police said after a tip-off a Rab
team raided the house at about
10:00pm. Jubo Dal leader Laddu
stands accused in four cases includ-
ing one for murder while Farid is
said to have been involved with
Janajuddho faction of outlawed
Purbo Banglar Communist Party.

The three were still under Rab
interrogation till filing this report at
6:00pm yesterday.

AUG 21 GRENADE ATTACK
Murder case
suspect
remanded

CouRT CORRESPONDENT

A murder case suspect was shown
arrested in the August 21 grenade
attack on Thursday and remanded
for five days yesterday:

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) on Thursday
submitted a petition for showing
Akash Sarker (Jiten) of
Pachchimpurpara, Munshiganj,
arrested in the grenade attack case
and seeking a seven-day remand for
interrogation.

(e D ORI s
in the Loz il g ‘his
arrest in a murder case last
Navember, was produced before the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhakaat3:00pm yesterday.

In the remand prayer, muﬁ;
tionofficer (10) claimed Akash and
accomplices hurled grenades on the
Awami League rally that left 20 people
killed and over 200 injured. He needs
to be questioned to find out evidence
to the incident and whereabouts of his
accomplices, thelOsaid.

The defence lawyers prayed for
his bail, ng that their client was
falsely implicated inthe case.

Hearing both sides, Metropolitan
Magistrate Abdur Rouf Khan rejected
the bail petition.

Earlier, nine people -- Saibal Saha
Partha, Abdur Rahman, Habib alias
Hannan, Badsha Miah, Tusher, Zahir,
Abdur Rahim, Walin and Ata -- were
shown arrested in the casefiled by the
police on August 22,

Road crashes
kill six

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Six people were killed and 24 others
injured in road accidents in Bogra,
Comillaand Satkhirayesterday.

Our Bogra correspondent
reported thata truck-bus collision at
Matidali crossing on the outskirts of
the district town left four people
killed and 20 injured.

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred when a
Thakurgaon bound night coach from
Dhaka crashed into a Dhaka bound
timber-laden truckatabout4:00am.

One of the dead was identified as
Ranjit Kumar, 35, of Ranisonkail
Upazila in Thakurgaon district. As
of 3:00pm, the identity of the rest
could not be known. Police sent the
bodies to Bogra Mohammad Ali
Hospital for autopsy.

The injured are undergoing
treatment at the same hospital. A
case was filed with Bogra Sadar
Police Station.

In Comilla, a schoolteacher was
crushed under the wheels of a bus
on the Comilla-Feni highway at
Roghupur in Sadar upazila, accord-
ingto the UNB.

The victim was Identified as Bijoy
Kumar Saha, 35, a teacher of
Roghupur High School.

Police and witnesses said Bijoy
was run over by a Comilla-bound
bus from Feni while crossing the
road atabout11:30am.

Protesting the death of their
teacher, students of the school set
the bus on fire and blocked the
trafficon the highway for two hours.

Our Satkhira correspondent
adds: One person was killed and
four others were injured, two of
them seriously, when a sand-laden
truck knocked down a cyclist and a
rickshaw van near a petrol pump at
Palashpole in the town at about
9:00am.

The dead was identified as Abul
Bashar, 40, son of Abu Bakhar of
village Rasulpurunder Sadarupazila.

The injured, identified as Abdul
Gafur, 60, Yunus Ali, 35, Sujan 22 and
Biswajit, 13, were admitted to
Satkhira Sadar Hospital.
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Tigers toil as Sachin

FROM PAGE 1
six hours, must be grateful to the
butter-fingered Bangladesh fielders
wholethimoff three times.

The first hour was totally domi-
nated by the home side with
Mashrafee- Bin-Mortuza making a
glorious return to Test cricket after
oneyear frominjury.

The 20-year-old fast bowler made
a dream start removing Rahul Dravid
with a gem of an in-swinger after his
new ball partner Tapash Baisya had
trapped danger man Virender
Sehwaglbwfor13.

India's 'Mr. dependable’ Dravid
was yet to open his account when he
decided to let go a delivery by
Mashrafee which came back and sent
his off-stump cart-wheeling.

Tendulkar came to the wicket with
Team India struggling at 24-2. He got
his first life with his account yet to
open when Mohammad Ashraful,
standing at backward 5hnn—!etﬁj
failed to hold on to a mistimed p
off the bowling of Mashrafee.
Tendulkar, struggling to get back to
form, did not even attempt another
pull shot before he was well past the
100-mark.

Dubbed 'Narail Express’,
Mashrafee was unlucky again when
Habibul Bashar floored Tendulkar's
edgeon 27 atfirstslip.

Tendulkar was also responsible
for the run out of opener Gautam
Gambhir who made a chanceless 35
with half a dozen fours, The 31-year-
old from Mumbai offered the easiest
chance of the day shortly before
lunch when a Mohammed Rafique
delivery caught himoff guard and the
ball looped up into the air off his
gloves but an over excited Rajin Saleh
lost the ball from his palms at silly
point.

Tendulkar did not look back and
swung the match India's way with an
authoritative 169-run partnership
with skipper Sourav Ganguly for the
fourth wicket.

Ganguly -- who scored five from
29 balls before the break -- and
Tendulkar furned the tide when they
rattled 130 runs in the second ses-
sion.

Tendulkar got back his composer
after lunch and looked like the bats-
man he is, racing from 79 to 96 with
four magnificent boundaries before
picking up ones and twos to com-
pletetﬂscennua;:&hasinglem mid-
on off Tapash. His record-emula
hundred came in 166 balls, studd
with 15 fours,

The Indian captain on the other
hand, made most of a life on 14 to
score an entertaining 71 off 123 balls
before being dismissed justbeforetea,
leavinghis side on232-4 atthe breal.

Dropped by Manzarul Islam at
slip off Rafique, Ganguly occasionally
stepped out to punish the left-arm
spinners and the  southpaw
cracked 13 boundaries in his 155-
minute long essay.

Venkat Laxman got off to a fluent
start but after hitting six fours ina 39-
ball 32, he was adju Ibw when
Rafique's armer him on the
back pad.

ersloppy fielding displayin the

mo e Tigers' catching got

better as they removed Dinesh

and Irfan Pathan in quick

succession to bring Anil Kumble to
thewicket.

The umpires offered light to the
batsmen immediately and they

happilyagreed toleave the ground.

Nod to Tk 1,429cr

FROM PAGE 1
million for and $31.83 mil-
lionfor water d; pment.

As per directive of ADB, the
government designed a single
project for flood rehabilitation and
accordingly put the five compo-
nentsunderthescheme.

The government will soon sign
an agreement with the ADB for fast
implementationof the proj -

Out of the ADB's fund, $125
million isbeing pumped in as'emer-
gency assistance loan', The rest will
be diverted from other existing ADB
projectsin Bangladesh.

The Ecnec meeting also
approved 11 other projects worth Tk
2764 crore,

US soldier jailed

FROM PAGE 12
army said.

Security officials and civil ser-
vants have become prime targets for
insurgents opposed to the US mili-
tary occupation and to Iraqis work-
ing for the US-backed authorities.

Colonel Mohammed Abed said
from his hospital bed that a fellow
police colonel and another officer
were killed in the ambush which left
Abedand two otherswounded.

"They blocked our way, shot us
and took our cars,” he said of the
attack in Ash Shargat, 110 km (70
miles) north of Tikrit.

A police source said gunmen in
the south of Baghdad shot dead a
police brigadier and a colonel, both
of whom worked at the Interior
Ministry. No further details were
available.

A woman who survived the
attack on the Education Ministry
bussaid in hospital: "We were on our
way to work. We go the same way
every day ... We don't know where
the shooting came from." Two men
and twowomen were wounded.

The yellow, unmarked city bus
was riddled with bullet holes in the
front and sides. Pools of blood lay
inside.

JAILED FORTORTURE

The convicted US soldier, who was
also reduced in rank to private, will
forfeit all pay and has been dishon-
orably discharged from the military,
the military said inastatement.

The convictions stem from an
incident on August 18 when Horne's
unit came across a suspicious vehi-
clelate at nightin the poor Sadr City
districtof Baghdad.

US military officials have
described the ineident as a "mercy
killing” after US soldiers opened fire
onagarbage truck they suspected of
beingus guerrilla bombers.

US forces clashed repeatedly in
August with militidmen loyal to
cleric Moqtagla al-Sadr. The sprawl-
ing Shia slum of Sadr City was a focal
pointofan uprising by Sadr followers.

Pay body
FROM PAGE 12

ress, the commission clarified that
t had been working round the clock
to prepare its report on the pay
structure and to submit it to the
governmentinduetime,

The commission n:ﬂmsed its
dismay over the publication of
different misleading newsin various
dailies saying, all such reports were
baseless.

It termed the publication of such
reports a mischievous move of the
vested quarters to fish in troubled
water and categorically denied any
connectionwiththe newsitems.

The commission considers that
publication of such news has cre-
ated concern and misunderstand-
ing among government officers and
employees and tarnished its image
and thatof the government.

Drafts of 2 vital Saarc

FROM PAGE 12

gave shape to the Agreement on
Murtual Administrative Assistance in
Customs Matters simultaneously in
New Delhi, inwhich NBR Additional
Commissioner Saiful Islam repre-
sented Dhaka.

The 13th Summit of South Asian
Association of Regional Co-
operation (Saarc) on January 9-11,
2005 in Dhaka are expected to adopt
the ments, which are likely to
be putinto effect from January 2006.

The member countries will
review the treaties from time to time
and make necessary amendments.

"The accord to avoid double
taxation will also let exchange
teachers, researchers, scholars and
students enjoy tax exemption for the
first two years, And the customs co-
operation will reduce tax evasion by
importers through false declara-
tions and under-valuation,” said
NBR Chairman Khaeruzzaman

He Llﬂurll-lvs, "The agreements will
help boost intra-regional trade and
investmentsignificantly."

rts said the new treaties
would make new ways for intra-
Saarcexchange of tax policies.

Sources said during the drafting
process a proposal was raised to
allow visa-free regional movement
for officials involved with the e-
ments. But no decision has been
taken on this matter, they added,
noting this is something that has to
{:le d'anlssed and decided atahigher
evel.

CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION

Under the customs co-operation
system, the seven South Asian
nations will exchange specific infor-
mation on imports and pieces of
evidence to cross check information
handed in by importers.

"If customs officials of a member
country suspect under-invoicing or
other frauds, they will seek co-
operation from the customs office of
the source country. The source
country may;, if necessary, provide

them with evidence," explained an
NBRsource.

However a proposal to provide
for joint customs investigations was
dropped from the co-operation
system considering its political
sensitivity, the source said.
NODOUBLETAXATION
“The existing bilateral double taxa-
tion avoidance deals usually cover
30 to 35 sectors on the basis of rela-
tionships between the countries
concemed. But the proposed multi-
lateral treaty will have a narrower
coverage. The beneficiaries of the
deal will enjoy tax exemption in the
other Saarc countries if they payitin
any one of them," an NBR source
explained.

Businessmen and investors will
be the major segment of direct
beneficiaries of the taxation deal.

it however will penalise any
citizen of a Saarc nation who avoids
tax payment in another Saarc coun-
try and leaves, His due tax will be
collected from his home country
and sent to the source nation.

The treaty is aimed art strength-
ening the trade and economic ties
among the Saarc members giving
impetus to intra-regional trade for
mutual benefits, the NBR source
said.

Intra-regional trade in Saagc is
only 3 percent of their total interna-
tional trade, which is 25 percent in
the Association of South East Asian
Nations (Asean) and over 50 percent
inthe European Union.

The Saarc Summit is expected to
s5ign two more agreements -- one on
'promotion and protection of
investments’ and the other on
'establishing a Saarc arbitration
counciland Sadrcarbitration rules',

The South Asian countries will
enter a free trade regime from
January 1, 2006 under the South
Asian Free Trade Area (Safta). They
are currently slﬂng trade facilita-
tion deals to make a smooth transi-
tioninto the free- trade gear, sources
said.
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