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,A two-day
exhibition by
promising
y oung
photographer
Jamil Khanwill
begin at Pan
Pacific
Sonargaon
Divine Art
Gallery from today. The exhibition
willbeopentoallfrom10amtoSpm,
says a press release, Jamil, still in his
teens, started professional
photography, taking snaps of
amazing landscapes and water
bodies of Australia along with 21
other students of Singapore
American School. He traveled to
Japan and Malaysia and took
photographs of the temples, Mount
Fuji, Japanese Spa and
architectures, and islands, beaches,
cavesand riversin Malaysia.

CHOBI MELA I1I

Stories of refugees, machine
guns and tradition

HARUN UR RASHID

HE British Council is

hosting three exhibitions of

the ongoing Chobi Mela III,
displaying photographs of Peter
Fryer and Hilary Knox from the UK
and Then Chih Wey from
Singapore. Peter Fryer presents 42
photographs underthe title The 4th
Generation, focusing on the
Palestinian refugees in' Lebanon
and Palestine. Hilary Knox's The
World's Largest Machine Gitn Shoot
depicts the display of weapons at
the Knob Creek Gun Range in
Kentucky. Wey's eight pictures
capture the struggling tradition of

The World's Largest Machine Gun Shoot, Hilary Knox

lifestylein Masouleh, Iran,

Peter Fryer focuses on the every-
day resistance of the Palestinians
against the horrors of occupation
of and exclusion from their homes
and homeland. The Palestinian
refugees have been living in the
camps of Lebanon, Palestine and
the 'unrecognised villages' in the
Galilee and the Nagob Desert since
the tragedy of 1948 when the Pales-
tinians were forced ot from their
country. Today there are over 3.4
million Palestinian refugees across
the Middle East including the

overcrowded camps along the

borders of Jordan, Syria and Leba-
non, informsFryer.

Fryer's photogtaphs, all.black-
and-white, depicts these people
now in'the 4th generation. Born in
Lebanon they are still classed as
‘foreigners' with minimum politi-
cal and civil rights. 'Often the
children of the camps remember
Palestine through the memories
and dreams of their grandparents,
although this older generation is
fastdisappearing,'says Fryer.

Hilary Knox's display .presents
some interesting aspects of the
three-day weapon display held

twice 'a year in Bullitt County of

Kenmcky. Photos showawidearray

. of weapons and ammunitions

including AK 47, M 16, Uz, assault
rifle, flame-thrower, canon and
napalm displayed at the event.
Fruit juice jars filled with bullet
shells, enthusiastic people firing
Totenkopf guns, stickers depicting
strong emotions against terrorists
and postérs of Osama Bin Laden,
depicted as a target for shootout
practice, come as the subjects of
Knox's pictures, A photograph
shows a stall that provides flame-

throwers and napalmrental.

Then Chih Wey captures the
fading lifestyle traditions of the
people of Masouleh in Iran. One of
its attractions is the village archi-
tecture. A place with tourism fea-
tures, Masouleh's age-old' tradi-
tions are, however, constantly
threatened by the influences of the
tourists. "Whether this beautiful
little mountain village can survive
in the new millennia remains to be
seen,’ commentsWey,

Theexhibitions end today.
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BTV
News Headlinas (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. T:00 pm.
News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.
News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lata Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm,
i) . CHANMNEL~i
]b! News (Bangla) al 7:45 am. 8:00am,
| T:A5pm, 8:00pm, 10:30,12:15 am,
| Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.
ATH BANGLA
News (Bangla), at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm, 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
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pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English). at11:30 pm.

Latast News (Bangla) at 8:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
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News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15pm. 9:30pm.
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"] News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
1 pm.7:30pm.10:30 pm,

;’w Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
| English) at11:30pm.

| TARA BANGLA

] NewsHeadines(Bangla) t 5:30 pm. 730
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pm. )

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at9:30
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A Japanese tourist draws detalls of
the inside of atemple, one of nearly
thirty Buddhist temples, in Luang
Prabang, Laos. Luang Prabang,
added to the list of World Heritage
Sites in' 1995 by UNESCO, has
bacome the premier tourist attrac-
fion with an estimated 60-70,000
tourists, four times the resident
population.

Women and Poetry
Celebrating the birth anniversary of

NOVERA DEEPITA

Despite women's contribution in
every sphere, their role has not been
fully recognised. This includes the
arena of poetry. Even today many of
their creative pieces are not in a
published form.

To generate awareness about this

" | isstie, Women forWomen, a research

and study group, organised a semi-
nar on Women and Poetry at the
Centre for Advanced Research in the
Humanities of Dhaka University
Wednesdaylast.

' The programme marked the birth
anniversary of the pioneer of estab-
lishing education system for the
Bangalee Muslim women, Begum
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein.

The seminar included two discus-
sion sessions followed by rendition
offolksongs and recitation by promi-
nent and promising women poets of
the country.

. Speaking on the topic Whether
women have recagnition for their
contribution in poetry, Professor
Niaz Zaman of the Department of
English, said, 'Although Rokeya is
better known as a writer of powerful
prose, both fiction and non-fiction,

Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein

she also wrote poetry.! She also
announced that Women for Women
hopes to publish an anthology of
poetry and folk songs by the women
poets of Bangladesh which will
include poets ofall imes.

Niloufer Begum, a poet and a
former Joint Secretary, noted,

'Though it is a common idea that

women are not generally associated
with' poetry, this is incorrect. Every
child grows up hearing songs, stories
and rhymes told by their motherand
grandmother. These oral stories have
been handed down through different
generations ofwomen.'

Quoting from one of Rokeya's
poems, Hosne Ara Kamal of the
Institute of Social Welfare, ques-
tioned the audience on the length of
timewomen would take to rectify the
harmdonebymenonearth’

The students of the Women's
Studies Department at the Dhaka
University presented the findings of
a research paper that portrayed the
creativity of women who' came up
with hundreds of songs and folktales
in oral forms, The presentation was
unique as several students per-
formed marriage songs that are
passed on by women through the

ages, during the session. Though
most of these songs celebrate wed-
dings, italso carried the feeling of the
discrimination against women and
by the reality of multiple marriages.
Through these folk songs that they
collected from different times, from
their grandmothers to the’ slum
dweller women, they pointed otit
that women voiced their own sor-
T0WS, commenting on their own lives
and of Bangalee women in general.

Veteran woman activist and poet
Taiubun Nahar Rashid, better known
as TN Rashid, shared herexperiences
aswell asthememoriesof the Libera-
tion War. Economist Khaleda
Salahuddin presided over the second
session while poets Hosne Ara
Kamal, Begum Razia Hossein, Kazi
Rozy, Lilly Haque and
Shamsuzzaman Noor recited poems
and spoke about their experiences in
writing and publishing poetry. This
session was followed by a recitation
from poetry by Begum Rokeya,
Begum Sufia Kamal' and Mumtaz
Wadud.

CHILDREN DRAMA FESTIVAL

Generating awareness of child rights

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT'

A children's drama festival was held
recently at the Rabindra Sharabor
stage, beside Dhanmondi lake. The
festival was organised by Ichchey

_ Children's Media Centre and spon-

sored by Save the Children Sweden-
Denmark. With the slogan 'No more
discrimination, all children are
equal’, the event was the first of its
kind in the country. About 17 chil-
dren's group from Dhaka and other
parts of the country, including a
children's group from Nepal and
Butterflies from India. performed
popular music and dance at the
festival.

The festival was aimed at depjct-
ing the discrimination between

children from all walks of life,
Besides this, the function aimed to
generate awareness on how.children
are using cultural events to achieve
theirrights.

The festival was organised with
children from all spheres of our soci-
ety. The organisations that partici-
pated in the festival were Bangladesh
National Women Law Association
(BNWLA), Underprivileged Children
Education Programme (UCEP),
Centre for Services and Information
on Disability (CSID), Association for
Community Development) (ACD),
Community Participation and Devel-
opment Thinukmala (CPD), Incidin
Bangladesh, Nari Mayitri, Child
Brigade, Society for Underprivileged

Families (Suf), Socio-Economic
Enhancement Programme (Sip),
Development Initiative for Social
Advancement (Disa) and Paribartan
Theatre.

~ The subsequent two' days of the
festival featured plays, dances, songs,
recitation, comic-skits and many
more items by the children. Most of
the performers, who also come from
theunderprivileged and marginalised
sections ofthe society, developed the
productions themselves based on
the experiences from their own lives,
Asif Munir, the Programme Manager -

" Advocacy and Communication of

Save the Children, believes that L the.
function revealed the munensa
potential of the children.

Shajaler Ma
On Channellat 7:50pm

Drama Serial

Cast: Momotazuddin Ahmed, Urmi, KS Firoz
Script: Momotazuddin Ahmed, Director: Hassan

Ocean's Eleven
OnHBOat9:30pm
Genre: Comedy/Thriller/Crime

Cast: George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, JuliaRoberIs

Director: Steven Soderbergh
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