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Pay commission may

report in mid-Jan

Salary structure not yet decided

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National' Pay Commission is
currently considering five different
models of government employees'
salary structure and is likely to
present its recommendations to the
governmentin mid-January.

Upon: receiving the commis-
sion's report; the finance ministry
willform a committeeto scrutinise it
and supervise its speedy implemen-
tation, sotirces atthe ministry said.

"But, whensoever the govern-
ment annolnces the new pay stouc-
ture, it will be effective rm:rospec-
tively from January 1, 2005," said a
finance ministry official. '

The commission members in a
meeting yeslerday discussed a
rough draft of its report that has not
yet proposed any salary structure,
commission sources said, The
members were asked for their opin-
ions on the draft.

The meeting decided to com-

plete report drafting within this

month' accommodating the mem-
bers' opinions, and the commission
will outline a pay structure in early

January. In case of adelay due toany -

unforeseen reason, the commission
will finish its task by early February,
the sourcessaid.

Talking to The Daily Star yester-

‘day, a pay commission member

categorically dismissed some
reports riuninsomedailies thatapay
structure has been proposed. "We
have not outlined any salary struc-
ture, We could not even finish our
draftreportyet,"hesaid.

Earlier this week, some newspa-
pers reported that the commission
has recommended Tk 27,000 as the
highest monthly salary, which is Tk
15,000 atpresent.

The Daily-Star also has received a
leaflet claiming to have been signed
by the commission's member secre-
tary, Khandker Rashedul Hag, and
requesting the media to publish its
content. The leaflet shows the high-
est proposed pay in Grade 1 as Tk

24,000.and the lowest in Grade 20 as
Tk 3,000.

Government employees are paid
in20differentsalary grades.

When contacted Rashedul Haq
denied outlining such a salary struc-
ture, "Thisisa report commissioned
by those who had printed it in the
newspapers,” he quipped.

Sources said the finance ministry
earlier had told the pay commission
toformulate a salary structure thatis
affordableforthe government.

In deciding an affordable salary
structure, the commissionislooking
into a range of factors, particularly
the growth of revenue collection,
possibilities of increased revenue
growth through sealing off collec-
tion leakage, inflation and ability of
the government.

Italsois considering whatshould
be the salaries if the employees paid
their own taxes instead of the gov-
emment paying for them.

The commissionmay suggestthe
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YOUHAVENT SEEN ME BAT, HAVE YOU? Bangladesh pace tearaway Mashrafee

bin-Mortuza, right, has a friendly chat with India's pace sensation Irfan Pathan
during practice at Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday ahead of the first

Teststarting today.

World HR
Day today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country observesWorld Human
Rights Day today amidst a wave of
concern over deaths in 'crossfire'
with law enforcers, and absence ofa
human rights commission even 33
yearsintoindependence.

The government appears
unmoved by rights bodies' demands
to: stop law enforcers from killing
people in the name of 'crossfire' that

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Jubo League
man diesin
Rab 'crossfire'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Niganj

A convicted Jubo League leader died
in 'crossfire! between Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) and his associates at
Shiddhirganj in Narayanganj in the
wee hours yesterday.

Abu Jafar Khan (Ragkata Jafar),
member of the Jubo League central
comimittee and also a top cadre of
the Shamim Osman group in
Narayanganj, died at Kadamtali
Balurmath (south) receiving bullets
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Scientists working on 'zinc supple-
ment' for treatment of diarrhoea
yesterday announced it can save the
lives of 30,000 to 75,000 under-five
children a year in Bangladesh both
asa treatment for diarrhoeal illness
and by preventing future infectious
diseases.

Zinc treatment not only reduces
the duration of diarthoea but also
prevents its recurrence and
strengthens the immune system,
theysaid,

On a global scale, zinc treatment
could effectively prevent diarrhoeal
diseases, saving the lives of some
400,000 children under five a year,
thescientiststhought.

Disclosing, the findings of their
researchatapress briefingin Dhaka,
the scientists said zinc treatment
reduces the severity and duration of
diarrhoea as well as the likelihood of

DIARRHOEA TREATMENT

Zinc supplement
can save 75,000
children's lives

its recurrence and the need for
hospitalisation.

The researchers worked on
management of childhood diar-
rhoea with the micronutrient forthe
last 24 years at the International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease and
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B).

The ICDDR,B's research is sup-
ported’ by the WHO and Unicef
recommendations for use ofzincin
the treatment of acute or persistent
diarrhoea.

Leading child specialists: also
favoured zinc supplement saying it
hasmany benefits.

National Professor and chief of
the Institute of Child' Health, Shishu
Hospital, MR Khan was present as
one of the panelists at the briefing.
"If zinc is taken with oral saline, it
enhances 20 per cent chances of
survival from dtarrhoea, he
ohserved. .

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

THe British Council wishes to make it clear.that a
in Dhaka on Saturday 4
December ‘04 containing lists of "Best Teachers of
2004" and "Best Schools of 2004" was not issued by
We neither have nor publish any.

pamphlet

the British Council.

released

rankings of this nature.

The use of the Britishh Council name and logo
drilawful and may‘lead to' crirninal presecution. I you
are in doubt about the authenticity of any item
affributed 1o British Council, please check with your
nearest British Council office in the first instance.
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Father dies after
Innocent

son's arrest
UNB, Dhaka

As the father of a schoolboy died
allegedly after being assaulted by
police, agitated people laid asiegeto
the city's Sutrapur Police Station
yesterdayevening,

Witnesses said Abdur Rashid, 55,
went to the police station as his son,
Tapan, was held by police in the
afternoon. A class-nine student of
Saint Gregory School, Tapan was
caught on police dragnel during
blockraids,

After getting the news, his father
wentto the police station to have his
son released, but police refused and
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BTTB CELLPHONE
Pvtoperators

given 5 days for
interconnection

MUSTAK HOSSAIN

While the telecoms ministry wants
the country's: private cellphone
operators to provide connectivity to
the state-owned BTTB's mobile
phone service befare its soft launch
on December 15, industry sources
fear the time, less than one week, is
totally inadequate to establish the
interconnections.
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Skytoremain
cloudytoday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT |
The gloomy weather would con- ‘
tinue todayas the Himalayan clouds |
spreading from the northern and
northeastern regions to other parts |
of Bangladesh would block sunlight |
out.

The skyislikely to remain cloudy, |
although the met office forecast no
change in temperdture and light to |
moderate fogacross the country,
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Mild tremor
jolts Sylhet,
Ctgregions

STAR REPORT

A mild tremor jolted Chittagong and |
Sylhet regions yesterday afternoon, |
reportourcorrespondents.

A small quake jolted the port city
and several parts of greater
Chittagong at around 2:50pm and
lasted for 24 seconds, Seismic

- Observatory Centre sources said.
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SONARGAON CROSSING

Electronic traffic
signal flops on
very first day

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation's (DCC)
high-profile electronic traffic con-
trol systéem installed at Sonargaon
intersection yesterday to ease con-
gestion turned outtobea fiasco, asit
created’ more congestion, forcing

authoritiesto switch back tomanual
system, !

The city authorities switched to
the digital traffic control system at
the busSy Sonargaon interséction in
the moming, only to revert to the
manual'system an hour later, as it
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36pc babies born
underweight

STAFF.CORRESPONDENT

About 50 percent of the children in
Bangladesh are malnourished while
36 percent of the babies are born
underweight.

The country has around six
million working children and about
2.5 lakh children' die every year
despite a significant fall in child
mortality over the pastone decade.

Country Representative of the

United Nations Children's Fund
(Unicef) Morten Giersing pave
these figures yesterday while
launching the Unicefreport on State
of the World's Children (Sowc) at the
Jatiya Press Club,

Unicef Bangladesh is going to
undertake a project to provide
schooling to two lakh working chil-
dren, he said.

Giersing made three suggestions
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Our Cricket Team has played 32 tests

When this team takes the field against the might :3: Indians, eve

this time...maybe this time..

..we will make it happen.
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single one of us will raise our spirits, hoping against hope that
ne may not understand it, but this is the power of spirit,

Maybe this time we shall...
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Let Glory Shine
Wishing for a glorious One Day and Test Series against Ind1a
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Offictal Sponsor of Bangladesh National Cricket Team
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