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‘CHOBI MELA III

Shadi Ghadirian's photographs: The
confines of a woman's world |

FAYZA HAQ

HADI Ghadirian's
photographs, on display at

the Chobi Mela III, at the
Alliance Francaise, can stand' on
their own without explanatory
notes. These are studio portraits
where the photographer has
chosen to construct the image. The
photographer has left room for
interpretation of these works.
* Shadi chose modern props with

Iranian dresses from a century
earlier. The images show
conscious choice on the part of a
woman. While photographs speak
for themselves, what we see are
constructed' images of our own
gender at a particular moment in
histery of an Iranian woman. This is
opposed to the work of a few

women photographers living in the
Middle East. This explores the
notions of the west of eastern
women, and their personal

alienation, and does not play on
western sensitivities.

When Shadi did her series of
photographs, she had just gradu-
ated. She presents a woman who is
dazedandisnot easilyrelated tothe
objects thathave been presentedin
the picture, After her marriage,
vacuum cleaners, pots and pans
entered the photographs, and she
felt that a woman, no matter whal
part of the world she is from, has
apprehensions.

In one of the photographs we see
a woman covered to her knees, and
clothed belowinsocks and pyjamas,
holding on to a two-in-one. In the
next one we see two more Iranian
women who are heavily veiled
except for their faces. One of the
women carry an umbrella. In the
next we see two women painting
and one of them is in traditional
garbs while the otherappears to be
wearing something western. One
faces the camera , while the other

has herback turnedto
J1it. Next we come
across the image of
two woman putting
onmakeup, One holds
on to a mirror while
the other has a per-
fume bottle in her
hand. They are both
dressed in clothes ofa
century back. There is
the porwrayal of two
sisters playing the
guitar and painting.
The next picture
brings a woman in
traditional garb and
holding on to an old
camera.

The other photo-
graphs speak out more
boldly about the
confines of awoman's
world. In one photo-
grapf is a portrait of a
fully clad woman with
a household iron. In
another a woman
holds on to a kitchen
pot; in the next she has
a knife in her hands,
later a cup and saucer
and finally a vacuum
cleaner.

The pictures
appear intriguing and
makes one juggle with

Two photographs by Shadi Ghadirian

the values of the
present and past.

Mira Nair: From Vanity Fair to the Namesalce

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New dethi

Celebrated American director of Indian-origin
Mira Nairis not one to reston herlaurels.

After her latest work Vanity Fair earned the
distinction of being the inaugural film at the
ongoingInternational Film Festival of India in
Goa, she is busy watching legendary Bengali
film-maker Ritwik Ghatak's films on DVD.

The reason is simple. Nair is drawing
inspiration from Ghatak for her next cellu-
loid'project The Namesake, based on a novel
of the same name by Jhumpa Lahiri.

'l am hugely inspired by the works of
Ritwik Ghatak and parts of the filmwill be in
black and white," Nair said referring to The
Namesake, which will star Konkona Sen
Sharma, Irfan Khan and American-Indian
actor Cal Penn.

Hollywood actress Natalie Portman has
also been offered a role. There is also the
possibility of Konkona's mother Aparna Sen
featuring in The Namesake. What has
attracted Nair to Lahiri's novel is its themes
ofidentity, exile and homelessness of Indians
migrating to the United States or Britain.

‘I'was touched by the world depicted in the
novelmoving from Kolkata to Cambridge and
then to New York,' said New York-based Nair

who has already started shooting The Name-
sake in Kolkata, where she is alsolearning
JIndian classical music.

After completing The Namesake, Nair

saifd she proposed to direct two more films
The Impressionist and Homebody/Kabul.

Making Vanity Fair, as Nair points out,
is a 'dream come true' for her. She fell in
love with Thackeray's book when she
read it first at the age of 16 and has gone
through the novel a number of times
since then.

Vanity Fair has drawn mixed reviews in
Britain and US and part of the criticism is
bedause of what was felt to be too much
of typical Bollywood stuffin it,

She said she had been offered to direct
the celluloid version of the fourth book
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
in ] K Rowling's best-selling series of
adventures of the 13-year-old wizard.

Asked what prompted to spurn the offer to
make a Harry Potter movie, Nair said it was
'The prospect of working with special effects
rather than flesh and blood. More impor-
tantly, spending three years in London is what
putme off.!

The trip to Goa to attend the film festival has
given Nair an opportunity to take a break from
filmmaking though not from film watching. She
said she was happy that the festival has shifted
from big metropolises to an exotic place like
Goa.

;

INATIONAL ZAINUL FESTIVAL 2004

A Saga of Man and Nature:The Art of Zainul Abedin

To commemorate the 90th birth
ahniversary of Shilpacharya Zainul
Abedin, the pioneer of Bangladesh's
modem art movernent and one of the
most celebrated cultural personalities
of the country, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, Bangladesh National
Museum and the Bengal Foundation
are jointly organising. the National

Zainul Festival 2004 in the month of
December.

The festival will be launched
through the inauguration of a retro-
spective exhibition of the
Shilpachariya's works on December
12, at the National Museum,
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Auditorium.
The exhibition will run concurrently

at the three galleries, says a press
release,

The month long festival is dotted
with an array of programmes like a
special cultural evening, colourful
rallies, a children's art competition, a
photography exhibition on the artists,
folk art and craft fair, folk music festi-
val, and seminarson the artists.

Priodarshini Auvi: A talented dancer

NOVERA DEEPITA

Dance has been Priodarshini Auvi's passion from early
childhood. Her Bharatnatyam lessons began when was
enrolled atJago Art Centre as a girl of four. For the last five
years, she is training with Belayet Hussien Khan, the

principal of JagaArt Centre,

Her talent was a stepping stone to better things. She
believes thatbeingadancerhelpedhergetahead.

Priodarshini, an enlisted dancer of Bangladesh Televi-
sion, is aregular performer in the television shows of BTV.
Shehas also performed inmany stage shows organised by
Jago Art Centre. Among the memorable occasions, she
recalls the welcome dance for the Dutch Airlines crews in
Bangladesh and other performances in the National

Museum.

Like other dancers, Auvi has a dream: to get higher
training from India, especially from Guruji CV
Chandrashekharwho is heridol. She also idolises Belayet
Hossain Khan, Rowshan Jamil and Bifju Maharaj. Her
dream is to have specialisation in all the elements of
Bharatmatyam like Pushpanjali, Tilana and Jotishram,
She is gradually moving towards this goal. She also hasa
special interest in developing expertise in the two sub-
categorieslike Basantiand Saberi of Jotishram.

Auvi thinks that proper patronage of dance is yet to
take off in the country. In her words, 'There are very few
dance programmes on television, and very low priority is
given tq dance. Children need to be inspired to promote

dance.'

According to Auvi, "The newcomers are losing interest
in dance because of a lack of promotion. Switching from
dance they are mostly getting interested in modeling,
which is quite distressing.’ She says that dance is an ideal
form of éntertainment because, as she says, 'Dance hasa

iy

language.’

-

universal appeal. One can easily understand the mudras
of dance cven if one does not understand the specific

FHOTOAFP

Scottish actor Sean
Connery (L) stands
on stage with US
actor Lawrence
Fishbume after the
4th International
Film Festival
awarded him witha
Golden Star
Homage Award in
Marrakesh, 07
December, prior to
the screening of
Alexander by US
director Oliver
Stone.
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* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am,12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pr.

News (English) al 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Nighl News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm,

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangta), al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telacast of BTV news (Bangla and
Engflish) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

Nows (Bangla) al’ 7:00 am.10;00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm.  10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.,

Latest News (Bangla) at 8:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00

pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and

English) al11:30 pm.
TARA BANGLA
NeysHeadines(Bangla) & 5:30 pm. 730

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) al 8:20 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) al 9:30

pm.
BBC WORLD

i’x}.ﬂ;“'.ﬂ- it '-.'5‘. ':-‘ ; 3

Urey Jay Bak Pakkhi Swordfish 430231 XForce 1
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