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The government will carry out a
feasibility study for installation of
‘a deep sea port to facilitate the
handling of deep draught mother
vessels that can not enter
Chittagong port, highly placed
sources said.

A high powered four-member
committee headed by Shipping
Minister Akbar Hossain' was
formed recently to run the pro-
cess, thesources said.

Three other members of the
committee included Cabinet
Secretary Dr. Shahadat Hossain,
Shipping Secretary Ismail
Jabiullah and Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) Chairman
Shahadat Hossain.

It will take one year to com-
plete both, feasibility and' eco-

nomicstudy.

The feasibility. study will be
conducted at three locations
Kutubdiachannel, Sandwip chan-
nel and Akram point of Mongla
port, the sources said.

Talking to The Daily Star CPA
Chairman Shahadat Hossainsaid
" We will launch the feasibility
studytoselectthe convenientand
acceptable location for setting up
adeepseaport.”

"But Kutubdia channel may
get the priority in the study for
installation of such a deep sea
port. We will also study the
Sandwip channel and Akram
point," hesaid.

"With the completion of total
study, the projectwill be prepared
for the deep sea port and it, how-
ever, may take time," he said. "If
the deep sea port is installed here
it will be easier for handling the
cargo carried by the mother ves-

deep-sea port soon

Kutubdia channel may get priority in the study

. sels and cost will come down," he

added.

The need for a deep sea port at
Kutubdia channel was being felt
for aver the past ten years with the
increase of import and export
cargo as the trading activities
continuedtorise daybyday.

Aplan forinstallation ofa deep
sea port was taken after foreign
shipping circles and experts’
suggestions on various occasions,
portsources said.

But the plan was shelved for
years together asitdid not get any
green' signal from the govern-
ment.

The issue of deep sea port
came up for discussion in various
meetings and seminars at
Chittagong port and higher level
ofthe government.

Now the ship of only 9.2 meter
draught can enter Chiltagong

port jetties for loading and
unloading of import and export
cargo while the large size mother
vessels wait at the outer anchor-
age near Kutubdia channel for
lightering of the cargo, port
sourcesinformed.

Some local lighter ships are
engaged to carry the cargo from
the those mother vessels to the
jetties which forces the traders to
incur higher costs, port sources
said adding that the excess costs
were imposed on the goods that
raised the pricesin the markets,

A senior port official seeking
anonymity said, " prices of
imported goods will automati-
cally be reduced if handling costs
at the deep sea port come down.
Besides, the mother vessels will
not be required to stay for a long
time in case of handling them at
thedeepseaport.”
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Govt rejects Dutch offers and lobbies for Kuwaiti fund

Local leaders of the ruling BNP-led four-party alliance express solidarity with the journalists, right, who staged a token hunger strike recently
demanding immediate construction of the Third Kamaphuli Bridge and the foundation stone, Jeft, of the bridge laid by Prime Minister Khaleda

Zia on April 19 this year.
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Construction of the third bridge

on the river Karnaphuli has

become uncertain due to com-

plications in raising fund and

administrative tangles.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
laid the foundation stone of the
bridge on April 19 this year to
construct it by 2006 at a cost of
Tk450crore. -

The government at its first
meeting of the Executive
Committee of National
Economic Council (Ecnec)
approved the project on priority
basis as it was part of the pro-

" posedAsian Highway.

The government took initia-

tive for Dutch fund immediately

" after it came to power and

Communication Ministry sent a

letter to the Dutch- Swedish

Consortium in this regard in
2002.

The Consortium offered 36.5

per cent of the total estimated

28.20 per cent as interest-free
loan and 20.30 per cent with a
three per cent interestleaving 15
per cent (10,5 million dollars) to

be financed by, Bang_ladesh ;

gmrennnent

Five Dutch teams, mcludmg
three technical and two financial
ones, visited' Chittagong and
hold several meetings with the
private sector business leaders
forfeasibility studies.

The Dutch fund was verbally
confirmed lastyear while official
confirmation came few months
backthisyear.

But the government rejected
the Dutch offer through a letter
officially sometime by the end of
September or early October,
sources said. The government
decided to reject the Dutch offer
and go for fund from elsewhere,
particularly keeping a possible
offer from Kuwait in mind,
simultaneously early this year,
sourcesadded,

All the procedures for con-

struction of the bridge went in
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vain with Dutch assistance
following administrative com-
plexities, sources said,

The government, however,

cial assistance from Kuwait
instead of Netherlands.

Under the new initiative,
Kuwait will give 52 million dol-
lars' for construction of the
bridge as loan at two per cent
interest rate, sources said. But it
was not confirmed yet by the
Kuwait government and
Bangladesh government will
have to bear rest of the expendi-
tures, sourcesadded.

Tender will be floated for
construction of the bridge after
fresh assessment of pre-
qualifications and’ short-listing
of the intended bidders, design-
ingand evaluation.

All these procedures will take
at least another one year to start
construction of the bridge,
sources added.

Meanwhile, people from
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took a fresh initiative,to con- «
-struct the bridge with the finan-

onstruction of 3rd Karnaphuli bridge uncertain

all walks of life have been
staging demonstration here
demanding construction of the
bridge.

Construction of the bridge
could thave opened up aHuge

scope ofindustrialisation on'the :

other bank of the river
Kamaphuli linking the tourist
city of Cox's Bazar and south
Chittagong. :

At this situation, common
people; businessmen and jour-
nalists have raised a voice for
immediate construction of the
proposedbridge.

Chittagong journalists on
November 5 observed a token
hunger strike at Chittagong
Press Club premises demand-
ing implementation of the
project.

Local leaders of ruling BNP
led 4-party alliance and opposi-
tion' parties, professional and
business organisations as well'as
people from all walks of life
expressed solidarity with the
programie.
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