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cuLTuraL FeasT (G | Palakar Natya Utshab: Popularising
wusews . Pioneers of photography in | an experimental drama form

the country honoured | pomre

Palakar has established a theatre studio with 40 seating
arrangements at New Eskaton. Intheir theatre studiothey
regularly stapge Lab-act, an experitental drama form, on
every Friday evening. To make it a popular art form a six-
day long festival was arranged, which coincided with the
first anniversary of studio theatre, which started on
December3 attheirtheatrestudio.

Commenting on the Lab-act concept, Aminur
Rahman, the chieforganiser of Palakar, said, ‘Most mem-
bers of our group are from the Department of Fine Arts of
Chittagong University. Like other universities, we used to
practice improvisation based experimental drama inthe
theatre studio, After forming our own group--Palakar--
we have decided to practice studio theatre or Lab act,

HARUN/UR RASHID

HE much awaited photography
festival Chobi Mela III began on
December 06 with a total of 14
exhibitions at seven venues in the city.
Internationally acclaimed Mexican
photographer Pedro Meyer inaugurated'the
festival at a ceremony held' at Alliance
Frangaise. Photographer Morten Krogvold
of Norwdy, Tarek Al-Ghoussein of UAE and
Geerte Wachter of the Prince Claus Fund of
the Netherlands were on the dais. Besides,
all participating photographers from
across the world alsp attended the opening
ceremony presided over by Festival | : - .
Director Shahidul Alam. , (L-R) Tarek Al-Ghoussein, Morten Krogvold, Pedro Meyer, Geerte Wachter and Shahidul Alam at the
Organised by Drik Picture Library Ltd. opening ceremony
and patronised by the Prince Claus Fund -
for Culture and Development of theé mony These internationally acclaimed produced a huge number of today's renowned
Netherlands, Chobi Mela is a biennial photographers have largely remained photographers. Manzoor Alam Beg was hon-
event. Always showcasing photographs unrecognised inourown country. ouredwiththe title ‘Alokchitracharya' in 1998.
ona theme, the qlird editionof the event Golam Kashem is considered the first Amanul Haque i5 one of those few living
depicts '7951_5‘-3“'38' through the colossal  gemi-professional photographer of the photographers who documented the his-
photographic works‘of about 90 photog-  country, having started taking photographs  toric Language Movement in 1952. His
raphers of 17 countries. ] in the early 1900s. He set up the Tropical photo album Amar Desh Chitromala is a
This year's Ch_ohl_Mela has mtroducgd Institute of Photography, one of thefirstsuch  classic collection of images of rural Ban-
an award for lifetime achievement in  institutes in the region, in 1951, In 1961 he  gladesh. Considered to be the pioneer of
Plﬁﬂllﬂﬂmphg- Four 1];339“?“;5’ Pﬁﬂﬂé"‘is of  started the Camera Recreation Club which  romanticism in photography in Bangla-
photography in angladesh--Golam  rap until his death. Manzoor Alam Beg desh, he spent a considerable time with research-based plays. The erimental theatre festival
Kashem Daddy, Manzoor Alam Beg, - endearinglygavehimthename 'Daddy'. legendary glmmakcr Satyajit Ray making reicwcdagoodrgsg;nsc B
::Jman;.tl Haque and Sdhamts:] Islam ManzonrAlamecg'Tarsthefuslmgiwph:‘i ARy ApOCtALLS “OT SRl ALTAOPHIARtEl et ¥ T Ao, gkt N s S Sy i [P s S SIS R 0B AR R T
mazi--were announced' as the recipi-  tography a professional form. He establish : i & . & -
ents of the award at the opening cere-  BegAr Insiutcof Potography in 1960, which | Ioort o ese Photos and negatives were | Theatre Festival in Narayanganj and Chittagong begins

Shamsul Islam Almazi is the first .
B 1R SR PR O cra R HE B W e A welcome change from Dhaka-centric theatre

* A scene from The Honourable Tiger

which means staging a drama in front of a limited audi=
ence in a small room, where actors perform intimately to
the audience ratherthan other theatre forms.'

What are the elements that go into studio theatre?
Aminur said, 'In studio theatre, we basically work on a
particular theme. Through improvisation and discussion
among the performers, director and designers, we
develop the theme and then write the script of the play.
The duration of this type of cmcnmenta] theatre form is
40 minutes toone-and-a-half-hours.'

The current festival was arrayed with diversified
programmes, including Lokogan (folk song), Baul song,
Bangla film songs, songs of drama and a good number of
plays. Apart from Palakar's three lab-acts, Dhaka Univer-
sity, Jahangimagar University and Prachyanat performed

national gold medal for photography. Usually, theatre practice in Bangla- ~ dation. Another fortnight long drama

Besides photojournalism, he was equally at , | deshis Dhaka- based. It is, therefore The drama conference started festival titled 'Group Theatre Mela-

ease in fashion photography. He contrib-- | encouraging that a good number  with a colourful rally. Later, the 2004', arranged by Chatiogram

uted a great deal in creating the visual | of theatre festivals are also being  BGIF leaders analysed the prob- - Group Theatre Forum, has started

style of the once most popular magazine arranged at the different parts of lems and activities) of the theatte: 4y Shilpakala Academy, Chittagong

A ; g Bangladesh. activists of Dhaka division, Three  fom December 3, which ends on

| Bichira. His photographs of the famine of Bangladesh Group Theatre Fed-  groups from Narayanganj and one  pocember 17. The aim of the festi-

Sl | L iy ] bk S, fifh | 1974 remain one of the mostimportant docu- eration's (BGTF) Dhaka division group from Munshiganj, Jamalpur, 1ot i 0 Gh e s actice
Golam Kashem . Amanul Haque Shamsul | Almazi Manzoor Alam Beg ments of the time. drama conference followed by a  Narsingdi, Mymensinghand Tangail in Chittagon gg p

eight-day long drama festival was are staging plays in the eight-day Besides Loko Natyadal Dal from

inaugurated by Mamunur Rashid, longdramafestival.
the President of BGTF at Chunka, M Faruk Koraishi, SM Fazar Ali, Dhaka, 14 other local theatre

SChedu-les Of ChObl Mela III i '_ : P arlbar O E}CI“L Company— "‘A new Narayanganj on December 3: Gen-  Ganesh Guha, Younis Mia, Jayanta _8roups will stage 15 plays in the

: 3 eral Secretary of BGTE Liaquat Ali  Shanyal and Kutubuddin Ahmed = drama festival. Moreover, open air

mega Se]_‘la_l 0on Cha_Imel-—l | Lucky was the special guest of the were awarded at the conference for ~ drama, group songs, drama songs,
programme, The festival is a joint  their contribution to the develop- dance and pantomime are included

venture of BGTF and Bengal Foun-  mentoftheatre in the districtlevel, ©  inthefortnightlongfestival., -

Amitabh Bachchan : Taking up
the cause of AIDS

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi school with ATDS-affected children.

- ‘Ifthereis any noble cause I canlend mymname to, Iwill
Espousing a noble cause is nothing new for Bollywood  nothesitate,' Amitabh said.

superstar Amitabh Bachchan. He has starred in the
national campaign against eradication of polio, cancer
and communalism. And now he has become the first
Asian brand ambassador for the Nelson Mandela AIDS
Foundation.

The 62-year-old actor chose the venue of the ongoing
35th “International Film Festival of India in Goa to
announce that he is joining the select league of such
superstars like Hollywood actor Brad Pitt, Wills Smith,
singer Beyonce Knowles and Irish rock band U2's local
vocalist Bono inthe campaign against AIDS.
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Mir Shabbir, Intekhab Dinar and Sharmin Shila appear In the mega serial

Paribar O Ekti Company, another - other properties which Ali . Amitabh accepted the Foundation's offer to don a
mega-serial, starts from Haidarwantedtokeep asecret, black tee shirt with 46664 printed 'on itin white, the num-
December 13, on. Channel-i. until it was necessary. It is ber South African anti-apartheid movement icon Nelson

The mega-serial depicts the then, that their mother takes Mandela wore during his 25 years ofimprisonment in the
story of a joint-family, where on the responsibility of the Robinlsland.

three unemployed brothers joint family. On the occasion, the actor watched the film Yesterday,
live on the savings of their late Aktaruzzaman is the play- the South African entry for this year's Oscar award in
father, Ali Haidar. As usual, as Wwright while Gazi Rakayat is foreign film category, which tells the story of an HIV-
e et the bank balance is exhausted thedirectorofthe serial. affected woman deserted by herhusband.

ﬂs}abrpmbpgmphrs'f;ﬁﬁ ':'j'm Mﬂlﬁﬁlﬁ ' they face hardship, Howeyer, Ataur Rahman, Aly Zaker, | ° aAmitabh announced that his son Abhishek would
. Al on perusal of her late hus- Jayanto Chattopadhyay, Aupi donatehis entire fee for appearing ina lead rolein India's

Hqﬁ{ Pakistan, *c‘-nl.mka 'malsnd SIngapme : : ) y
e andBa ; band's will their mother comes Karim, Intekhab Dinar and' | firstfeature film on AIDS, Phir Milenge, which also stars
T R N A R -'"f' i A el to know that they have several  othersperforminthemega-serial. | -Salman Khan and Shilpa Shetty. The bencficiary is a
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