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Hasina discusses
human wall
programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Awami League (AL)-led opposi-
tion' parucs have stepped up their
campaign at different places along
the "humanwall' route from Teknaf
to, Tentulia'in. the run-up to the
Decemhcrn programme.

The AL, its front organisations
and the left-leaning parties yester-

day heldrallies at different points on'

the 900:km route, and urged people
to participate in the human wall
programme to. show their 'no-
confidence' in the BNP-Jamaat
coalition government.

InDhaka, keyleaders of the oppo-
sition parties yesterday metLeader of
the Opposition and AL President
Sheikh Hasina at her residence and
dis their parties' preparations
ahead of the programme.

SEE PAGE 11 COL7
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Leader of the Opposttion in Parliament Sheikh Hasina discusses the December 11 Teknaf-to-Tentulia "human wall
programme with key leaders of the 14-party opposition combine ather Dhanmondi residence yesterday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday
blasted Dhaka Electric Supply

* 19 months to finalise a tender for
10,000 three-phase meters.
TheDesaofficials camein forflak
from the parliamentary standing
committee on power, energy and
mineral resources ministry also for
its attempt to lay blame on the
committee chairman for the delayin
the procurement process.
Earlier'a probe report on the
delay in finalising the tender was

Authority (Desa) officials for taking -

' METER PROCUREMENT

JS body blasts Desa
for 19-month delay

submitted yesterday to the parlia-
mentary body. The committee
termed the report insufficient and
asked the ministry to identify the
officials responsible for delay and
initiate legal steps against them. It
also asked the Desa to issue work
orderin favourofthelowestbidder.
At the meeting, the parliamen-
tary body also discussed the finan-

cial irregularities in the Desa -

accounts involving Tk 970 crore. The
Desa submitted a report regarding
inconsistency between assets and
liabilities figures in its ledger book.
The committee rejected the report

and decided to discuss the matter at
the next meeting:

While discussing the probe
report, a ruling BNP lawmaker and
member of the committee ques-
tioned the committee chairman's
jurisdiction and' accused him of
interfering in the ministry's routine
workignoring the rules of procedure
of the Jatiya Sangsad, meeting
sources said.

Chairman of the committee,
Shahidul Islam, however, denied the
allegations outright and said he had
in'line with the rules examined the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Musharraf's
securityfile
found on
London streets

AFP, London

EBritish police were probing yester-
day why a'top secret file detailing
securityamangements for the visitof
Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf to Britain this week was
found: abandoned on a, London
street. )

The 17-page document was
reportedly found by a delivery driver
in a brown envelope on upmarket
Curzon Street hours before
Mushanaf and his wife touched

i SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

REGISTRATION

English medium schools
get more time

TAWFIQUE ALl

The government has extended once
again the deadline for registration of
English medium schools. A meeting
of education' officials chaired by
Education Secretary Faruq Ahmad
Siddigi'decided on Monday to move
the registration deadline up to
January 31, said ameeting source.

As perthe decision, all the educa-
tion boards have been instructed to

obtain detailed information on the
private English medium schools
through the District Education
Officers concerned.

"Afurthercourse of actionwill be
taken as per the ministry instruc-
tions onreceiptofthe listand details
ofthe institutions,” according to the
source,

The meeting participants also
decided to carry out regular moni-
toring of the functions of such insti-

tutions under the existing rules, said
an official who attended the meet-
ing, seeKing anonymity.

"See, irregularities in the English
medium schools sector is one of the
many other problems, it will be
resolved by and by," said the official,
who declined to respond when
asked about the mechanism for
monitoring and how problems will
beresolved.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

1 killed, another
kidnapped for
ransom

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia ¢

Outlawed party cadres slaughtered
an abducted Jhenidah trader
Monday night as his family failed to
pay Tk 2 lakh in ransom, while mis-
creants abducted another trader in
Kushlia and demanded a ransom of
Tk51akh the same day.

Agangled by Tipu, local leader of
outlawed Gono Mukti Fouz (GME)
picked' up Shariful, 30, from his
grocery shop at Sheikhpara Bazar in
Shailkupa upazila at about 10pm on
November21.

Later they asked Sariful's family

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Fears grow among
foreigners in KSA

Saudi govt vows no let-up in
fight against militants

AFP, Jeddan

Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda
claimed yesterday the attack on the
US consulate in Jeddah, dealing a
blow to the Saudi government's
attempts to wipe’ out Islamic mili-
tants behind awave of terror strikes.
Monday's broad-daylight assault
on the fortified compound in the,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Ctgmayor
threatens
strike Dec 18

Demands transfer
of cops

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Gty

Chittagong Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury yesterday
threatened to enforce a hartal in
Chittagong on December 18 if by
that time two assistant commis-
sioners of Chittagong
MetropolitanPolice (CMP) are not
withdrawn for their alleged mis-
behaviourwith him.

Eatlier yesterday the two CMP
officials, Senior AC of Detective
Branch (DB) Gazi Jashim Uddinand
AC (Kotwali), reportedly attacked
and foiled an Awami League (AL)
rally leaving at least 10 people
injured, said witnesses,

Chittagong city unit AL was
arranging a rally on Chittagong
Railway Station premises to host a
reception to its Organising
Secretary Afsarul Amin,
who returned to Chittagong
from Dhaka after securing ad
interim bail in a police assault case.

| .SEE PAGE 11COL 3

'Arms féc‘tory'
unearthed

‘_4 ~atFeni

UNB, Feni

Police unearthed an "arms factory”
and arrested eightipeople at
Chhagalnaiya upazilaheadquarters
onMondaynight.

Acting on a tip-off, police raided
the: factory, Daradi Metal, and
seized arms-makingequipment.

The armrestees are Jasimuddin, 18,
Abu' Siddique, 21, Abdul Hai, 17,
Ayub, 19, Rafig, Abdur Razzak, 17,
Halim, 20, and Azimuddin, 22.

Police said Abdul Hai, Rafig and

Ayubwere the regularworkers of the
factory, while Azimuddin was
"hired from Dha.ka recently for
manufacturing arms”.

The owner of the factory,
Humayun of Sathia Sonapurvillage,
managedtoflee during the raid.

December 8
[Fajr. | 545 | 650
Zohr | 1245 [ 13-15
Asi o Jinliiaas 00
(Maghrib. . | 519 | 522
Esha | 7900 | 730

‘Source; Islamic Foundation

Khaleda seeks
Japanese help
for Padma
bridge

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day sought Japanese assistance in
building Padma bridge as the gov-
emment plans to startthe construc-
tionworknext year.

She sought the cooperation
when a visiting delegation of Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentary League
(JBPL) called on her at the Prime
Minister's office (PM Q).

The delegationmooted anideaof
forging a greater regional coopera-
tion for utilising available resources
for poverty alleviation and ensuring
progress ofthe Asian countries.

The prime minister assured all-
outcooperationin thisregard.

Mentioning the completion of
feasibility study of the Padma bridge
project by Japanese experts, she
sought their cooperation to start the
construction work in the coming
year.

Led by Acting President of the
JBPL Shin Sakurai, the Japanese
delegation assured of pursuing the
matterwith the authorities.

Kazuyasu Shiina MP and
Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Matsu Shiro Horiguchi,
among others, accompanied Shin
Sakurai.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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