. service between the

@he Baily Star

\fr,

INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8, 2004

US lawmakers
reach deal on
intelligence
reforms

REUTERS, Washington

US lawmakers on Monday reached a
deal on overhauling the nation's spy
agencies, ending a month-long
wrangle about the Pentagon's power
under intelligence reforms pro-
posed after the Sept. 11 attacks,

Resolving the issue clears the way
for the House of Representatives and
Senate to pass the legislation that
creates a new director of national
intelligence post, and send the bill to
President Bush forhissignature.

After last-minute appeals by
Bush, House and Senate negotiators
said they had agreed on language
resolving differences over the mili-
tary chainof command.

House Armed Services
Committee Chairman Duncan
Hunter, a California Republican,
and Senate Armed Services
Committee Chairman John Warner,
a Virginia Republican, said they
would nowsupport the legislation.

Both Hunter and Wamer had
objected that a compromise negoti-
ated between the House and Senate
could undermine intelligence to
battlefield commanders.

'Polls could be spread
over a 20-day period’

CIA officials present bleak assessments of Iraq

AFP, Brusselst Washington

Iraq's elections could be spread out
over a period of 15-20 days in late
January, interim prime minister
Iyad Allawi said in a Belgian newspa-
perinterviewpublished yesterday.

"Everyone -- Shias, Sunnis,
Christians, Kurds, Turkomans --
should take partin the vote," he was
quoted as saying by the daily Le Soir,
referring to landmark polls planned
for January30.

"For that[ think one could envis-
age elections spread over 15 days, 20
days, with polling on different dates
for different provinces... That would
allow for adequate security arrange-
mentstobe putinplace,” headded.

The interview was carried out
last weekend in Geneva, where the
interim Iraqi prime minister was on
aprivate visit.

Asked by the French-language
newspaper if he was talking about

holding elections on different dates
depending on each province, Allawi
replied: "Exactly.

"Currently we think that 14 or 15
of [raq's 1B provinces are calm," he
said, while conceding that the secu-
rity situation was "bad" in Mosul,
the 'Anbar province, small areas of
Baghdad and part of the Diyala
province

A resurgence of violence in Iraq
has fueled speculation about
whether the interim Iraqi govern-
ment will be able to stick by the
January 30 planned poll date.

US President George W. Bush
reaffirmed his backing for the date
on Monday, saying after talks with
interim Iraqi President Ghazi al-
Yawar that: "It is necessary for the
Iragi people to vote on January 30."

Allawi added: "The date of
January 30 is fixed. People can
express their opinion, thatis impor-
tant. But the elections will take

place,” while stressing that the polls
were “the start of the democratic
process, nottheend."

The interim Iraqi leader added
that foreign observers would have
access to the entire electoral pro-
cess, to ensure that the ballots are
“freeand fair."

Meanwhile, the departing CIA
station chiefin Iraq and another CIA
official who visited there recently
presented bleak views of the situa-
tion in Iraq in classified briefings to
their superiors, The New York Times
said yesterday.

In a classified cable sent in late
November, the CIA chief who ended
a year-long tour of duty in Iraq,
warned that the security situation
was likely to get worse, including
more violence and sectarian vio-
lence unless the Iraqi government
asserted authority and built up the
economy, said officials familiar with
hiscable.

Indian House
repeals Pota

AFP, New Delhi

India's parliament Monday
approved a repeal of a controversial
anti-terror law introduced after the
September 11 attacks, which critics
said had been misused to persecute
minorities. ;

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's government, that came into
office on May 22, had promised inits
policy roadmap that it would with-
drawthe Prevention of TerrorismAct
(Pota), pushed through parliament
by the previous Hindu nationalist
government.

In September, Singh's govern-
ment announced scrapping of the
Iaw, which Monday received formal
parliamentary approval, the Press
TrustofIndia news agencysaid.

Singh's government has said the
repealed act will be replaced by a
newlaw.

Critics had said the act was
abused by officials to settle per-
sonal scores. It was also blamed for
the persecution of Muslims during
sectarian rioting in Gujarat state in
2002, in which at least 2,000 peo-
pledied.

PHOTO; AFP

Former Afghan King Mohammeg,Zahir Shah (R) Afghan President Hamid Karzai gR) Former Afghan President

Hazrat Sabghatullah Mufadidi (3R), US Vice-President Dick Cheney (2L) and Mrs C

eney (L) attend a swearing in

ceremony for Afghan President Hamid Karzal at The Presidential Palace in Kabul yesterday.

.| in Afghamstan US

Karzai sworn in as Afghan president

AFP, Kabul

Top US leaders warned yesterday
that extremists still want to take
back Afghanistan and promised
support for newly sworn-in
President Hamid Karzai to beat off
the threat.

US Vice President Dick Cheney
and Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, in Kabul for the inaugura-
tion of Karzai, both warned of the
danger from militants in the coun-
try.

"The military mission is not
over,” Rumsfeld told US special
forces at Bagram Air Base just north
of Kabul. "Itis not over, there are still
groups, extremists, that would like
to take this country back.”

He said the Taliban and al-Qauda
wanted to use Afghanistan "as a
base for terrorist acts aroune the
wmhl*tsthe‘ydidnn‘.]!ll Butitisn't
goingtohappen.”

Cheney highlighted the same
threat when he spoke to troops
separately at Bagram, where both
US leaders arrived for the inaugura-
tion.

"Freedom still has enemies here
in Afghanistan,” Cheney told US
forces "and you are here to make
these enemies miserable,” he added
tocheers.

Karzai, Cheney and Rumsfeld
discussed the extremist threat as
well as rising drug production in
Afghanistan during talks before the
inauguration.

The Afghan leader, who won an
election in October, played down
the threat ata press conference after
the talks and also hailed the US role
in bringing democracy to the coun-

try.

Kaezatisaid the danger was more
from individuals rather than groups
suchastheTaliban.

PHOTOD: AFP
Pakistan's President Pervez Musharraf (R) walks with British Prime Minister Tony Blair Inside 10 Downing Streetin
London Monday. Musharrafis on a two-day visitto the United Kingdom.

Pakistan, Britain push for
uprooting cause of terror

AFPB, London

The leaders of Britain and Pakistan
agreed Monday that the world could
not defeat terrorism by force alone,
and that it must move quickly to
remove its "root causes® such as
povertyand political grievances.

At a press conference with British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Pakistani
President Pervez Musharrafstopped
short of repeating remarks: that the
world was "absolutely” less safe
because of the way the US-led war
on terror was being conducted.

Though Musharraf backed
“fighting terrorism head-on mili-
tarily," he said there needed to be a
“strategic long-term" approach that
included the resolution of political
disputes and ending poverty and
illiteracy.

"I'mvery sure thatthe situation
in the world now is ripe for resolu-
tion of these political disputes,” he

* rorism preys,”

said.

In Washington on Saturday,
Musharraf said US President George
W. Bush had agreed that resolving
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict was
"the core issue” of the war on terror-
ism, but a senior White House aide
disputed his assessment as going
toofar.

Blair, who preceded Musharrafto
the White House on November 11,
expressed "complete” agreement
withMusharraf.

"We have got to take every action
that we can ... to fight terrorism
militarily, but we would be foolish to
ignore the causes upon which ter-
such as political
disputes, Blairsaid.

Pakistani journalists said the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict and
Pakistan's conflict with India over
the disputed territory of Kashmir
were at the heart of the problem,
both of which the two leaders dis-

cussed.

Though he declined to go into
details of their talks on how to pro-
ceed with the Palestinian-Ismeli
problem, Blair said: "I think the next
period oftimeis absolutely crucial."

“If we don't seize this opportu-
nity now, it may not come for us
again."

Britain has expressed optimism
following the death last month of
Palestinian leaderYasser Arafat, who
had been considered by Israel and
the United States as an obstacle to
reviving peace talks.

Critics worldwide say that US-
support for Israel and the US-led
invasion of [raq; actively supported
by Blair, have stirred Arab and
Muslim anger and made the war on
terror more difficult.

Bush, backed by Blair, has stressed

L ithae spreading cdemocmey through

the Middle East would remove prob-
lemsbreedingterrorism.

India, Pakistan hold talks
on restoring Kashmir

bus service

AFP, New Delhi

Indian and Pakistani officials yester-
day held the first of two days of talks
to try to restore a long-awaited bus
Eividcd zones
theycontrolin troubled Kashmir.

"Talks were held in a cordial,
constructive, friendly atmosphere,”
said Jalil Abbas Jilani, director gen-
eral (South Asia) in the Pakistani
foreign office, who led a team of five
in New Delhi.

"Both sides exchanged their
ideas. The putcome will be told o
you tomorrow,” hesaid.

An Indian foreign ministry
source said: "India is flexible in its
approach and wants communica-
tion links to be restored as soon as
possible.”

The talks were expected to focus
on the issue of what kind of travel
documents bus passengers would
have to carry to cross the volatile de
facto border, the Line of Control.

Pakistan is said to oppose resi-
dents in its area of Kashmir travel-
lingon passports and visas, fearingit
would be tantamount (o accepting
the LoC as a permanent border and
the final division of the state which
both countries claimin full,

However, the Indian source
stressed: "The basic position is that
passports will have to be used,
maybe along with some other docu-
ments,."

India’s Alok Rawat, joint secre-
tary in the ministry of road trans-
port, who led a nine-person team at
the talks, made no comment.
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Ohio certifies
Bush win by
smaller margin

REUTERS, Columbus, Ohlo

President Bush carried Ohio by
118,775 votes in last month's elec-
tion, 17,708 fewer than reported at
the time but not enough to change
the outcome in the crucial state,
officialssaid on Monday.

John Kerry conceded to Bush the
day after the Nov. 2 balloting, saying
an analysis showed he could not win
Ohio, which provided Bush the final
margin of victory and asecond term.

Ohio Secretary of State I.
Kenneth Blackwell certified the
outcome on Monday, based on a
county-by-county canvass done
under state law in the days since the
election. It showed Bush with
2,858,727 or 50.82 percent to
2,739,952, or 48.7 percent, for the
Democrat Kerry

Legal challenges surrounding
the vote in Ohio, however, were not
over. Presidential candidates for the
Green and Libertarian parties said
they planned to ask Blackwell for a
recount, and at least one other
lawsuit challenging the voting
procedureswasstill alive.

Soldiers sue
Pentagon over
extended

Iraq tours

AFP, Washington

Eight US soldiers on Monday sued
the Pentagon, claiming the military
extended their tours of duty in Iraq
although their contracts had
expired, their attorneys said.

It is the only known court chal-
lenge by active-duty soldiers against
the Defence Department's sa-called
stop-loss policy, said attorney
Staughton Lynd.

Seven of the soldiers in the law-
suit have asked to remain anony-
mous, but one of them, David
Qualls, said at a news conference in
Washington that the court challenge
is over "a question of fairness."

"I enlisted in July 2003. I com-
pleted and served that one year,"
Qualls said. "I feel itis time to let me
go backto mywife."

Qualls, 35, signed a "Try One"
contract on July 7, 2003, which
allows a soldier to serve for one year
before deciding whether to extend
service. Qualls says no one told him
aboutthestop-loss policy.

Pentagon paperwork said Qualls
was on the hook until 2031, when
Qualls will be over 60 years old,
according to court papers.

Manmohan pledges
honourable solution
to Naga tribal revolt

AFB New Delhi

India's premier pledged yesterday to
seek "an honourable solution™ to
the country's longest-running
insurgency as he held peace talks
with leaders of a northeastern rebel
group.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh held talks lasting nearly an
hour with two self-exiled leaders of
the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (NSCN), the oldest and
most powerful of about 30 rebel
armies in the revolt-racked north-
east.

There was no immediate word
from either side on wher talks

would resume.

"The Naga people have a life of
dignity and the government of India
is committed to finding an honour-
able solution to the problems of
Nagaland,” the prime minister told
the rebel leaders, according to a
government spokesman.

Naga spokesman Kraibo Cha-
wang said earlier that the group was
"very optimistic the talks this time
on Indian soil will move forward and
takeadefiniteshape."

NSCN Chairman Isak Chishi Swu
and General Secretary Thuingaleng
Muivah, who arrived last week from
Bangkok, have been operating from
SoutheastAsiafor the past37 years.

War fears mount in Lanka

Colombo vows to meet Tigers' threat

AFB calombo

Fears that Sri Lanka may be drifting
back to war mounted yesterday amid
sporadic violence, a day after the
government vowed to strengthen its
military to meet anysecurity threat.

ATamilrebel officein the island's
troubled eastern district was
bombed while another office of a
Tamil political party was targeted in
a pre-dawn strike, defence officials
sald, adding that there were no
casualties.

In the northem peninsula of
Jaffna, a private television relay
station was vandalised overnight
disrupting broadeasts in the region,
officials said.

The violence came shortly after
Public Security Minister Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake vowed in parlia-

menttostrengthenthe armed forces
and the police to meet any threat to
national security.

Former air force chief Harry
Gunatillake said he feared the rheto-
ric could push the country away
from Norwegian-brokered peace
talks and closer to war, a fear shared
byAsian and Western diplomats.

Wickremanayake, who is also
deputy minister of defence, stopped
short of referring to a direct threat from
Tiger rebels but repeated the govern-
mentstance ofrejectingrebel demands
toresume peacenegotiations.

"We will strengthen armed forces
in terms of men, material, ideas and
weapons,” Wickremanayake said
during a debate on the defence
budget. "We are ready to meet any
threat to this sovereign nation.”

Parliament Monday approved

defence spending of 56.29 billion
rupees (541 million dollars) for 2005,
up eight percent from 52.08 billion
rupees this year. Analysts said the
increase isnegligible when measured
against double-digit inflation and a
nine percent weakening of the rupee
againstthe dollar inthe pastyear.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Tigers to the speech.
But the rebels' website carried a
letter from public organisations in
the rebel-held Wanni region, saying
they feared the country was slipping
backtowar.

"We feel that we are being pushed
again into the war era as the perma-
nent peace eagerly expected by all
the people has collapsed,” said the
letter posted on the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam peace secre-
tariat website,

PHOTO: AFP
An Indian Kashmiri woman holds a sign during a day-long hunger strike by
moderate separatists in Srinagar yesterday. Moderate separatists in Indian-
administered Kashmir have started a day-long fast to protest alleged human
rights abuses by Indiantroops, police and witnesses said.
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VEHICLES FOR SALE

TM International (Bangladesh) Limited hereby invites Sealed Tender for sale of Toyota Windom,
Toyota Vista, Toyota Carina, Honda Accord and Toyota Land Cruiser Prado vehicles “as Is
where is basis", The vehicles can be inspected at the TMIB Banani office House-02, Road-09,
Block-G, Banani, Dhaka-1213 between 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. excepl Friday, Saturday and

Tender must be dropped into the Tender Box No 02 kept at TMIB HR Division, Silver Tower Sth
floor, 52 Gulshan South C/A, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212 on or befare 15-12-2004 by 2:30 p.m.
Please drop the quotation lo box no-02 by mentioning releranca_no HR/Box-2/40/Y04 & subject

TM International (Bangladesh) Limited reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Tenders
partially or wholly without assigning any reasan thereof. The delails of vehicles are as follows:

Sl. | Registration Type and model Date of
number of vehicles registration

01. | Dhaka Metro Toyota Windom 30-01-1997
Bha-11-0114 Madel-1994, 2958cc

02. | Dhaka Metro Toyota Vista 22-10-1997
Ga-12-5470 Model-1994, 1838cc

03. | Dhaka Metro Toyota Carina 16-01-1997

.- Ga-11-9530 Model]-1993, 1838cc

04. | Dhaka Metro Honda Accord 20-01-1997
Ga-11-9606 Model-1993, 1800cc

05. | Dhaka Metro Toyota L Cruiser Prado 03-01-1999
Gha-11-2301 Model-1997, 2700 cc :

Head Office : Sth Floor BRAC Centre, 75 Mohakhall Commercial Area, Dhaka-1212
Tel: - 9867148; Fax: - (880-2) 386 4563
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