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PREVENTION OF GLOBAL WARMING

Kyoto Protocol comes to life

HARUN UR RASHID

T HE recent approval of
Russia's parliament (Duma)
of the ratification of the 1997
Kyoto Protocol on global warming is
expected to bring the treaty into
effect early next year. This is a good
news to everyone who is concerned
with the rise of global warming
Russia produces about 17 percent of
global greenhouse gases.

Although the treaty was con-
cluded seven years ago in Kyoto
(Japan), it remained in the cold
because the Bush administration
declared its opposition to the treaty
and the USis the greatest polluter on
earth (about 36 per cent of green-
house gases). Many environmental-
ists say that the environmental
record of the Bush administration is
the worst in recent US history.
However, memberstates of the
European Union (EU) have ratified
the treaty and they produceabout 24
percent ofglobal dioxide emissions.

The treaty can come into effect
when at least 55 countries account-
ing for 55 per cent of the world's
emissions have ratified it. Although
more than 70 countries have ratified
it, the treaty could not come into
effect because it did not satisfy the
 otherrequirement, i.e, 55 per cent of
the world's emissions. This had
occurred because the US and Russia
have not ratified it. Now Russia's
ratification is very crucial and will
put the figure past 55 per cent

“magic figure" required for the
treaty cominginto force.

Possible reasons for
Russia's approval
Until recently, Russia was not seen
as interested in ratifying the proto-
col because it believed that it would
harm its interests as an oil-
producing country (it exports about
9.42 million barrels of oil per day).
The change of heart was reported to
be for many reasons and some
deserve mention.

Some analysts say that Russia has
made a deal with the EU. The EU

Global warming and

the environment

The concentration of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere helps deter-
mine Earth's surface temperature.
Both carbon dioxide and tempera-
ture of the earth have risen since
1950. Scientists recently have found
out that the emission of carbon
dioxide has doubled during the last
two years, raising fear that the world
may be on the brink of runaway
global warming.

Carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases are trapped within the
atmosphere of Ll'Te earth that have
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could not be identified.

Since the earth has been warmer,
it has been reported that since the
1960s, global snow-cover has
decreased by about 10 per cent,
mountain glaciers in non-polar
regions are in widespread retreat,
and winter icy spells in the northern
hemisphere are two week shorter
than a century ago. The Khumbu
glacier of Mount Everest is reported
to have retreated by 5 km down the
slope of the mountain. All these

phenomena have been occurring
because of global warming,
Other ice fields in the Arctic have

Global warming is a threat to the muthar Earth and its mhah:tants lt is a global prob-
lem and it has to be addressed globally. The slogan is: “Think globally but act locally."

This generation must make decisions so that future generations will live within healthy
environment. All countries must act together to reduce the greenhouse gases protect-
ing the Earth, now and into the future, backpedaling the single-minded pursuit of

profit and growth by emission of greenhouse gases.

will support Russia's application for
membership to the WTO in return
for Russia's ratification of the Kyoto
Protocol. Second, Russia's
approval of the treaty is intended to
offset international criticism of its
harshness towards Chechnya and
the bad publicity it received in the
West for the recent announcement
of President Putin's political
reforms that are seen to be contrary
to democracy. Finally, since the
treaty allows the sale of surplus
carbon credits -- a surplus Russia
expects to gain -- well-connected
Russians will seek to profit from
credit sales. Whatever may be the
reasons, Russia's participation in
the protocol leaves the US in the
coldandisolated.

caused global warming. The more
carbon dioxide is released in the
atmosphere, the warmer the planet
gets. Environmentalists say that the
burning of fossil fuels (petrol, coal,
etc) is poisonous to the tarth
because as the earth warms, the
absorption of carbon dioxide by
vegetation -- known as carbon sink -
- isreduced.

Itis reported that greenhouse gas
emissions in the US will increase 43
per cent in that country between
now and 2020. The petrol-
producing countries are hesitant to
accept this finding and they argue
that the earth is getting warmer
because of a natural change, Cli-
mate is never uniform and changes
from year to year, decade to decade,
because of the natural cycle that

also shrunk dramatically. In 2003, it
is reported that large areas of open
ocean have appeared near Russia,
Alaska, and Canada. Some climate
models project that the ice in the
arctic region will be gone in summer
bytheend ofthe century.

Icebergs as big as 11,400 square
km, four times the arca of Long
Island of New York, broke away from
Antarcticin 2000. In March 2002, the
collapse of the ice shelf, as big as
3,250 square km from Antarctic re-
ignited serious fears of global warm-
ing and its catastrophic knock-on
effects on low-lying lands including
Bangladesh.

Asice melts and warmer seawater
expands, the oceans will rise. How
much dependslargely on howmuch
carbon dioxide and other green-

house gases continue to emit. Scien-
tists have projected serious weather
and climate changes. Siberia and
Canada could experience a warmer,
wetter climate. Other regions could
suffer more frequent and severe
droughts. Higher global tempera-
ture may give rise to storms and
hurricanes (some Caribbean islands
and Florida had experienced three
hurricanes in one month with dev-
astatingloss oflivesand property).

Rising sea level could engulf
many island-countries (Maldives in
the Indian Ocean and Tuvalu and
Nauru in the Pacific Ocean). It may
also adversely affect Bangladesh.
Experts believe that the rise could
affect more than 70 million people
in China, 60 per cent of the popula-
tion in the coastal districts of Ban-
gladesh, 15 per cent of the popula-
tion of the Netherlands and 10 per
cent of Egypt's population in the
lower Nile delta. Furthermore the
US is not immune from such oceur-
rence. It is reported that a 17,000
square km (size of Connecticut and

.New Jersey) in the US is expected to
be submerged under water.

The Executive Director of the
Nairobi-based UN Environment
Programme Dr. Klaus Topfer states:
"Ocean -related issues will almost
certainly dominate the interna-
tional agenda during this century: If
as predicted the Earth's continued
warming could accelerate seal-level
rise and add up to 1 metre to the
depthofouroceans.”

Why was the Kyoto

Protocol agreed?

International action on global basis
is an imperative need to reduce the
emissions of greenhouse gases, An
international agreement was nego-
tiated in 1997 in Kyoto to limit the
emission of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases that scien-
tists believe contribute to global
warming. The Kyoto Protocol
requires participating countries to
reduce emissions on average by 5.2
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OW-A-DAYS, 'Road Safety’
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tion of all in our country.
Nothjng perhaps can be more dis-
turbing than the anomalous situa-
tion prevailing in our road transpor-
tation sector. Numbers of pre-
mature deaths and those becoming
disabled are going to be phenome-
nal. Persons moving out and their
mates and relatives staying back at
home always remain tensed till they
meet again. This is obviously regret-
table. Usually a question peeps in
our mind: why an accident must
take place when we all are aware of
the consequence? The reasons that
come to mind then, are: a) Rush
driving; b) Inconvenient road
design; ¢) Lack of consciousness of
the pedestrian; d) Ignorance of
driver; e) Impatience of driver; f)
Overloading; g} Over confidence
and overtaking; h) Faulty movement
planning. That means both slowand
fast moving vehicles on the same
lane, when it's obviously impossible
for slow moving vehicles to keep
abrest with the fast movingones.

As road accidents have consecu-
tively increased we must take some
measures both short term and long
term to contain it by bringing about
change inthe prevalentsituation.
Short termsteps
(i) Advertisements to make drivers,
pedestrians and others concerned
conscious should be publicised
through radio, newspaper, televi-
sion. Leaflet, poster etc. can also
play aneffectiverole.

(ii) In most accidents of our

issue and has! drawn attén- ©

Discipline must prevail on the road

country pedestrians are victimised.
Theyshould be educated about how
to use roads. Media can create pub-
lic awareness through publicity. [n
our country, at the beginning gen-
eral mass had little idea of family
planning. Only publicity has created
s0 much public awareness. Besides,
drivers should show their patience.
They can save themselves, passen-
gers and the transport from dangerif
they drive with patience.

(iii) Different NGOs may be
engaged in this activity. At present,
NGOs are investing huge amounts of
money in the fields of education,
health and so on and so forth. We
may try to convince them to keep
funds for road safety activities, too,

(iv) Drivers physical and mental

conditions and, above all, training
with attractive allowance are most
important for safety of the occu-
pants of the vehicles as well as safety
of the pedestrians. In our country
many accidents are caused by ill-
trained drivers, some of them even
having fake drivinglicence.

(v) Laws must be enforced and
even reinforced, if necessary, to
check overloading of all kinds of
transports. Government has taken
the initiative to resist it many times
but it is- yet to be visible. In this
respect, labour unions may also be
engaged to ensure implementation.
Longtermplan
(i) Education about use of road,
footpath, may be added in our
syllabus in the lower classes and
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advanced ideas may be incorpo-
rated in higher classes, This long-
term plan, if materialised, will bring
about a drastic change in our soci-
ety; our next generation will gain
clear knowledge about road safety.
(i) Wrong geometric design of
roads is one of the cardinal prob-
lems. Most of our highways were
previously the district council roads,
which have been upgraded. As a
result, the horizontal alignments in

some cases lack proper geometric |
. 1
standard. Unusual curvature on the

highway often happen to be so0
narrow that the drivers can't notice
the upcoming vehicle. Every year a
huge amount of money is allotted

for infrastructure improvement, but |

itisn'tworkingin proper way.
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ASB Research Fellowship

Applications are invited in plain paper with CV and two
photographs for two Research Fellowships: one from the
Ph.D. candidates in their final year and the other from the

Ph.D. degree holders:

Discipline:
Monthly schalarship:

Humanities/ Science/ Social Science

TK. 4,000 for Ph.D. and TK. 5,000 for post-
doctoral research.

Duration ;
Last date ;

One year

Age limit:

31 December 2004

40 maximum for Ph.D. and 55 maximum for

post-doctoral candidates.

Candidates for Ph.D. scholarship should submit their CV
along with the report of progress supported by the concerned
Department/Supervisor and Post-doctoral candidates should
submit their research proposals along with their applications.
Persons availing themselves of any other scholarship
elsewhere will not be eligible to apply. Final research
findings/report must be submitted to the office on completion

of the research period.

General Secretary
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
5, Old Secretariat Road, Nimtali, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

Phone: 7168940
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1., other organisations, should, come

(iii) The profit that comes from
the investment on road safety is
more than other fields of the trans-
,port. So bath the government and

forward to invest in and improve
condition of road safety measures.

(iv) The slow moving and fast
moving vehicles must be separated.
Four lanes may be introduced on the
highway for smooth moving of the
vehicles.

Above all, effective enforcement
of traffic rules is one of the prerequi-
sites for road safety and accident
prevention. Any good law without
effective enforcement is nothing
more than a piece of legislation. To
ensure road safety, traffic police
should be trained to direct their
focus on safety issues and enforce
law and rules concerned with safety
related offences.

It's high time the government
had taken urgent steps to formulate
a road safety strategy and we all
stretched our helping hands to

per cent by 2012 compared to 1990
emissions, It is the only interna-
tional treaty that provides manda-
tory targets and timetables to
reduce emission of gases for indus-
trialised countries.

Another interesting feature of the
Kyoto Protocol is the carbon-credits,
the name given to undefined units
designed to offset green house gas
pollution. The idea is that a country-
polluter must purchase credits or
face furtheraction. Ithasbeencalcu-
lated that 20 trees offset some of the
polluting effects of a car driven
100km. A common example being
canvassed is the purchase or lease of
forest areas in other countries,
mostly developing countries, to act
as "sinks" for the excess carbon being
emitted by polluter-countries.,

Conclusion

David Suzuki, the noted Canadian
environmentalist, is of the view that
due to environmental degradation,
the planet has changed almost
beyond recognition. He has further
stated that, "Only a few decades ago,
the quality of our water, soil, and air
were radically different.... If biologist
are correct, virtually all wilderness
on the planet will disappear within
the next thirty years."

Global warming is a threat to the
mother Earth and its inhabitants, It
is a global problem and it has to be
addressed globally. The slogan is:
"Think globally but act locally." This
generation must make decisions so
that future generations will live
within healthy environment. All
countries must act together to
reduce the greenhouse gases pro-
tecting the Earth, now and into the
future, backpedaling the single-
minded pursuit of profit and growth
by emission of greenhouse gases.
Baristar Harun ur Rashid is a former Bangladesh
Ambassador o tha UN, Genava.

Partnership to end
gender violence

SHAMIMA PERVIN
M ORE than hundred years ago Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar (1820-

91) commented sorrowfully: 'In a society in which the men folk

have no mercy, no religion, no sense of justice, no sense of good
or bad, in which mere conventionality is considered the chief activity and
supreme religion, let no more women born'. Perhaps, male behaviour
towards women compared to their time did not change much in
Bangladesh.

Cross-cultural studies across the world show that predominantly men
are the perpetrator and women are the victims of gender based violence.
Therefore, men folk are always treated as opposition as far as violence
against women is concern. Except few cases men also very rarely come
forward to challenge gender based violence whether it is occurring in
private or in public. Therefore, predominant approach to eliminate or
reduce gender-based violence is blaming the perpetrators and punishing
them. However, following this approach no society claimed success to end
violence against women, asitcould nottouch the core reason of violence.

Very often it is considered that men are biologically aggressive and vio-
lent. They use force in their everyday life to fulfil their biological demand,
However, studies indicate that reason of violence against women is social
rather than biological. All men even in a given society are not same. Men's
attitudes, behaviour varies with their class, age, education and so on.
Justification for male violence generally occur from gender norms -~ that is,
social norms about the proper roles and responsibilities of men and women.
In most cases men are considered as providers and maintainers for the
family. Conversely, women are expected to tend the house and mind the
children and obey and respect their husbands. A man could be violentif he
perceives that his wife has somehow failed in her role. For instance, in
Bangladesh, women are abused at home just for not obeying husband, not
having food ready on time, failing to care adequately for the children and old
persons, going somewhere without husband's permission, refusing sexwith
and questioning husband about money or his extra marital relationship,

Predominant male and female roles are taught to boys and girls from
early childhoad, not achieved biologically. From childhood men learn to
use violence if women are unable to fulfil their roles. Indeed an ability to
dominate women is perceived as a display of manhood. Therefore, there
seems little hope for reducing violence against women if present gender
norms and roles continue. Men as well as women need tolearn new social
behaviour and norms. Therefore, building partnership with mento change
their behaviour is an important part of any solution of violence against
women. It is time to encourage men to examine their assumptions about
gender roles and behabiour and become agents for change towards con-
taining gender based violence. So work with rather than against men to
develop more inclusive, relevant responses to violence prevention to
benefitthesociety.

Shamima Pervin is National Expert, UNDP

circumstances as follows:

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD

Mymensingh Road Division
Mymensingh

RHD Tender Corrigendum Notice

_ This is to notified for all concerned that the Tender Notice No. 04/EE/MRD/2004-2005
circulated vide this office Memo No. 2552/27 dt. 09-11-2004 has been amended for unavoidable

Sl Item Invitation Tender Notlce Amended |

NU:.-L. i !{"Ft yiriniacd b 3 ¥ Yrarry

12. | Tender last selling date | 18-12-2004 in durmg the omce 26 |z 2004 in during the office
& lime haurs hours

13. | Tender closing date and | 19-12-2004 at 12:00 Noon 27-12-2004 at 12.00 Noon
time

14. | Tender opening date and | 19-12-2004 at 3.00 PM 27-12-2004 at 3:00 PM
time

16. | Eligibility of tenderers

Amount of Turnover:

Package No. 1: Tk. 6.00 crore
Package No. 2: Tk. 3.00 crore
Package No. 3: Tk, 3.00 crore

Amount of Turnover:

Package No. 1: Tk. 9.00 crore
Package No. 2: Tk. 5.00 crore
Package No. 3: Tk. 5,00 crore

Amount of Financial Capabilities:
Package No. 1: Tk, 35.00 lac
Package No. 2: Tk. 20.00 lac
Package No. 3:Tk. 20.00 lag

Amount of Financial Capabilities:
Package No. 1: Tk. 6.00 crore
Package No. 2; Tk. 3.00 crore
Package No. 3:Tk. 3.00 crore

tender.

All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged. This corrigendum is part & parcel of the

Md Jalilur Rahman Pramanik

make the motive a success. No more : Execulive Engineer (RHD
road accidents. gF1P2:1EgO 12-4/12/04 Mymensingh Road DIUISI(])I'I
Shahidul Azam s a motorvehicla inspecior of BRTA. Mymensingh
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Why City University?

from home & abroad

accessories

facility

Counseling
® On-Campus job opportunities

universities

post-graduate studies abroad

Admission Eligibility

HSC and SSC.

Level in two subjects.

University

. creal ng @ ceullire o/ evcedlonce

® Distinguished permanent & visiting faculty

® Generous Financial aid and merit based
Scholarships (up to 100%) & instaliment payments

@ Full fumnished Computer lab with latest PC

® World-class climate controlled class rooms
® (Comprehensive Library & hi-speed Intemet lab

® [Internship facility/Job placement/Carrier

® Successful professionals as guest-speakers
® Auditorium with PA and multimedia projector
® Academic collaborations with foreign

@ Active participation in extra-curricular

activities: debates, seminars, sports, qgames, ete.
o Syllabi designed to suit credit transfers and

® Second Division or its equivalent in GPA in

® Or 0' Level with GPA of 2.00 in the scale of
4,00 where A=4, Be3, 5-2 D=1 & E=0 and A‘

admission open for

Spring2005

semester

majars:
Finance, Banking and Tnsurane
Marke [il]t] Operation M

Hum
Managem

Managem

Human Resource M;

f I\ppllcatlan deadlme Decemher 22 2004-
s (QOther pm-unimsity 12 -year  school ﬂnal 8 —
certificates may be taken fnto consideration.

Students awaiting final result of HSC, A-Level'or High
School Certification Exam are atso eligible to apply, et

f\dmlssmﬂ Test Decetnher 23 200’.
Classes start January 31 2005

Scholarship / Tuition Discounts

GPA Obtained | Tuition fee waiver up to
at H.5.C Level two consecutive Semesters
4.50 to 5.00 L00%

4.00 to 4.49 B0%

3.50 to 3,99 50%
3.00 to 3.49 15%
2,50 to 2.99 10%

Scholarship Based on Academic
Performance at City University

CGPA per Semester Tuition fee waiver
4.00 PRI 3
3.60 0%
3.20 IS"!-

Principal Officers

Prof. Dr. M. Shamsul Haque. Vice Chancallor
PhD (Manchester), MBA (Indfana), M.Com
Former Professor & Director of 1BA. DU

Prof, Dr. Sadrel Anvin Latifur Reza, Pro VC
M.A, DU, MA (Manchester), PhO (Sussex)
Farmer Head of Economics Dept., Dhaka University

Dr. Mizanur Rahman Shelley, Chief Advisor
Former Honorable Minister
Government of the Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh

M. Syed Almas Kabir, Vice President
B.Sc (Engg), MSM (USA)

For further information, please contact 2

Registrar's affice

40, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dbaka-1213
Telephones : 9893983, 9861543, 017-6350003
.~ E-mail : admissions@City.edu.bd
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