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Grand fiesta of photography

The third Chobi Mela begins today

HARUN UR RASHID

HE third edition of the

internationally acclaimed

festival of photographers,
Chobi Mela, opens todayin the city.
Revered Mexican digital photogra-
pherPedro Meyer raises the curtain
on this grand bicnnial event today
at 4pm at Alliance Francaise. Pre-
sided over by festival director
Shahidul Alam, the opening cere-
mony will be attended by TareK Al-
Ghoussain of the United Arab
Emirates and Geerte Wachter of the
Prince Claus Fund, the Nether-
lands. )

Opening with the exhibition of
legendary Norwegian photogra-
pher Morten Krogvold, this year's
festival presents photographic
works on the theme Resistance,
which artists have interpreted in
the widest sense possible. One of
the objectives of the festival is to
discover the current state of pho-
tography in the region while plac-
ing present day photographic
practice in a broader international
context. The nature of work ranges
from fine art photography to con-
ceptual practices te photojournal-
ism, industrial photography and
digital imaging.

Young Madonna by Pedro Meyer

The whole event features 38
exhibitions of about 90 photogra-
phers from 17 countries of the
world. Among these 10 are mobile
displays and nine are group exhi-
bitions. The exhibitions will take
place at seven venues of the city--
Alliance Francaise, Goethe

Institut, British Council, Russian

Cultural Centre, Muldhara Inter-
national Centre, Drik Gallery and

"Abahani ground!

The festival also contains work-
shops and seminars on various
aspects of photography, lectures,
presentations and six film shows.
After the opening ceremony, the
first of the seminars, conducted by

Pedro Meyer, will take place at
Alliance Frangaise. Besides, Tay
Kay Chin of Singapore, Dick
Doughty of the USA, Manit
Sriwanichpoom of Thailand, Tarek
Al-Ghoussein, of the UAE, Rupert
Grey and Liz Wells of the UK, Usha
Titikshu of Nepal, Morten
Krogvold of Norway and others
will present differentseminars and
lectures:

The film shows feature Cuban
Trisha Ziff, UK documentary film
Injustice, James Nachtwey's two-
hour film War Photographer,
IndianJoshyJoseph's film Wearing
the Face and English Gideon Men-
del's films on HIV/AIDS.

The opening ceremony will
honour fourlegendary Bangladeshi
photographers--Golam' Kashem
Daddy, Alokchitracharya Monzoor
Alalm Beg, Amanul Haque and
Shamsul Islam Almazi.

A ten-day focus of the festival
will be "Little Asia'--an exhibition
of Asian photographers from
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Singapore, Japan,
Malaysia, Iran and host Bangla-
desh. The largest exhibition of the
festival will showcase 1068 photo-
graphs at the Abahani ground at
Dhanmondi.

The Chobi Mela IIT will run till
December23.

Immanuel Kant
The CAT production deplcts the web of deception

ERSHAD KAMOL

What is the position of a true intel-
lectual in society? What treatment
does he receive in the materialistic
world? The dramatist, Thomas
Bernhard, in his play Immanuel

Kanr, is of the view that the philoso- |

phers do not get their due. Not only
that, they face negligence, dishon-
ourand decepuan

The play is a landmark: it is the
first time that Austrian contempo-
rary novelist-playwright Thomas
Bernhard's drama has been staged
in Bangladesh. Centre for Asian
Theatre (CAT) in co-operation with
Goethe-Institute Dhaka, staged
Immanuel Kant, translated by Nurul
Huda, on December 4 at the Goethe-
Institutauditorium.

Before the show, Dr Markas Litz,
Director of Goethe-Institute Dhaka,
briefed the audience on the play. He
described Immanuel Kant as asurre-
alistic work. There is a varation
between reality and fiction. In fact,
German philosopher Immanuel
Kant had never gone outside the
German city of K'l:'m.igsbmF. How-
ever, in his theatrical fantasy,
Thomas has presented Kant in a
ship travelling to USA, to receive an
honorary Doctorate degree from
Colombia University as well as for a

glaucomasurgery on his eye.
Director and designer of the play
Kamaluddin Nilu said, 'The play is

an experimental production. Visual
script reading on the stage is a
popular art form in the West to

introduce a tough play or a new
dramatist. 1 have applied the per-
forming art form here to introduce
the Austrian playwright's drama in
Bangladesh.'

Bernhard, in the play, has pre-
sented Immanuel Kant, the 18th
century German philosopher (1724~
1804) as the backdrop of the USA's
attack on Cambodia in 1970. In
Immanuel Kant, the protagonist
travelsinaship tothe USAalong with
his wife, a servant and a parrot that
memorises the philosophical dis-
course delivered by Kant. Through
the dialogues of Kant with other
ordihary people on the board,
Bemhard has presented the innate
evil instincts of human beings as well
as the web of deception that traps a
thoughtfulmaninsociety.

As director, Nilu lent his unique
professional touch to the production.
Each ofhis performers read the script.
Through outstanding choreography,
with background music and symbolic
light effects, director Nilu, created a
ship on the empty Shamima
Aktar, in the role of the parrot, per-
formcd exceptionallywell,

For theatre goers, Immanuel
Kant was a unique departure from
the run of the mill theatre produc-
tion.

« minister said,

2ND INTERNATIONAL
F1LM FESTIVAL BANGLADESH

Films for children

Inauguration of the Children's Showcase

NOVERA DEEPITA

The Children's Showcase of the 2nd
International’ Film Festival was
inaugurated at the Shishu Academy
auditorium Saturday last. The occa-
sion was a landmark as it was the
first time a film festival had a spe-
cial session for the younger gener-
ation. Eight movies are to be
screened between December 4-8
at the same venue, exclusively for
children who can watch the mov-
ieswithoutany ticket.

The event was inaugurated by
the Special' Olympic Gold medal-
list Nipa Bose while Khurshid
Jahan Hagq, State Minister for
Women's and Children Affairs, was
present as the chief guest. Appreci-
ating the effort of the organiser, the
'Films should not
only entertain the children. This
showcasing of movies for children
should ensure education through
entertainment.'! Among others,
Chairman of the festival commit-
tee MM Rezaul Karim, Chairman
of Shishu Academy Zubaida
Gulshan Ara, President of Bangla-
desh Federation of Film Societies
Habibur Rahman and the Conve-
nor of the Children's Showcase
Rahman Mustafiz also spoke on
the occasion.

After the inaugural
programme, Bombaier Bombete,
based on the classic detective
story of legendary filmmaker-
writer Satyajit Ray, was screened.

Sandip Ray directs the film with
a little change in the story. The
story is about the famous detec-
tive Feluda and his two compan-
ions--Topshey and Lalmohan
Ganguly alias Jatayu. Jatayu is

Lotus Lantern, one of the films in Children's Showcase

invited to Mumbai because a
famous director is making a Hindi
film based on one of his detective
stories. Before going to Mumbai he
was requested by a disguised man
*to take a book and give it to one of
his relatives in Mumbai. The prob-
lems begin when a murder occurs
in the city of the world's biggest
film industry. The trio gets
embroiled in various mysterious
events. With a strong observation
power and sharp intelligence,
Feluda solves the mysteries and
successfully detects the man
behind the crime.

The stories of Bangalee detective
Feluda date back to the late 1980s,
However, the character still has a
strong appeal for children of all
times who identify themselves with
the characters of Feluda or Topshey.
The movie is the third movie of the

Feluda series that was made for the.

television. This is the first Feluda

film by Sandip Ray who has fol-
lowed the good old style of
filmmaking of his father Satyajit
Ray. The best element of the movie
is the background music done by
Sandip. Actor Sabyashachi
Chatterjee, who played Feluda, has
done the role superbly, The cinema-
tographywas also quite attractive.

The arrangement by the organis-
ers of the film festival, however, was
not worth mentioning. Technical
difficulties marred the screening of
the film. The projectionscreen'was
toosmall andeven the qualityofthe
film was below average. The lacka-
daisical attitude of the organisers
led toa dwindling audience.

The other films of the session
are Bangladeshi films Tiktiki; Rani
Khaler Shanko and Story. for
Human by Rezanur Rahman,
Chinese films Baseball Boys, Lotus
Lantern, Little Tiger Bonbon and
Iranian film CityofMice. |

Miss Peru takes Miss World crown

REUTERS

The victorious new Miss World is studying tobe a

Twenty- year—o]d Miss Peru was crowned Miss World
on Saturday in a southern Chinese resort town, as
China looks set to become the regular host of this

event.

was its host town, Sanya.

'I don't speak very good English. But the smiles of
the people transcend language,' she said through an

interpreter.

Viewers from around the world called in to vote for
contestants, choosing Garcia over runner-up Miss
Dominican Republic, Claudia Julissa Cruz Rodri-
guez. The second runner-up was Miss USA Nancy

Randall.

In 2002 the contest moved to Britain from Nigeria

afteracontroversy.

This was the second year the Miss World contest
was held in Sanya, on the semi-tropical island of
Hainan, and organisers have applied to hold the
eventat the same venue nextyear, the official Xinhua

newsagencyreported.

Far from clinging to Mao- -era norms, when
makeup and high fashion were considered counter-
revolutionary, the sauthern city has embraced the
pageantas away to boost its tourisin potential.

Maria Julia Mantilla Garcia, dressed in a shimmer-
ing blue dress, burstinto tears at the announcement,
after winning the hearts of the audience saying that
what she would miss most about the competition

dance.

high school teacher and enjoys painting, films and
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Shompurno Rangin

OnChannel-i at9:30 p.m.

Genre: Drama Serial

Cast: Bulbul Ahmed, DilaraZaman, Rumana

StuartLittle2
OnHBO at9:30 p.m.
Genre: Family/ Adventure

Cast: Michel J Fox, Greena Devis, Hough Lourie

e

8.55

Heathers

- 10:00 Shanghai Knighs- 00
1200 creapstmwli | 4040 Hit Fimeln Hit
1sn - Sangeel-20M

_ TS
| 10:45 The Hither.

‘ Spmtslm {R}
11:00

Hitz (R




