POLLUTION IN BALU RIVER

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

Amid increasing pollution uf
the Balu river, Dhaka Water
and Sewerage Authority
(Wasa) has decided to change
the intake point of surface
watersource of the Shitalakhya
for Sayedabad Water Treat-
ment Plant.

"We have to shift the intake
point four to five kilometres
away from existing point of
intake, which is near Baluriver,
as the water of Shitalakhya is
being polluted by factory and
human waste through Balu
river," said a high official of
Wasa.

The change will be made for
the first and second phase of
the water treatment plant
project. Danida and Swedish
SIDA have already agreed to
fund the second phase which
will cost Tk 600 crore. Ori-
ginally the cost was estimated

at Tk 250 crore but it will take
another Tk 350 crore to install
pipes and other facilities for a
5-kmlongintake pipe.

A team of foreign experts,
which worked at the spot until
Eid, will prepare areportonthe
second phase soon, said the
Wasa official.

The Sayedabad Water Treat-
ment Plant was constructed to
use surface water from
Shitalakhya reducing the
dependency on groundwater.
Its second phase was designed
atthe timewhen the first phase
started in 1996.

The plant, jointly funded by
the governments of Bangla-
deshand France and theWorld
Bank, uses water from the
Shitalakhya. After a feasibility
study in 1990s, the river was
selected because of its easy
access to the plant and quality
of water.

But the Shitalakhya is now

1 8 @he Bﬂﬂg ﬁ’mr DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 5, 2004

being polluted by the Balu
river, which is polluted by
industrial waste of the city. The
Sayedabad Water Treatment
Plant receives Shitalakhya
water from the point where
Baluriver meelts Shitalakhya.

The plant which started
operations in July 2002, pro-
vides 22.5 crore litres of water
daily, which meet 15 percent
demand of the city residents.
The second phase will provide
another 22,5 crore litres to
raise the percentage to 30
percent.

The present water demand
in the city is 200 crore litres of
which 150 crore litres arebeing
supplied from deep tube-wells
and the treatment plants. The
Chandni Ghat treatment plant
provides 4 crorelitresa day.

The main source is under-
ground water lifted by deep
tube-wells. Dhaka Wasa sup-
plies 124 crore litres water

from underground and the rest
from surface sources.

Wasa observed that the
water quality of the
Shitalakhya and Buriganga is
gradually deteriorating due to
dumping of wastage. There-
fore, it has become necessary
to find new sources of surface
water for treating in the
plants.

Officials said Wasa had
earlier planned to take sur-
face water from the Padma
for its Pagla plant estimated
to cost about Tk 1700 crore.
The Padma water would be
used in this plant for Dhaka
City after pumpingit at Mawa
point.

The proposed Pagla water
treatment plant to be con-
structed with Chinese assis-
tance would provide another
45 crore litres of wateraday.

‘Wasa shifts water intake point for
Sayedabad plant § '

TEA TIME AT TONGI

Devotees take a break to take tea between prayers and sermons while a tea seller makes brisk business at Tongi, the
venue of Biswa ljtema, where tens of thousands from home and abroad gathered to join the biggest Islamic congregation
next to Hajj in Makkah, The three-day ljtema will conclude today.

Karwan Bazar not free
from extortion

Crty CORRESPONDENT
Sl[ent mnmon stil.l gucs 0}1 at the Karwan Bazm:
wholesale market despite the deaths of notorious

1 crmna!s'Plchchi Hannan and Shahabuddin.

"The to controlléd the drea’s extortion rackets

¢ but'even after they were killed, there has béen no

respite forlocal businessmen.

“The extortionists are very powerful and they
have been active for a long time with help from the
police. Theyhave even filed a false caseand had my
brother, who is the general secretary of Ekota fish
wholesale market, arrested as he protested against
the extortion. The situation is tense at the
moment," said awholesaler.

The wholesalers alleged that the death of
Shahabuddin, who was once the president of
Karwan Bazar kitchen market committee, was the
result of an internal feud between members and
extortionists.

"The committee members are always in negoti-
ationwith the extortionists and also profit from the
extorted money," said anotherwholesaler.,

Businessmen of Karwanbazar wholesale market
had hoped that the presence of the Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) and the death of the two gang
leaders would put an end to their miseries but it
did neverhappened.

Fish wholesalers each used to pay Tk 160 every-
day to the market committee as 'protection’ toll
before 'Pichchi® Hannan died. The committee
reportedly paid a partof thatamount to Hannan.

"We are still paying the same amount to the
committee as other extortionists havestepped into
the shoes of their deceased leaders,” said a fish
wholesaler.

Most wholesalers this correspondent spoke to
said Shahjahan Siraj Shaju and Nurul Islam were
now collecting tollsin the name of protecting them
from extortionists.

"Extortionists are taking the tolls promising the

wholesalers protection from extortion!" said one
businessman.

The extortionists even make the wholesalers
pay a toll for using the roads around the market
duringloadingand unloading,

"Whenever we
the kitchen matket, we have to give them a certain
amount for using the space. Children are
employed to keep watch on the space. The real
extortionists never show themselves," said a vege-
table wholesaler.

Businessmen who come to the market from

keep goods on the road in front of

different parts of the country are also targets of
extortionists.

"We cannot hire a truck in this area. We have to
pay the extortionists Tk1500 to arrange a truck and

,,also have to pay the truck's rent which is another

500Taka atleast," said awhaolesaler. \d

The systematic and silent extortion in
Karwanbazarisaffecting the prices.

"Because of the extortion, many wholesalers
are going out of business and the price is also
pushing upwards,” said a wholesaler at the fish
market.

Fish wholesalers at Karwan Bazar claim that extortion by local hoodlums has increased drastically
and they face heavy losses in their business.
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