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& Poetry collection of

Shamsur Rahman launched

HE November 2 evening at

the Liberation War Museum

was a nostalgic one as intel-
lectuals of the country reminisced
on the best contemporary Bangla
poet Shamsur Rahman. The occa-
sion was the launching of Somoy
Prakashan's collection of the poet's
poems Shera Shamsur Rahman
(Best of Shamsur Rahman) to cele-
brate his 75th birth anniversary. The
book s edited by Saleh Chowdhury.
Mustafa Nurul Islam, Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, Nirmalendu Goon,
Humayun Ahmed spoke at the
programme presided over by ABM
Musa.

'Fond readers are the worst edi-
tors asitis hard forthem to select the
best out of one's complete works,'
asserted Saleh Chowdhury. 'Al-
though not all poems of a poet are
best, but Shamsur Rahman is excep-
tional. Many creations of the poet
have been lost in time, especially his
translations of the poems of Khwaja
Farid. Only 41 songs the poet has
written are found out of almost 250,
heinformed.

‘When we were drifted away from
the romantic poets like Jibanananda
Das and Buddhadev Basu and
inspired by the poems of Sukanta
Bhattacharya, Subhash
Mukhopadhyay, Nazim Hikmet and
the Russian poet Vladimir
Mayakovoski during 1947-'48,
Shamsur Rahman came to the scene.
His Telemachus, Asader Shirt,
Bornomala, Amar Dukhini
Bornomala, Swadhinota Tumi have
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Poet Shamsur Rahman signs on books for his fans

eamned timeless appeal. His famous
lineslike Choter pordashoriyedekhi
kothay achhi depict the turmoil of
our present time. Or, through the
line Udbhot uter pithey cholechhey
swadesh we can realise the situation
of the whole Bangla', said a nostal-
gic Mustafa Nurul Islam.
Nirmalendu Goon, Humayun
Ahmed, Zillur Rahaman Siddiqui

and ABM Musa pointed out differ-
ent facets of the poet that reveal his
versatility as a translator, lyricist
and novelist apart from his poetic
identity.

Shera Shamsur Rahman con-
tains 122 poems, two novels, two
short stories, 38 essays, 26 rhymes,
41 songs, memoirs, letters and
excerpts of an interview taken by

Humayun Azad, Dedicated to
Humayun Azad, the book is priced
atTk 500.

The evening started with Lily
Islam's rendition of Tagore's
Anondolokey mongolalokey and
one of Shamsur Rahman's famous
patriotic songs--Amar onek rin
achhey. Pragna Laboni and Kazi Arif
recited poems of Shamsur Rahman.

; CELEBRATING THE HARVEST

. Tho seads, which were sowed during

- the rainy season, have now grown into

~ golden crops desplte disasters like
flood, heavy dnvmpour and drought.

'}Peopie across the country are da:zlad

by the colour of the golden paddy. It's

‘harvest time and the villages of
Bangladesh are celebrating the tradi-

tional festival called Nobanno-the festi-

: '_-.val nf offeﬂng naw rice to god and pray.

§ ful harvest.

"'fasttvity captures an array of pffﬁss {m:e LR
_ cakes) made outof newricewith
~dashes of fresh molasses for the bnunti

Like the previnus years, Jatiyo

 brated its 6th Nobanno venture at the
Bakultola of the Insi_ituta of Fine ArtS,

_.itlpfn with- vanuus programmns includ-
_ing painﬁng competitinn for children,
- presentation of dance and folk music.

2ND INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL BANGLADESH

Shangkhonad earns applause

at premiere

HARUN UR RASHID

The third day of the ongoing 2nd
International Film Festival featured
premiére of reputed filmmaker Abu
Sayeed's film Shangkhonad. One of
the contesting films at the festival,
Sayeed's second feature film
Shangkhonad is based on popular
writer Nasrin Jahan's novel titled
Urey Jaay Nishi Pokkhi.

The story depicts the conse-

quences of a youth's return after a
long time to his roots--a village
named Nayanpur of Bogra district,
where he was born and spent his
childhood. The film begins with the
37-year old Osman's arrival at the
village rail station. Osman, whose
childhood name was Chand, sets for
his village home on a stormy nightby
boat rowed by an adolescent boat-
man named Qutubuddin. The boat
capsizes in the inclement weather

Zahid Hasan and Fazlur Rahman Babu in Shangkhonad

and the young boatman drowns and
later dies. Villagers dislike Osman
blaming that he was responsible for
Qutub's death. However, influential
Mannaf Khan, whose father killed
Osman's parents and grabbed all
theirlanded properties, gives Osman
shelterwithoutknowinghisidentity.

Lonely Osman often speaks out
his childhood memories and recog-
nises his friend Fazlu who used to say
he would become a bandit. Osman
also finds out the Kujo Buri, a hunch-
back black magic practitioner, whom
Osmanused to call'Dudh Ma' (foster
mother). She also recognises Osman.
These baffle Mannaf Khan, who
gradually comes to learn aboul
Osman's identity. Mannaf Khan
becomes worried about his image in
case the wholevillage comes tolearn
Osman's real identity. For, he wants
to contest in the next chairman
elections. So he hires Fazlu, who is a
burial cloth thief, to take Osman to a
distant island where Mannaf's men
kllboth of them.

Made in 35mm format, Mahfuzur
Rahman Kahn's cinematography. is

praiseworthy. However, what has

made the 102-minute film successful
is Abu Sayeed's use of symbolic shots.
When Osman writes the famous line
‘through death Kadambini proved
that she did not die' from
Rabindranath Tagore's story Jibito O
Mrito, it becomes a symbolic sugges-
tionof Osman's owndeath.

Among the performers, Fazlur
Rahman Babu is excellent in his role
of Fazlu. Besides, Zahid Hasan plays
thelead role of Osman, KS Firozplays
Mannaf Khan and Najma Anowar
plays Kujo Buri. The musicby S1 Tutul
is another praiseworthy feature of
Shangkhonad.

Shah Rukh Khan lends his VOlce
to a children's film

Shah Rukh haslately been baskingin the glorf afhis

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Almost every time actor Shah Rukh Khan has appeared
on the big screen in his 15-year-old career in
Bollywood, he has worked magic at the box office.

Now, he is seeking to do the same in a different way:

bylending his voice, And in thisnew role, his son Aryan

accompanies him. The father and son have lent their
voices to two animated characters in the Hindi version
of worldwide hit animation The Incredibles directed by
Brad Bird. The Hindi version is slated for commercial

release inIndia this month.

While Khan the senior has lent his voice to the cen-
tral character of The Incredibles, the junior Khan has
dubbed the voice of Tej, the son of the screen father.

Shah Rukh is quite excited about his new assign-
ment. He said in newspaper interviews that he was
happy to lend his voice to the film, which is in the
category of children's movies, and help popularise

such projects.

Given that a number of top Hollywood stars have
lent their voices to éharacters in animated films, the
actor wanted to give a try in the same exercise. What
was the difference he found in dubbing for films in
which he acts and the one for the Hindi version of The
Incredible? In his view, in the first category the actor
knows the situations and the characters already
enacted before the camera and accordingly recreates
the emotions. However, it is quite different in the sec-
ond category where the actor dubs for somebody else.

latest box office hit Veer Zara, a love story between an
Indian Air Force officer (played by the actor) and a~
Pakistani woman (played by Preity Zinta). He firmly
believes that the potential of animated pictures in
India remainslargely untapped. :

Shah Rukh Khan and his son Aryan
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