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Mighty Teesta turnsintoa channel...(Left) Water Development Board's scale measures only five centimatra water near the Teesta Barrage (seen in the back-
ground)and boats stuck up on the sandy river bed (right). The photos were taken on Tuesday.

IRRI on 2.7 lakh acres under Teesta

Irrigation Project threatened
Indian withdrawal reduces river flow to 3000 cusec from 3 lakh

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

The flow of Teesta has decreased
alarmingly, threatening irrigation
ofabout 2,75,000 acres of IRRI-Boro
lands under the Teesta Irrigation
Project in 12 upazilas in
Nilphamari, Rangpur and Dinajpur
districts.

" The flow is not more than 3000
cusec now against about three lakh
cusec in the rainy season due t
unilateral withdrawal of water by
India at the Gojaldoba Barrage point
in the upstream, experts and Water
Development Board (WDB) sources
said. 3

. The Gojaldoba Barrage, con-
structed on the Teesta 110 kms
upstream, commissionedin 1987,

~ The river has turned into a
streamletat many points, with water
depths a_s low as six inches. It has

virtually dried up at many other
points as numerous shoals have
emerged, they told this correspon-
dentyesterday.

In the 100 'risky zone' of the
Teesta Barrage Project, the authori-
ties somehow managed to keep the
water depth at 12 feet for safety of
the barrage through dredgibg, WDB
sources at Daliasaid.

Bangladesh is yet to reach in an
agreement with India on sharing
the Teesta waters. Bangladesh is
claiming 20 per cent of the water for
maintenance of normal flow of the
river and another 45 per cent for
irrigation and other purposes, they
said.

Secretary level talks between the '

two countries held in the second
week of November this year in Delhi
produced no result, they said.

In the previous meetings, India

had agreed to give 10 per centof the
water for normal flow of the river
and another 25 per cent for irriga-
tion and other purposes.
Bangladesh disagreed with this
proposal.

As there Is no agreement, so itis
up fto Iddian how much water
Bangladesh will get, theysaid.

"We are getting the little quantity
of water from upstream (India) at
the mercy of God", aWDB ufﬁclnl at
Dalia said.

He said the Gojaldoba barrage
area s at a level about 33 metres
higher than the Teesta Barrage area.
"So we are getting the small quan-
tity of water that is seeping through
the Gojaldoba Barrage and the
soil",

It was gathered from various
sources that there are 3,20,000 acres
of IRRI-Boro lands under Gojaldoba

Irrigation Project. OF these, 61,000
acres are in Jalpaiguri district, 17,000
acres in Darjeeling, 38,000 acres in
Maldah and 20,4000 acres in the
Indian Dinajpurdistrict.

It is alleged that India is also
diverting the Teesta water to Assam
through the Brahamapulra and to
Maldah through the Ganges.

In such asituation, the Technical
Committee of Bangladesh-India
Joint Rivers Commission meets next
month, which will be followed by a
ministeriallevel meeting.

Many farmers this correspon-
dent talked to during a visit to the
Teesta Irrigation Project area in the
last three days expressed their frus-
trationabout praspects of IRRI-Boro
crops because this is the prime time
for cultivation. Fields will dry up is
minimum irrigation can not be
ensured, theysaid.

“SNAPS
4 more die of

diarrhoea in
Gaibandha

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

.

Four more died of diarhoea and 200
others were attacked with the deadly
disease in two days. The viclims are
Khatabuddin, 55, of village Kismar Daghi,
Dhulai Chaudra Bas, 15, of village
Damodorepur under Sadullapur Upazila,
Habibur Rhaman, 2, of village Falia under
Gobindagnaj Upazila and Parul Begum,
22, of village Ullah under Shaghata
Upazila. According to Civil Surgeon (CS)
. office sources, 35 patients died and 6,000
others were attacked with the disease in
two months. Twenty-one patients died and
over 3, 503 olhers were altacked wilh the
disease [ November alone. At least 50
persons died of the disease and over
10,000 ofhers were attacked with lhe
diseasa in Oclober, according lo an
unofficial Source. Shortage of IV saline
prevails in hospitals. Another report said,
one year old Sarmeen of village
‘Keshobshar under Gobindaganj Upazila
died of pneumonia.

26-POINT DEMAND
Freedom Fighters
Day observed

in Manikganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Freedom fighters in Manikganj
observed "Freedom Fighters Day"
yesterday to realise their 26-point
demand.

Several hundred freedom fight-
ers took part in the programmes that
included a colourful rally and a
discussion meeting” The progra-
mme began with hoisting of the
National Flag on the premises of
Muktijoddha Sangsad office in the
town.

They marched Manikganj town
streets on tune of bands and later
held a discussion meeting at Sabis
Auditorium with freedom fighter
and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-
Inu) leader Delwar Hossain Harej in
the chair.

Among others, freedom fighter
and Awami League (AL) leader
Moslem Uddin Khan Habu Mia, AL
district unit president Golam
Mohiuddin, its secretary Gazi
Kamrul Huda Selim and party lead-
ers Abdul Mojid Photo, Dipak
Ghosh; JSD-Inu central Joint
Secretary Igbal Hossain Khan, its
central member Afjal Hossain Khan
Joki, Mainikganj district unit presi-
dent Abdus Salam Bulu and JSD
leaders Moslem Uddin Khan; CPB
leaders Mizanur Rahman Hazrat
and Pringipal Azharul Islam Arzu,
Muktijodha Sangsad leaders Golam
Mohier Khan Shepar and Momin
Uddinspoke at the discussion meet-
ing.

The speakers demanded of the
government to fulfil their 26-point
demand.

"Treatment of the poor
is our religious duty'

Foreign doctors at medical camp at a
remote Satkhira village |

QOUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Internationally reputed eye specialist
DrMichael HCunningham (USA) sald
he came to Bangladesh to render
medicare services to the poor and
helpless patients,

"We joined the medical camp not
for fame or eaming money. We will be
happy if poor people in the area are
benefited fromus” hesaid.

He was speaking at the Bangla-
desh-America International Seminar
On Rural Health Care', held at Nalta
Hospital premises, a remotest village
inKaligonjupazila.

It was arranged juinlluﬁby Nalta
Hospital and Rotary Club. Dr A F
Mahmud Bapee, Director, Nalta
hospital, presided over the function. It
was addressed by, among others, Prof
DrAFM Ruhul Haque (Orthopaedics),
Dr George W Bagby (Orthopaedics),
Dr Robert Veith (Polio), Dr James

Sledge (Dental), Mrs Lynne Bruya
((Ophthalmic Technician), Mrs Debra
Northrupp (Registered Nurse), Ms.
Loren Ceder (Prosthetist), Dr MS
Aslam (Senior.Anesthesiologist), Dr
Dilruba Quasem (Gynecologist ), Dr
Rokeya Sultana (Anesthesiologist), Dr
Tariq Reza Ali (Eye Surgeon), Dr Mani
Lal Aich Litu (ENT Surgeon), Dr
Kamruzaman, Dr AHM Abdur Rouf,
Dr Ahsanurllah-al-Baki, Dr MA Kabir,
Dr Aksedur Rahman, Dr Farukuzza-
man, DrMehijabin F

The speakers said the poor will be
benefited from treatment by
renowned physicians from home and
abroad atnominal costs.

"We are serving helpless people by
&g treatment at nominal costs

we think it out religious

duty”, said Dr. George W Baghy, one of
the founders ofNaltaHospital.

Thespeakers also discussed causes

ofcommon aliments and diseasesand
alsotheirremedies.

They also answered various ques-
tions from among the participants.
Doctors at the medical camp and
seminar lauded the role of renowned
orthopaedics Prof Dr AFM Ruhul
Haque for establishing the unique
hospital, at aremotevillageinKaligonj
upazilaforbatter medicare facilities to
the poor and helpless people who are
deprived of such facilities.

Dr. George W. Bagby and Prof. Dr.
A.EM Ruhul Haque established the
hospital fouryearsago.

Specialistdoctors fromthe USAare
treating patients and conducting
operations since November 21, which
will continue till December 10.
Hundreds of patients are coming to
the hospital ever day from fur flung
areas for treatment.

Teachers , lawyers, doctors, politi-
cal leaders, civil society members,
elected representatives were present
atthe function.
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A partial view of the seminar cum health camp, held on Nalta Hospital premises in Kaligonj on Tuesday. The
programmas wera organised Jointly by the hospital and the Rotary Club.

DEMAND FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF CHT ACCORD

PCJSS agitation today in 3 hill districts

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamari

The Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sangharty Samity (PC]SS) will organ-
ise a agitation programmes in the
three hill districts today demanding
full implementation of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace
aceord.

The accord signed on December
2, 1997 between the then Awami
League government and the PCJSS
ended over two decades of insur-
gency in the hill for 'regional auton-
omy' but it is yet to implemented

fully, the PCJSS said in a statement
onTuesday.

The press release said agitation
programmes will be held in
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban district headquarters
and inall 25 upazilas.

Alongside, the PC]SS will hold a
roundtable discussion on the issue
at Hotel Riggs Inn in Gulshan in the
capital city.

PCISS chief Santu Larma will
attend the roundtable, to be partici-
pated by civil societymembers.

The PCJSS press release said the

vital claws of the peace accord yet
to be implemented are appoint-
ment of indigenous persons as
Minister for CHT Affairs and
Chairman ofthe CHT Development
Board, withdrawal of Army, APBN
and Ansars from the CHT, full-
fledged functioning of the CHT
Land Commission and the
Taskforce on Rehabilitation of
Refugees, preparation of a fresh
voter list in the region and holding
election of CHT Regional Council
and Hill District Councils,

Top outlaw
surrenders
in Kushtia

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A 'top leader' of outlawed Bipplobi
Communist party (BCP) here sur-
rendered to Jhenidah police on
Monday ‘fearing death from
crossfire’.

At least 40 alleged criminals
including some outlaws were killed
in 'crossfire’ during gunfight with
police in the southwestern region of
the country in the alst few months,
sources claimed.

Police said Mahi Uddin alias
Mahi, 39, 'regional leader' of BCE
accused in a dozen murder cases,
came to the police station and
surrendered to police. He was also
accused in the five-murder case in
Jhenidah.

Police produced him in court,
whichsenthimtojail.

Police said there might be a
large number of firearms under his
possessing. They said they would
take him on remand for interroga-
tion.

More Tk 20 lakh
cellphones
seized at Osmani
Airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet.

Mobile phones and chargers worth
over Tk 20 lakh brought illegally
were seized at the Osmani Interna-
tional AirportTuesday morning.

These include 320 Nokia mobile
phone sets, 600 chargers and 100
pieces of air phones, contained in
two bags bearing VIP tags. These
were carried in London-Dubai-
Dhaka-Sylhet Biman flight.

Seeing no VIP in the lounge to
claim the bags, customs officials
opened the bags and seized the cell

* phones, officials said.

The Biman airbus landed 11-30
am. A case had been started filed
with police.
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WORLD AIDS DAY OBSERVED IN DISTS 18

AIDS: Nine diein6 N dis

306 patients detected in
Sylhet, Khulna regions

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Nine persons died in the northern
region and 306 AIDS patients were
detected in Sylhet and Khulna
region.

Our Rangpur Correspondent
reports: Nine persons died while a
good number of people were
attacked with AIDS in six northern
districts in last three years. They were
inhabitants of Rangpur, Dinajpur,
Gibandha,

Bogra, Pabna and Nagaon dis-
tricts. Four AIDS patients died in
Parbotipur, Dinajpur.

Speakers at Meet the Press on
World AIDS Day in Rangpur dis-
closed this. They called upon all
concermned (o make people aware
aboutthe deadly disease,

A meeting was held at the audito-
rium of Rangpur Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry which was
organised by the Centre for Comumu-
nication and Development (CCD) in
collaboration with CARE Bangla-
desh.

Rangpur Civil Surgeon Zoynal
Abedin was the chief guest while
Present of Rangpur Press Club Sadrul
Alamwas special guest.

Speakers sought adequate mea-
sures to check spread of AIDS in
Bangladesh.

Arallywas broughtoutin the town
after the meeting. Almostall journal-
ists of all national and local dailies
participated intherally.

Another meeting was held at a
local hotel in the afternoon. Care
Bangladesh through its partner
organisation Paribarik Shastha Clinic
organised the meeting where jour-
nalist Hamidur Rahman was present
as chiefguest while Monwara begum,
director of the clinic was present as
special guest.

Our Sylhet Staff Correspondent
reports: About 300 patients were
detected in greater Sylhet region,

according to senior physicians of
Osmani Medical College and leading
NGOshere.

Sylhet region is vulnerable to

HIV/AIDS, because it is closer to the

border of Tripura, Meghalaya and
AssaminIndia.

The highest number of expatriates
in the region is also another cause of
unfortunatesituation.

Moreover, lack of awareness about
AIV/IAIDS is also responsible for
spreadofthe deadly disease.

The Director of Health, Sylhet
division, Dr Asad Uddin told thatlack
of coordination of government and
NGOs is also a reason of its preva-
lenceintheregion.

According to a senior physician of
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College,
Dr'Sofir Uddin, the situation is get-
ting worse day by day. Every month
new patients are getting admitted in
the hospital. Five new patients were
admitted inlasttwomonths.

They were deported from Saudi
Arabia, he said. Most of the patients
hail from Fenchuganj and Kanaighat
upazilas in Sylhet, Barlekha and
Kulaurain Moulvibazar district.

Besides, some AIDS cases were
detected in Sylhet Sadar and
Beanibazar upazilas, according to
the physicians. They were deported
from Saudi Arabia and other gulf
states,

They hesitated to take treatment
from physicians here due to supersti-
tionand other reasons,

In most cases, they were seen
hiding their medical history. They
told doctors that they were suffering
from TB and skin diseases. After
several tests, physicians detected
them as HIV positive/AIDS patients.

About 10 NGOs are working here
to create awareness among people
and counseling to AIDS patients. The
organisations are providing service
to different risk groups like truck
drivers, sexworkers and stone quarry

labourers.

But, they are indifferenttoexpatri-
ates patients. According to record of
Ashar Alo Society, a national NGO
working with HIV positives/AIDS
patients, 48 patients were treated by
their physicians. Of them 11 patients
died, said an official.

According to Dr Shibbir Ahmed
Shibli, Head of the Community
Medicine Department of Osmani
Medical College, the situation is
gettingserious,

Meanwhile, blood screening of
suspected patients have been
stopped for the last two years in
Sylhet Osmani Medical Cul]egens the
'ELISA' machine

Required for different pathologi-
cal and microbiological tests became
inoperative dueto lack of spare parts.

Moreover, reagents required for
the testare also notavailable.

A technician was sent to Philip-
pines for undergoing training on
operation of the sophisticated
machine.

Although some private diagnostic
centres started testing, yet charges
are too high for a common man. The
reports are also controversial to
many, some senlor physicians told
thiscorrespondent.

Our Khulna Staff Correspondent
reports: Six patients AIDS patients
were detected here which include a
couple.

All are undergoing treatment with
assistance from CARE Bangladesh.
Allofthem are migranis.

Deputy Civil Surgeon Daud Ali
told a press conference all-out mea-
sures are underway (o prevent its
outhreak.

He said condoms for female sex
workers are also being supplied by
someNGOs here.

Meanwhile, a six-day programme
was chalked out from December 1 to
6 to mark theWorld AIDS Day-2004.

Fighting unemployment
A praiseworthy initiative by "
Raj shahi Clty Mayor

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rujshahi

Government 'khas' lands would be
distributed to unemployed youths
whoare eager to build their career by
doing agricultural pursuits and
poultry farming.

Agriculture loan up toTk 25,000
will also be provided to them on
easy term from RAKAB (Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank) aiming. at
making them self-reliant.

Rajshahi City Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu MP announced this
in presence of 60 journalists at his
residence in Padma Residential
Areaon'Tuesday.

Observing the plight of unem-
ployed youths, Minu came up with
the new project.

'Everyday 90 per cent visitors
come to me in search of jobs while
the rest others come with a desire
for transfer and other problems,’
the mayorsaid.

He called upon the youths to
build up their career in agriculture,
dairy and poultry farming through
proper utilisation of fallow 'khas'
land and RAKUB loan.

Minu and his neighbour Samir
Uddin Ahmed, a retired sub-
assistant engineer of the
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB) have set an example
in this regard.

They cultivated vegetable on six
bighas of fallow land in the residen-
tial area. They developed the land
by spending about Tk 90,000 of
their own and cultivated different
types of vegetables on it. Now they
geta good profit.

Showing their farm to journal-
ists, the mayor said, 'We also pro-
vided jobs to many unemployed
men. We share profitwith landown-
ers,’ he said, 'Initially we began
with two cows. Now we have four
cows. We had some hens also which
ultimately rose to 43 while the
number of sheep sheep increased
to 40. We also produced vegetable
in abundance which we share with
neighbours', he disclosed.

‘T have a future plan to bring 500
bighas of land in the residential
area under vegetable cultivation
programme', headded.

'Controversial' appointments

at RU again

Three senior teachers get new

responsibilities

RU CORRESPONDENT |

Rajshahi University authorities on
Tuesday appointed three senior

teachers to important posts,
on political reasons.

RU Syndicate member and
Suhrawardy Hall Provost Prof Nazrul
Islam has been appointed Director of
Accounts, replacing Acting Director
Anwar Hossain.

Sources said his appointment
violated University Grants Commi-
ssion rules, which say any persontobe
appointed to the post should have at
least 15years' experience.

No one was appointed Director of
Accounts in the last 13 years, they
claimed.

Anthropology Department
Chairman Prof Abu Bakker Siddik
Bhuiyan was appointed Public
Relation Department Director.
Assistant Proctor Belal Hossain, whois

Assistant Professor of Islamic
Studies, was appointed provost of
ShamsuzzohaHall.

Talking to this correspondent,
many senior RU teachers expressed
their concern and said the appoint-
ments were made to reward those
responsible for the October 30 vio-
lence.

“The appointments would tarnish
the university's image because the

threeteachers were involvedinattack-
ing students during the October 30
violence ", said a teacher seeking
anonymity.

When contacted, Prof Nazrul, who
is also a member of at least 20 impor-
tant committees, denied the allega-
tions and said, "The authorities did
whattheythoughtrightaboutme".

Abu Bakkar Siddik Bhuiyan also
denied hisinvolvementin the October
30 violence and said, "I was always
loyal to theVCand the Proctor®.

Belal Hossain thanked the admin-
istration for hisappointment. ;

Outlaw killed in
bomb attack

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A cadre of outlawed Purbo Ban,
Communist Party (PBCP) was killed
inabomb attackat Talsharvillage in
Courtchadpur upazila in Jhenidah
Mondaynight.

The dead was identified as Abdul
Aziz, 35.

Police said an unidentified gang
hurled two powerful bombs on Aziz
when he was returning home from a
market. He diedonthe spot.

Police recovered the dead body
and sent it to Jhenidah Sadar hospi-
tal forautopsy:.
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BAKHRABAD GAS SYSTEMS LIMITED
{A Company of Pefrobangla)

' PO Box'No: 97
Chapapur Comilla, Bangiadesh

Bid Reference No. BGSL/IFB-33/2004

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bids are invited from the bonafide manufacturers/suppliers
or their authorised agents or imparters for supply af line pipes

Ll = 18 iy

dt, 20.11.2004

Bakhrabad
Limited
Local Cash Source.

01 (one). .
BGSU/IFB- 33!2004 dt.
2004. -
Supply of line pipes at BGSL
store  yard Fauzderhat,
Chittagong, Bangladesh,

120 days.

Gas  Systems

20-11-

Manufacturer/suppliers/importe
rs or their authorised agents
having experience of similar
works/supply.

Tk 5,000.00 (five thousand).

Tk. 8.00 lacs.

a) Accounts Section, Head
Office Camplex,
Chapapur, Comilla,
Bangladesh.

b) Bakhrabad Gas Systems
Limited, Marketing
Division Office, 137/A,

CDA Avenue, Sholasahar,

Chittagong, Bandladesh.
Purchase Deparfment, Head
Office  Complex, Chapapur,
Comilla, Bangladesh.
From 06.12.2004 ta 15.01.2005
during office hour:

16.01.2005 at 12.00 hrs.

16.01,2005 at 12.15 hrs.

For further information and
clarification please contact.

i) Dy. General Manager
(Purchase), BGSL, Comilla,
Bangladesh. Fax No. 880-81-
77199.

E-mail: bgslho @eitechco.net

i) BGSL reserves the right to
accapt any tender or to reject

any or all tenders without
assigning any reason
whalsoevar.

Line pipes: APl 5L grade B.
Size 1" & 2" ND.
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