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Hamas to boycott

polls

REUTERS, Gaza City

A Hamas leader announced yester-
day that the militant group will boy-
cott upcoming Palestinian presiden-
tial elections, the first sign of open
tensions between the interim
Palestidfian leadership and the
Islamic opposition group since the
death ofYasser Arafat.

The announcement by Hamas
leader Ismail Hanieh could undercut
the legitimacy of the Jan. 9 election,
though Hamas said it would honor
the outcome. Hamas has tens of
thousands of supporters and is
particularly strongin the Gaza Strip.

"We are not calling on the
Palestinian people to boycott the
election, but Hamas members will
follow the decision to boycott the
election,” Hanieh said.

Hanieh-spoke as Egyptian and
Israeli leaders met in Jerusalem to
discuss Istael's planned withdrawal
from Gaza next year. Israeli officials
said the two sides agreed in principle
to allow Egypt to deploy additional
troops along its volatile border with
Gaza to help ensure quiet after the
pullout.

Since Amafat's death, the rival
Palestinian factions have maintained
a [ragile calm, pledging to maintain
unity during the current transitional
period.

Hanieh said his group would
bayeott the election because it did
not include legislative and municipal
elections as well. The interim
Palestinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas,
is a frontrunner in the presidential
race; but Hamas would likely make a
strong showinginlocal races,

In the West Bank, Abbas played
down Hamas' decision. "If they want
to boyeott these elections, it is up to
them," hesaid.

. Formally launching his cam-
paign, Abbas called for a renewal of
peace talks with Israel and said the
two sides would meet after the elec-
tion.

"We must have a dialogue with the
Israelis,” Abbas said at his campaign
headquartérs. "After the elections,
we will meet again” to discuss the
road map,

The internationally backed peace
plan calls for the establishment of an
independent state nekt year, but has
heen stalled since it was signed in
June2003.

The Palestinians have failed to
meet thelr commitment to crack
down on militant groups like Hamas,
while Israel hasn't kept its pledge to
haltsettlement construetion and pull
{downsettlement outposts.

Abbasindicated thatheisreadyto
take action against the militants.
*Everynation has opposition groups,
but there are also laws and institu-
tions," he said. "l am committed to
having one authority and only one
army and political pluralism."

Hamas boycotted the first
Palestinian general election in 1996
because it was a result of interim

peace deals with Israel. Hamas
opposes peace talks and is commit-
ted to[srael's destruction.

With the road map stalled, Ismeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has
pushed forward with his plan to pull
out of the Gaza Strip and four small
enclavesintheWestBank.

BTTB
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found that BTTB Chairman
Mohammad Nurul Islam over-
stepped his authority and camou-
flaged multimillion-dollar overpay-
ment provision in the name of "Post
Guarantee Maintenance Assistance®
in the mobile telephone contract
with Chinese Huawei and German
Siemens on June 14.

Both vendors were originally
bound to provide the service for
maintenance of equipment free of
cost. Accordingly, the government
approved the 576 million mobile
telephone purchase proposal in
favour of Huawei and Siemens.

The chairman, however, tam-
pered with the approval and inserted
adubious elause inthe contracts with
Huawei (535 million) and Siemens
(341 million) that relieves the ven-

dors of rendering the free service,

says aministry probereport.

The national exchequer has to pay
$500,000 to Siemens and $2,353,820
to Huawei a year for maintaining
BTTR's mobile network for 13 years
because of the newly inserted clause.
The total payable now stands in
excess of $37 million, the report adds.

The BTTB chairman "defied all
evaluation reports, recommenda-
tions, confirmations, approvals and
MoU" while exempting Huawei and
Siemens from rendering free "Post
Guarantee Maintenance Assistance
Service", according to the probe
report.

The ministry has personally
accused the BTTB chairman of going
beyond his jurisdiction and tamper-
ing with the official approval of the
contracts. The ministryissued aletter
onNovember24 by name to the BI'TH
chairman to immediately comment
on the ministry's allegations. Nurulis
vettoreply.

The Daily Star ran an uncontested
report on October 30 exposing this
seandalous multimillion dollars deal,
which has evidently prompted the
telecoms ministry to investigate the
matter.

RU contraversial
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who got controversial appointment,
and a worker of examinations con-
troller section.

The Rab said Khairul, accused of
several criminal charges, is a close
associate of local Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal cadre Manowar
Hossain Utpal.

Al raises DU
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“That is an old issue. It happened in
August and now, in December, they
aredemanding a discussion onit!"

The main opposition members,
without mikes, shouted to the
Speaker asking him to expunge the
minister's speech, as the rules of
procedure do not allow it as a point
‘of order.

It was AL lawmaker AKM
Jahangir Hossain, who, in a point of
order, told the House that over 500
DU students have been suffering
from jaundice and the figure is
increasingby the day.

"Though the disease is spreading
like an epidemic the autharities are
yet to identify its cause,” he said
adding that the university medical
centre is too small to tackle the
situation. He demanded the govern-
ment to establish a 100-bed hospital
for the DU furnished with modern
diagnosticfacilities.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar
allowed the point and wurged the
health and education ministers to
take necessary steps.

The members in the House
yesterday were mostly busy talking
to each other and paid little atten-

tion to the question-answer session,
except during the queries to
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda about dilapidated roads in
various constituencies.

All the front-bench members
except Abdur Razzak of the main
appositionwere absentyesterday.
AL'S COMPLAINT
Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid yesterday complained in the
House that thfee AL lawmakers
nominated by the party were not co-
opted as agreed in parliamentary
standing committees on different
ministries.

"Alauddin Ahmed, Bir Bahadur
and Dabirul Islamwere notincluded
in the standing committees on
education, Chittagong Hill Tracts

and religion ministries respectively, |

as recommended by our party,"
Shahid said. He asked the Speakerto
take necessary steps toinclude them
inthe committeesimmediately.

In reply, the Speaker asked
Shahid to place the matter to himin
writing and said if there is any irreg-
ularityit would be corrected.

Shantu slams govt
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been implemented fully. If the gov-
ernment does not fulfil our demand,
it will be responsible for any conse-
quences there,” Larma told the press
conference held at the Jatiya Press
Club.

The six-point demand includes
full implementation of the accord
immediately, removal of Wadud
Bhuiyan MP from the chairmanship
of CHT Development Board as,
Larma said, he is the 'mastermind’
behind burning down Mahalehhari
villagesin Khagrachharilastyear.

- Larma also demanded an end to
'Operation Uttaran', withdrawal of
army from the CHT, appointment of
an Indigenous person as a full minis-
terof the CHT affairs ministry, proper

inctioningof the CHT land commis-

) nmr_gpamtiun of a voters' list

ginprising permanent residents of

~ The other demands include

gction to the regional council and

- Distriet Councils and appoint-

ment of an indigenous to head the
yment Board,

y take it into account,
AT aid. This shows how the
government's how the government

views the council, headded.

After coming to power, the alli-
ance government has slowed down
implementationofthe accord, and so
farit has only appointed chairman of
the Taskforce for Rehabilitation of
Returnee Refugees. The government
agreed to do many things at meetings
but never implemented them, the
PCISS chiefsaid.

The CHT accord had ended two
decades of bush war and sought to
make the indigenous people happy
byinvolving them in the local admin-
istration, bur their participation in
the dncisiun—mniing process
remains negligible.

The hill people are unhappy that
army presence in the region contin-
ued despite the peace accord.

After the signing of the accord,
many Bangla -speaking people
moved to the CHT and settled there
with the support of the administra-
tion, Larma said.

The ratio of indigenous people
and the settlers is now 55: 45, he
pointed out.

The PCJSS leaders present at the
press conference included Mongal
kumar Chakma, Shaktipada Tripura,
Shaktiman and Chakma. Yusuf Alam
of Parbatya Adi

Bangalee Parishad wasalso present.

Ukraine

‘parliament

brings down govt

REUTERS, Kiev

Ukraine's parliament has voted to
sack the government of Prime

Minister Viktor Yanukovich bnas&ﬁ;i

opposition efforts to end a poli
crisis triggered by his contested
electionlastmonthas president.

"This is a victory not only for the
opposition, but for the entire
Ukrainian people," opposition
deputyRoman Zvarych said.

Deputies also voted on
Wednesday to create an interim
"governmentofnational trust”,

The vote, passed at the second
attempt through secret ballot, came
just before the start of efforts by
international mediators to help settle
the crisis which threatens to tear

apart Ukraine.
Earlier, outgoing President
Leonid Kuchma made clear he would

not easily yield in his battle with the
opposition by rejecting its key
demand that the November 21 presi-
dential run-off his protege won be
held again.

"Any rerun would simply be a
farce. I cannot see it in any other way
and I will never support it as it would
be unconstitutional," he told a meet-
ingofeconomicofficials.

After Tuesday's talks collapsed
between oppositionand government
factions, protesters elad inthe orange
campai colours of opposition
leaderViktorYushchenko marched to
the assembly, huf[ng for a resolution
toallowanew poll

The opposition, which says
Yanukovich won through fraud,
pulled out of talks with authorities
and vowed to use "People Power" to
win demands for a new election
8001 v

The Supreme Court was sitting for
a third day to decide whether the
electionwas fraudulent.

If it rules in favour of the opposi-
tion, the Central Election
Commission will have to revoke the
victory it handed to Yanukovich and
can then either set a repeat vote or a
completely new election which
would take up to three months to
complete.

US President George W. Bush
called for a peaceful resolution to the
crisis that has triggered mass street
protests and threatened to tear apart
the former Soviet republic.

Bush said he had spoken by tele-
phone to Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski, one of the interna-
tional mediators trying to broker a
way out of a standoff that has para-
lysed governmentandis beginning to
hitUkraine's economy.

The sides have been deadlocked,
neither with quite enough power to
deliver the final blow and aware that
oh#falser step could ‘trigger! mass
violence inacountry whichhas voted
largely along linguistic and cultural
lines.

So bitter has the political debate
become that the losing side faces
being completely shut out of power.
"It's very important that violence not
break out there, and it's important
that the will of the people be heard,"
Bush told reporters.

Kuchma, who has warned the
economy could collapse, was meet-
ing officials to consider measures to
stabilise the financial markets.

His 10-year rule tarnished by
scandal and poor economic manage-
ment, the presidenthas suggested he
might yield to pressure and a new
election.

But he has suggested staging a
new poll from scratch, a process
which would keep him in office
beyond his current term.

Analysts say he may hope that by
dragging out the crisis, opposition
supporters will tire of spending day
afterday on the streets and night after
nightin tents inwintryweather.

Yushchenko, a liberal, wants
closer ties to Western Europe but not
at the expense of vital links with
Russia.

Yanukovich represents the status

uo which under Kuchma meant
clear focus on ties with Russia, which
has dominated Ukraine for centuries
and is the major source for its energy
needs. More exports, however, go to
the European Union.

Adamjee lands
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an export processing zone on the
Adamjee lands where foreign inves-
torswill get priority.

Infested with labour problems
and corruption, Adamjee Jute Mills,
the country's biggest factory, had
become a big losing concern of the
governmentuntil its closure two and
a half years ago under donors' pres-
SUre.
Although the donors are ham-
mering on immediate utilisation of

‘the property, the government was

going slow in taking a decision
because of pressures from different
vested quarters for selling out the
land to individuals for personal
gains, sotrces said,
BULLET-PROOF MERCEDES BENZ
Thé cabinet committee also dis-
cussed a proposal to purchase two
bullet-proof Mercedes Benz cars for
the VIPs of the upcoming Saarc
SUmmit.

The committee felt that the

ministry concerned has the author-
ity to purchase the cars on its own
and does not need the committee's
approval.
PUBALI BANK-BADCLEGALFEUD
The committee also directed to
resolve a legal dispute between
Pubali Bank and Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) over the non-
payment of loans amounting to Tk
71 erore by the corporation.

Pubali Bank has a court order in
its favour to confiscate the property
of BADC, sourcessaid.

" The cabinet committee however
observed that Pubali Bank should sit
with the finance ministry and
resolve theissue.
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Money exchangers
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and said members of the elite force
seized local and foreign currencies
although they had valid documents
and permitted amount of money.
They are now planning an agitation
againstthe Rab action, theysaid.

"We are thinking of an agitation
against the raid on our authorised
firms and seizure of legal curren-
cies," said the owner of a money
exchange firm seekinganonymity.

Hardly any transaction took
place yesterdayat the firms at Shokh
Shopping Complex as only a small
number of clients visited them. All
the nine authorised firms remained
open but two firms running busi-
ness without licence were closed.

In a press release yesterday, Rab
said during Tuesday's raid they
seized about Tk 77 lakh, and out of it
Tk 66 lakh while searching the bod-
ies of money exchangers. Of the Tk
66 lakh, Bangladeshi currency is Tk
60.18 lakh, US $ 4,397, Indian rupee
84,605, Dubai currency 1,419,
Bahrain currency 57, Kuwaiti dinar
27.75, Pakistani rupee 500, Hong
Kong dollar 140, Saudi riyal 8,678,
Malaysian currency 724, Oman
currency 12.50, Australian dollar 60,
Singapore dollar 148, British pound
11 and [apaniyen 10,000.

Rab also seized Tk 3,68,770 and
foreign currencies worth Tk 2,57,043
foundabandoned in the firms,

The authorised money
exchangers said the amount of
money that Rab seized 'illegally' has
been mentioned accurately in the
seizure list.

Rab filed a case with Motijheel
Police Station under the Special
Powers Act against 12 people in
connection with the seizure of
currencies. Nine of the arrestees are
Palash, Hanif, Jahangir Alam, Reazul
Islam, Tutul, Zakir Hossain, Tobarak
Hossain, Saifuddin and Abu Naser.

The three other accused now
absconding are Chunni, Haque and
Helal.

The Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM), Dhaka, yester-
day placed the arrestees on a two-
day remand each.

Matijheel police had produced
the arrestees before the court seek-
ingaseven-day remand for each.

In the remand prayer, police said
the arrestees are international
hundi operators causing the coun-
try huge losses. There are no valid
documents for the seized curren-
cies, theyclaimed. :

Defence lawyers however said all
the arrestees have licenses for their
business and valid documents for
the seized currencies.

Another 'arms
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The camps are within seven kilo-
metres off the Bangladesh-Myanmar
border.

BDR recovered another cache of
seven AKA7 rifles with 1,275 bullets,
two MI6 rifles with 90 bullets, one
point 22-bore rifle, two 12-bore
shotguns, two automatic rifles, 146
bullets ofairrifle, 160 bullets of pistol
and one rocket launcher from
Tekchhari on November 23,

In three raids on October 16, 21,
and 22, three AK 47 rifles, 169 heavy
machine-gun shells, 2,945 bullets of
MI6 rifle, 99 bullets of sub machine-
E}m and 47 bullets of AK47 rifle, 37

gh frequency wirelesses sets and
nine binoculars were recovered.

On December30 |astyear, 32 anti-
tank mines, seven anti-personal
mines, six40mm rocketlaunchers, 10
charge rocket launcher cells, one GF
bum%f 18 charge GF bombs and 14
ingredients of rocket launchers were
recovered from the Lembuchhari
Para, a few kilometres from the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border.

Pvt offer held back
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Lhe;}i eline project.

"This (proposal) needs discus-
sions at the highest level before a
decision can be made. This cannotbe
dealtatourlevel,” he added, referrin
to the eight-year-old proposa
pushed by Bangladeshi company
MohonaHoldings Limited.

The proposed pipeline will trans-
mit gas from Myanmar to Tripura,
from where gas will join the pipeline
flow and continue on to eastern
Bangladesh through the
Brahmanbaria border, exiting in
western Bangladesh through the
Jessare border and ending ‘at West
Bengal.

Mohona Holdings plans to form
an international private consortium
before seeking the government
approval. After stage, it will seek
final approval from the governments
of Myanmar, India and Bangladesh to
implement the project.

A company Jointly owned by the
Gas Authority of India and the West
Bengal Industrial Development
Corporation will purchase the

gas from West Bengal near
the border. The governments of West
Bengal, Tripura and Myanmar, in
principle, haveapproved the project.

The government of Bangladesh
will not invest in the pipeline nor
assume any risk involved in its con+
struction. A recent cabinet commit-
tee brief prepared by the energy
ministry, however, underscored the
pipeline's benefits to BanF]adesh

"This iject involves many
aspects of the state. The project
should first be discussed at the level
of the ministries of fnre{_ﬁn alfairs,
defence and energy. Then they
should consult the prime minister to
seeifsucha proposal is acceptable in
principle, then we can discuss which
company may install such a pipe-
line," Saifur told the reporters while
bgiefing them on what the cabinet

committee members discussed at the
meeting,

"But we may discuss this pipeline
at the upcoming Saarc summit in
January. But [ cannot say for sure at
the moment if this issue will be dis-
cussed there ornot," Saifuradded.

Meeting sources told The Daily
Star that the cabinet committee
members observed that the defence
and foreign ministries do notknow gf
such a private scheme and it cannot
beapproved rightaway.

"This project needs to be dis-
cussed at government level of all the
three countries concerned before we
pay seérious ‘attenton fo it said a
meeting source quoting the discus-
51015,

"Then again, we may not accept
Mohona as its (pipeline) builder. We
can weigh other options. We can have
government and private collabora-
tion at differentlevels,” he added.

"We may discuss the issue sepa-
rately at the Saarc summit where we
may also invite the ministers con-
cerned for talks on it. We may also
discuss it after the summit," the
source pointed out.

Ahighofficial of the energy minis-
try told The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity that the ministry would
now seek the prime minister's guid-
ance on the issue. "The fihance
ministerwill visit New Delhi Saturday
and he may discuss the pipeline
ﬁm]ectwith the Indian government,"

e added.

The energy minister will sit with
his Indian and Myanmar counter-
parts in Myanmar in January and
may discuss the project there.

Mohona's proposal has been
rejected many times since 1996 when
it pursued the project. In recent
times, the state minister for energy
discussed the proposal with the
prime minister and placed a project
brief at the cabinet committee forits
approvil in principle.

Rab Crossfire
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Parishad also to protest what they
termed the government's procrasti-
nation in separating the judiciary
from the executive and politicisation
ofthe judiciary.

The demonstrators demanded
cancellation of the controversial
appointments in August of 19 Hi
Court additional judges and immedi-
ate implementation of the Supreme
Court's 12-point directive for separa-
tionof the judiciary.

According to existing laws and the
constitution, the extra-judicial
killings in Rab 'crossfire’ are culpable
and tantamount to "a contempt of
humanity," said former law minister
Abdul Motin Khosru addressing the
gathering. He demanded judicial
pmbes into all the deaths in
crossfire' while in Rab or police
custody.

Labelling the elite anti-crime
forceasa 'kﬁlh‘ngmuhine." eminent
jurist Amir-ul-Islam said terrorism
cannot be eliminated with yet
anather form of terrorism. "People
don't know exactly at whose diktat
the killing machine is running and to
serve whose interest,” he noted.

He demanded that the state be [ree
of terrorism and the judiciary of
disgrace, and rejected the appoint-
ments of the 19 additional judges
allegng political considerations at
work behind those.

"It's a disgrace to the constitution
that the country's highest seat of
justice remains a silent spectator
while the Rab carries out extra-
judieial killings in guise of crossfire,"
lamented Ahsabur Rahman.

Mahbub-E-Alam termed the
killings human rights violations and
saidanyoneaccused ofacrimehasto
be tried at a court of law. If those are
not human rights violations then
there is no rule of law in the country,
said Abdul Baset Mazumdar. \

The lawyers carried placards
reading demands for a judiciary free
of partisan influence, appointment
of honest and efficient judges to the
courts and end to deaths in
‘crossfire.’

Senior lawyers Sirajul Hague,
Subrata Chowdhury, Bashir Ahmed,
Sahera Khatun, Abdus Salam
Talukder, Azharullah Bhuyian and
Enayetur Rahim also addressed the
demonstrators.

The Parishad expressed solidarity
with the December 11 no-confidence
human wall across the country called

by the 14-party opposition combine. |

Hartal in Ctg
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to ease some other programmes
taken up by AL to form its country-
wide mass no-confidence wall and
facilitate the people intended to
attend Bishwa Ejtema in Tongi,
partysources said.

BCL city unit announced the
hartal at a press conference held at
Chittagong Press Club on Monday
following the death of Mohim, BCL
central assistant library secretary
and former VP of MES College
Students' Union, in the early hours
thatday.

Mohim was killed in a 'erossfire’
between Rab and a criminal group
early Monday after his arrest by the
elite force the day before, 4

6 satellite
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Barisal, and one more in
Narayanganj.

State Minister Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury, high officials and WB
environmental specialist Jitendra
Shahwere present at the meeting.

| Freedom fighters
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end to repression on religious and
ethnicminorities and reinstatement
of four fundamental principles of
the constitution of '72,

They also demanded formation
of a national commission to formu-
late anational policy to prepare a list
of the FFs. They also called for intro-
ducing the title "National Hero" for
the FFs.

The rally was addressed by,
among others, acting President of
Awami League Zillur Rahman,
Abdur Razzak, Maj Gen (retd) CR
Dutta, Rashed Khan Menon, presi-
dent of Workers Party, and Hassanul
Huq Inu, president of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal.

The speakers said Rajakars,
Albadars, war criminals and
defeated forces of '71 have staged a
comebackafter the BNP-led alliance
assumed power. These elements are
outto eliminate the values and spirit
aftheLiberationWar, they said. J

Kamal demands
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out the sources of arms recovered
from various areas and identify
people responsible for bomb explo-
sionsindifferent places, he said.

He stressed the need of unity
among the democratic forces for
building up a progressive
Bangladesh through implementing
rule of law; and resisting corruption
and communalism.

Advocate Zahirul Islam, Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik, Abdur Rouf, Pankaj
Bhattacharya, Mostafa Mohsin
Monto, Molfizul Islam, and Saiful
[slamalsospokeontheoccasion.

- ] I
50 injured
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asked them to quit the stage. The
activists of the JCD, student wing of
BNE, demanded popular songs
instead of gazals, as many signers
from in and outside the campus
were waiting to perform.

Heated arguments between the
JCDand ICS soon precipitated intoa
clash. Both sides used various lethal
weapons during the clash thatlasted
for hours and left over 50 injured.

The IU vice-chancellor, proctor,
student advisor along with police
rushed to the spot and brought the
situation under control.

Rejoinder
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headlined 'Govt interference led to
Bac failure' published in The Daily
Star on Monday. He said his speech
was misinterpreted by saying that
government - interferenceliar hin-
drance had resulted in the failure of
Bac.

OURREPLY

The DG's speech was delivered
before the ACC officials and staff on
Sunday and the following day sev-
eral national dailies carried similar
reports on this. We, therefore, stand
byourreport.

WB objection
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worth up to Tk 25 lakh instead of Tk 10
lakh. 3. [n case of emergency procure-
ment, the offices can now float tenders
within 14 days instead of 28 days. 4. In
local retendering, bidders will be
allowed to submit tenders within 21
days instead of 14 days. 5. In interna-
tional retendering, bidders will have to
submit quotations within 28 days
instead of42 days.

On November 3, a meeting of the
Planning Ministry decided to change
the process of procurement (o accom-
modate a range of objections and
demand of different ministries. One of
the demands was for allowing 48-hour
time to open tender boxes under
multiple tender dropping system.

However, the WB vehementl
objected to entertaining this dermmcr
apprehending a rise in corruption in
the procurement process, In aletter to
the finance minister, the WB country
director expressed deep concern
about the proposed change, saying it
might even affect the amount of for-
eignaidto Bangladesh.

Big rise in drug
FROM PAGE 12

resident representative of the United
Nations Development Programme,
told the news agency yesterday.

"Injecting drug users have
become a major factor in the Aids
/HIV situation in Bangladesh and
whatis worrying is that every time we
test them the number of infected
usersdoubles,” shesaid.

The study also found that in the
capital Dhaka the percentage was 8,9
percent.

Government figures to be
released soon put the number of
HIV/ Aids infected people in the
country at 465, said Sadjti. He added
that the true figure was likely to be
higher.

A study released in January 2002
by the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/ Aids found there
were 13,000 people with the virus out
ofa population of 140 million.

Bangladesh shares a long border
with India, which has the world's
second largest number of people
with HIVafter South Africa.

Activists have warned that despite
the relatively small number of people
infected, Bangladesh remains vul-
nerable because of movement
between the two countries and low
awareness in the conservative
Muslim country.

A recent survey found that only 20
percent of married women and 33
percent of married men had heard of
the condition.

Authorities have in recent years
begunallowing the broadcastof AIDS
awareness advertisements but it is
notenough, Sadiqsaid.

"Interms of awareness Bangladesh
still now is in & backward position. We
need to adopt a risk-taking attitude
aWArenessnow."
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Fast forward
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The exhibition features some rare
manuscripts of the 17th century
written in Persian and Arabic on the
historic events of Karbala, rated as
the mostattractive collection.

Sylhet Sanskrit College, Central
Muslim Literature Sansad Library of
Sylhet, Woodburn Public Library of
Bogra, Khwaja Nazimuddin Muslim
Hall and Public Library of Dinajpur,
Jessore Institute rff‘l;{nlic Library,
National Archives and Library
Department, Archaeology
Department, and Jatiya Grontho
Kendra are also taking part in the
show:

The visitors also have the
opportunity to see many Bangla
newspapers and magazines as early
asthe 18thand 19th centuries.

Copies of old newspapers like
Notun Bangla, Banglar Mukh,
Saptahik Bangla apart, a few copies
of the Ittefaq, Pakistan Observer and
The Bangladesh Gazette, the dailies
published during the LiberationWar
are being showcased.

Biswabani, Bangasree, monthly
Mohammadi, Sahityapatra, Priti,
Krishi Samachar, Prabashi,
Anathbondhu, Matribhumi Masik
Patrika and Shonibarer Chithi are
among the old magazines to have
become favourite with the visitors.

Large numbers of priceless
books, magazines and manuscripts
being exhibited by the Bangla
Academy were collected from the
family library of Jibendra Kishore
Acharya, a 19th century zamindar of
Muktagachhain Mymensingh.

Bangla Academy collected more
than 10,000 books and magazines
from the zamindar family, its
Librarian Shahida Khan said.

The collection includes the

books and magazines mostly of

Bangla literature of the Middle Age,
ancient manuscripts, maps, and
huge centuries-old documents in
Arabic, Persian, Hindji, Sanskrit and
English.

"We want the young generation
of the country o renﬁ and leamn
history of the country. Unless they
deeply learn their own history,
literature and culture, they cannot
love their motherland," Professor
Monsur Musa, director general of
Bangla Academy, said. .

Information Minister M Shamsul
Islam, who inaugurated the
exhibition yesterday, called for
preserving the country's historic
documents.

He said many libraries were once
there in the villages and the young
Eeﬂ le also had a habit to reading

aoks, but nowadays they are more
leaned towards visual media.

State Minister for Cultural Affairs
Selima Rahman, linguist Dr Kazi
Deen Mohammad, and Cultural
Affairs Secretary Kazi Abul Quasem
also spoke at the inaugural function.

Rab nabs UP
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unit of AL, is accused of three mur-
ders and six ather criminal charges.
He has close link with outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist Party's
(PBECP) Janajuddha faction, they
added.

Heisnowbeing quizzed atthe Rab
headquartersin Khalishpur.

In another drive, the Rab and
police nabbed PHCP local leader
Sohel Khandkar, 32, from Shinga
village in Bagerhat sadar u a
Tuesdaywith a pipe gun and different
kinds of ammunition. He is accused
of sevenmurders.

In Kushtia, Mafizur Rahman
Mafiz alias Makbul, an accused of 13
criminal offences including four
murders, was nabbed from Kushtia
Judge's Court premisesTuesday.

Author of two books on armed
revolution, Makbul was taken to
Boruitupi village to seize BCP's
firearms where [ellow outlaws open
fire on police. As police retaliated,
Makbul received a bullet and died on
the spot.

Blueprint
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terrorists, weapons of mass destrue-
tion and "irresponsible” nations,
any preventive action taken without
an imminent threat should still
require the council'sapproval.

The United States did not have
the Security Council's backing when
it launched the invasion that
brought down Saddam Hussein, and
Annanhas called the warillegal.

Revamping the Security Council,
the top UN decision-making body, is
likely to be the most contentious
issue, and the”paniel came-up with
two competing proposals for
expanding the council’s member-
shipto 24 seats.

One method would add six new
permanent members to the council,
which has had the same five perma-
nent states -- Britain, China, France,
Russiaand the United States -- since
the United Nations was founded in
the wake of World WarlI.

The other would create a third

for UN

tier of council member nations,
which would be given four-year,
non-permanent seats that could be
renewed, 3

Two-thirds of the 191 UN mem-
ber nations would have to approve
any change to the council member-
ship, which would then take effect if
none of the permanent members
uses its veto power to block the
move,

John Danforth, the US ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, said
Wa:ihingtq_nwnuldcpr}si:lgr coung
reform in the light bf d'crlicial ques-
tion; "Would it make the Security
Council more effective or less effec-
tive thanitis now?"

The UN panel was headed by
former Thai prime minister Anand
Panyarachun. Among the other
members are Brent Scowctoft, a
former US national security advisor,
and former Chinese foreign minister
Qian Qichen.

Talks on with India
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visit New Delhi to resolve the prob-
lem through bilateral discussions,
she said replying to a supplemen-
tary from Jatiya Party members
Mashiur Rahman Ranga and GM
Qader during the prime minister's
question-answer time in parlia-
ment.

Khaleda said the government is
aware of the problem so that
Bangladesh does not face any deser-
tification. She, however, said all
people should take a united stand in
the interest of the country and the
nation.

Asked by Jamaat member Mia
Golam Parwar whether the govern-
ment has any plan to construct any
alternative barrage, the prime min-
ister said the government would
take decision and move ahead after
conducting study and consultation
with the experts.

Replying to GM Qader, she said
the government has taken some
steps, including plantation and
afforestation by the Barind
Development Authority and the
Forest Department, against possible
desertification in the northern
region.

She said the anti-desertification
measures are being hampered due
to withdrawal of water through

construction of barrage by theupper
riparian country.

The prime minister assured the
House that the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has
been conducting a study under the
supervision of the Department of
Environment to combat the prob-
lem. She hoped thatthe government
waouldbe able to undertake a coordi-
nated scheme to face the trend of
desertification or drought.

Replying to a supplementary
from BNP member Major (retd)
Manzur Qader, the prime minister
said despite anti-Bangladesh cam-
paign by some parties and individu-
als, the volume of export and invest-
mentinthe country hasincreased.

"The people of this country have
identified them... they could not
harm the country, they harmed
themselves,” She told the House.

She said volume of export this
year has increased while flow of
investment is also ontherise.

Without mentioning the Tata's
planned investment in Bangladesh,
the prime minister said investors
have come from a neighbouring
country. Besides, talks are continu-
ing under Safta as well as at bilateral
level to increase Bangladesh's
export to the neighbouring country,
shesaid.

UNHCR top brass
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"It is a regular visit compounded by
the recent incidents that have taken
place at the camps," said Mamo
Mulusew, deputy representative of
the UNHCR in Dhaka,

Lim is expected to visit Cox's
Bazar to probe the incidents that
started on September 23 when a UN
staff was manhandled by a group of
Rohingya refugees in the
Kutupalong Camp in Ukhiya.

The UNHCR currently coordi-
nates operations in the two
Rohingya camps in Kutupalong and
Nayapara, where, according to
official estimates, 19,944 Rohingyas
of Myanmar origin are currently
taking refuge on Bangladeshi soil.

Local people, however, say there
are about two lakh ‘unofficially
estimated' refugees in the Cox's
Bazar district. Many of them are
involved with gunrunning, arms
manufacture, militancy and other
criminalactivities.

Mulusew said in her subsequent
high-level meetings at the foreign,
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disaster management and relief,
and home ministries, Lim will have
"brainstorming sessions with the
government about what has hap-
penedandwhatwecando”.

He, however, added there has
been no definite planasyet.

In addition to the recent vinlence
inthe Kutupalongrefugee camp, the
Malaysian government's giving
10,000 Rohingyas refugee status and
work permit has added new twists to
the issue of their repatriation,
sourcessay.

The government in September
rejected outright a UN proposal
styled, "Programme of Self Reliance
of Refugees and Support to the
Refugee and Host Community", that
came in different words and forms
inthelast two years.

The UNHCR works on three
tracks on refugies: resettlement,
repatriation and logal integration. It
also protects the rights of refugees
notto be repatriatéd involuntarily.



