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Spmwlmg city
slums give rise
to crime

SHAHIDUL ISLAM raids on several occasionstoarrest  family alive in 1999 and two
sivinsnssinensnesbinsssnesssenssnesesnensneenes CHMINAlS but failed. The CMP  othergirlsin 1997.
- W PRt Increasing number of slums in  dealtheavilyinOctoberlastyearto Around 40 people were killed
the port city, the second largest  demolishtheBarisal Colony. in a dozen of landslides in a
Pro-government Bijoy Utsab Udjapan Parishad sets up its office (left) and erects makeshift stalls on Outer Stadmm premises. etropolis) i ralting TGl birh ACMP official said thatmany  decadeatMotijharnaslum.

Cig tense over \Iictory Day
celebrations

Political division undermines the spirit of liberation war as rivals announce programmes at same venue

SHAHADAT Hoss.'\m RIAD

Palmcal d.ivzsmn aw:r t.he ce]cbra—
tion of Victory Dayin the port city:
is marring the sanctity of the spirit
of the War of Liberation as rivals
lock homns over the venue of a fair

a victory festival evicting the then
organisers on the Chittagong
OuterStadium premises,
Pro-government Chittagong
city, north district and south dis-
trict commands of Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad under the

years until 2000 but the pro-
government organisers took
control ofthe venuein 2001.
Pro-Mela Parishad leaders
termed holding of the Victory
Festival "capture of the Victory
Fair Venue and snatching of the

special security measures would
be taken in and around the fair

valley to check any untoward

incident. "Private security person-
nel will be deployed alongside a
permanent police camp at the fair
ground to face the hazards of visi-

petty political interests in a hei-
nousway," headded.
Meanwhile, Mohiuddin
Chowdhury on Wednesday
announced that a month long
Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela would
begin on December 1 on the Outer

likein the previous year. banner of Muktijuddher Bijoy fair" while the organisers of the torsroundtheclock," headded. Stadium premises atany cost.
A tense situation is prevailing  Utsab Udjapan Parishad are tak-  Victory Festival described it as A member of Bijoy Utsab Abul Hashem, Secretary
{ over holding of Victory Day cele-  ing preparation to organise a 25-  "restoration of Victory Festival" Udjapan Parishad said that some  General of Muktijuddher Bijoy
| bration programmes by the rival day Victory Festival titled andreinstatementofrealfreedom Awami League leaders led by Mela Parishad, told The DailyStar
groupsatthe same venue, "Muktijuddher Bijoy Utsab" atthe  fightersinorganising the fair. Mayor ABM Mohiuddin that they are determined to hold

Nationalist Party (BNP) organised  Chittagong Outer Stadium for 16  at Tk13,000 to 60,000 each and . back as the platform was used for  evicting the occupiers,” he added. : P R
A slum at Patharghata area in the city.
roper sanitation and leaving criminalspots. AnEstate Department official
gz’:t:::gf;éﬁ e Ecogc for different diseases anga Bangladesh Railway has 831 said railway authorities would
themain features of slums. acres of abandoned land with be beneﬁtediftheselands could
i' Baderkhali Bridge to The slums are sprawled at 479 acres already under the berecovered.
i link the offshore nookand comnerofthe city. control of illegal occupants in "We conduct at least 4 to 5
! island of Moheshkhall Barisal Colony at city's ChittagongDivision. drives a month to eyict illegal
I with the district head- Madarbari Rail Crossing, Railway Scores of slums have grown occupants,” the official said
’ quarters of Cox's Station Colony, Jamtala Bosti, uponthisabandonedlandinthe adding that the drives'do not
‘ Bazar and other parts - Jhaotala Colony at Jamal Khan, city. And they have eamned the prove much effective as the
[ of the country is Kazi Colony at Kazir Dewri, bad name of "crime points" evicted settle at the same area
golng on in full swing, Patharghata Bosti, Goachhi where peddling of drugs, smug-  again for lack of proper.protec-
Local people said the " Bagan near Chittagong Medical gled goods and illegal firearms tivemeasures.
bridge that would College hostel at Chateshwari take place. Besides, different Local "mastans" are ma.kmg
connect Chakaria of Road, Sher Shah Colony, Tulatali criminal and anti-social activi- money capturing the railway
Cox's Bazar at Bosti, Burma Colony, MeahXhan ties' frequently occur there. land illegally and'giving rise to
Baderkhali will save Bazar Bosti, Bou Bazar Bosti, Slums at Barisal Colony, Station the criminal and anti-social
two hours while Ghasiarpara Bosti, Bagarbeel Road area and Jamtoli Bosti are  activities, he said. The poor slum
travelling to and from Bosti, Matijharna Colony, themostinfamous ones. people are not benefitted as they
the offshore Island Tigerpass Bosti, Pahartali Railway The Jamtoli Bosti at Enayet are to pay rent to the criminals
: Bosti, Ambagan Bosti, Firoz Shah  Bazar and Motijharna Slum at  there,headded. ;

Rivalry has been marring the
solemnity ‘of traditional
Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela (Victory
Fair) in the port city of Chittagong
for thelast three years.

The trouble began in 2001
when Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad of Chittagong city, north
and south district commands tied
to the ruling Bangladesh

venue from December5.

On the other hand, opposition
backed Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela
Parishad announced a month
long fair -titled «"Muktijuddhber
Bijoy Mela® (Victory Fair) at the
same vehue beginning today
(December1).

"Mukjuddher Bijoy Mela" was
celebrated in and. around

Bijoy Utsab Udjapan Parishad
has already leased out the fair
venue to a private firm to monitor
thestall allotment process.

The lessee 'SA Syndicate'-has
set up some 220 stalls at the outer
stadium, SA Syndicate Director
Emdadul Aziz Chowdhury told
this correspondent that traders
already booked around 150 stalls

Chowdhury took theleadership of ,the fair as per the announcement

the victory fair originally organ-
ised by eminent freedom fighters
of the port city in 1989 and made

| moneyafterpoliticisingit. ;i .
"The freedom fighters could .

organise the fair for only two
occasions upholding the true
history of the War of Liberation
before they were forced to step

of Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury.
"Qur Victory Day programimes

« will begin'with-a rally of real free-~

dom fighters from Shaheed Minar

this moming (December 1) and ™

lighting the 'victory flame' at
stadium area." "We will inaugu-
rate the fair at the Outer Stadium
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among the dwellers as those are
giving rise to criminal and anti-
social activities.

Statistics of law enforcing
agencies and non-government
organisations (NGO) showed

of basic amenities, absence of
recreation inlife, inhumanliving
condition, dealing of illegal
drugs, criminal activities, pres-
ence ofcriminals, vested interest

 or political leverage and lack of

criminals generally used to take
refuge at the slums to avoid
police raid or legal action. And
slums are increasing in the port
city with the help of a section of
unscrupulouspolice personnel.

criminal and anti-social activi-
ties centring the slums.

Illegal slums.on the railway
land are also a concern in
Chittagong. Most of these slums
have turped into notorious

Colony, Tigerpass Francis Colony
and Agrabad Bheluar Dighi are
'infamous' slumsin Chittagong.

These slums are known as the
safe haven for many topnotch
and notorious criminals as well
as anti-social elements of
Chittagong and Greater
Chittagong.

The Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) launched 'cleansing'

: " auditorium. | '
Former Principal of Chlttagung

N(ﬁzad , CCC G?_ﬂe'f _Mudmal Uﬂ‘icar Dr

Lalkhan Bazar are now "death
traps” as the illegal occupants
erected thatched houses on the
slopes and bottoms of hills risk-
inglives and properties.

Over 200 thatched houses
have been erected in the hillock
slum of Jamtoli Bosti by some
unscrupulous elements: Two
incidents of landslides at the
slum buried 10 members of a

The Estate Department of
Railway with a poor manpower
and insufficient logistics carried
out eviction drives throughout
the year. But the drives praved to
be futile efforts and wastage of

I, that the commercial capital has An NGO executive said police  labour and money as the recov-
now more than 100 slums in 60  regularly extort money from the  ered lands were left unprotected
sqkmareas, criminals living intheslumsand  and illegal occupants find no

The ramshackle houses, lack  keep theireyesshuttoallsortsof  difficulty tosettle thereagain.

On the other hand, the rail-
way authorities seem to have a
little to. do against those who
have grabbed its huge areas of

lands at Motijharna, Madarbari |

rail crossing and Jhaotala colony.
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Meanwhile, Chittagong City.
Corporation (CCC) took a pro-
ject styled "Poverty Reduction
Scheme in Slums" to upgrade the
conditions of the slums and
ensure basic needslike education
and healthcare forits dwellers.

"Our eiforts were already
paying dividends and such
initiatives would bring a change
intheslums," a CCC official said.
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teachers o ensure quality education for Wednesday with a, call for creating S
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Industrialist Salahuddin Kashem
 Khan chaired the function held on the
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