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Women's representation

National aspirations unmet

HE Jatiya Sangsad's enactment of a law on women's

reserved seats in parliament has three elements.

First, the quota has been raised from 30 to 45; sec-
ondly, without marking any break with the past, the
reserved berths will be as usual filled out through indirect
election; and thirdly, the selection or nomination of the
women members to the reserved quota will be proportion-
ate to the respective strengths of the political parties in par-
liament. In other words, the principle of proportional repre-
sentation has come to replace what used to be a winner-
take-it-all clean sweep of the women seats by the ruling
party or coalition. This is a new feature, apart from the
raised numberof women parliamentarians.

All this is a slight improvement upon the past dispensa-
tion, which is essentially subjective, cosmetic and apolo-
getic in nature having nothing to do with any objective
improvement of the women's political representation at the
highest possible level. This is virtually maintaining status
quo. As a matter of fact, in terms of the expectations raised
inthe backdrop of an opportunity presentingitselffor legis-
lating an entirely newdispensation, this is a bigdisappoint-

‘We have been consistently in favour of dlrect election to
the women's seats. Unfortunately, a disingenuous argu-
ment to the effect that it involved a fresh exercise in delimi-
tation of constituencies for women stood in the way of
adopting the diréct election method. The continuation of
the old system, even with a slender embellishment, means
that the women members would be handpicked by political
partiesas opposed to being elected by people.

The nominated women MPs had virtually no role to play
except for helping in' government formation, or raising the
decibel of the ruling party's voice in the parliament as yes
persons. Itneither gave dignity nor power to the women.

The 14th amendment has failed to meet the aspirations of
women for political empowerment which has been so per-
sistently and legitimately articulated by women activist
groups and endorsed by civil society leaders including the

Sooner a further amendment to the law is made the

Buckling under zealot

Itmuststop before snowballing

section of ultra-orthodox elements has long been
objecting to participation of women in outdoor |
sports. Notlongago, they tried to stop a girls' football
‘tournament in Dhaka. Timely interference by the govern-

"e'f?" savedthe day for the organisers.
5

eems the forces opposed to women's presence in the

beenbadlyjolted.

tation of the sport.

sports arena are still active, as is evident from their success-
ful attempt to get women out of a long distance swimming
contest in Chandpur. The name of the organisation that the
zealots have founded speaks volumes for their plans and
programmes. The self-styled "Anti-Islamic activity resis-
‘tance committee" had threatened to launch a movement if
women swimmers were allowed to take part in the long dis-
tance event, Theyarranged a protest rally and submitted a
memorandum to the Deputy Commissioner of Chandpur
demanding exclusion of the event for female swimmers.
Their demand was accepted. But what about those poor
girls who have been knocked out of the tournament for
something they are hard-put to accept? The swimming
careers of the sixgirls, who wereready to enter the fray, have

This is capitulation. The problem with accepting such a
demand is that there is no knowing where the obscurantists
will stop or what they will ask for the next time around.
Swimming is a popular sport and pastime all over the world,
and is believed to be a physical exertion of the most benefi-
cial kind. Itis more than a sport. Our boys and girls have a
natural ability to swim and are doing pretty well in regional
contests. It is a decent sport which has nothing that can be
objected to. But, well, the orthodox have their own interpre-

Now, it is time to have a closer look at the recent develop-
ments. Should we leave our women out of some popular
sports and games only because some people feel that
women should stay indoors? If not, then the government
and all concerned should take a firm stand on the issue and
neutralise the threatwith timely and effective steps. Itisnot
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Political culture of renaming

- AMM SHAWKAT ALL

HE recent decision of

National University (NU)

authorities to name NU as
Ziaur Rahman National University
has been termed by noted academics
as "unfortunate and morally unac-
ceptable” (The Daily Star, October
23, 2004). It is said that the senate of
NU decided to rename this institu-
tion. The proposal in this regard was
moved by the Vice-Chancellor of NU
at the 10 session of the senate that
had barelyfilled the quorum.

Giving his reaction to the pro-
posal, a noted academic was
reported to have said that it would
make Ziaur Rahman "controversial”.
Other noted academics also
adversely reacted to the proposed
move for renaming. The reactions
include (a) renaming would not
increase the dignity of Ziaur Rahman,
(b) renaming institutions should not
be made at the whim of an individual
or group and further that such a
practice reflects poor quality of

litical culture and (c) the VC of NU

engineered the move to change
the name to consolidate his position

.in the ruling party etc. One of the

academics also said "we have wit-
nessed the practice during the rule of
Awami League and now under this
government’, Is thatright?

The legacy from

Pakistan days
Changing of names of established
roads was initiated when Bangladesh

was part of Pakistan. Thus the old
Madan Mohan Basak road in Wari
was changed to the Tipu Sultan road
although Tipu Sultan had no contri-
bution in that locality. Chitta Ranjan
avenue near sadar ghat was renamed
Liaquat avenue. The list can go on.

The pratice continued after the birth
of Bangladesh.

Nari Shikka Mandir near
Hatkhola was renamed after 1971 as
Sherebangla Balika Mohhabidya-
laya. ‘This educational institution

authorities of the erstwhile Nari
Shikka Mandir. The irony is that the
name of the institution was not
changed during Pakistan days.

Global practice

There is nothing wrong in naming
important places and institutions
after the names of great leaders of
nations or great individuals of dis-
tinction. Examples include George
Washington University, Jawaharlal

Nehru University, John E Kﬂﬂnd}'\t/hmvcr. been renamed as Bhasani

leader of Awami League in recogni-
tion of his contribution to the libera-
tion War. It is now called Shah
Amanatairport.

Some of the names of institutions
and important places named after
individuals, however, remain
unchanged. This is what it should be.
The examples include Osmany

n.Osmanymmlimlml! and
Osmay auditorium. The Novo
named after B:mglah:mdhu has

Resistancetorenaming

Aretired secretary to the government
recalls some instances of resistance
to renaming of important places by
politicians. In 1974, he was one of the
two deputy secretaries in the minis-
try of communications which con-
sisted of (a) railways and (b) roads
and highways including ports. An
application to change the name of a
rural railway station of the then
Narayanganj subdivision was
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If mstltutlons or places of public Importance are forced to change their names on political or partlsan gruunds the
result is intellectual decadence. This is not to say that institutions or places of public importance should not be
named after public leaders. Indeed, this should be done but not as part destruction of images or building up images
for narrow partisan interests.

was established by Lilabati Nag,
daughter of Rai Bahadur Girish
Chandra Nag. Her husband Anil
Chandra Rai was a freedom fighter
during British colonial rule.
Available information indicate
that Lilaboti graduated from Bethun
College Kolkata in 1921 and had
obtained her masters degree in
English from Dhaka University in
1923, In the same year, Lilabati estab-
lished a school called 'Dipali' at
Abhoy Das lane. The same school
now is known as Quamrunnessa
government girls' high school. On
February 2, 1928 Lilaboti established
Nari Shikka Mandir. The change of
name of Nari Shikka Mandir to
Sherebangla Balika Mohabidayalaya
has not contributed to the image
building of the late AK Fazlul Huq
whowas r than life when he was
Macyeonle ity belle that g
ple y believe thatif he
n.m he would not have agreed
mthisn:hnngenfname.()n the other
hand, Lilabati is still remembered

with great respect by the college

airport, Subhas Chandra Bose airport
and what have you. In India, many of
the roads still bear the names of
Mughal days and also of British
colonial days. The roads or institu-
tions in most counties have not been
renamed with every change in gov-
ermnment.

Bangladeshscenario

In contrast, the political culture of
renaming institutions and important
places is all-pervasive. In 1973, by an
act of parliament, a trust was estab-
lished for national awards to individ-
uals and institutions for their contri-
bution to different fields of crop,
livestock, fisheries and environment.
In 1977, the act was amended by an
ordinance to rename Bangabandhu
award for agriculture as President's
award.

After 1996, the law was further
amended to restore Banglabandhu
award. It is said that the present
practiceis to call it President’s award.
After 1996 again, the Chittagong
airport was renamed after a local

Novo theatre. The old PG hospital,
later converted into Bangabandhu
Medical University has also not been
renamed yet. Same is the case with
Bangabandhu Agriculture University
at Gazipur. The old Institute of Post
Graduate Studies in Agriculture
(IPSA) was upgraded into
Bangabandhu Agriculture University
after 1996.

Asenseless political culture

In the case of NU, as stated earlier,
one academic has termed it as a
reflection of poor quality of political
culture. Indeed it is so and more than
poor. [tis senseless. The major politi-
cal parties would do well not to con-
tinue the practice else it will become
a never ending game of renaming
institutions and important places at
tax payers' cost, public or interna-
tional confusion excluded. It hasalso
been said that renaming should not
be done at the whim of individuals or

groups.

received. The proposal wastonameit
aftera local freedom fighter who was
killed during the war of liberation.
There was also a counter petition
addressed to the minister, then late
captain Mansur Ali. Both the applica-
tions were sent to the rilway board
for their views. The railway board,
after local inquiry, sent their views.
The minister ultimately decided not
to change the name as the railway
station was named after the village
where it was located and it had
existed there since the British colo-
nial days.

It was a strange coincidence that
Ziaur Rahman visited the village in
1977. He also addressed a public
meeting in an open field near to the
railway station. Some of the local
people gave him a petition request-
ing the change of name of the station.
Itwas the same old case in which the
minister declined to interfere. Ziaur
Rahman asked the deputy commis-
sioner abouthis views,

The DC silently drew Ziaur

Rahman's attention to that partofthe
petition which stated that the said
application for renaming the railway
station was not accepted by the
minister for communications in
1974. Ziaur Rahman also did not
agree to the proposal for renaming
thestation.

Institutions are not

built in a day

Akhter Hamid Khan, the well
remembered architect of the two-
tier cooperative network, in one of
his writings, cautioned against the
faster growth of what was than
known as the integrated rural devel-
opment programme (IRDP). In
support of his contention he said
"Human beings are dispensable but
not institutions". His cautionary
note was in a different context.
However, the message is relevant. If
institutions or places of public
importance are forced to change
their names on political or partisan
grounds, the result is intellectual
decadence. This is not to say that
institutions or places of public
importance should not be named
after public leaders. Indeed, this
should be done but not as part
destruction ofimages or building up
images for narrow partisan inter-
ests. There are only a few individuals
in Bangladesh who are remembered
as institutions because of their
outstanding contributions to the
nation or the society. Naming insti-
tutions is one of the ways of paying
tribute to them. Changing the
names on political grounds
amounts to distorting history and
very muchinbad taste. Itis believed
by many in Bangladesh that the
existing state of decadence of insti-
tutions of the state is the direct
outcome of decadence in political

psyche.

A M M Shawkal Ali, PhD is an ex-Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture,

A new India policy needed
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remain the outstanding reality. [t has
given Pakistan a skewed Budget
structure that crowds out not only
development, but reduces social
sectors’ current spending also. It has
made the society military-
dominated and prevented democ-
racy from taking roots. It perpetuates
Pakistan's all-round backwardness,
It is now increasing poverty. Despite
this huge cost, Kashmiris have not
come an inch closer to their Azadi.
More of it can lead to Pakistan's
destruction.

ET'Sface facts. The Composite | S =8 -
Dialogue, despite much :

contrived goodwill on both
sides, is going nowhere. Even PM
Shaukat Aziz's meeting with Indian
Premier failed to make a
breakthrough, largely because
Pakistan wants India to accept a
constitutional change in Indian-
controlled Kashmir. It is time
Islamabad realised when three and a
half wars could not loosen India's
control over Kashmir, mere
diplomacy stands evenless chance of
achieving that goal. All aspects of
Islamabad's India policy, including
the one of encouraging Islamic
insurgency in Kashmir, have not
achieved much. Insistence on trying
to reword or reworkit runs the risk of
an eventual all out war. If durable
peace cannot be made, one way or
another, collisionsand war cannotbe
avoidedincomingyears,

The bottom-line of what PM
Shaukat Aziz said to his Indian coun-
terpart is tantamount to a return to
the well-worn position of Kashmir
being the core issue: unless progress
is made on it, other seven issues
cannot be resolved. It was a position
that had been specifically given up in
order to get Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee
to agree to restart the Compaosite
Dialogue. Can this reversion to the
long held but barren stance deliver
the desired goodies? One of the more
dangerous implications of the policy
of staking everything on the aim of
somehow wresting Kashmir from
India can only be on the basis of
threat of war by Pak Army. Can war

stance. Once he recommended the
solution-seeking method of remov-
ing a possible solution from the
agenda that India found unaccept-
able, he was giving India a virtual
veto. Then, asking the people to
debate possible alternatives to Paki-
stan's traditional stance on Kashmir
was tantamount to throwing the
plebiscite idea out of the window.
When the head ofastate offers to give
up a stand in public he kills it. Its
revival will not be taken seriously and
willlackeredibility.

ingly accepts. For, that to happen, the
Kashmiris, rather than Pakistanis,
should propose one or more possible
solutions, The Indians will only
accept a solution if it does not mili-
tate against their basic interests and
evenstances,

But it is also important that Paki-
stan's basic interests should not
suffer. Just as the quest for a political
solution isrequired to be of awin-win
kind, if possible, the new relationship
with India too should be equally

\I{bcneﬁclal to both sides. Moreaver,

future, we have to end these arms
races and develop the economy in a
manner that increases employment
and actually ameliorates the condi-
tions in which common people live.
Thatis a decision we must take for its
own sake and now there is an oppor-
tunity presented by the experience of
the year-long negotiations with
India.

The net outcome of the talks so far
is that no Kashmir solution is avail-
able that replaces India's sovergignty
over the Kashmir territories with

Tha pnllcles hltherto pursued hava had a baleful eﬂect Polltlcally aware Paklstams raallse that lhelr pollty s troubles
arise from the unending arms spending. If we, the people of Pakistan, want a better future, we have to end these
arms races and develop the economy in a manner that increases employment and actually ameliorates the conditions
in which common people live.

Itis time we saw the limits of actual
possibilities on Kashmir clearly. If
Pakistan would become more
obstreperous on Kashmir, India will
invade Pakistan and the much tom-
tommed atomic weapons will not
comeinto play, as they did notin 2002
and for the same reason of not being
deterrent enough to a nuclear India.
Kashmiris, by their own exertions,
might achieve something, provided
they struggle non-violently. But if
they continued to employ guns, they
run the risk of their own decimation:
by using violence they are pexmitting
India to employits superiorviolence-
making machine and they have
shown they shrink not from employ-
ing overwhelming force against a
largely unarmed populace. Use of
violent means either by Pakistanis or
Kashmiris now look like inviting a
war between India and Pakistan. War
andviolence hasnow to be eschewed
completelyas futile and dangerous.

Anyway the form the policy carry-
ing the germs of war took the form of
demanding a UN-supervised plebi-
scite to decide the future status of | &
K State so that its people can exercise
their inherent right to determine

Ifwaris out of the question on, and
about, Kashmir -- as indeed itis -- an
alternative relationship with India
becomes a must. There will then be
no point in staying distant or isolat-
ing Pakistan from other friends of
India. Now that Pakistan is forced to
change stance for many reasons, it
will be far more logical and politic to
cultivate good relations with India.
Let's gain what we can in free trade
and economic cooperation with it. It
will make eminent sense to make
India committed to as many schemes
of economic and cultural coopera-
tion as possible. The closer Pakistan
gets to India, the less likelihood there
will be of India's hardliners spitting
fire and brimstone against minori-
ties; India's secularism and democ-

racy will be strengthened. That is in ‘

Pakistan's enlightened self-interest.
It will also discourage more than
merely incipient fascist forcesinbath
countries.

Anyway, it is basically a new situa-
tion. Pakistan has inexorably and
increasingly to withdraw from the
earlier full support to Kashmiris'
right of self-determination --
through the plebiscite way. Now;

both Pakistan and India need to
ensure that Kashmiri people's inter-
ests do not suffer. Anyhow, Pakistan
needs to keep in view its own domes-
tic situation sharply in focus, both
political and economic. The new
relations with India must be of a kind
and so pursued as to be compatible
with solutions of all its domestic
problems. These problems, on their
own, reqlumncwpnl.lnies.
goes to economic hard-

ships being borne by people because
unemployment and poverty are
growing at an accelerating rate.
Inflation, combined with growth of
paverty, creates an intolerable situa-
tion. Crimes of all kinds are growing
in number as well as extent. Hopes of
a better tomorrow are diminishingin
common folks, These are clearly the
results of the budget structure that
has evolved over 57 years which
allocates maximum resources for
national security, firmly subordinat-
ing human security. Life for the
common Pakistani was never so
hard.

The policies hitherto pursued
have had a baleful effect. Politically
aware Pakistanis realise that their

something better. Pakistan cannot go
out and conquer Kashmir; that
makes war out of the question. If war
isout ofaccount, all that remainsisto
choose between two possible policy
options: live without any settlement
on Kashmir that will involve on pres-
ent indications, continuation of arms
races, despite India being able m
how to increase the disparity

tary strength while hil.utnml relnﬂons
remain strained. This will involve
frequent crises and tensions and
exigencies of Kashmir situation may
propel the countries into conflict. This
will mean war remaining builtinto the
situation thewayitis today.

The second option isto change the
nature of Indo-Pakistan relationship
after making a settlement on Kash-
mir on terms that are acceptable to
India. MQM Chief Altaf Hussain's
proposal to accept the LOC as the
bordermaybe painfulif stated baldly.
But it is realistic and is based on the
only basis that will be acceptable to
India. His "for the time being" makes
no sense. Once a border has been
madeaborder, itwillhave to remaina
border. Any attempt to change it will
become aggression -- and pointless if

India and Pakistan simultaneously
giving maximum autonomy to their
respective Kashmir, everything to be
delegated to them except a few sub-
jects, and making all borders (LOC
included) soft --is a better version; it
is Altaf Hussain's basic idea clothed
with attractive raiment. This formula
too will entail a lot of negotiations.
The raiment will need to be strength-
ened with policies pledged by both
countries to be watched over by each
other and the civil society in either
country. ;

But the formula will go nowhere
unless both countries agree (o
change their relationship radically
from being inveterate enemies (o
close friends of the kind France and
Germany now are. Just as the latter
two did, these two will also need to
implement a thoroughgoing
programme of reconciliation
between the peoples, the armies,
bureaucracies and academia; it will
have to travel from grassroots up to
the highest echelons in all fields,
Close bilateral economic coopera-
tion, with a view to mutual enrich-
ment -- far more than free and pref-
erential trade -- should extend to the
whole region. The SAARC can be the
instrument. The two should perfect
a partnership that may drive the
regional integration which may
eventually become a cognisable
international entity.

All this is not meant to be an
exercise to make Pakistan an awe-
inspiring great power. The main
objective is to resolve domestic
polarisations and to improve the
material standards of living of peas-
ants, workers, the salariate and the
lumpen proletariat. 'Greatness of a
nation' is anairy-falry concept when
it does not hide the ugly face of impe-
rialistic militarism. Although mate-
rial improvement in living standards
are very viluable and desirble for
their own sake, they are not the final
destination. The ultimate purpose is
lift human beings to a phase where
they, free of the worry of where their
next meal come from, can meaning-
fully exercise their freedoms and live
a richer and hopefully creative cul-
tural existence.

a good thing that sports and religion are being mixed UP by | achieve the desired result? The their own future. President obviously and as the Presidentsays, polity's troubles arise from the waristobeavoided.
the ultra conservative elements. answer is no, Longbefore suchawar,  Musharraf had given it a more than  the only likely solution that can be  unending arms spending. If we, the In the context, the Manmohan
non-stop arms races with India merely implied good by to this arrived at is the one that India will-  people of Pakistan, want a better Singhformula, ifonecancallitthat--  MBNaqyiisaleading columistin Pakistan.
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OPINION
The biotechnology debate
DR S K BHADRA ignore the benefits human society believe our decision making body  sperm, has been celebrated as a bio-  not only related to total food produc-  crops are introduced our farmers will  experiments are still in progress and  tive research programmes with Inter-
received with the ful uses of includes the experts from such insti-  technological breakthrough. Further tionbutalso to uneven distributionof  have to purchase its seeds at every  the results received so far are different  national Agricultural Research Insti-
atomic energy. in agriculture tutes, it has been identified that exploiting  food. Itis adifferent issue and govern- ELF time. It has also been men- depending upon environment. In  tutes such as IRRI, ICRISAT, ICARDA
HE debate on merits and  gsecigragood numberof crop varieties Islam has pointed out the negative tic diversity and the associ- mentpolicyneedstobereorientedfor  tioned thatsuchcropseedsareunable  such experiments genotype- mtherthanallowingMNCstosell their
demerits of the use of trans-  paye been developed with the use of _ impact of the introduction of green ate lril:ional properties of that Buttofeed increasedpopulation,  to produce their true andthere- environment interaction cannot be  seeds. A positive sign is that a number
nic crops inour country fisst — mgiation, whicharewidelyusedeven revolution and biotechnology i aumr.hthnnnus landracesprovidesan our food production must be fore it is non-ren le. This is not  ignored. AndIknowmanyscientistsin  of young and energetic scientists
startedin 1998and inthelast fiveyears  j, gur country. So we cannot put any  agriculture. Is it so? Was it possible to  option for addressing nutrition- increased and here lies the develop- ftrueasincaseofourmajorcropssuch  India are now engaged in develop- having research experience in
quite a good number of commentary straight negative comment on the feed the increased population if the related health hazards. So itisimpor-  mentofefficienttechnology. as rice, wheat, pulses (self pollinated  ment of insect resistant cotton variet-  the field of Genetic ﬂm\cnng are
articles written by scientists, journal- application of biotechnology in our  high yielding varieties of crops partic-  fant to identify the problem and then Islam has expressed his dread that  crops) once a variety is developed  ies by modification of genetic system  now engaged in rese different
ists and NGO n:ippm inour  gericulture, ularly of rice and wheat were not to solve it with integrated approach.  with the introduction of biotechnol-  either through hybridisation or throughtransgenesis. Institutes and Universities of Bangla-
national and regional dailies. Very Biotechnology as such is a vast  developed or introduced and accli- There are convincing examples that  ogy in our agriculture there will be  transgenesis, lia[can be maintained [slam has rightly mentioned the  desh. I believe they are Very careful
Nazrul [slam has expressed subject and GMO technology (Ge- matised. For exam aﬁnle, according to  the application of biotechnology in  further genetic erosion in our tradi- by the farmers. Only in case of b brid allefn and toxic effect of some GM  andcapable to meetournational need
his view on the possible disaster that  netic Engineering) is only a part of it. ~ one estimate, global rice production  conjunction with conventional tech-  tional crops as the farmers will con-  variety (still such variety has not Any GM crop before releaseina  with judicious application of biotech-
may arise with the introduction of [ his article Islam has focused the must reach 800 million from 585 niqueshaveyielded promisingresults.  centrate more on monoculture. released in Bangladesh in cascof self country needs to be screened both at  nology in our agriculture. Our scien-
biotechnologyin ouragriculture ("The ssible adverse effects of the - millionin2003 tomeet thedemandin It has been pointed out that the Biotechnological devices, on the pollinated cropssuchasriceorpulses) field and laboratory for testing its  tists and decision makers will do their
BiotechnologyTrap,' The Daily Star, 1 initrodtiction of GM crops in Bangla-  2025. And the agricultural scientists  introduction of green revolution has mntmry offers opportunityofwiden-  seeds need to be provided at every  suitability in terms of its performance  duties in the interest of our coun
Nov. 2004). to him the desh, Our country is densely popu-  arelooking for adoption of both con-  come from the idea of commerciali- netic diversity as mutation sowingtime. Evenin case of selfpolli- and qualigy Even in case of many and not in favour of MNCs, They
experts including 15 md lated and we must hunt for newtech-  ventional and high technologies to  sation of agriculture. But so far report g does. Here the decision nated crops such as brinjal and naturally existing field crops such as  plan our national programmes in
decision makers of our coun nology that can help usin solvingour  reach this goal. In the mean time the  goes without green revolution it was nmiuzrs need to direct the authorities  tomatoitis very easy tosupply hybrid ~ grass pea (Khesari) toxic substance  suchawaythatour farmers' rights are
working in favour of some m ﬁm food and nutrition problem. In this  plant breeders and physuolngi.m at  not possible to feed the increased concerned to frame laws and seeds to the farmers as a single has been reported and it is only uphold and our environment is not
tional companies (MNCs)andforthat  process there is no scope of ignoring  IRRI outlined a new plant ?pe ro;ll‘u!adon of the world. Even if we ngmmmes for conservation of the  mationcanyield hundredsof through genetic manipulation neces-  polluted with any undesirable genetic
only they are arguing for introduction  our farmers' interest. Yes, our and advanced significantly. t our neighbouring cuu;n and races and widening genetic In Bangladesh at this stage the sary comrection has been done. It is  contamination. We must admit that
of biotechnologyin our agriculture.In  are verypoorandwemust take careof  Improving nurritional quality of rice  India the picture mes clear. l diversity. It is pertinent to mention  question of using of pesticide and thereforeimportant toconcentrateon  we cannot sit idle without justifying
this perspective 1 like to mention here  their interest and not the interest of  hasbeen identified asonefood-based  only ﬂmu%remen revolution India  here that recently made global treaty  herbicide resistant variety is not very  the proper and judicious application  the application of this :ed'mnlugﬁn
some points, Itis true that everytech- ~ MNCs. And it is the responsibility of roach to remedy nutritional tumed to a self-sufficient/food onsharingplantgenesasmtifiedby55 important. We must concentrate on  of biotechnology in our agriculture.  agriculture, which has already
nnlogyhns merits as well as demerits.  our national agricultural institutes dagdmdespmﬁingmlurge parts of muglm country from a deficit one.  countries, Eas come into force, This the development and release of Without de rﬂng only on foreign  accepted in the field of medicine and
the judicious applicationofa  such as Ban Rice Research  the developing world. In this context, the credit goes to the eminent can be considered a milestone in the  improved varieties only in terms of  countries if we evolve new varieties  industryeveninourcountry.
can itsbenefitforus.  Institute, Bangladesh Agricultural the genetically modified golden rice, scientist, Dr MS Swaminathan, for context of upholding farmers' right wﬂi, quality and disease resistant. ourselves as per our need then there
« Atomic energy in form of atom  Research Institute to see our national  engineered to contain the vitamin A nrevolutioninIndia. Itistruethat  andconservationofland races, th regard to the trial of Btcottonin  will be no question. And in this con-  DrSKBhadrals Professor, Department of Botany,
bomb is catastrophic but we cannot  interests related to agriculture. I  precursor B-carotene in the endo- or starvation of poor people is It has been presumed that if GM  India it may be pointed out that the nection we need to initiate collabora-  Universityof Chittagong. §



