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Bringing Bach, Mozart and

. Haydn to life

A feast of classical music at Osmani Memorial Hall

AFSAR AHMED

Tite; Chnsbﬂasawmlar{:ullechoq

HE secret of good musical

programme-planning is to

offer something for every
taste, to ensure that the chosen
repertoire brings out the best from
performer and instrument alike,
and Lo see that the overall shape of
the recital progresses naturally
towards a grand climax. The first
ever concert in Bangladesh by the
European Union Chamber
Orchestra (EUCO) easily met these
criteria in an evening of outstand-
ing performance at the Osmani

| - Memorial Hallon November 28. .
The Minister of State for Culture,

Selima Rahman graced the
occasion as chief guest while' the
Ambassador of the Royal
Netherlands Embassy, Kees
Beemsterboer was the special
guest.

Supported by Queen Sofia of
Spain, EUCO was formed in 1981
with players from the member
states of the European Union. The
orchestra lays an emphasis on
giving unique opportunities and
experience to young musicians at
the outset of their professional
careers as well as work as an
acknowledged Cultural Ambassa-
dorfor the European Union,

Opening with Bach's
Brandenburg Concerto no, 3 in G
major, the orchestra gave a fine
performance, with clear lines and
well-studied dynamics. The
ensemble was magnificent with
greal beauty of tone and especially

The performers combine dexterity with accuracy

the appealing sound effects in the
highestregister.

Combining wonderful dexterity
and accuracy in fast pace, with the
excellent support from the
orchestra, Mozart's Violin
Concerto no.2 in D major K211
overcame the rather excessively
reverberant acoustics with real
aplomb, in a brilliant performance.

After a 15-minute recess,

Mozart's Adagio K411 in F major
drew the very finest sounds from
the splendid instruments, and
always with a considered use of
dynamics and great tonal variety.
Clarity of finger-works were
abundantly evidenL.

The next one was Haydn's
Symphony no.59 in A major Fire--
wholly captured the classical
elegance of the composition.

In a recital of such immense
quality it might have been difficult
to achieve an effective conclusion.
However, a short presentation by
another great composer George
Phillip Telemann fitted the bill to
absolute perfection with a
performance of the very highest
order which left a lasting
impression--a fitting end to a
memorable concert.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

Marking a festive day

FAayza HAQ

To. celebrate ‘the Constitution Day of the
Russian Federation a photographyexhibition

house. The ladies with flowing skirts carry
large cakes, loaves of bread and sweetmeats
on their heads. Everybody is in festive mood
and sport bright garments of rejoicing as they

Diversity in Design

Theatre's drama festival

Soon after Independence, full-
fledged theatre praclice started in
Bangladesh. However, the approach
is still amateur. Although theatre
activists work hdrd all the yearround,
only little tidbits and appreciation
from the groups come theirway:

It is inspiring that a few awards
have been provided to honour the
professionally amateur theatre
activists of the country for their
outstanding contribution. However,
government organisations like
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
discontinued giving awards a long
time ago. Only a few theatrical
groups like Theatre, Natyachakra
and Dhaka Padatik are honouring
outstanding theatre practitioners by
giving regular awards.

Theatre, a leading theatrical
group, provides two awards
annuallyMartyr Muneir Chowdhury
Award and Zakaria Smrity Padak,
The previous one was introduced in
1989 in memoriam of the martyred
intellectual during the Liberation
War. Muneir Chowdhury is the
mentor of many theatre personali-
ties of the country. Moreover, he is
the dramatist of the popular play
Kabar,

Sponsored by Kabir Chowdhury
and Meher Kabir, the Martyr Muncir
Chowdhury Award is provided to
honour the senior theatre activists or

‘Theatre activists need recognition

memorable characters is that of a
refugee in Nobanno by Bijon
Bhattacharya, which was staged in
Kolkatain 1944, Moreover, he was the
founder member of Bahurupi, a
famous theatrical group of Kolkata,
which was founded in 1948. In 1972,

organisations of the country for their
lifetime achievement in theatre.
Mohammed Zakaria is the first
person who bagged the prestigious
awardin 1989.

The Zakaria Smrity Padak was
introduced in 1997 to encourage

Mohammad Zakaria Shaheed Munier Chowdhury
he joined Theatre and worked for the
group untilhis death.

Ahmed Igbal Haidar, a theatre
actor-director and organiser of
Chittagong, is the first person who
received the Zakaria Smrity Padakin

promising theatre activists of the
country. Sponsored by Faruk Haidar,
the award is in memoriam of the late
pioneering theatre activist
Mohammed Zakaria, who has made
a tremendous contribution to

theatre since 1944. One of his
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Masum Reza's play Jolbalika depicts
the story of the village dwellers
whose lives are interwoven with the
river. The playwright also lashes out

againsttheillsof rural society suchas

gender inequality. Depicting the
complete lifestyle of the rural life
including romance, pathos and
others, the question he raises is: Who
is more important for a rural family--
asonoradaughter?

Directed by Shamsul Alam Bakul,
Padatik Natyashongshod's current
production Jolbalika will be staged
today at the Experimental Theatre
Stage at 6:30 p.m. aspartolthedrama
festival arranged by Theatre,

A sequence from the play

Selim Shamsul Huda Chowdhury
is the set designer while Nasirul
Haque Khokon is the light designer

make their way between the trees.
Amurkhanova's portrait presents a 104-year-
old resident of a village, holding up a young
child. This photo is by Viatkin. The old
woman, wrapped in a dark shawl appears
jovial despite the layers of age on her face.
There is also the photo of celebration at St
Petersburg marking its anniversary in May
2003, Peopleinuniforms and caps are playing
musical instruments such as large winding
horns while others look on with approval,
smiling, cheering and clapping.

Manege square in Moscow is presented in
another photograph by Korobeynikov and it
depicts a good looking young woman trying
out clothes while others are buying balloons
and sweetmeats and walking around in a

in Jolbalika. Nilmoni Aich, Tosaddek  Chowdhury and others performi In
Hossain Manna, Sabil Reza theplay.

is being held at the Russian Cultural Gentre,
Ceélebration of a marriage taking place in
 Dagistan ;klrcsems.. friends and relatives of the
groom taking food and gifts to the bride's

Ershad Kamol

It's a Girl, and a Boy, fdr
Julia Roberts

AP, 10S ANGELES

It's a girl. and a boy for actress Julia Roberts and her husband,
cinematographer Danny Moder. Roberts gave birth to twins Hazel
Patricia Moder and Phinnaeus Walter Moder on Sunday morming at

Women and children in a festive mood

happy, holiday atmosphere. In the back-
ground are church steeples in blue and red.
The next picture reveals an old man fishing
peacefully, He has on a loose overall and he
sits on a bench holding on to his rod The
water to his frontis in green and yellow. Nextis
a picture of haymaking in the village of
Nyonoksa by Vyatkin. Behind the tired and
worn oul farmer are more such dedicated and
relentless workers, The trees, hills and the sky
inthe backgroundhave been broughtin.

A picture of a Moscow swimming class
shows young girls with black tights doing
exercises with their limbs, with swish of their
long blonde hair and slim limbs. In another

hoto from Dagistan, a baby is being fed'a
Eanana The mother holds the baby while
others look onat this picture of contentment.
There is a picture of ncwly weds from

Moscow. The young woman is in layers of

white and she carries a bouquet of yellow
flowers, while her bridegroom s in gray. They

look a happy couple indeed. From the coast
village of Nyonoksa come the pictures of
children resting on their bike handles. There
is then the picture ofa laughing girl with three
sets ofhoops dangling fromherears. This has
been taken on the 850th anniversary of
Moscow in September 1997. The picture has
been taken by Fedorenko.

The pictures present happy laughing
faces, a reflection of harmony and content-
ment.

star-studdedheist caper.

aSouthern Californiahospital said publicist Marcy Engelman.
Engelman said that'motherand babiesare doing great'.
Roberts, who skyrocketed to fame with Pretty Woman in 1990, has

two films coming out in early December Mike Nichols' Claserand

QOcean's Tivelve, the Steven Soderbergh-directed sequel to 2001's

Roberts married Moder inJuly 2002 ather home inTaos, N.M. The
twins are the first children for Roberts, who won the best actress
Oscarin 2001 for Erin Brockovich.
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