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Another laurel for
Aly Zaker

ERSHAD KAMOL

LY Zaker scored another win two days

ago-- the prestigious Martyr Muneir

Chowdhury Award for his life time
achievementin theatre.
After a break caused by illness, eminent theatre
personality of the country, Aly Zaker, is back to
his cultural groove, A fewmonthsago he remade
a popular Nagorik production Kopiniker Cap-
tain. Now, he is busy with the adaptation of
playwright Hanif Kureshi's stage-play The Bor-
derlineforhis group.

Talking about the problems faced in the
course of the re-staging process of Kopiniker
Captain, Zaker who is the President of Nagorik
Natyasamradaya, says, "Most of the performers
of the current production of Kopiniker Captain

are young and are doing very well, In few cases ‘

they are doing better than the performers of the
earlier production of the same play, Thatis why I
have not faced many problems.

'In fact, new theatre activists have potential
and their approach is very positive. Those who
are continuing in theatre, after a certain period
are proving their talents because they are being
trained by experts. This was tough to get in
earlierdays,' headds.

On the subject of when he plans to stage the
adapted version of The Borderline, Zaker says,
'Hopefully within three months through a festi-
val. 1 am talking with Ataur Rahman, the general
secretary of Nagorik to arrange a festival includ-
ingonly Nagorik productions.

"We have three current productions already. I
am planning to re-start our popular play Dewan
Gazir Kissa where I will perform. 1 am also edit-
ing Shamsul Haq's Shesh Joddha. Moreover,
senior members of our group are also working
for some new productions. That is why arrang-
ing a drama festival is not a problem for
Nagorik.'

Aly Zaker has a stellar role in the country's
drama history. He was the director of the play
Baki Itthash by Badal Sarkar. This was a land-
mark as it was the first play in Bangladesh where
the audience bought tickets to watch the show.

Aly Zaker: A stellar role in theatre

Says a nostalgic Zaker, ' I still remember those
moments. That was a launch into an abysmal
vayage. Our youth was our only asset. Though
there were technical glitches, our disciplined
performance on the stage received a favourable
response from the audience. 1 still remember
this vividly, though the play was held way back
on February 3, 1973, at the British Council audi-
torium. The following day, the print media
claimed it as 'a revolution'. We also introduced
Mahila Samity Stagein stage drama.'

However, Baki Itihash is not his first stage
play. He first acted in Muneir Chowdhury's
Kabar directed by Mamunur Rashid, whichisan
Aranyak Natya Dal production. He first
appeared on the stage for any Nagorik produc-

tion is Michael Modhushudan Datt's Buro’

Shaliker Ghare Ro, directed by Ataur Rahman,

In his long acting career he has portrayed
diverse characters. His favourite role is that of
Gallelio. Says Zaker, 'l empathise with this char-
acter. [ have seen a few people in the audience
cry in the pin drop silence during the delivery of
afewphilosophical dialogues ofthe character.’

Along with acting and directing stage plays,
Zaker has adapted many popular plays of Shake-

_speare, Chekhov, Moliere, Brecht, Zuckmayer,

Ionesco and a few others, Explaining the cre-

ative process, Zaker says, 'A drama has two

beginnings-- once during writing, another
during production. That is why the translator or
the adapter of the foreign plays must be
acquainted with the stage. Otherwise, their
works will only serve academic purposes.’

Shakespeare, Ibsen, Brecht, Beckett, Syed
Shamsul Hag, Selim Al Deen and Mamunur
Rashid are his favourite playwrights.

Can professionalism be introduced in
Bangladeshi theatre? Zaker says, 'Never. Gov-
emment patronage is a must for professional-
ismin any country. Even the theatrical groups of
the developed countries like UK and Germany
getgovernmentsupport.'

Zaker, also a popular TV actor, however,
appears infrequently on television. As he says,
‘Theintroduction of package drama is a positive
development. However, because of the com-
mercial approach of the channels and sponsors
very few quality TV plays are produced. That is
whylamveryselectiveinmyroles.'

What is the solution to the crisis? He says,
'Private channels should take the initiative to
launch at least two quality plays a week without
anybusiness interest.'

Zaker's cultural activities have won acclaim.
He was awarded the Ekushey Padak in 1999 for
his contribution to theatre. Moreover, he has
received many prestigious awards like National
Academy of Performing Arts in 1977, Critic
Circle of India Award in 1984, Sequence Award of
Merit as outstanding Theatre Personality in 1984
and others.

Niranjan Adhikari awarded
Naren Biswas Padak '04

HARUN UR RASHID

ECITATION group
Kanthoshilon conferred this
year's Naren Biswas Padak
on Niranjan Adhikari, Associate
Professor of Dcpartmenl of Sanskrit
and Pali, | University, Presi-
“dent of Kanthoshilon poet Shamsur
Rahman hemded over the medal to
the recipient at a programme at the
« LiberationWar Museum on Novem-
ber 27--the 5th death anniversary of
Naren Biswas, an eminent pronun-
ciation perfectionist. Kanthoshilon
has been honouring personalities
who have contributed to the field of
refined ¥mnunmamn of Bangla on
this dayforlastfouryears.

EminentWahidul Haque, recitors
Bhaswar Bandyopadhyay and
Ashraful Alam, instructor of
Kanthoshilon Mir Barkat, and DU
professor of Bangla Soumitra
Shekharwere present atthe event.

Professor Naren Biswas was the
pioneer of refined pronunciation of
Bangla in the country. He was also
one of the founding members of the
recitation group Kanthoshilon.

He started lecturing on his
favourite subject, pronunciation, at
Kanthoshilon. In 1988, Naren

- Biswas along with Professor
Anisuzzaman, Wahidul Hague and
Jamil Chowdhury brought out a
dictionary of practical Bangla pro-

nunciation. In 1990, Bangla Acad-
emy brought out Naren's Bangla
Uchcharon Obhidhan. During the
last days of his life, Naren Biswas
recorded his lectures on Bangla
pronunciation. He also supervised
the 13 volumes of the audio produc-
tion Qitijier Qngikar (Promises of
Culture), a collection of recitation
from the rich treasure trove of
Bangla literature and music. Priyo
Pongktimala is one of his own reci-
tation albums produced from
Shabdoroop, arecitation group.
Niranjan Adhikari has made a
remarkable contribution to the field
of recitation and theatre. He has

PAKXISTAN FOOD FESTIVAL

A feast for the senses

MANISHA GANGOPADHYAY

Sheraton Dhaka's four-day Pakistan Food Festival
that began on November 25 and ended yesterday, was
adelectable feast for the senses.

Much of the spread offered dishes familiar to the
Bengali palate! kebabs, biryani, halwa and kheer
while other regional specialties of Pakistan offered
newdelights.

The khatakhat, named so for the noise made dur-
ing the preparation of the food when two heavy iron
spatula come down on a 2-foot long iron rimless pan,
over which mutton kidney and liver was sauted with
fresh tomatoes and turmeric sauce.

The food festival, held by the poolside, was also a
feast for the eyes and ears. Upon entry, one was
whisked away to the land of snowy mountains with
posters of Pakistan's hilly terrain and strings of the
national flag decorated along the pillars on the
periphery of the pool. Flutist Faisal Abed from Paki-
stan, regaled the visitor with Punjabi and classical
music with accompaniment from Bangladeshi tabla
player SobujAhmed.

Other delicacies at the festival include, Lahori fried
fish, mutton biryani made from basmati rice, brain
masala, and beefsheekh kebab. >

One of the main attractions of the festival was a
whole steamed lamb displayed prominently in one
comer - somewhat reminiscent of another ‘whole’

published several books of plays and
poems including Kalo Ashok Lal
Phul, Dukkho Theke Picnic, Nichhok
Ananda Noy and Porikkha Pasher
Shahoj Upay, During the Liberation
War of Bangladesh, Niranjan
worked as an orator at the Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra under the
pseudonym of 'Shobuj
Chakroborty'. He also worked as
journalist for the weekly Uttal
Padmapublished during theWar.

The previous recipients of the
Naren Biswas Padak are Nazim
Mahmud, Golam Mustafa, Nikhil
Sen, Ashraful Alam and Sanjida
Khatun.

meat served at Thanksgiving , this time of the year -
fromwhichslices were carved out forguests.

Carrots were another popular item on the menu,
featured in some of the ricc dishes as well as in the
dessertitems.

Even for those witha wcak sweet tooth, the myriad
desserts were a more than perfect ending to the per-
fect meal. With two different types of kheer gajar (of
course) and rice - and four different types of halwa
gajar(again), dal, egg and date, the dessert spread was
heaven forthe Bangalee palate.

The sweetened rice with meat, served alongside
the dessert, was a new taste that gave a freshmeaning

_ tothe word 'sweetmeat'.

The dessert that overwhelmingly won many hearts
was the melt-in-your-mouth date halwa. Not too
sweel, nor too heavy, this remarkably light, dark
delicacywas greatly appreciated.

Diversity in Design

Theatre's drama festival

The beats of the dhol’and mandira
ushered in Theatre's weeklong
drama festival at the Experimental
Theatre Stage on Saturday last. The
colourfully clad chorus singers of the
theatrical group handed a lamp to
eminent educationist Sardar Fazlul
Karim who inaugurated the func-
tion. An enthusiastic audience
greeted the performers with
applause atthe openingceremony.
Professor Kabir Chowdhury was in
chair while Ramendu Majumdar was
the host of the opening arrangement.
Adil Islam, the Corporate Banking
Head of HSBC, the sponsor of the
drama festival, also delivered a

spRamcndu said that Theatre has
been arranging drama festivals since
1977. The festivals are held to
observe special occasions, This year
the grouphasarmangeditonthe79th
birthday of martyr Muneir

ury.

Adil said, 'Along with the econom-
ical and dgmticul development,
cultural a cement is important
for a nation's progress. That is why
we are now promoting the rich cul-
tural heritage of Bangladesh.'

Chief guest Sardar Fazlul Karim
said, '"Amartyr neverdies, ratherheis
resurrected in every progressive
individual. Martyr Muneir
Chowdhury lives on in the heart of
each and every cultural activist in

Pmtagonlst Selim with narrator Shimul‘at the play

Thealra acﬁvists gmet Sardar Fazlul Karim and Professor Kablr chowdhury

at the inaugural ceremony

Bangladesh.'

The chairperson Professor Kabir
Chowdhury said, 'Being the founder
President of Theatre, I believe that
my group not only stages quality
plays but also produces enlightened
humanbeings.

The name of the winners of the
two awards-- Martyr Muneir
Chowdhury Award and Zakaria
Smrity Padak-- was announced by

Abdullah Al Mamun, the Steering
Committee Member of Theatre. This
year Aly Zaker and Masum Reza have
received the awards respectively.
Later, the winners expressed their
gratitude to the organisers of the
prestigious awards.

After the inauguration ceremony,
the premiere show of Theatre'slatest
production Mukti was staged at the
Experimental Theatre Stage.

Prachya: A narrative play

In Prachya, Selim Al Deen has created a para]]c_]
myth derived from Marnosha Puran. Thestoryline
of the play is simple: the death of a bride by
snakebite on her wedding night and the arduous
journey of her vengeful husband. In the play,
Selim has wonderfully depicted the culture of the
feudal rural Bangladesh. This includes the rela-
tionship between feudal lord and peasant, man
and nature and others. That is why, Selim Al
Deen's narrative play Prachya can be interpreted
indifferentways, ;

Today, Dhaka Theatre stagcs Prachya at the
Experimental Theatre Stage at6:30 p.m. as part of
the ongoing drama festival arranged by Theatre,

Nasiruddin Yousuffis the director, set designer
and music composer of Prachya while Zahirul
Islam Riponis thelight designer.

Pijush Bandyopadhydy, Shithti Youstiff,™
Shahiduzzaman Selim, Rosy Siddiqui, Faruk
Ahmed and others performinthe play.

Alicia Keys Calls for African AIDS Action =~

REUTERS

Grammy-winning singer-songwriter Alicia Keys is calling
on her peers in the music industry to raise their voices to
help millions suffering from AIDS in Africa.

'Just for a moment imagine the media hysteria and
global outrage if 25 million Americans, many of them
cl'uldzen, died from a treatable disease because the medi-
cine was too costly,' Keys writes in a commentary pub-
lished in Friday's issue of Billboard magazine. 'ITmagine if
another42 million people were infected and had no hope
This is exactly what
ishappening throughoutsub-Saharan Africa.’

Keys, who recently travelled to Africa, noted that
UNAIDS estimates 100 million people will ‘be infected
with the AIDS virus by the end of this decade, and that
fewer than 1 percent of Africans with AIDS have access to
antiretroviral treatment that has greatly improved the
lives of AIDS patients inWestern countries.

of paying for life-saving treatment. ...

+ News Bulletm

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am,12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm, 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm,8:00 pm.

News (English) al 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm. *

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am,
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Tolecast of BTV News (Bangla and
- English) al11:30 pm.
Lalest News (Bangla) al 8:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6;00 pmand 8:00 pm.
ntv |
News Headiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am,
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.
News (Bangia) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
| Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
4" Enghsh) at11:30pm. -
TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangla) & 5:30 pm. 7:30

n News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm..
Tara Nows Bangiadesh (Banga) al 9:30
F!L 5

BC WORLD

Rob Roy
On StarMovies 7:00

Direction: Michael Caton-Jones

Genre: Drama/Action/Romance/War
Cast; Liam Neeson, Jessica Lange, John Hurt

Shusthya Thakun Live
OnATN Banglaat9:00pm

Live Health Show

Host: Dr. Saheli Ahmed Sweety

Guest: Dr. K C Tan from Singapore South Elizabeth Hospital

1&30

Cup 92193 Rot o

; ‘Premier League

ulgggm mwsmr"‘*
.....




