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Palestinians dismantle
'death group' militia

AFP, Gaza City

Palestinian security officials said
yesterday they were dismantling a
notorious militia squad, known as
"the death group”, inwhat appeared
to be the first concrete move towards
reforming the sprawling security
forces.

"We have decided to dismantle
the protection and security depart-
ment, which is known by the public
as the 'death group' because we
want to protect all the people,” said
Rashid Abu Shbak, head of preven-
tative security in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

"We respect the law and we will
implement the reforms (of the
security forces) and provide security
for all people,” he told a Gaza news
conference,

The Gaza-based group, which
was set up before the four-year
Palestinian uprising, or intifada,
broke out in September 2000, was
originally tasked with protecting
VIPsvisiting theterritory.

But over the last few years -- the
70-member group, which falls
under the remit of the Palestinian
preventative security forces -- has
mun increasingly wild, conducting

raids, kidnappings and armed
attacks.

As the intifada rumbled on and
security increasingly spiralled out of
control, members of the group
began running protection and
extortion rackets, often involved in
gunbattles through the streets of
Gaza.

Known to everyone and widely
feared, this "armed-wing of the
preventative security forces" would
mete out justice to individuals,
politicians or journalists it deemed
worthy of punishment.

In the last six months, securityin
Gaza has deteriorated significantly,
following a spate of kidnappings
and mass demonstrations against
official Palestinian Authority (PA)
appointments.

In July, the Gaza Strip was hit by
an unprecedented spate of abduc-
tions, which led Palestinian prime
minister Ahmed Qorei to submit his
resignation, before later retracting
it.

Among those Kdnapped, was
then Palestinian police chief,
General Ghazi Jabali, who was
snatched for several hours and
resigned shortly afterwards.

Barghuti quits race
Abbas takes pole position

AFP, Ramallah

New PLO! chief. Mahmud Abbas
emerged yesterday as the clear
contender to replace Yasser Arafat a
day after jailed West Bank Fatah
leader Marwan Barghuti. said he
wotild not be running in the presi-
dential runoffinsixweeks time,
Barghuti's. announcement late
Friday headed off a.potentially
destructive riftin the dominant Fatah
movement, leaving Abbas as the top
candidate to take the place of Arafat
whodied justovertwoweeksago.
"Members and supporters of
Fatah' (must) support the move-
ment's candidate, the combattant,
brother Mahmud Abbas," the 45-
year-old firebrand said in a state-
ment read by minister without
portfolioQaddura Baresi o einay
s bpeLulandn Had-been rife that
Barghuti, serving five life sentences
for murder, would formally

announce his decisiontostand from
behind bars -- posing a direct chal-
lenge to Abbas.

Preparations for the January 9
elections were continuing Saturday
amid reports that a Palestinian
delegation headed by West Bank
security chief Jibril Rajoub was due
in Britain next week for "private”
talks with seniorIsraeli officials.

Although talks were branded as
unofficial, the two sides would
discuss security arrangements for
the forthcoming elections and
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's
plan to withdraw from the Gaza
Strip, the British Daily Telegraph
reported. }

Among those representing the
Israeli side were Sharon's son, Omuri,
and deputy defence minister Zeev
‘Boim, while the Palestinians would
bisirepresented by Qadthut 'Rares
and deputy cabinet member Sufian
AbuZaida, the papersaid.

“PHOTO; AFP
President Leonid Kuchma (R) shakes hand of opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko (L) while Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovich looks on after Kuchma read a statement after the two presidential rivals agreed to form a working group
toresolvethe standoff overlast weekend's contested election after three-hour closed-doortalks in Kiev yesterday.

resume war

"We arelivingin a political void, without war, without

AFP, Colombo

Tamil Tiger guerrillas yesterday declared they will renew
armed struggle unless Sri Lanka's government immedi-
ately agrees to revive peace talks based on a controver-

sialrebel blueprint forself-rule.

Tiger supremo Velupillai' Prabhakaran, in a hard-
hitting speech broadcast over rebel radio, said he had
"reached the limits of patience" and wanted Colombo to
end the 19-month deadlockin Norwegian-backed peace

talks.

"If the Government of Sri Lanka rejects our urgent
appeal and adopts delaying tactics, perpetuating the
suffering of our people, we have no alternative other
than to advance the freedom struggle of our nation," he

said.

However, he did not specify a time frame for retumn-
ing to violence nor did he set a deadline for the govern-

ment.

There was no immediatc reaction from the govern-

ment.

Prabhakaran, who turned 50 Friday, said although
rebelshad been observing an Oslo-brokered truce since
February 2002 there had been no peace dividend for the
island's minority Tamil commuinity in the impoverished

northeast.

He urged the majority Sinhalese population to take a
collective stand on peace talks with the guerrillas and
endwhathe called the internal contradictions within the

government.

conflict," he said.

Tigers threaten to

a stable peace, without the conditions of normalcy,
without an interim or permanem solution tn the ethnic

"Ourliberation struggle will be seriouslyundermined

if this political vacuum continues indefinitely," he said

while asking President Chandrika Kumaratunga's coali-

tion partnersto declare theirstand ontalks,
Kumaratunga's junior coalition partner, the Marxist

JVB or People's Liberation Front, has been against any

concessions to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

rebels’ plan.

(LTTE) and opposes resumption of talks based on the

The president herselfhas rejected the LTTE's Interim
Self Governing Authority proposal unveiled over a year

ago as astepping stone for a separate state.

Prabhakaran said Colombo was saying it was keen to
resume talks only because of mounting international

pressure and the withholding of international aid in the

absence of progressin the peaceinitiative.

"The government of Kumaratunga is facing a multi-

dimensional crisis," Prabhakaran was quoted as saying
inarebel pressrelease after the speech. .

".the economy of the country is sliding into an
abyss. With these multiple problems, the government is

compelled to engage the LTTE in peace negotiations.

tions," he said.

"But, the internal contradictions and the fundamental
policy differences in the ruling alliance have become a
stumbling block to the resumption of peace negotia-

Sibu Soren
reinducted into
Indian cabinet

AFPE, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singhyesterdayreappointed aminister
dismissed four months ago for alleged
involvementin thekilling of 10 villagers
three decades ago, officials said.

Sibu Soren, a 62-year-old tribal
leader, retumed to the federal coal
ministry and was given cabinet rank, the
presidential palace said in astaternent.

Singh, widely respected for his
unsullied public reputation, dis-
missed suggestions Soren's reap-
pointment would give ammunition to
the main opposition Hindu national-
ists,

"The basis because of which he
{(Soren) left the government does not
exist,” Singh' told reporters, without
elaborating,

Soren, accused of instigating a mob
whokilled 10 people, was dismissed from
the ‘cabinet in July after going under-
ground for over a week to avoid arrest
overthe 1975 deaths of 10 Muslims in the
easternstateofTharkhand.

EU stands firm on
nuclear freeze

Iran backs down
REUTERS, Vienna

Iran backed down in the face of
fierce international pressure on
Friday and dropped a demand for
changes to a Key apreement
designed to reassure the world that
Tehran does not want nuclear weap-
ons, Western diplomats said.

But they cautioned the tentative
deal between Britain, France,
Germany and Iran could still col-
lapse as Tehran had yet to give its
final approval to the agreement,
whichwasstill being finalised.

A spokeswoman for the UN
nuclear watchdog said the agency's
meeting had adjourned until
Maonday toallow time for the parties
to clarify their positions.

A diplomat close to the talks said
more work remained to be done by

Iran. Asked how soon that might
happen, the diplomat said: "Not for
some days yet. They are famous for
coming out with different things at
thelastminute.”

Last week, Iran promised the
European Union it would halt all
activities related to uranium enrich-
ment, a process that creates atomic
fuel for power plants or weapons, in
a bid to neutralize the threat of
economicsanctions.

The ink on the hard-won accord
was' barely dry, however, when
Tehran demanded an exemption for
some 20 enrichment centrifuges for
mseanch purposes Western diplo-

il 3l i ln:ni'r‘u i '-BI&I“;1
c u.'H nIy aepen[sufp'imoh'siihat
Tehran has a secret weapons pro-

gram, asWashington alleges.

US army
deserter
Jenkins sobs
at release

AW, Camp Zama

Free for the first time in nearly
four decades, US Army deserter
Charles Jenkins sobbed with joy
as he was released from a mili-
tary jail on Saturday after serv-
ing 25 days for abandoning his
squadron and’ crossing the
borderinto North Koreain 1965.
The frail 64-year-old, still in
uniform and carrying a heavy
duffel bag, broke down in tears
after arriving at this US Army
base, where he was flown by
Blackhawk helicopter after
completing his sentence at a
nearbynaval prison.

South Korea inks Asean
non-aggression pact

Australia urged to follow

AFP, Vientiane

Southeast Asian foreign ministers
urged Australia and New Zealand
yesterday to join a non-aggression
pact with the 10-country Asean
group as South Korea signed on to
theagreement.

The ministers, here to prepare for
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) summit starting
tomorrow, said they would "encour-
age Australia and New Zealand to
consider acceding to the Treaty of
Amityand Cooperation.”

Australian Prime Minister John
Howard, who will attend the annual
Asean summit for the first time, said
Friday Canberra had not been asked
to sign the pact and was unlikely to
doso.

His stated policy supporting
possible’ pre-emptive strikes on
other countries to avert attacks on
Australia has raised concerns in the
region, which largely sees Australia
as closer to America than its Asian
neighbours,

The treaty calls for signatories to
commit to "renunciation of the

threat or use of force” and "non-
interference in the internal affairs of
oneanother.”

South Korea signed it Saturday
and Russia is due to join next week.
Five other countries outside of
Asean have also signed on including
Chinaand India.

Thailand has used the policy of
non-interference to push its
demand that the Muslim unrest
gripping its southern provinces
should not be raised at the summit,
being held for the first time in reclu-
sive communist Laos.

Thai' Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra warned' this week he
would walk out of summit if leaders
raised the deaths last month of 87
Muslim protesters in the insur-
gency-hit south, most of them while
inmilitary custody.

Thaiforeign ministry spokesman
Sthasak Phuangketkeow defended
this stance Saturday, saying the
matter -- which has raised concern
among Muslim-majority Asean
members Malaysia and Indonesia --
wasa domesticissue.

"The factors thatled to thesitua-

tion (in Thailand) are all domestic
and so we feel that the Asean meet-
ing is not the forum for discussing
the situation in the southern part of
Thailand," he said.

The slow pace of democratic
reform in Myanmar should however
feature at the summit, he said. "We
see that the situation in Myanmar is
internal but it has regional con-
cerns,” Sthasaksaid.

Military-ruled Myanmar joined
Asean in 1997 despite world criti-
cism of the move. It is due to take
over the chairmanship of the group-
ing in 2006, making Asean countries
eager for reform to avoid potential
international embarrassment.

The Asean ministers also dis-
cussed on Saturday the formation of
anewregional grouping with Japan,
China and South Korea that could
possibly result in a new European-
style community covering one-third
oftheworld's population.

They referred the matter for
further discussion at an Asean
foreign ministers' meeting in the

Philippines nextyear.

US television |
to air candid
Diana video

AFP, New York

Videotape of the late Princess Diana
talking frankly about her sexlife with
Prince Charles and suggesting thata
lover on her royal staffwas "bumped
off" will be broadcast on US televi-
sion tomorrow.

The NBC network will air the
tapes recorded between 1992 and
1993 by her voice coach Peter
Settelen, who reportedly sold them
to NBC after a legal tussle with
Diana'sfamily,

In advance excerpts released by
the network, Diana recounts how
she fell inlove with a member ofher
palace staff, presumed to be royal
policeman Barry Mannakee, who
was killed in a motorcycle accident
in 1987.

"_twas all found out and he was
chucked out. And then he was
killed," she says. "And that was the
biggest blow of my life, I must say.
AndIthinkhewas bumped off.”

Diana speaks candidly of herill-
fated marriage with the heir to the
British crown, Prince Charles, say-
ingshe onlymethim 13 times before
their wedding and noting that their
sexlifewaslimited;

"There was never a requirement
for it from him," the princess says.
"Once every three weeks about, and
Ikept thinking it followed apattern.

PHOTO: AFP.
Three Turkish women hold torches during the demonstration in a downtown Istanbul street Friday pro!asting us
politics inthe Hiﬂdla-Eastand the attack on Fallujah inlraq. -

'US think-tank invites
Kashmiri leaders
to talks in Nepal'

i
AFR Srinagar

Kashmiri leaders from both the
Indian- and Pakistani zones have
been invited by US-based think-
tank Pugwash to meet in Nepal to
discuss the disputed region's future,
Indian Kashmiri separatist leaders
saidyesterday. =

The three-day conference set for
mid-December will be held in
Kathmandu, theysaid.

"All the separatists have been
invited by Pugwash and I'm among
them," senior separatist leader
Shabir Shah said. He added he was
uncertain whether New Delhi would
clearthe visits to Nepal.

"TheindicationsI'm gettingis we
{separatists) may not be allowed to
visit," he said.

Others invited include Mirwaiz
Umar Faroog, leader of the moder-
ate wing of the main separatist

-

alliance Hurriyat, and about 80
other delegates including scholars,
public figures and peace activists
from South Asia, the United States,
Britain and elsewhere.

If the talks go ahead, it would
mark the first time Kashmirileaders
frombothsideshavehad the chance
to discuss the region's future among
themselves.

Pugwash holds conferences
around the world to seek solutions
to global problems.

Kashmir, held in part by India
and Pakistan but claimed in full by
both, has been the cause of two of
their three wars. Indian Kashmir is
in the grip of a 15-year-old revolt
against New Delhi's rule that has left
tens ofthousandsdead,

Earlier this week India's Pr[mc
Minister Manmohan Singh held
talks with his Pakistani counterpart
inNew Delhi.

Iraqi PM's party joins
call for polls delay

US-led forces raid 'death triangle'

REUTERS, AFP, Baghdad

The party of interim Iragi Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi has joined a
call by leading Sunni Muslim and
secular parties for Jan, 30 elections
to be postponed because of the
relentless bloodshed afflicting the
country.

Seventeen political parties and
movements called on Friday night
for a delay of up to sixmonths in the
elections, saying violence was
undermining preparations for a
credible poll.

Allawi's Iraqi National {\ccord
joined the ori indl signatoties'of a

list which includes the two main
. Kurdish parties and a party led by
former presidential candidate

Adnan Pachachi, an influential
Sunni leader. "It is unthinkable that
a large and important section of
Iraqgi society be left out of the politi-
cal process,” Pachachi told a news
conference at his Baghdad home
yesterday.

"Security has to improve to
enable people to vote without fear,
with full security and without intim-
idation or pressure.”

Sunni Arab parties and clerics
have pushed for a delay in the wake
of the US offensive in the Sunni city
of Falluja and a surge in violence
across, Sunni areas, of lrag. Some
Sunni . Arabs, . fcclmg increasingly
marginalised since the US-led war
toppled Saddam Hussein, have
threatened to boycott the vote.

The main secular parties fear
being marginalised by Shia Islamist
parties, which stand to gain the most
fromthe poll.

Iraq's 60 percent Shia majority,
oppressed under Saddam, is keen
for the election go ahead on time,
knowing it is likely to cement the
increased power Shias have enjoyed
since Saddam's overthrow,

In Latifiyah US-led forces raided
lawless enclaves south of Baghdad
Friday night, arresting nine wanted
insurgents and seizing large
amounts ofweapons.

U According to'an AFP! correspoi-
tlentr’rin Tdtifiyahy US-led trdbps
carried out operations throughout
the night, a day after reclaiming
control of the streets. :

PHOTO: AFR

Iragiwomen walk past election posters in Baghdadyesterday. Iraq's electoral commission rules outa postponem ent
of the elections it set for January 30, following a request by several leading parties which now have to decide whether

ornotto take partin the landmark polls.
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