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aiincident
culprits to book

: E news that there was an attack by armed hooligans
8§ on some Hindu families in a Dhamrai village is
emely disturbing, and so are the developments
thatfoﬂq\wd
e uignbers of the minority Hindu community are suf-
f ng form a sense of insecurity after some armed groups
[munced n them with the motive of grabbing their land.
le originated from the ownership of awater-body
that had been settled by a court in favour of the minority
community. So the attackers not only perpetrated a heinous
crime butalso violated a court verdict. Yet, the law enforcers
were silent over the issue. The officer-in-charge of the local
pohce station has said that he did not have enough force to
counter the threats posed by the attackers. That is a point
which the decision makers should take note of. Obviously,
the vulnerable groups of people will have nobody to turn to
if police themselves say that they had no way to prevent the
mayhem.

Theresponse from thelocal political leaders hasalso been
equally depressing. The local MP appeared to be under the
impression that it was a trifling matter that did not warranta
strongresponse from their side. He admitted havingrealised
a bit late that things had taken a serious turn. Obviously, the
victims were expecting the local leaders to come to their
rescue and it is evident that routine assurances with no spe-
cificaction plantoreinin the criminals will not be enough.

Land grabbing by influential people with political clout is
a problem that the members of the minority community
often complain about. The grabbers take advantage of the
vulnerability of the minority community aggravated by the
weak presence of the law enforcers and the lack of willing-
ness at the palitical level to stop the illegal activity. The
Dhamrai incident has clearly shown how the members of
the minority community were targeted despite a court ver-
dictin their favour.

The incident must not be treated as an ordinary crime.
Crimes like these can deal fatal blows to communal harmony
and greatly erode the confidence of the minority communi-
ties in the efficacy of the existing law enforcement system.
The culprits must immediately be brought to book and mea-
sures adopted to ensure the safety of thelocal Hindus.

Private management of

railway services
Profitable as expected but room for

improvement

e are pleased to note that the government's initia-

tive to put railway services in the northern districts

under private management has helped Bangla-
desh Railway (BR) move from loss to profit in the region's
operations. We have long been an advocate of running the
-} lossmaking sectors of BR under private managementinthe
expectation that this would help tam things areunidbeth in
terms of the quality of service provided and BR's bottom
line.

Four years ago, in the wake of continuous losses, a signifi-
cant number of mail and local trains in the north-east region
of the country were handed over to a private company for
management. The results are mixed, but encouraging
enough to term the initiative a qualified success.

Putting the railway services under private management
has certainly helped BR stem the losses that it was suffering
in the region, and it is gratifying to see that this aspect of the
undertakinghas turned outashoped for.

However, the downside is that service on the privately
managed lines has not improved to the extent that was
anticipated. In fact, according to reports, the service on
these lines might have deteriorated since the handover to
private management.

There is little advantage to the public if profits are reaped
at the expense of good service. The private management
company suggests that the poor service can be attributed to
the fact that BR has not fulfilled its obligations with respect
to providing logistical and technical support. BR denies
this.

Either way, it is clear that both parties need to work in
closer coordination so that the public can reap maximum
benefit from the arrangement. Private management that
does not provide better service to the consumer cannot be
termed an unqualified success.

Nevertheless, the fact that the lines are now running prof-
itablyis encouraging. The next step is for BR and the private
company to sort out their differences to ensure that the qual-
ity of serviceis also enhanced. Only thenwewould be able to
term the private management initiative an unqualified suc-
cess. We hope that this is the direction in which BR is head-

ing.
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Religion between culture and politics

Kaz1 ANWARUL MASUD

possibility of the rise of reli-
gious intolerance? Should we
read into the Bush victory a not so

S HOULD the world dread the

.insignificant role played by the

Christian Right which appears to
have blended well with the promi-
nentshade of theRepublican Party's
conservative wing epitomising the
values of economic individualism,
Social Darwinism, and nationalism?

Historian Bernard Lewis and his
critical essays onIslam are read with
messianic devotion. Samuel Hun-
tington, credited with providing a
credible explanation of global tur-

\ bulence in terms of clash of civilisa-
‘tions, is now being adulated as a

great native son for his enquiry into
the hybridisation of the US main-
land due to the "invasion and settle-
ment" of large number of Spanish
speaking people from the south
whose language and culture are
distinet from those of mainstream
Americans.

Transnationalism, an inevitable
phenomenon of globalisation, is
now treated with suspicion in the
West despite having the power to
define, in the words of Ziauddin
Sardar, "freedom, progress and civil
behaviour, law, tradition and com-
munity; what is real and what it
means to be human. The non-
western civilisations have simply to
accept these definitions or be
defined out of existence."

This phobic suspicion of any-
thing remotely different from the
core politico-cultural practices is of
course a result of 9/11, but now
translated as intrusion into the
privacy of groups of people, citizens
and aliens alike, totally repugnant to
the liberal values hitherto espoused
and practiced by the West. This
intrusion has been particularly pre-
eminent in the lives of people prac-
ticing religions not followed by the
majority in the West. Scholars have
generally believed that religions

have too often been used to "justify
theviolation ofhuman rights, inpart
through the hierarchical and selec-
tive use of role ethics and postpone-
ment of temporal justice to divine
judgement.”

It has been argued that the ethic
of reciprocity demands religious
tolerance. In Christianity, for exam-
ple, the concept has been defined in

for self-preservation. Since the
world we live in is far from the
Kantian world federation of perpet-
ual peace, where actions of any sort
are neither taken from a sense of
duty nor dictated by reason and
often are performed for expediency,
absolute freedom of speech and
expression on religious matters had

evil of the Deity with impious pur-
pose to derogate from the divine
majesty and to alienate the minds of
others from love and reverence of
God.”

Though blasphemy law in Eng-
land was enacted to protect the
Anglican version of Christianity, its
application has been rare. Ameri-

to be circumscribed at that time in * cans too feel uncomfortable by the

alty) made the Muslims more intol-
erant towards non-Muslims. From
1948-79 eleven cases of blasphemy
were registered. Only three cases of
blasphemy were reported during
1979-86. Forty-four were filed dur-
ing 1987-99. In 2000 fifty-two cases
were registered out of which forty-
three were against Muslims and
ninewereagainst non-Muslims.

Our caution needs to be redoubled due to the mistaken bllief in some parts of the West that the convulsions in the
Islamic world are because of its intolerance of the House of the Unbelief -~ Christendom -~ a competing world religion
and a distinct civilisation; little realising that the convulsions could have been caused by the struggle between
monotheistic Islamists and the moderate Muslim elements to capture the soul of the Islamic world.

one of the gospels as: "Therefore all
things ye would that men should do
to you, do ye even so to them." If a
Christian considers his religious
ethic of reciprocity is of paramount
importance, then he would want
people of other beliefs to enjoy
freedom of religion, speech, assem-
bly, and other freedoms enumerated
for example, in the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
other documents.

However, itis to be acknowledged
that religious freedom is one of the
most complicated matters in the
whole of human rights law and
practice. [t comprises an assortment
of related rights and entitlements
such as freedom from discrimina-
tion because of one's religion, free-
dom to live in a society that does not
give preference to any particular
religion over others, and freedom to
enjoy civicrespect forone'sreligion.

Thomas Hobbes, who was one of
the first modern Western thinkers to
provide secular justification of the
state that marked a departure in
English philosophy from the reli-
gious emphasis of scholasticism,
observed that people being fearful
and predatory must submit to the
absolute supremacy of the state in
both secular and religious matters

history.

Thus in the British criminal law
the crime of blasphemous libel was
developed mainly during the 18th
century to protect the Anglican
version of Christianity but
exempted other religion or beliefs.
That is why the British court did not
entertain a blasphemy case levelled
by British Muslims against Salman
Rushdie for his The Satanic Verses
because Rushdie's irreverence was
not recognised as a crime in British
law.

Are to assume that the Western
paranoid suspicion has come to
such a stage where the decimation
of the Taliban (albeit totally justifi-
able), the removal of Saddam
Hussein, and the current debate on
taming the Iranians would not be
enough to safeguard not only the
Western way of life but also their
religion? That it might be necessary
to invoke inquisitional methods
including implementing blasphemy
laws where they exist and legislating
such laws where they do not?
According to Black's Law Dictionary
blasphemy is "any oral or written
reproach maliciously cast upon
God, His name, attributes or reli-
gion. In general blasphemy
described as consisting in speaking

idea of punishing someone for
blasphemy. It runs counter to the
freedom of religion and freedom of
expression, both guaranteed in the
First Amendment of the US Consti-
tution. The US Supreme Court never
had to decide on a blasphemy case.
But in 1952 it ruled on a similar
matter. Justice Tom Clark observed:
"Itisnot the business of government
in our nation to suppress real or
imagined attacks upon particular
religious doctrine.” Gradually, state
courts found prosecution of blas-
phemy cases unconstitutional or
unenforceable. No prosecution for
blasphemy has taken place inthe US
since 1971.

It would perhaps be instructive if
the impact of blasphemy laws in
neighbouring countries were dis-
cussed. In the Indian sub-continent
the British enacted the blasphemy
laws to protect minority Muslims
from possible attacks from majority
Hindus. After the creation of Paki-
stan, as the Muslims became the
majority community there was no

' reason tokeep the laws inthe statute

book. But instead of abolition, the
laws were made more stringent.
Legislation undertaken during
1980-1991 (life imprisonment was
replaced by mandatory death pen-

This shows that the Muslims
against fellow Muslims to settle old
scores are abusing the laws more
blatantly. Jurists have raised ques-
tions as to whether a non-Muslim
can be sentenced to death as he is
already a "kafir" (non-believer) and
not a "murtad” (a person who repu-
diates [slam after embracing it).
Without delving into the complexi-
ties of the Islamic laws on this issue,
one can safely make the observation
that the blasphemy laws and their
stringent applications have not
raised the image of Pakistan in the
world as a tolerant Muslim country.
The UN Commission on Human
Rights, referring to Pakistani blas-
phemy laws, observed: "When
religious discrimination is inscribed
in laws and imbedded in societal
structures, this often lads to victimi-
sation of minorities as well as kill-
ings and assassinations.”

The UN Commission reminded
Pakistan that the laws over the years
have resulted in religious intoler-
ance and violence against Chris-
tians, Hindus and members of the

community. The com-
mission further reminded Pakistan
of the Catholic Bishops Conference
of Pakistan which held that the mere
use of the laws was an abuse since

the laws were inherently bad legisla-
tion, the language of the laws were
ambiguous, the objectives were
dubious, and the laws lacked the
protection of guarantee against
misuse, The UN Commission called
upon Pakistan to repeal all discrimi-
natory laws including the blas-
phemy laws and ratify human rights
treaties thatithas not yetratified.

We in Bangladesh should be
cautious about the dangers of
religious extremism in view of the
on-going agitation by an extremist
Islamic group to declare the
Ahmadiyyas in Bangladesh as
non-Muslims. Amnesty I[nterna-
tional head Irene Khan has
expressed her grave concern over
this continuing agitation. She
reportedly viewed Bangladesh as a
fractured society, one group trying
to adorn the country with democ-
racy and modernity while the
other in bent upon taking the
country along the path of religious
intolerance.

Our caution needs to be redou-
bled due to the mistaken belief in
some parts of the West that the
convulsions in the [slamic world
are because of its intolerance of
the House of the Unbelief -- Chris-
tendom -- a competing world
religion and a distinct civilisation;
little realising that the convulsions
could have been caused by the
struggle between monotheistic
Islamists and the moderate Mus-
lim elements to capture the soul of
the Islamic world. It would, there-
fore, be unwise to give the impres-
sion that there is an incipient
maovement of neo-Islamic conser-
vatives at a time when the world is
experiencing raging turbulence of
clash of civilisations. We have to
continue our efforts to convince
the world that an acceptable level
of religious freedom exists in
Bangladesh.

[Kazi Anwarul Masud is a former Secretary and
Ambassador.

Understanding terrorism

HERE is a lot of rhetoric in

Pakistan, as indeed in the

world, about the need to
fight terrorism, yet how much do we
understand how terrorism germi-
nates in society, how it is incubated
and then proliferates? There is a dire
need to study the root causes and
effects of terrorism. Without a clear
understanding of these, one can put
out small fires here and there, but
can we stop the conflagration from
spreading? For several centuries
Muslims have not only been
oppressed but since the 19th cen-
tury they have been increasingly
brutalised. People living in terror
eventually reactinkind. Because in
the recent past most terrorism is
perceived to have emanated from
Muslim causes, it is important that
we analysethese dispassionately.

We cannot confine our study to
understanding terrorism as spon-
sored and practiced by extremist
Muslims, but unfortunately all
Muslims have been labelled by a
motivated broad brush that links
them to modern terrorism. Some-
times one gets the feeling that Sam-
uel Huntington's "Clash of Civilisa-
tions" is being deliberately made a
self-fulfilling prophecy. The great
silent majority of Muslims have got
this reputation of collaboration, by
defanlt.

Haim Harari, a former president
of the Weizman Institute of Science
has expressed it best: "The vast
silent majority of millions of decent,

honest, good people are either very
devout Muslims or are not very
religious. These Muslims are not
part of the terror and of the incite-
ment, butby notstandingup against
it, they become accomplices by
omission. This includes political
leaders, intellectuals, business
people, etc who can tell right from
wrong| but are afraid to express their

views."
The lpum ,weqpun. m,u:ressmgly
employed by terrorists — "suicide

ism is not born purely out of desper-
ation. Desperate people are in
abundance in the world and they
exist in different cultures and coun-
tries, but desperation does not
provide anyone with explosives,
reconnaissance, and (ransporta-
tion. Modern terrorists rely on well-
funded mentors and have no regard
for human life. "Offence is the best

e

"lights organised crime, by going on

hatred, lies, and ignorance, operat-
ing mostly through mosques,

, and other religious estab-
lishments. The primary target must
be the second circle, not only to get
to thesource, but that is the only way
to break this evil chain. Hatred is
generally viciously propagated
through incitement in the electronic
and print media. The actual perpe-

.‘sﬂf‘lq; s;u;l} mqpqi tions,

their own rhetoric most

ing from the use of ambulances and
hospitals for acts of war, avoiding,
the mutilation of dead bodies, and
shunning the use of children as
humanshields orhumans bombs.

In his dissertation, Haim Harrari
put forward some interesting ques-
tions. There isno doubt that civilised
society can be strait-facketed with
limitations, but in the questioning
these limitati one can - always
“ it ke n}uﬂ 20t A0Di 9]

(1) Chn & government listen to

The rules of mternatlonal Iaw have changed aﬂel‘ every \Wll& war, and in countries such as Paklstan one has to take
cognisance of our domestic situation and amend the laws to suit the prevailing circumstances. How well we can
differentiate in meting out punishment (and reward) will determine our success ratio in fighting this growing threat,
one that has the potential of dissolving society into anarchy.

bombing" -- is far removed from our
religious beliefs. Suicide is against
Islamic beliefs, it is clearly so stated
in the Quran. One could be wrong,
but has any relation of anyone
religiously influential become a
suicide bomber? What is stopping
religious leaders from carrying out
suicide bombing themselves if this
indeed is a supreme act of religious
devotion and fervour? Or for that
matter why don't they send their
near and dear ones to carry out this
heinous act? Suicide bombing is a
vicious weapon that takes the lives
of innocent non-combatants -- it is
cruel, inhuman, cynical, and sadis-
tic. Ithasnothingtodowith Islam.
Onlya cursorylook at the profiles
of the 9/11 perpetrators will show
that, contrary to popular belief,
terrorism has also very little to do
with poverty and despair. It is an
accident of history that the 9/11
terrorists were mostly Saudi nation-
als, well educated and from middle
class families, they could have been
from any other Muslim nation.
While desperation is a factor, terror-
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StDl’Y of RAB support the activities of RAB with-

TheRABisdoinga verymodloblm
the field They are handling the
hardened criminals and have
achieved many successes so far.
People who love peace and hate
terrorism must admit this tuth.
Although recently RAB has been
criticised on the crossfire issue, its
successisgreat. Moreover, most of
the people who were the victims of
these crossfire were terrorists them-
selves. They somehow died on the
spot and thus people got relieved.
Although as a conscious citizen I
cannot support this action in its
totality, still I cannot think of the
horrible situation before RAB
{ appeared on the scene. RAB is a
blessing for the peace loving people.
Idon't understand why opposition
fail to accept this truth. In

re words, RAB is only capturing
‘their leaders and supporters. To
them crossfire is a big issue, But
people know the truth and thus they

outanyhesitation.
MuftahWali
Dhaka

Aresponse

This letter is in response to Mr
Hussein Touhid's own rebuttal to
how "Ohio has failed the world"
(Wednesday, November 24, 2004).
Mr. Touhid, small wonder that you
are currently a resident of Texas;
however, crude red-neck jokes
aside, your previous letter to the
editor registered severe misgivings
in me. Try and understand, Mr.
Touhid, it is exactly through the
course of 'rationality’ that you talk
about that people oppose the Bush
regime. If everyone were as irratio-
nal as you claim most people to be,
then all of mankind would have
been more collusive with the idea of
unjustwars (the onebeingwaged on
Iraq) and divestment of individual
freedom (the 'freedom’ you feel that

America provides to its citizens by
infringing on their civil liberties
through the implementation of such
atrocities asthe Patriot Act).

Mr. Touhid, to further our discus-
sion on how America 'treats its
human beings,’ I would like you to
re-consider your own position as
one such 'human being' in the
United States. Don't you feel the
need to relate to the harsh manner
in which the Bush administration is
treating the travellers coming to the
US (especlally travellers who have to
carry the 'burden’ of being from a
Muslim country or having a Muslim
name, such as yourself)? Also, do
you not, again, feel the need to relate
to how the cumulative Muslim
community in the United States is
being marginalised as a result of
Bush's post9-11 haunt tactics?
Lastly, Mr. Touhid, a question with
respect to the moral integrity of one
particular statement that you artic-
ulate. When you say that people

ought to leave their 'emotions
aside,' what are you thinking? Howis
anyonesupposed tobracket off their
emotive impulses as they assess
George Bush and the brutal injus-
tices that are the direct result of his
moronic policies at home and dra-
conian hegemonyabroad?

Rishad Choudhury

Ohio, United States

Misplaced priority

The government has just spent Tk
35 crore to build the Ziaur Rahman
Mausoleum Complex. A couniry
that can't feed its people, who are
"alive" without getting donation
from foreign countries, has just
spent Tk 350 million on a person
whoisdead!

[ have absolutely no problem with
spending money to honour our
freedom fighters like Ziaur Rahman
and leaders like Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. But I don't think even
Ziaur Rahman himself would have

the offensive. One cannot eliminate
terrorism by eliminating the terror-
ists in the field, the objective would
be to get to those who fund terrorist
activity and plan it. This is in line
with the anti-terrorist strategy
formulated by the Musharraf gov-
ermmment. How well the government
translates theory into practice will
be the measure of our success
against terrorism.

Huge amounts of money are
being channeled into three concen-
tric spheres supporting terrorism,
the consequences of this funding
are death and murder. Money pro-
vides terrorism necessary logistics
e.g explosives, hideouts, travel and

the search and observation of soft
vulnerable targets, etc. Within the
inner-most circle are the terrorists
themselves, they are in turn sur-
rounded by a second wider circle of
direct supporters, planners, com-
manders, religious personalities, etc
who serve as the terrorism infra-
structure. The third circle is of reli-
gious, educational, and welfare

organisations. They spout alitany of

of the others become inadvertently
part of it by association. In their
tunnel vision democracy is unthink-
able and they enforce minimum
exposure to the outside world,
isolation (and ignorance) is where
most of their strength is derived
from. This is the circle from where
the lead is taken to blaming anyone
and everyone withinand outside the
Muslim world for their miseries.
Acting as guardians of the people,
they make sure that rather than
listen to the world outside, the
peoplelookandlisten inwards to the
vicious propaganda of terror and
incitement being dished out by the
inner circle. Those fighting terror-
ism must ensure that the public has
unrestricted access to independent
media.

The civilised world believes in
democracy, the rule of law; includ-
ing international law; human rights,
free speech and free press, among
other liberties. It also believes in
what many take to be naive and old-
fashioned habits such as respecting
religious sites and symbols, refrain-

phone conversations of terrorists
and drug dealers? In a country
where the intelligence agencies
normally listen to private conversa-
tions, whynot?

(2) Can one raid a church,
mosque or synagogue, which serves
asaterrorist hideout orammunition
storage? If someone has already
compromised the sanctity of these
religious place of worship, the site
can hardly be called sacred.

(3) If attacked from a hospital do
you return fire? Why not, as long as
you can apply the golden rule of
taking great care that civilians (in
this case patients and medical staff)
donot come into the line of fire?

(4) Do you storm a mosque taken
over by terrorists who has taken
hostages? The mosque cannot
remain sacred once it is put such
use,

(5) Do you strip every woman
because one pretended to be preg-
nant and carried a suicide bomb on
her belly? One may not strip every

pregnant woman, but she can be
semche:l by female security person-

nel to prevent other innocents,
including children, from being
murdered.

(6) Doyoushoot backat someone
trying to kill you while standing
deliberately behind a group of
children? You exercise the same care
as you would for any non-
combatant in theline offire.

(7) Do you maid terrorist head-
quarters hidden in a'mental hospi-
tal? One applies thelSame yulk of-

snikeeping care that non-combatants

do not come into the line of fire, this
is also true for those terrorists who
deliberately use children as a
humanshields.

The civilised world still has illu-
sions thatitis possible to enforce the
rule of law in a totally lawless envi-
ronment. No country has a law
against cannibals eating citizens
because such an act would be
unthinkable, but it is time the world
evaluated options of bringing the
unthinkable into the statute books.
Does international law address
killers shooting from hospitals and
mosques? The punishment for
"suicide bombings” should be death
or arrest before they commit the
actual act of murder, buthow doyou
prosecute the "suicide bomber”
afterwards? The same punishment
must apply to those who incite
and/or abet "suicide bombing."

Terrorism can only be foughton a
broad front, targeting all those who
are not only connected directly to
the perpetrator but all those who
indirectly give sustenance. The rules
of international law have changed
after every world war, and in coun-
tries such as Pakistan one has to take
cognisance of our domestic situa-
tion and amend the laws to suit the
prevailing circumstances. How well
we can differentiate in meting out
punishment (and reward) willdeter-
mine our success ratio in fighting
this growing threat, one that has the
potential of dissolving society into
anarchy.

kram Sehgal, a former Major of Pakistan Amy, is
a political analyst and columnist.
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approved spending such amount of
money for a similar project, consid-
ering the number of jobless, home-
less and hungry peaple we have.
Also, comparing the money spent
on Ziaur Rahman's mausoleum,
how much money do we spend in
cleaning and maintaining the
memorials/graves of people like
Kazi Nazrul Islam, Pallikabi
Jasimuddin, Jainul Abedin, Dr
Muhammad Shahidullah etal?
Azad Miah

Oldham, UK

Haicricket!
What more Whatmore can do? He
has to get out of this misfortune in
Sonar Bangla, teaching the na-
balegh sona-monies how to wield a
stick, not in the streets but on the
playing field. The brickbat throw-
ing practice in the streets is not
improving matters.

Better try a political coach, as

!heymvema(ﬂein every field. Who
says the politicians cannot bat and
bowl? They do not need batball and
stumps, and the umpires are not
compulsory. They are weak in
fielding, as they need MLSS staff
(chaprasees in the Raj days).

Our cricket team may be allowed
to use two stumps during batting,
and four stumps while bowling at
the opponents with a small marble
ball. The bat may be wider by one
more inch, and the pitch length-
ened to 25 yards during batting,
and shortened to 20 yards during
bowling. Batsmen may be declared
out at the third attempt, after two
'practice outs'.

We are good in shrimp farming.
Add octopuses, for fielding in
cricket matches, after training
(eight hands each!). The burqa
ladies maybe encouragedto throng
the galleries for cheering the team.
The maturity of our cricket is pro-
portional to that of our politicians,

although the politicians are jhanu
{mature andwise).
AZ, Dhaka

Speakers and leaders
Ours is asociety infested with lead-
ers and speakers. Actually every
leader is a speaker. Once a speaker
lays hands on the microphone he or
she hardly abandons the same
unless called thrice by the organiser
to doso.

Any speaker usually spits fire
against known and unknown ene-
mies of society. These leaders regu-
larly do another thing. This is calling
for building up or organising move-
ments and demonstrations against
wrong-doers of all types. These calls
are given to the audience who usu-
ally are victims of these wrong-
doers. The speakers call for building
movements against slayers of tigers
in the Sundarbans and their smug-
glers, corruption, illegal arms deal-

" ers, phensidyl dealers, dowry claim-

ants, passport and dollar forgers,

will I:e prutuctud I.utl:ers musl: bq llrnitql to 300 words. All luttars will be suhjuct tn edlting.

conspirators against sovereignty,
land and forest grabbers, illegal
occupants of rivers and canals,
corruption of surveyors of land,
traffickers of women and children,
goons, murderers, rapists, adultera-
tors and so on. The purpose i to
resist the wrong doers and wrong
doing in all spheres of life and the
callsareaddressed to thevictims.

If one analyses the scenario one
could see that the land grabber is
buying date-expired medicine from
the dealer who is again a victim of
dowry as he has to give his daughter
in marriage to the family interested
in accepting dowry. Likewise, the
adulterator of edible oil is buying
rotten milk powder while the milk-
dealer is giving bribe to the customs
and police officials for the permis-
sion to sell his milk. It is thus ironi-
cal, conflicting, paradoxical and
painful that this spiralling flowchart
is thegeneral situation of our public
life.

Advocate Monser Fakir
Jamalpur Bar
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