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Music of the maestro

Bengal Foundation brings out Rabindra Sangeet

album of Wahidul Haque

HARUN UR RASHID

E is renowned as a
specialist specifically of
Rabindra Sangeet. He has

taken teaching Rabindra
Sangeel to young leamners as a
commitment to hislife, He is one of
the best teachers of Rabindra
Sangeet in the country, His lessons
have blessed and matured many a
popular Rabindra Sangeet artistes
of Bangladesh. And now the
maestro himself emerges as a
singer with his first album of
Rabindra Sangeet. He is eminent
WahiduHaque.

Bengal Foundation has brought
out the debut album of this master
of Rabindra Sangeet. The launch-
ing ceremony of the album titled
Shakol Kanta Dhonnyo Korey took

place at the Bengal Shilpalaya on

November 25. Artist Aminul Islam

Many renowned cultural per-
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Language Movement activist

Rabindra Sangeet artiste Mita

ceremony.

The album contains 14 songs
including Tai tomar ananda, Aj
shobar rongey rong, Shaghono
gahono ratri, Bedonay bhorey
giyechhe, Gaaner bhitor diye,
Bashontey ki shudhu, Joy-jatray
jao go and Aha tomar shongey
pranerkhela.

After the launching ceremony,
Wahidul Haque, flanked by the
students’ of his. music school
Anandadhoni, presented a few
songs from the album: Amar
matha nato korey dao hey, Pagla
haowar badol diney, Ankhijol
muchhailey, Tumi kichhu diye
Jjao, Shakolkanta dhonnyo korey.

'Listening to Wahidul Haque's
music, especially ‘Rabindra
Sangeet, is a rare experience,’
writes art critic Abul Momen in
the introductory note of the CD
of Shakol Kanta Dhonnyo Korey.

invaluable specimen for the

Diversity in Design
Theatre's drama festival

Theatre's weeklong festival

begins today
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Tropa Majumdar, Monir Hossain of HSBC, Abdullah Al
Mamunand Ramendu Majumdaratthe press conference

Aweeklong drama festival titled Diversity in Design starts

Nagorik Natyasampradaya, Aranyak, Dhaka Theatre,
Padatik, Uttaradhikar and Theatre are taking part in the
festival. Sponsored by HSBC, the festival starts with Thea-
tre's latest production Mukti and ends with its current
production Madhobi. Theatre will honour two drama
personalities of the country by conferring Muneir
Chowdhury Award and Zakaria Smrity Padak for their
outstanding theatrical activities. Acclaimed educationist
Sardar Fazlul Karim inaugurates the festival on November
27, atthe Experimental Theatre Stage.

Abdullah AlMamunsaid, 'Diversitycanbe foundinthe
scripts of Bangladeshi theatre, although it is not found
much in the productions. That is why we have invited
diversified productions of contemporary time to make
ourfestival a colourful one.!

Munir Hossain, marketing and public relation man-
ager of HSBC said, 'HSBC patronises cultural activities all
overthe world. As partof thatscheme, we are now patron-
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sonalities includingartists Qayyum

Mahbub-ul-Alam Chowdhury,

Haque attended the launching

young generation,' comments

'Revelling in portraits

Ranjit Das' solo

FAYZA HAQ

Das has brought in portraits with a different
angle. He has stressed on simplicity and
frequentlyleft alot to the imagination. In the
delineation of the rickshaw-puller he has
repeated the image of a rickshaw-puller in print
done in a rhythmic way on canvas. The back-

I N his latest solo exhibit at Shilpangan, Ranjit

sweepsofwhite withabackdrop of vermilion.
The beauty of an old, seated tribal woman is

broughtin another canvas, as shelooksoutatthe , |§

world and puffs a cigar. Her face is in details but
her clothes are sketched in. The back is in pink,
white and gray. Fancy dream with a cross presents
the portrait ofa contemplatingwoman and she is
doneinbrown and burnt sienna. Thereisa square
in front of her, depicting a window at which she

Red Somrow, oll on canvas

done in detailed sketches while the left one is
simply suggested. A small peeping child is
broughtinthebackdrop. Amoonisbroughttothe
left. There is too a depiction of a woman gazing
out of a window in a pensive way. She is done in
white, blackand red.

Ranjit has been painting for 30 years with
changes in colour, subject and compositionin his
work Inhispaintingstheartisttries to bringinthe
joys and tears of everyday human existence, and
this time, he has stressed on figure work in partic-
ular, Earlier, he has done a lot of abstractions
compositions, using squares upon squares, He
works in his studio at home, as the mood takes
him. He does not, however, work late into the
night. Sometimes he works on eight or ten can-
vases; all at one go, taking two months to com-
pletehiswork.

He has stages in his painting. Sometimes he
uses collages and sometimes he strips his canvas
to maintain the colour at the back. He builds up
his lines and textures in various ways. He uses
mixed mediaand print, as the feeling takes him.

Zainul Abedin and Shahabuddin have fasci-
nated him in figure work. In abstraction it has
been Mohammad Kibria and Monirul Islam.

drama feslival on N(wcrnberzs
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Theatre's weeklong drama' festival begins with the
group's latest production Mukti, a translation of contem-
porary American playwright Lee Blessings' play Inde-
pendencebyMizarul Kayes.

Through the story ofa mother and her three daughters,
the play Mukti satires the materialistic family structure of
the metros. In the play, a homesick daughter returns to
her mother who stays with her two other daughters--a
virgin mother and a prodigal girl. By unveiling the psyche
of these four characters, the playwright shows the loose
bond between the family membersin urban areas.

Ferdausi Mjumdar, Tanvin Sweety, TamannaIslam and
Tanjum Ara Polli perform in the play directed by Tropa

conference.
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; ground is bumnt sienna, pink and yellow with  standsand dreams. white. In Shy Guare one comes across another . | Majumdar. Monsur Ahmed is the set designer while
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Saadi's solo recnal at Alliance Franc;alse

INOVERA DEEPITA

Alliance Frangaise de Dhaka orgnised an enchanting solo
musical recital by celebrated Rabindra Sangeet singer
Saadi Muhammad Thursday last. In front of a packed
audience, Saadi rendered Rabindra Sangeet and songs of
yesteryears.

He started with the much-rendered piece Money ki
didharekhey geley choley. Later he performed some other
melodious Tagore songs like Anek diney amar gan, Ami

phirbo na re and Je torey boley. The song Ami chini
80 chini tormarey was pe in a different way with
more instnumental backups ‘than the traditional tune.
Thekeyboard-emphasised tune was more melodious and
the rhythm of the song went faster in the later part of the
piece.

Saadi said, "People can be misguided that it is my own
composition. But actually it was done by Kishore Kumar
with the permission of Bishwabharati. Although the style
is not followed at Shantiniketon, the version is quite
popularinKolkata.' He also said that with bigger number
of instruments the song would have been more melodi-
ous and enjoyable.

Although the auditorium was not big enough, the
acousticsand arrangements of the showwas truly standard
and brilliant. Avery short solo recital by flautist Gazi Abdul
Hakiim playedin the beginning of the song Krishnakoli ami
tarei boli was very enjoyable. Fariduddin on Tabla and
BadrulIslamBakul on keyboard were also brilliant.

Saadi performed a number of songs of yesteryears
mostly of Hemanta Mukhopadhyay like Muchhe jawa
dinguli, Amay proshno korey, O nodi re and Moner janala
diey. However, some of the audience said that they had

S O G Ltral : Among Indian painters he greatly admires KG b expected him tosing more Tagore songs, To quote Saadi, 'l
; < jmon'n'est' B {5 | Subramaniam and Sunil Das. Ranjit did his . wanted to sing some of my faviourite songs that included
%“l_ pes I - masters from Vadodara and teaches art at the Saad| Muhammad sings while Gazl Abdul Hakim those oldy goldies, but truly I belong to the Tagore songs'
faav) The Blue Horizon, oil'on canvas Teachers' Training College. _accompanies him ontheflute genre which will remainunchanged forever.!
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