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Rejecting the next Bill Gates

S Condoleezza Rice enters
Alhe state department, she

will face a number of
pressing foreign-policy problems
that she cannot solve. This will not
be for lack of effort or intelligence
on her part. It's just that many
foreign-policy crises involve the
interests and activities of countries
across the globe, and changing
these takes time. And even then,
whether it's Iran, North Korea, or
Darfur, there is no quick fix that
Washington can impose. But there
is a growing danger for the United
States that needs urgent attention,
can be solved, and is almost
entirely within Rice's power to
handle, It's the foreign-visa crisis.
Left unattended, it is going to have
deep and lasting effects on
American security and competi-
tiveness.

The facts are plain. US visa
procedures have become far too
cumbersome, and bureaucrats are
turning down far more applications
than ever before. One crucial result
is the dramatic decline of foreign
students in the USthe first shift
downward in 30 years. Three new
reports document the magnitude
of this fall. Undergraduate
enrollment from China dropped 20
percent this year; from India, 9
percent; from Japan, 14 percent
The declines are even worse in
graduate schools: applications
from China have dropped 45
percent; from India, 28 percent.

Some Americans might say,
"Good riddance, it's their loss."
Actually the greater loss is ours.
American universities benefit from
having the best students from
across the globe. But the single
most deadly effect of this trend is
the erosion of American capacity in
science and technology. The US
economy has powered ahead in
Jlarge part because gf__l.he amazing
productivity of America’s scignce
.and technology. Yet that research is
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| understand the need for gréater scrutiny after 9/11. But
it has given already cautious bureaucracies a new rule:
“"When in doubt, deny the application." Every visa officer
today lives in fear that he will let in the next Muhammad
Atta. As a result, he is probably keeping out the next Bill

Gates.

now done largely by foreign
students. The National Science
Board (NSB) documented this
reality last year, finding that 38
percent of doctorate holders in
America's science and engineering
work force are foreign-born.
Foreigners make up more than half
the students enrolled in science
and engineering programs. The
dirty little secret about America's
scientific edge is that it's largely
produced by foreigners and
immigrants.

Americans don't do science
anymore. The NSB put out another
report this year that showed the
United States now ranks 17th
(among nations surveyed) in the
proportion of college students
majoring in science and engineer-
ing. In 1975 the United States
ranked third. The recent decline in
foreign applications is having a
direct effect on science
programmes. Three years ago there
were 385 computer-science majors
at MIT. Today there are 240, The
trend is similar at Stanford,
Carnegie Mellon, and the
University of California, Berkeley.

Falling foreign enrollments will
produce a broader but no less
profound loss for the United States.
America has spread its interests,
ideas and values across the world
by many means, but perhaps the
single most effective one has been
by educating the world's elites. For
example, Western ideas about the
benefits of free markets and free
trade have become the global
standard. This may have much to
do with Western foreign and trade
policies. But surely this shift has
been strengthened and facilitated
by the fact that so many of the
people in the ministries of finance,
trade, and industry in the
developing world were educated at
Western universities. The US
government can claim very little
credit for Chile's remarkable and

nipecesshul, freg-market revplution.
~But .the University . of . Chicago

which trained most of the
economists who spearheaded
those reforms in Santiago can.

Foreign students return home from
America bringing with them an
appreciation for American values,
ideas and, indeed, for America
itself,

" The hegemony of ideas is often
a greater and more lasting source
of power than brute force. When
historians write about our times,
they will certainly note that
America dominated the interna-
tional agenda for decades
through this distinctive form of
power.

But that hegemony is weakening
for four reasons. First, America has
become less attractive in the eyes of
the world. Second, Washington is
making it tougher to come here.
Third, there is greater competition
and more alternatives for the
world's best students. (The biggest
beneficiaries of the American
decline have been universities in
Britain, Australia, New Zealand,
and Canada.) And finally, there are
more opportunities around the
globe. A software engineer in India,
can make a good living in
Bangalore, and not have to leave his
country, culture, and family
behind.

Some of these problems can'tbe
solved by the secretary of state. But
America's image abroad is
something she can help improve.
And visas are entirely under her
control. I understand the need for
greater scrutiny after 9/11. But it
has given already cautious
bureaucracies anewrule; "When in
doubt, deny the application.”
Every visa officer today lives in fear
that he will let in the next
Muhammad Atta. As a result, he is
probably keeping out the next Bill
Gates.
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Jaundice outbreak at DU

Mb. FIRO] ALAM

HERE is a myth in our

country that only the

uneducated and poorpeople
in our country lack simple hygiene
knowledge which is the cause of 80
per cent of their total disease
incidence -- with diarrhea, cholera,
jaundice, dysentery, and typhoid
being the five most common water
borne diseases. But the recent
outbreak of jaundice among the
students living at Dhaka University
indicates that our educated people
are not immune to the problem
either, It is unclear whether the
recent outbreak of jaundice can be
ascribed to the lack of hygiene
knowledge among the students or
the DU canteen staff, but there is a
high probability that lack of hygiene
knowledge is why jaundice has
taken the endemicshapein DU halls
to claim the life of one student and
strike another 400,

Let me make it clear why [ am
saying this. As per the reports of the
newspapers, the students of DU
have been struck by the FHepatitis A
Virus (HAV). There are also some
other hepatitis viruses like B, C, D, E,
and G, These are called non-A. The
non-A spreads through needle-
sharing, blood, and sex. There are
no positive reports of the non-A
hepatitis inthe dorms.

But the HAV gets into the host
through the fecal-oral route with
water and food when the hosts lack
the knowledge of whether their food
and water have come into contact
with fecal matter. Although there are
two other routes like parenteral
route (transmitting by blood and
blood products or by skin penetra-
tion) and homosexuality among
men that creates oral-anal contact
and gets the HAV into the host -- this
is quite rare and unusual in our
country and highly unlikely to be the
causeofthe DU outbreak.

The possibility of spreading this
disease through water is very low
because the DU halls are not
supplied with the DWASA water that
has the serious risk of being
contaminated with HAV as the water
pipelines of the DWASA often come
into contact with the sewerage lines
through leakage. The DU students
are supplied with ground water
considered as the best quality water
in our country. Besides, the DU halls
have a sufficient supply of water
round the clock. Therefore, I think
the other factors of fecal;oral

lcontaminations likefodd;: hand
wiashing, the hygiene practices ire '
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However, the point for hope is the transmission routes of these diseases are identical
and identified all over the country. An effective sanitation barrier can dismantle these
transmission routes and save thousands of lives from these diseases. But generation
of the critical awareness on the hygiene practices among the people is the primary and
crucial task for the concerned stakeholders.

causing the endemic situation of
jaundice in DUhalls, not the water.

Living almost seven yearsin a DU
hall I have understoad that there is
the high possibility of transmitting
the HAV through the food. The
resident students of DU halls eat in
the hall canteens and some other
shops located inside the campus.
The staff that operates the canteen
has a serious lack of knowledge of
hygienic practices, As the students
have the same level of ignorance,
they cannot create pressure on the
canteen staff and are unable to
advise the shopkeepers and canteen
staffs for the maintenance of food
hygiene.

I have observed that the students
lack the knowledge of the impor-
tance of hand washing with soap
during the critical times like after
defecation, before having meal, and
at the time of preparing or handling
thefood.

The students wash their hands
normally only with water before
having meal, but use soap for
washingthe hands after.

The staffs of the canteens have
not any practices of washing hand
with soap at any of those critical
times. So the risk of bringing the
HAV remains high while they serve
and prepare food and touch
utensils. The students are habitu-
ated to touch and eat the dry food
without washing the hands at all or
taking any precaution for safety.

The food that is served in the DU
canteens is simply substandard. The
students are often supplied with
rotten and substandard vegetables
purchased as remnants from the
kitchen markets. The fish supplied
in the canteen also has the
possibility of bearing HAV as the
canteen owners always bought the
carps cultivated in sewerage
polluted water around the city. The
canteen operators prefer those fish
to feed the students because the
price is lower than the other fish in
the market.

All of the latrines and urinals in
the DU campus are also the
potential sources of water and
excrela barne disease because these
latrines. often remain filthy with

excreta and urine that spreads bad
odourand attracts other carrierslike
cockroach, flies, etc.

Perhaps it is the common
scenario for the student dormitories
belonging to other college and
universities of this country. And
consequently, we often get the news
of outbreak of food poisoning,
diarrhea, cholera, dysentery, and

typhoid among the students.

In conclusion, I must say- that
jaundice and other water borne
disease is a big problem for our
country. Every year these diseases
cause the loss of Tk 500 crore and
inflict other social and economic
harm on our population like labour
loss, disruption of mental peace, etc.
These are the diseases for all of the

people who do not maintain the
sanitation rules and hygiene
practices. And almost all of the
people of this country fall under this
criteria. The incidents of DU are
enough to understand this reality.

However, the point for hopeis the
transmission routes of these
diseases are identical and identified
all gver the country. An effective
sanitation barrier can dismantle
these transmission routes and save
thousands of lives from these
diseases. But generation of the
critical awareness on the hygiene
practices among the people is the
primary and crucial task for the
concerned stakeholders.

Md. Firoj Alam Is a development activist working
s Programme Officer for WaterAid Bangladash.
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| undergraduate programs |
- B. Arch in Architecture

= BBA in Finance, Banking, Marketing, MIS, HRM

BRAC University

admission for Spring 2005

| financial assistance for undergraduate students |

—== Full tuition waiverto those who obtained (without-4th

e BS¢ in Computer Science & Engineering

__ BScin Computer Science
- BSS in Economics

BAin English

LLB (Hons)

| graduate programs |

MBA in Finance, Marketing, MIS, HRM, Banking,
Corporate Management, Operauuns Mnnngement.
NGO Management & Entrepreneurship

subject) a GPA of 4.75 or more in both SSC & HSC
from science and a GPA of 4.5 or more in both S8C &
HSC from Arts & Commerce groups or have 5 'A's in
'0' Level & 2 'A's in ‘A’ Level exams

—m== Full Tuition waiver for top student in each department
based on Admission Test Resulis
—s== Tuition waiver at different rates for students with CGPA

3.5 or more at BU

—== 5% tuition waiver for Economics & English students
—m== Tk.500/=(per credit) tuition waiver to female students
—== FORD Scholarship: Full Tuition waiver, living and

= Master of Development Studies (MDS)

== Highly qualified faculty from home and abroad

== Housed in BRAC's own buildings

== Tutorial/lab/workshop for practice and skill building

== A Residential Semester to groom the students to
successfully compete in the job market globally

== Teacher-Parent cooperation for better performance by the

students

= Digital Language Lab, Digital Studio, LINUX, CISCO

Labs VIDEO Conference Centre

== Access to full-time Internet and own ISP
- Lthrurywlthmmnﬁuge numbcro!"(hi

and Electronic Archives

v

book allowance for meritorious students from poor
financial background

—== Parents with two children at BU: 50% tuition waiver for
the second child. Parents with two daughters at BU:
70% tuition waiver for the second child

L financial assistance for graduate students i

—= Tuition fee waiver based on performance
—= Financial assistance based on need and performance
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—== (On campus job opportunity
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Application Deadline: December 29, Ell[l-i
\dmlssmn Test: 3:30 PM on December 31, 2004
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For Admission Form and ﬂm.h:r information please visit
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www.bracuniversity.ac.bd §

Or contact Admission Desk, Ground Floor B

BRAC University Building

e Jxl.“;Mthkh‘li- hllkl..Ph: 8353943-9 Y,

AorinTe owl v pos-maib:

Phone:

. Mobile:

Fax:

8961105

8962884

o E-mall:
- rabhgbd @yahoo.com

Information regarding any
areas of Bangladesh

011 816205,
017 1800430,
- 017 2993101,
011 818242,
017 2993105

Come forward to stop terrorism, Help RAB

Terrorists are enemies of the country. Do not favor them. Be conscious against injustice. Help RAB

Information regarding
areas under the

include Shampur.
Shutrapur, Demra,
Motijheel, Shabujbagh,
. Khilgaon thana and
Narayanganj, Narsingdi
district and whole of
Sylhet division.
Phone:

7174687

Mobile:

011 818253

- Syihet- 0821-810333

Mobile(Sylhet):
017 2993130,

017 2993131,

017 2993133

Fax:

7174686

E-malil:

rab3bd @yahoo.com

for public interest %

dEGrameenPhone

' Khulna and Barisal division

Phone:
041-861276

‘Mobile:

Barisal- 017 1800442,
Kushtia- 017 1800418, 1

. Chuadanga- 017 6296401,

Khuina- 017 1800420,

017 6296403

Fax:
041-861277

E-mall:
. rab6bd @yahoo.com
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