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CULTURAL FEAST

NEW BANGABAZAR FIRE

300 Bangla films burnt to ashes

A walkeup call for the authorities

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

CTOR Razzak will never be
seen on screen singing the

_ evergreen song Neel
akasher nichey ami rasta cholechhi
eka in the film Nil Akasher Nichey.
Neither will cine buffs see films
such as Uttar Falguni, Nanad
Bhabi, Abhirbhab, Lalu-Bhulu,
Anarkoli, Ankhi-Milon, Bhanga-
Gora, Matribhumi, Nakol
Shahzada, Alo Amar Alo and many
others.

The reason? A devastating fire at
the NewBangabazar Hawkers' Mar-
ket on November 22 which de-
stroyed around 300 films. The hub
of the fire was a five-storey building
at 1/1 Bangabandhu Avenue that
housed 21 film-making and dis-
tributing offices. The number in-
cludes more than a hundred land-
mark creations of the golden pe-
riod of Bangla films including two
acclaimed films ‘on the Liberation
War made in more recent times--
Dangaand Sipahi.

Describing the damage caused
by the fire, Ansar Ali of AHM Pro-
ductions said, 'All the decade-old
production houses situated in this
building produced hundreds of
clagsic films that were stored in the
office compound. All of these films,
except avery few, are lost forever as
there are no more copies of the neg-
atives of these films.' The havoc
wrought by the fire was com-

. pounded by the clumsy 50-year-

old five-storey building and the ab-
sence of fire fighting devices. "We
could not even try to save the films
and other valuables in the building
due to lack of fire fighting devices,’
said Harun of Shadow Pictures.

The ZA Films spokesperson said
that they have lost at least 20 films
including Kajol Lata, Nayoner
Kajol, Ankhi Milon, Alo Amar Ala,
Gayer Chheley. Desh Kothachitro

The havoc wrought by the fire

has lost 30 of its titles including
Anarkoli, Swadhin, Shondhi,
Anurodh, Khudha, Toposya, Nantu
Ghatak, Poradhin and many more.
Chayabani Shangstha lost Shobar
Ojantey, Etotuku Asha,
Matribhumi, Anurag, Shawpno

Diye Ghera, Bhanga-Gora,
Shamorpon, Aka-banka, Chokher
Joley etc. The fire burnt over G0
other films like Bipod Sanket,
Danga, Sipahi, Didar, Nanad
Bhabi, Uttar Falguni, Goyenda,
Love Letter and Accident produced

by Shanglapchitro, Shadow Pic-
tures, Robi Chalachchitra and Abhi
Films.

Among others Geet Chitrakotha,
Moushumi Kothachitro, Desh
Chitrakotha, Masud Kothachitro,
ZA Films, Parjoar Films, Rumi
Films, Chhayabani Shangstha,
Metro Films, MK Movies, Mohua
Movies, Chaturanga Kothachitro,
FT Productions, Five-star Produc-
tions, Azad Pictures, Monju
Movies, Shawpan Pictures, Udayan
Chalachchitro, Momata
Kothachitro have also lost many
super hit productions.

This latest disaster has once
again broughtinto focus the neces-
sity of preserving films in the Ban-
gladesh Film Archive (BFA), Al-
though the film producers are
bound to submit to the archive a
print of each released film accord-
ing to the Copyright Act 2000, in

Bangladesh no producer is inter- *

ested in preserving their films in
the BFA due to difference of opin-
ion withthe authorities.

KMR Manzur, chairman of Ban-
gladesh Film Producers' and Dis-
tributors' Association, said, 'Theau-
thorities should share the cost of
the print so that producers are will-
ingto submitacopyoftheirfilms.'

The affected producers are tis-
traught. 'If we had submitted cop-
ies of our films, they would not
have been lost,’ admitted Mujibur
Rahman of Chhayabani Shangstha,
adding, '"The govermment should
make the archive more effective.'

'The government should sup-
port the affected producers in re-
covering theloss,' said Manzur.

There is a brighter side for the
hard-pressed producers: the offi-
cials of the Ministry of Information
say that they will extend all co-
gperation to find ways to recover
theimmenseloss.
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Federation of Film
Societies (BFFS) is allsettohold the
National Film Conference 2004
from November 28 to 30 at the
CIRDAP auditorium. With the
slogan 'Let the darkness of
obscenity be eliminated by the
touch of our own culture', the event
is the first ofits kind in the country,
said speakers yesterday at a press
conference at the National Press
Club. Renowned film society
activists and filmmakers Sadeq
Khan, Badal Rahman, Morshedul
Islam, Ahmed Muztaba Zamal,
Sabbir Chowdhury and Zahidul
Islam Kochi were present at the

event.

Veteran journalist and the first
Muslim filmmaker of the
subcontinent, Obaed Ul Haque,
will inaugurate the National Film
Conference 2004 at 5:30 pm on
November 28 at the CIRDAP
auditorium. Eminent educationist
Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed will
be present as the chief guest of the
occasion while pioneer filmmaker
Mahbub Jamil will preside.
Morshedul Islam's latest film
Duratta will be screened at the
inaugural session.

The following two days of the
conference feature seven keynote
papers focusing on seven aspects
of film activities. On November 29

four papers will be presented:
'Importance of National Film
Principles' by Aminul Islam
Khokon, 'Government Sanction
and Patronisation in Filmmaking'
by Badal Rahman, 'National Film
Institute in Spreading Film Culture'
by Tanvir Mokammel] and 'Role of
Television and Newspaper in
Creating Artistic Films' by Faridur
Reza Sagor.

On the closing day three papers
will be presented: 'Study of Cinema
at University Level and Importance
of Film Institute' by Zakir Hossain
Raju, 'Problems of Filmmaking and
Film Screening as a Medium of Art
and Entertainment’ by Tareq
Masud and 'Ways to Stop

nal Film Conference 2004
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Obscenity and Vieolence in
Entertainment Cinema and Role of
Censor Board' by Morshedul Islam.

Renowned cultural personalities
including Mahbub Jamil, Shibli
Sadik, Kabori' Sarwar, Manzare
Hassin Murad, Professor Kabir
Choudhury, Rafiquzzaman,
Mustafa Monwar, Anisul Haque,
Professor Selim Al Deen, Professor
Geeti Ara Nasrin, KMR Manjur,
Sohanur Rahman Sohan, Chashi
Nazrul Islam and Ahmed Sahrif will
discuss the papersondifferentdays.

The closing ceremony of the
conference on November 30 will be
attended by Editor of Prothom Alo
Motiur Rahman and actor Bulbul
Ahmed.
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Kago] Kuranl, the short film by
Shahiduzzaman Badal, was
screened at the 2nd Asian
Children Festival in the Film
Produced by Adults for Children
category. The festival was held at
Hyderabad, India from November
14 to 20. Shotin beta-cam format
the 20-minute long Kagoj Kurani
is an epic of those who get busy
from dawn to dusk to collect the
waste of the city. A true
picturisation of a boy named Lalu,
who lives in a slum in Dhaka,
delineates the life struggle of this
community.

Nlprograrmm_mjn local time, The! |~
u:usurvmmn:m responsible for | |

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at’ 8:55
am,12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm,

News (Bangla) alB:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm,8:00 pn.

News (English)al 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 8:00am.
7:45pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla.and
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangta) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telscast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

alest News (Bangia) al 8:00 a.m,10:00
m, 11:00 am.1:00pm.2:00 pm.
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:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.
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{11 News Headlines (Bangia) at 10:00 am.
Il 42:00am.6:15pm, 9:30 pm.
| News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
] pm.7:30 pm.10;30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NeweHeadines(Bangia) &t 530 pm. 7:30

P
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm, 11:30
pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) al 9:30

pm.
BBC WORLD
Every houronthe hour

0930

Drama Senaa New 1
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Shesh Akkhor
OnATNBanglaat5:10pm
Musical Programme
Hosted by Shajaland Irin

Most Wanted

OnHBOat9:30pm
Genre: Action/ Thriller

Cast: Keenen Ivory Wayans, Jon Voight, Jill Hennessy
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