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IFE seems worthwhile only when there is

no. travail' and sorrow. But reality is

different, withits share ofupsand downs.
It is even harder to witness the pain of a child.
Moved by the plight of a little girl 28 years ago,
the Japanese Kayoko Sakaoka founded' the
House of Haguruma (which means 'agear’ or'a
cog wheel). The aim was to bring back the smile
toboththelittlegirl and othersof herilke

The House of Haguruma, takes care of
juvenileswho are guilty of delinquencies such as
domestic violence, resulting from' parental
pressure or lack of self confidence., The aim of
the house is 'to provide a place to live for every.
juvenile and to teach them self respect and
affirmation.’'

In pursuance of this objective, the House of
Haguruma teaches theartof playing the drums.
Atarecent drum concertin Dhakathe members

. of the Hagurama gave a swirling perforrnance.
The function was held at the Osmani Memaorial

&

d Drum beats of Japan
Haguruma enthralls the Dhaka crowd
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A variety of drums regaled the audience

Hall. The Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy jointly
organised the concert with the co-operation of
the renowned Japanese NGO, the International
Angel Association. Matsushiro Horiguchi,
Ambassador ofJapan to Bangladesh and Ahmad
Nazir, Director General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, inaugurated the concert.
The 'mother’ of the House, Kayoko Sakaoka,
delighted the audience with her elegant
presence.

Straight after the inauguration, the whole
auditorium echoed with the beats of avaricty of
drums. The drummers regaled the audience
with their perfformance of titles such as IHlusion,
Spring thunder, Soaring, Dawn after the days of
fighting, The Pleiade, Playing drum in dancing,
Flightand Ragingtorrent.

The piece Hlusion depicted a prayer. The
Pleiade s a tiny glittery star which shows how --
no matter how small--we can light up the world
withournoble deeds.

Spring thunder was performed to a spell-
bound audience which enthusiastically clapped
alongwiththe performers.

The most interesting part was the perfor-
mance of the three 'instant drummers' from the
audience. Undertheguidance of theteamleader
Koizumi, their performance created ripples. The
Japanese drummers sought to greet the local
audience with Assalamu Alaikum and
Dhanyabad--acharmingaddonto theevening.

Raging torrent the last piece-- exemplified
how one could stand firm and gain final victory
inthetest oflife despite araging torrent.
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histrionicability as his offand on marriage to Elizabeth Taylor, since his
death 20 years ago, he remains aname to rememberin Hollywood. | *

In his'long career; he has proved a versatile artiste: Amang his
notable recordings for radio are readings of Dylan Thomas' works for
the BHG. Unider the Milk Wood is possibly-the most famous radio play

lever written., Thisworkhasbeen given a newlease oflifein the firstnew
production for BBC Radio since 1963.The unmatched performance of
Burton as FirstVoice has been dxgutaﬂyrcmastcmd andmixedwithnew |
performances of all the otherparts to creaté a memorable, freshvisitto
thefictionalvillage of Llangerrub. :

Borm on November 10, 1925, Burton was the 12th of 13 children. His
fatherwas aminerand hismotherdied when Burton was justa child of
two. One ofhis teachers, Phillip Burton, took akeen interestinhimand
helped him to develop the skills thatlater would help himin his acting.
carcer. Due to this teacher, at'the age of 16 he won a scholashipto. 5
Oxford, However, he soon gave up his studies to concentrate on his:
‘acting career. After a break from the stage life, at ‘theageof 18, hewas
mnscnptcdinto the Royal Air Force, Where he became anavigator,

His big break in Hollywood ‘'came in 1952 with the film My cousin
Rachel. However, it was the magnum opus Glegpatra that won him
gvationin hislead role asMark Anthony. This mlestmedhhnoppame
ElizabethTaylor as the tempestuous Egypﬁun queen. :

The duo were to g0 in and out of marriage. Burton divorced his first
wife and married Taylor, but subsequently the famous couple wouldin
tum file for divorce. However, they, would ‘then re-marry and divon::e
apain, i

gBmwn 's lifewas cutshort in August 1984 in Geneva. He had recent]y el
completed the film re-make of 1984 and was shurl]y duc o begm i
shuotmgc-f Wtd Geesell, = .0 5 R i
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A New Zealander enlivens

the art scene
Introducing Trina

KAVITA CHARANJI

From' portraits to temples to children's books, New
Zealander artist Trina Bohan Tyrie has done them all. Her
preferred mediums are watercolour and charcoal. She is
particularly fascinated by the play of colour on'various
surfaces ranging from people, objects and water. 'l do

mostly portrait work in Dhaka. 1 look for interesting;

unusual subjects. They are not necessarily pretty faces,
just people I see out on'the street and going about their
routine, whether doing: business, riding rickshaws or
elaborately dressed women out shopping,! says the
willowy Trina. If one has to put a label on Trina, it would
be 'realistimpressionist’.

She finds plenty of inspiration in Dhaka the busy
markets, the New Year celebrations in Ramna Park and the
grchitecture of old Dhaka. 'Most of all 1 enjoy painting the
riverlifeand the people wholiveand work on theriverfront.'

The second day after arriving in Dhaka a year ago, she
and her husband Graham (an ‘adviser with the European
Commission), went down to the old city and river. She
was fascinated by the sheer flow of traffic on the river. She
recalls that the subjects could range from boats, people
selling water melons or ferrying passengers across the
river to an immaculately dressedladywith a baby.

Her work often begins with taking photographs of her
subjects. In her words,' 1 enjoy the light on the river. The
first thing in the moming or late afternoon is the best time
for me to take some photographs, capturing the light and
shadows on a building and water.’ She has toyed with the
ideaof setting up aneasel near theriver butshebelieves, as
a foreigner, that she would be surrounded by curious
onlookers,

She is also the illustrator of two children's books:

Trina Bohan Tyrie

A watarcolour portrait of a'girl in Ramna Park

Balinese Children's Favourite Stories (published in 2001)
and A Club of Small Men (2002). 'It wasn't child's play;'
says Trina with a laugh. Many of characters, she says, are
derived from her doodles, which she says she does in
trafficjams orwhile travelling,

Adiplomaholderin graphic design from New Zealand,
Trina has painted her way around the world. Among the
places that she has been with her husband are: Zimba-
bwe, Indonesia, Bormeo and Papua New Guinea. Her
pn.fcm.d medium  is watcrcolour, which she says,

‘captured my imagination.' She is also a member of the
British Watercolour Society. Why watercolour? 'I am
looking for a depth of colour as well as a translucence
which anly watercolour can give me. I need the darkness
and also thelight,' she maintains.

Her last base was Jakarta. ‘In Indonesia, 1 was
fascinated by the Chinese temples and the seascapes.'
Some of her works depictbumingincensein thetemples.
'What interests me is the way light falls on incense and
smoke,' she says. Herworks have been exhibited and are
in private collections in the UK, Netherlands, USA, New

. Zealand, China, Ma]aysia and Zimbabwe,

At the moment she is readying for a joint exhibitionin
Dhaka in February. She does solos every 18 monthsit could
be anywhere. She greatly admires the artistic talent of
Bangladesh and speaks highly ofthe calibre ofartists such
as Rokeya, Kuhu, Jamal, Kanak Chanpa Chakina and
Mithu. Going by Trina'sworks, the feeling seems miitual.

50 First Dates with Star Cmeplex

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Afirstdate is always exciting. But whatifyou had to make
the girl of your dreams fall in love with you every single
day? Henry Roth (Adam Sandler), a marine veterinarian
workmg on the Hawaiian Island of Oahu, finds himselfin
just such a predicament when he meets Lucy Whitmore
(Drew Barrymore). She's beautiful, smart and funny, but
she has one tiny problem: short-term memory loss
caused by a head injury she suffered'in a car accident a
year ago. When she sleeps at night, all memory of the
day's events are erased--including those Invclwng
Henry--and she wakes up the next morning thinking it's
thesame day ofheraccident.

This romantic comedy, titled 50 First Dates, is now
showing in the country's only multiplex: theatre Star
Cineplex. This is the second international film to be
shown inthe theatre over the last one-and -half months
time. To mark the occasion, a premiére and a press show
was held recently.

Mirka Rahman, Managing Director of the Show Motion
Limited, Mostafizur Rahman, Executive Director of
Bashundhara Group and Rabeth Khan, Executive Director
ofShowMotion Limited were present at the press show,

In the view of Mirka, ' 50 First Dates is a romantic
comedy which will entertain the viewers immensely,
They will appreciate the role of Drew Barrymore-the girl
from ETto Charlie's Angels-and theslightly serious role of
Adam Sandler in the movie, Apart from this, Joyjatra is
doingwell and it proves that good filis can attract film
freaks.'

Rabeth charts out the film attractions, both past and
present.As he says' We have already screened a good
number of Bangla movies like Bachelor, Duratta, Joyjatra

and Moner Majhey Tumi. Our second international film
50 First Dates will be released from Thursday." Apart from
50 First Dates, Spiderman 2, Joyjalra and Bangla
blockbuster Moner Majhey Tumi are also being screened
inthe multiplex.

At the end of the press conference, 10 lucky viewers,
participants in the promotional campaign of Spiderman
2, won awards. After the press show, the new movie 50
First Dates was screened.

'Imagine having to win over the girl of your dreams...
every friggin' day,' with thistagline the movie will definitely
attractyounglovers aswellas the viewers ofall ages.
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