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Biswa [jtema Special
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December3-5.

Besides, from December 1-4, two
special trains will run on Jamalpur-
Tongi route and one each on
Noakhali--Tongi and Akhaura--Tongi
routes daily. The special trains will
depart Jamalpur for Tongi at B:45am
and 6:30pmwhile Noakhali at 7:00am
and Akhaura at 8:00pm, said a press
release yesterday.

On the day of *akheri munajat’ on
December5, sixspecial trains will ply
Dhaka-Tongi route from 7:00am to
10:30am. The trains will leave Dhaka
for Tongi at 7:00am, 7:20am, 8:20am,
8:40am, 10:05amand 10:30am.

Six inter-city, mail and express
trains from Dhaka for will also touch
Tongi Station on Dec 5.

After akheri munajat, seven
special trains and Seven inter-city,
mail and express trains will run on
Dhaka-Tongi route between 12:20pm
and 7:00pm. The special trains will
depart Tongi at 12:20pm, 12:45pm,
1:40pm, 2:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:15pm
and6:55pm.

And two Akhaura-bound trains
will leave Tongi at 3:35pm and
8:;10pm while the Noakhali-bound at
12:50pm and four Mymensingh-
bound trains at 12:25pm, 12:40pm,
2:15pmand 10:00pm.

Moreover, all inter-city and mail
and express trains will halt at Tongi
Station for two minutes from
December3 to5.

The press release said the devo-
tees will be able to collect advance
return tickets for Dhaka-Tongi-
Dhaka at a cost of Tkl0 from
Kamalapur Railway Station in Dhaka.

In addition to fixed ticket coun-
ters at Kamalapur and Tongi railway

stations, tickets can also be pur-
chased from mobile ticket collectors
onthestation platforms.

Suborna Express on Dhaka-
Chittagong route and Teesta Express
on Dhaka-Dinajpur route will not ply
on the day of Akheri munajat, the
release added.

Another arms
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Sources said the Muslim insurgents
in bordering Arakan of Myanmar
mighthavelinkto the huge firearms,
explosives and ammunition.

The Arakan Rohingya Nationalist
Organisation and the communist
groups fighting against the military
ruler of Myanmar got united last
year and started arms and ammuni-
tiontraffickingto different countries
with the help of Rohingyarefugees.

Asked, Lt Col Hasinur said he
does not know clearly who were
hoarding the arms and ammunition
inthe area, He said using BDR's own
intelligence network he is seizing
the forearms andammunition.

In the last few months, BDR
seized huge arms, ammunition and
explosives including M16 and AK47
rifles, grenades, anti-tank mine,
anti-personal mine, rocket
launcher, powerful bombs, wireless
sets, machineguns, plastic explo-
sives, gun powtler, containers full of
acid and various chemicals from the
frontier area.

Jaundice plagues DU
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while the students blame the water
supplied to the dormitories for it
They said the water pipes are faulty
and the ground and overhead water-
tanks remain unclean for years. They
also criticised the hall authorities for
not taking sufficient measures to
prevent theepidemic.

DU Proctor Prof AKA Firoz Ahmed
told The Daily Star yesterday the
varsity authgrities have taken initia-
tives to test the resident students to
detect who are hepatitis B positive.
Separate monitoring cells have also
been formed at the three worst
affected halls.

“Ifany one feelssick, the monitor-
ing cells will arrange treatment for
him," the proctor saic.

He claimed examining the water
at the three halls the university
authorities did not find any hepatitis
virus in it, adding, "But, we will test
fhe water again tomorrow{

Officials of the university's main-
tenance and engineering section said
they have been ordered to check and
renovate the faultywater pipes across
thecampus.

The hall administrations are
supplying boiled water at the halls'
messes, though many of the students
seemed to be sceptic of its cleanli-
ness.

Abu Sadar, a resident of Sheikh
Mujibur Raliman Hall, said he had to
buyan electric heater to boil water, as
heis notamember of the hall's mess.

“I know that use of electric water

heater is prohibited in the hall, but I
have no other way," he said, "one of
myroommates are ill with jaundice.”

‘Abu Bakar, a master's student of
Political Science and resident of
Room No 501 of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall, died on November 9 at
Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) from jaundice.

Provost Mohammah Mahfuzul
Islam of the hall said, "I've taken all
the measurers required to prevent
the water-borne disease, but I don't
why t}'mle infection continues to

read.

He said the hall administration
has been providing the hall's mess
with boiled water for the last two
months, though the microbiology

department of the university found
nothinginthe waterinhis hall testing
itonOctober21.

STUDENTS' DEMONSTRATIONS
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
the student wing of Awami League,
demonstrated on the campus yester-
day demanding measures to imme-
diately check the epidemic.

The BCL leaders at a rally urged
the university authorities to bear the
medical expenses of the students
suffering from jaundice. BCL DU
Unit President Delwar Hossain
presided over the rally. BCL President
Liaqat Sikder, General Secretary
Nazrul Islam Babu and DU Unit
General Secretary Hemayet Uddin
Khan Himuspokeat the meetin

Leaders of Pragotishil Chhatra
Jote, a combine of left-leaning stu-
dent organisations, and the BCL

toflayh'y §

backed by Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
met DU Vice Chancellor Prof SMA
Faiz yesterday and made the same
demands,

The VC said an eight-member
body has been formed to face the
crisis and promised to provide medi-
cal support to the students sick with
hepatitisinfection.

Islamist militants
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compartment of Shantaher-- bound
local train.

Police ascertained from primary
interrogation in Gaibandha that the
arrested militants had planned to use
the explosivesin the planned concert
of MomtazatBogra.

On Tuesday a police contingent
shifted the militants to Dhaka for

PR e

A manually prepared live bomb
was recovered from the ground of
Pilot High School in Sonatola Upazila
onNovember22.

The bomb was assembled with
sulfur, gunpowder, stone, iron and
glass pieces that exploded with bang,
said Captain Ismail, an expert on
army explosives,

Meanwhile, Gaibandha and Bogra
administration have put restriction
onholdingopen cultural functions in
a bid to avoid causalities from possi-
blebombattacks.

Some packets of explosives were
inscribed with '"Power Gel Explosive,
India Explosive Ltd, Gomia-829112".
Another packet was inscribed with
'Sun Brand Explosive 25mm, 125gm’,

Outlaw killed
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Mosha was an accused in several
cases including murders filed with
Sadarand Alamdangaupazila.

Police sent the body to
Chuadanga Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

Meanwhile, Janajuddho in a
statement claimed responsibility for
bombing at the office of Bapa union
unit BNP on Tuesday that killed the
unit BNP president Safiqul Islam
Safi and injured eight activists.

Benazir
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Pervez Musharraf called a second
exiled former premier, Nawaz
Sharif, in Saudi Arabia, to convey his
condolences on the death of his
father.

Sharif was toppled by the mili-
taryin 1999.

Benazir was twice prime minister
of Pakistan. Her governments were
dissolved in 1990 and 1996 for
alleged cormuption.

She lives in exile in the United
Arab Emirates and London with the
couple's three children.

Blanket prices shot
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Retail traders who managed to get
blankets had to pay a high price for
them due to the scarcity. "I bought a
100kg stock at Tk 230 per kg which I
used to buy at Tk 180," said another
roadside sellerin Motijheel.

The new bangabazar market
alone supplied more than fifty per-
cent of blankets in the city in retail
andwholesale prices, said Glasuddin
Bhuyan, owner of eight shops and
two storehouses in the burmed down
market who claimed to have lost
valuablesworth around Tk 1.5 crore.

No estimation has been made of
the total loss of blankets in Sunday's
fire. However, trader Nurul Hoque,
who lost six shops and two store
houses in the fire, said, "Each of the
around 200 store houses in the first
floar of the market had an average of
5000 kg blankets that ranged from Tk
180to 1400 perkg."

‘New Bangabazar Hawkers'
Market became the biggest whole-
sale and retail blanket selling market

a couple of years age when it shifted

“from the old Bangabazar Hawkers'
Market to its present ideal location
which features a couple of road links
aroundit, said the traders.

Most of the traders around
Gulistan and in other shopping
centres used to purchase blankets for
wholesale prices from the burned
down market and sell them for retail
prices,

Retail traders are now rushing to
wholesale markets at Sadarghat and
Kaptan Bazar, and other garment
factories that manufacture clothes
forblankets.

As winter is approaching people
of a low-income group are now
rushing to the old Bangabazar
Hawkers' Market at Secretariat Road
and other clath-stalls on pavements
inthe capital.

Thesale ofblankets rose in thelast
week, said some sellers at different
spots adding that they expected that
it would rise more in the next couple
of days.

Minister
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State-owned Bangladesh Telcgrath
and Telephone Board (BTTB) struck a
deal in Bali, Indonesia, on September
4, 2002, with the consortium of the 13
countries to hook up its telecommuni-
cation network with the SEA-ME-WE4
transoceanic under-seacablesystem.
Indian operators Bharti Telecom
Ltd and Videsh Sanchar Nigan Ltd
(VSNL) also joined the pact to be
includedinthehi dnetvork.
The deadline for completion of the
mjmwns scheduled to be June 2004
later was shifted to September

The consortium members agreed
to equally share the cost for laying the
submarine cable estimated at $600-
$700 million, according to an earlier
estirnate.

The BTTB that had marked
Chittagong as the submarine cable's
landin 'immun while making the deal
with the international consortium
later shifted the location to Cox's
Bazar. Sources said the higher risks of
the cable being cut from fishing and
annhnrl;lg at the Chittagong coast
prompted the changeinlocation.

There is a huge enthusiasm in the
telecomand information and commu-

nications technology (ICT) industry

for the connection to the submarine
cable network, which would create
huge job opportunities in thecoun
The country currently maintainsits
international telecommunication link
E:mu 3,300 satellite circuits, which
CosUY.

US Congress
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"We are hopeful that GAO's ‘non-
partisan and expert analysis will get to
the bottom of the flaws uncovered in
the 2004 election,” added representa-
tives John Conyers, Junior, Jerrold
Nadler, Robert Wexler, Robert Scott,
and Rush Holt.

The lawmakers said the House of
Representatives Judiciary Committee
has received some 57,000 complaints
ofvotingirregularities.

3 forest officials
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and Ranger Abul Hashem. Deputy
Ranger Mohammadullah was trans-
ferred. All the four were serving at
Jalanirhat forest station in Chittagong
(South) region.

Ministry officials said on informa-
tion from an intelligence agency,
Environment and Forest Minister
Tariqul Islam instantly ordered higher
officials of Forest Department to rush
to Jalanirhat and foil a bid to smuggle
wood. The officials along with law
enforcers rushed to the spot and seized
nearly 2,000 sft of wood being smug-
gled outon November 17.

According to preliminary inquiry
and intelligence reports, the four
officials were directly involved in
timbersmuggling.

The minister ordered suspension of

; l.luxm and formed an inquiry
col itee headed by ajoint secretary of

the ministrytoprobe the smugglingbid.

The minister recently requested
intelligence agencies to help track
down corrupt forest officials and took
action against a good number of such
officials.

Moreover, Bangladesh Army has
been asked to help protect forests in
areas where it has cantonments and

ases.
Tariqul said his ministry has
la a massive hunt for cormupt
officials to protect forests and forest
resources. " For this, we are taking help
fromintelligence agenciesand army. *

Dhaka to attend
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principal to the tri-nation pipeline
proposal.

*We have a proposal for a cross-
country pipeline network, which is yet

to be approved by the cabinet commit-
tee. I hope it be okayed soon," he
added.

nmar is keen to sell its gas as it
has discovered huge reserve and is
unable to find domestic market. India,
on the other hand, has been scouting
around the globe for oil and gas
sourcesto meetitssurging demanc.
Bangladesh only can gain from
such a pipeline project by collecting
wheeling charges for gas transmission,
thestate minister pointed out.
A local business outfit, Mohona
Holdings, was first to come up with the
proposal for a tri-nation gas pipeline in

1999, However, it never gained ground
for various reasons,
Meanwhile, India's oil minister told

Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
yesterday in New Delhi that talks on a
proposed gas pipeling from Iran to
India through Pakistan should go
ahead as part of a push for more
regional trade.

"We did repeat what we have said
earlier about using Pakistan as transit
corridor (for sourcing gas from Iran),"
0Oil Minister Mani Shankar Afyar told
reporters, accordingto AFR

Staff asked
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which was dissolved with the forma-
tion of the ACC, maintaining status
quo. 7
Every empl of the Commission
will have to m: wealth statement
of their own and their dependent
detailing all movable and immovable
propertyand bank accounts.

If they provide wrong information
or hide truth, their wealth will be
confiscated and actions will be taken
against them, the notification sa

Commission sources explained
that the Acglh wants to create a;l
impression of having transparency
its own office first before pointing
fin atothers.

while, ACC Chairman Justice.
Sultan Hossain Khan and Member
Maniruddin Ahmed attended their
office at Segunbagicha, the office the
now defunct Bac. They have decided to
sit there although the government has
set up a separate office for the
Commission at Agargaon in the capi-
tal.

The other member M
Maniruzzaman Mia has not yet joined
his office as he is processing his resig-
nation from a private university where
heisservingasthevice-chancellor.

The Commission will have a meet-
ingon Saturday with all its officials and
employees.

NEWS

MPs file motion
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the House of Commons by 10
Conservatives, two Liberal
Democrats as well as nine Welsh or
Scottish nationalists, was aimed
more at embarrassing or humiliat-
ing the prime minister if it goes to a
vote,

The MPs say Blair misled parlia-
ment and the country over the case
for war, destroying "the fundamen-
tal principle of parliamentary
democracy” that the government
must tell the truth to MPs.

The group wants a select com-
mittee to be set up to examine the
prime minister's conductin relation
to the war.

They want it to consider if there
are sufficient grounds to impeach
him on charges of "gross miscon-
duct.”

It says it should consider the
conclusion of the [raq Survey Group
that Saddam Hussein did not have
weapons of mass destruction and

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's
declaration that thewarwasillegal.

The committee should also
consider if there are sufficient
grounds toimpeach Blair on charges
of "gross misconduct in his advo-
cacy of the case for war and in his
conduct of policy in connection
withthatwar",

Adam Price, an MP from the
Welsh nationalist Plaid Cymru party
who started the campaign,
demanded a Hous® of Commons
debate on the prime minister's
conduct.

"We must make a stand or watch
the democracy we have fought so
often for against foreign enemies be
subverted fromwithin," he said.

"The rules of constitutional
conduct have been brushed aside.
The cabinet table has been replaced
with the sofa, cabinet minutes with
e-mail and the facts replaced with
belief," Price said.

Mongla port faces
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Member (Engineering) of MPA,
Ruhul Amin, {8 now chairman in
charge.

Sources said the shipping minis-
try had recommended extension of
the job of MK Alam for another two
years but the Ministry of
Establishment did neither respond
to the suggestion nor appoint a
permanent chairman.

Shipping Secretary Ismail
Zabihullah, however, told The Daily
Star thathe had requested the estab-
lishment secretary to appoint a new
chairman for the port authority. He
hopes the appointment will be
madesoon.

Alter the retirement of Member
(Finance) Mosharraf Hossain, the
charge was given to Capt Azizul
Hasan, member (operations), buthe
was transferred to Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Corporation
asits director (technical),

Now only Member (Engineering)
Ruhul Amin is working while the
other two positions of MPA mem-
bers remain vacant. AbuTayeb, chief
engineer of the mechanical depart-
ment, is now acting as member
(finance).

Sources said there is no suitable
person to take charge of the finance
and audit department or the har-
bour and conservancy department

of the MPA.

The post of vice-chairman of
Mongla Dock Labour Board has also
been lying vacant for more than a
year. Daud Ali, chief of planning
department, is nowlookingafter the
work in addition to his regular
duties. :

Mongla Port, which has been
plagued with various problems
including high goods handling
charges and frequentlabour unrest,
saw a drastic decline in berthing of
oceangoing ships in the last few
years,

On average 300-350 ships anchor
at the port annually, less than half
the number of vessels anchoring at
the portduring 1980s and early 90s.

Now the port jetty often lazes for
weeks together without any ships.
Moreover, labour unrest sometimes
keeps the vessels unloaded for
several days.

The port labourers and steve-
dores have been protesting various
steps taken by the government to
reduce loading and unloading
charges of goods at the port and
improve its efficiency in manage-
mentandoperations.

The shipping secretary said the
government is trying to persuade
businessmen to use the port facili-
ties and increase the berthing of
vessels.

BRI

Submarine cable project
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cable project in 2002 will start send-
ing their voice and data traffic
through the superhighway in
September nextyear,

The SEA-ME-WE4 venture links
14 countries from Singapore to
France via Malaysia, Thailand,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India,
Pakistan, the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria
andTtaly through 16 landing points.

*The consortium will not sit on
its multi-million dollar investment
just because of BI'TB's carelessness
and the remaining 13 countries will
go ahead with the commissioning,”
said a high BTTB official, preferring
anonymity.

Sources blame the BTTB chair-
man as well as the submarine cable
project director for the fiasco, which
the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications is now inwvesti-
gating,

On March 27, the SEA-ME-WE4
consortium jointly awarded $398
million in turnkey contracts to
Alcatel of France and Fujitsu of
Japan to build its 19,360-kilometre
long submarine cable network.
Bangladeshwillbear $34.20 million.

Fujitsu is laying the Bangladesh
segment of 1,262-kilometre subma-
rine cable undemneath the Bay of
Bengal up to Cox's Bazar seashore by
the middle of next month. However,
to use this cable, the BTTB must
develop its land-based infrastruc-
ture.

Until now, the BTTB has not even
engaged a contractor to build its
underground duct from the sea-
shore to Cox's Bazarlanding station,
which prevents Fujitsu from com-
pleting the installation of the
Bangladesh segment of the subma-
rine cablein time.

Similarly, in January next year,
the SEA-ME-WE4 contractor will be
unable to install numbers of critical
equipment at the cable landing
station, as the BTTB has yet to pro-
cure the power and air conditioning
plants along with putting up raised
floorsatits cable landing facility.

A BTTB source, however, said the
cable contractors will return for
belated commissioning but
Bangladesh may have to pay an
additional price for not having been
ready in time. "The trouble is that
the BTTB has no clue to when it will
beready," headded.

BTTB's works are an integral part
ofits Cox's Bazar-Chittagong optical
fibre link project, which authorities
have been delaying to implement.
This link will connect BTTH's net-
work to SEA-ME-WE4 through its
existing Chittagong-Dhaka optical
fibrebackbone.

In another development early
this month, the telecoms ministry
detected gross anomalies in the
Cox's Bazar-Chittagong optical fibre
deal. Having sat on the project bids
for more than eight months, the
BTTB recommended a disqualified
bidder who overcharges Tk 4.20
croreforthe project.

The telecoms ministry on
November 4 rejected BTTB's pro-
posal and sought explanation from
its chairman for such irregularities
that have put the submarine cable

project in jeopardy.

"The file of Cox's Bazar-
Chittagong optical fibre link project
gathered dust on the chairman's
desk for two months (until October).
Now he is pushing the ministry to
approve this deal in favour of a
disqualified bidder with huge
overpayments in the name of expe-
diting the submarine cable project,"
said aministry official, on condition
thathenot be named.

The ministry has found that the
chairman and the project director
concerned along with members of
BTTB's planning and finance wings
have been misleading the govern-
ment in a bid to seal the deal. On
November 4, the ministry asked the
BTTB to revise its dubious purchase
proposal for the optical fibre link
project.

Performance of the submarine
cable project director, meanwhile,
has also come under question.
BTTB's purchase proposal docu-
ments dated October 13 point to his
alleged involvement with the chair-
man in delaying the project imple-
mentation.

The project director did not
inform or alert the ministry at its
regular monthly meetings about the
inevitable delay in completing the
submarine cable project duetonon-
commencement of the land-based
optical fibre laying works.

Sources allege the project direc-
tor never visited the Cox's Bazar
landing station site since com-
mencement of this project,
although he found time to overstay
abroad on the pretext of assisting
the chairman in various meetings of
SEA-ME-WEA.

Neither BTTB Chairman Nurul
Islam nor submarine cable Project
Director Monwar Hossain would
comment on any of the allegations
when queries were faxed to them on
November 10,

The SEA-ME-WEA is the fourth
venture of a multi-country subma-
rine cable consortium connecting
South East Asia, the Middle East and
West Europe. The then BNP govern-
ment had decided a t joining
the venture in the early '90s, which
the ICT industry considers as the
biggestblowtoits

The primary capacity of the
double-paired SEA-ME-WE4 cable
is 160 gigabits per second (Gbps),
which can be expanded up to 1.28
terabits per second. Bangladesh
would initially get 7.57 Gbps of
international bandwidth or about
98,000 circuits out of this deal.

The BTTB so far has paid $2
million to the consortium in two
quarterly instalments, while the
government has borrowed $60
million from the Islamic
Development Bankfor the project. It
isrepayable in nine years through 18
semi-annual instalments with a
one-year grace period at the floating
rate of sic-month LIBOR plus 2.5
percentannual mark-up.

The government's Hard Term
Loan Committee approved the
borrowing on September B. Its
repaymentisdirectly linked with the
commencement of SEA-ME-WE4
submarine cable project.

AL terms
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the three-member ACC to check cor-
ruption, buttheALhasrejected it.

“This anti-graft dv will not be
able to work independently, as the
commission members are loyal to
ruling BNP So, we want to discuss it in
parliament,” AL presidium member
Suranjit Sengupta told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid said his deputies have started
:iuhmjning_lnotim demanding discus-
sion on the ACC adjourning other
businesses of the House,

*The Anti- Corruption Commission
can't take action against any ruling
BNP person, if found guilty, as its

:members are loyal to the party,” he

added.

The ALwill also demand diselosura
of the report of the judicial enquiry
into the August 21 camage thatleft 21
killed and over 200 hurt.

“The government had promised to
take action against the August 21
culprits, but no-one of them was held.
The government is rather trying to blot
out lie issue,” said AL lawmaker Abdur
Razzak.

Baby sold
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After her husband's death, Salma
being unable to feed her daughtersand
live with acute poverty sold her youn-
gest daughter to Abdul Mazed of
Khanpur village in Shyamnagar
upazila for Tk 300, using an affidavit
filed atthe office ofa notary public.

The baby's mother was over-
whelmed and stricken with tears
yesterday when her baby was retumed
to her. Satkhira DC Mohammed Elias,
Assassuni Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Utpal Kumar Das, Additional DC
(General) Humayun Kabir, Mazed and
others were presenton the oceasion.

Mazed said he purchased the baby
because he does not have one of his
own.

The DC said, "The poverty-stricken
widow Salma will get 30 kg of food
grains a month for the next two years as
aVGD cardholder.” He said he provided
herwithTk 2,000 incash, two sarees and
a blanket, and assured her of continued
assistance from Satkhira district
administration.

AL top brass
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November 28 at its central office to
discuss, among other issues, the
humanwall.

An AL Central Working
Committee meeting Tuesday
decided to form separate teams
compdsin'ithe central leaders, who
will visit the districts and upazilas
before the programme. The teams

-will be formed shortly, AL sources

said.
Meantime, the Tuesday's meeting
alsoset party's four-day prograr

to obderve the: 5
Day on December 14 and the Victory
DayonDecember 16.

On the Martyred Intellectuals
Day, the national and party flags will
be hoisted at half-mast at all AL
offices across country.

The AL leaders and workers will

visit the Martyred Intellectuals' |

Memorial in Mirpur to place wreaths
and offer munajat for eternal peace
of the departed souls. They will also
place wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at Bangabandhu Bhaban in
the city and at the Rayer Bazar mau-
soleum.

Leader of the Opposition and AL
chief Sheikh Hasina will meet with
the families of the martyred intellec-
tuals at 3:00pm at her Sudha Sadan
residence.

A discuss will be held in front of
the Bangabandhu Bhaban in the
afternoon and a cultural function
there the next day.

On the Victory Day, the party
leaders and workers will place
wreaths at the national mausoleumn
in Savar and at Bangabandhu's
portrait and the Swadhinata
Sitarnhha atSuhrawardy Udyan in the
city.

Hasinawill meetwith the freedom
fighters and performers and activists
of the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra
at10:00am ather residence.

The AL and its front organisations
will march in colourful procession
from the party's central office on
Bangabandhu Avenue to Russell
Squareat2:30pm. :

The ALwill also hold discussionin
front of the Bangabandhu Bhabanin
DhanmondionDecember17.

Norway envoy
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was taking her morning stroll close to
Kemal Ataturk Avenue in Banani.
The muggers took away her purse but
did notphysically hurther.

"Everythingis fine, lam not physi-
cally hurt,” she said, adding, "Itis just
very, very unfortunate that it hap-
pened.”

A little while later, some youths
held up three staff of the Australian
High Commission near the high
commission in Gulshan while they
were walking their dogs and robbed
them oftheir mobile phones. \

Police sources believe bath inci-
dents were perpetrated by the same
group ofyoung men.

Home Secretary Omar Farooq
called an emergency meeting of the
police top brass at the home minisiry
in the moming immediately after
hearing thenews.

He blasted the police officials for
not ensuring safety of the diplomats
and said it is an ominous sign if
diplomatsand foreigners get mugged
in broad daylight with the Saarc
Summitlooming.

He asked the police high-ups to
see if those were planned attacks to
make Saarc leaders wary of security
since the two crimes were believed to
have been carried out by the same
group.

In the afternoon, the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police commissioner sat
with police officers under Deputy
Commissioner (South) at a meeting
and blasted them for failing to provide
security to the Norwegian envoy and
the Australian High Commissionstaff.

DHAKA THURSDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2004 ]. 1

1 killed after abduction
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wounded one is his cousin Russell,
Nurul's nephew and an honours
student of Barisal BM College.

Police, locals and relatives of the
victims said the abductors came to
the house of Nurul at Olankati vil-
lage under Babuganj upazila near
Barisal Airport riding in two
microbuses and on two motorcycles
atabout 12:30am. Identifying them-
selves as Rab members in plain-
clothes they asked for Bachchu,
Russel, Monir, Mizan and Tarek,
sons and relatives of Nurul, alleging
them to be extortionists.

Witnesses said the gang beat up
Nurul's family members to extract
information about their targets,
caught Bachchu and Russell, and
tookthem away.

The fake Rab-men apparently
tortured the two abducteesbreaking
their hands, legs and other bones,
and then dumped them by a road-
side near the runway of the airport.

Contacting the Rab office in
Barisal the victims' relatives learnt
that the abductors were fake Rab-
men and sought the help of local
police. They found the victims
unconscious and rushed them (o
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College and Hospital.

Bachchu died there at about
9:00am and Russell's condition
remained eritical until filing of this
report yesterday evening.

Nurul and Shamsunnahar, wife
of Bachchu, said the abductors may

have connections with Abdus
Salam, their neighbour, with whom
they have a dispute over ownership
ofsome land and who they alleged is
a leader of a notorious extortionist
gang.

They said a mediation session on
November 19 failed to make the two
sides compromise, rather resulted
ina fightinwhich atleast sixpersons
were injured.

The body of Bachchu was
handed over to relatives yesterday
after autopsy and preparations to
lodge a murder case was going on
when this report was filed.

Charmonai Pir
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programmes without permission.

After his fatwa, the agitated
followers of the Pir chased the pho-
tojournalist Kazi Miraj, who nar-
rowly escaped with the help of the
Pir's sons and Charmonai UP chair-
man.

Later, the Pir gave permission to
take photo of his mahfil and with the
help of his sons, the photojournalist
took a picture at the time of munazat
and returned to Barisal.

Journalists' organisations of
Barisal condemned the fatwa of
Charmonair Pir and his creating
obstacles in performing profes-
sional duty ofjournalists.

New Bangabazar
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Hossain Khoka, who assured them
of compensation once he gets the
list. |

"We are preparing the list under
two categories -- one for the lessees
and the other of the renters of the
shops -- and the list will contain a
precise damage estimate,” said
Chowdhury Alam, president of the
committee.

The fire has burnt all documents
of the committee, said Alam. "So, we
have asked for a list of the shop
lessees from Dhaka City
Corporation and are cross-checking
the documents with the lessees to
prepare thelist,” headded.

The committee started enlisting
the affected traders at four counters
at the market gates at 10:00am
yesterday that continued until
5:00pm. The enlistment will resume
at9:00 this morning, said committee
leaders.

miThE committee: compleced
enllstimg' hulfof its 1,646 lessees arld
their renters yesterday and will
hopefully finish the job in the next
two to three days," said Alam. He
added that 80 percent shops were
rented out to traders, which compli-
cated the task.

The committee has called a
general meeting of the shop owners
for this afternoon at Mahanagar
Natya Mancha at Gulistan to discuss
the rehabilitationissue.
ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY
Several traders yesterday alleged
that the committee members are
taking bribes for putting the affected
traders on the list. They told report-
ers that many traders even do not

knowabouttheenlistment.

"They are charging money from
the lessees and renters for raising
the damage estimate and including
names of BNP leaders and activists
as lessees on the list,” said Abul
Khair, former president of the com-
mittee and a trader.

Shamshul Alam Chinu, vice-
president of the committee and also
president of ruling BNP's ward No.
56 unit, admitted that many traders
are yet to know about the enlist-
ment.

Committee President Alam
refuted the allegations.
TRADERSANGRY
Traders, meanwhile, yesterday
vented their anger at the authorities
for not rehabilitating them immedi-
ately 50 as to help them make up for
the losses before the peak season
ends. 3

"The lessees may survive as most
of them haye shops iny other mar-
kets," said a renter, Majibul, "but
most of us (renters) are suffering
heavilyduetoalackofbusiness."
EVIDENCE GATHERED
The probe committee of the Fire
Service and Civil Defence yesterday
visited the burnt-down market and
gathered evidence to find out what
caused the fire.

The three-member committee is
also recording statements of the
traders and witnesses to learn about
the origin of the fire, which some
traders alleged wasarson.

The committee may submit its
report before the end of its 10-day
deadline on December 2, one of the
members told reporters yesterday.

-

Next hearing
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Saber Hossain Chowdhury, its Editor
Abed Khan and reporter Shamaresh
Baldya are the respondents.

e court had asked the seven
respondents to appear before it for
hearing after Additional HC Judge
Justice Faisal Mahmud Faizee's
father Mohammed Faiz filed the
contempt petition on November 8.

The next day Faiz filed a supple-
mentary petition demanding the
newspapers disclose their sources.
The court yesterday fixed November
28 for hearing on the petition.

Justice Matin, however, warned
the lawyers of the consequences of
contesting the contempt rule issued
on the respondents. "The case is no
longer confined to the contempt
petitioner. The reports led to such a
situation happened never before.
That's why the judges felt aggrieved
and the rule was issued...now we're
the prosecutors,” he told them.

“You are already in the process of
being contemners. Do you want to
contemn further.by contesting the
rule that may increase the punish-
ment?" Matin asked the counsels,

The counsels stood by the reports
published in the two dailies. They
contended that the matter was very
serious in nature since it involved the
image and dignity of the judiciary.
The matter is equally important as it
deal with freedom of the press, which
plays the role of watchdog to safe-

democracy.
gmill.:drn:eds to be seen if the reports
come under the purviewof contempt
of court. It is subject to arguments,
the counselstold court.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud,
counsel for six of the respondents,
sought a date sometime in January
for hearing of the petition but court
told him that the case needed to be
resolved fast since the court itselfis a
partytoit.

The lawyer argued that since the
complainant is the father of a judge
and the case involves a judge and has
to do with the freedom of press, it
should be dealt carefully.

The petitioner's counsel Ajmalul
Hossain pressed for speedy hearing
of the case on the grounds that the
future of Faizee dependsonit.

Ajmalul later told journalists,
"Court has told the respondents that
if they try to justify the charges and
then fail to prove them, it will be
tantamount to greater contempt.”

On behalf of Saber Hossain

Chowdhury, advocate Mahbub-e
Alam urged the court to exempt
Saber from personal court appear-
ance in the future hearings, a plea the
courtrejected,

The other respondents however
did notseeksuch exemption.

Daily Prothom Alo and Bhorer
Kagoj carried reports on October 31
on the 'fake' LLB certificate and
tampering with the marks-sheet The
same tlay Chief Justice Syed IR
Mudassir Husain withdrew Justice
Faizee froman HC bench.

The petitioner's counsel told
reporters yesterday that the chief
justice does not have the authority to
withdraw a judge from a bench. The
president can do it. Faizee is officially
on leave, he said. "He took the leave
because a controversy has been
created.”

Faizee is one of the 19 additional
judges appointed in the HC division
in August last year. The appointment
drew flak from within and outside the
bench and Supreme Court Bar
Association, who maintain that the

appointment was made on political
considerations ignoring efficiency
and personal integrityofthe judges.

Peace
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boundaries was unacceptable.

"He (Aziz) said that India and
Pakistan need to think of out-ef-box
solutions and move away from the
stated positions," Bharat Bhushan,
editor of the Telegraph newspaper,
told AFP . .

"He came across as clever but
positive. [ don't think he budged
from traditional positions. In that
sense we are where we were," he
added. =

)
Arrest of staff
Eﬁnﬂmzx 5 o bicked
not arrest him. We just
him up for inten:&n to veri.g
whether he was involved in the the
as the complainant mentioned no
nameinhis complaint.*
Mobile phone i compa-

nies filed several cases§ for theft of

hone sets worth several crore taka

om the airfreight section in thelast
three months.



