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Arms haulin deep forest

Once égamsexzurebutno arrest

AT it ertainly good news that BDR was able to seize a
: largmeache of arms and ammunition in Naikkhong-
. chhari of Bandarban district on Monday, and kudos
must go 1o the troops of the 40 Naikkhongchhari Battalion
who wereable to accomplish the capture. Indeed, raidsin the
'CHT region have uncovered a significant amount of weap-
“|"onty in the past year and a half, and the rate at which the

caches have been discovered and seized must be considered
' atestamentto theabilityand diligence of those involved.

No one, however, was arrested in connection with the raid,
and it once again remains unclear where the weapons came
from and forwhom they wereintended. BDR sources suggest
that the arms and ammunition were being stored tempo-
rarily in the forest hide-out prior to their being sent out to
different parts of the country: It is also possible that the arms

+| areconnected to the unrest that continuesin the CHT region.
One downside of not apprehending anyone in connection
“with the seizure is that speculation will run rampant.

- But one thing which is clear s that we cannot shut our eyes
to the fact that there are too many unauthorised weapons in
the country. The authorities seem adept enough at finding
arms caches every once in awhile, but not at either preventing
the smuggling in of the weapons in the first place, or of appre-
hending those involved in the clandestine trade.
~ Many questions remain unanswered about this latest

_haul, as is the case with all the major hauls of the last few
years, including the mammoth arms seizure last April in
Chittagong. It has been reported that in the latest case, the
criminals could not be nabbed due to lack of coordination
between the army, BDR, and police, and it seems as though
the first step which needs to be taken might be better coordi-
nation between these entities.

This latest seizure reminds us that we still have not got to
the bottom of the April arms haul and that when weapons are
seized like this, inyariably no one is held accountable. We
hope that this latest incident impresses on the authorities
the urgent need to redouble their efforts to apprehend those
who are behind the arms trade and those who are the recipi-
ents of the arms. This is a serious problem which cannot be
sweptunder the carpet.

'Amrao Pari' gives us a
leap of the mind

Hats offto theyoung filmmakers

1 MRAO Pari', a documentary film created by some
Bangladeshi teenagers, has done us proud by win-
ning the 32nd Emmy Awards given jointly by the

International Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and

4the UNIGEE The award giving ceremony in New York was

¢1-‘l indeed# it shiningmomentfornotonly the' cabtand eﬂ'ew
“of the film, but also for all film lovers and connoisseurs. it is no
mean achievement that the documentary was adjudged the
very best among 100 films from 30 countries. The laurel is a
true recognition of the ability of the new generation of film-

- makers, who have already produced many good films. The

filmslike 'MatirMoina' or 'Chaka’ are good examples ofimag-
ination, artistry, and technical perfection.

‘Amrao Pari' is the story of alittle boyresponding with great
alaerity and presence of mind to an impending disaster. The
train, as it were, is a symbol of humans travelling towards an
uncertain future, where misfortune lies in wait and the little
boy is the saviour. A child, usually looked upon as having no

role in shaping the destiny of mankind, demonstrates that he

is fully capable of handling a critical situation. Fellow feelingis
the overriding factor that prompts thelad to react with extraor-
dinary courage, nobility of purpose and sense of responsibil-
ity This is an episode which will have universal appeal, partic-

pilasly because it happened in a Third World country with a

- nondescriptboyasits prime figure.

~ The documentary should be a source of inspiration to all

and sundry. It is a silver lining in the cloud of our precarious
existence. It has brightened the image of a country about
which good things are rarely said.

The documentary has a message for the pessimists
amongus. Despite all thatwe are passing through, including
the moral decay, there is still hope kept alive by the youths
ready to serve humanity with a sense of commitment. The
slogan 'We shall overcome' will really be translated into real-

 ityifwe succeed in creating conditions in which the children

and youths can bring their potential into full play. The mak-
ers of "Amrao Pari' deserve a specjal round of applause for
| givingusamoment ofrare glory.
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Winds of change or a false dawn over Kashmir?

- ndc, psc (Retd)

HE comments appearing in

The Daily Star on November

19 regarding the "winds of
change" over Kashmircouldn't have
been more relevant. Sages counsel
against too much optimism on
issues related to India and Pakistan,
and the cautionary note, expressed
therein, of over-optimism was very
appropriate also, Asit is, predictions
on strategic issues are more likely to
prove wrong, more so when it has to
do with the two countries with the
longest running hostility since the
SecondWorldWar.

President Musharraf had dis-
played a great deal of courage and
indeed put his own future at risk
when he deviated from the long
standing Pakistan position on Kash-
mir by propounding what has come
to be known as the "Musharraf
formula.” Consequently, he evoked
criticism at home for his stance and
all manners of motivations were
attributed to his new position on
Kashmir.

The Pakistan president has pro-
posed a three-stage formula to bring
about a "change of status”" for Kash-
mir. He also said Pakistan would
consider dropping its demand for a
UN plebiscite on the region's future.
“Change in status could be inde-

Time to stand on principle

pendent status, condominium,
which includes joint control, it can
be UN mandate also," he said. "I
strongly believe there are options
and there is a solution. For the first
time we see light at the end of the
tunnel.”

To international observers it
seemed that the Pakistan president
had stolen the thunder, for he had
broached solutions to the longest
running international dispute that
has the prospect of Pakistan losing
on tactical and strategic grounds ifit
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No doubt there are new signals on Kashmir. The positive ;ndications emanating from both sides must be exploited.

exhausted capability? Has the mili-
tary establishment come to realise,
at long last, that in accommaodation
rather than confrontation lies the
solution to the Kashmir problem?
Or is it because Pakistan is com-

ing under increasing pressure from

the United States to disassociate
from the current insurgent activity
in Jammu and Kashmir that is pri-
marily waged from the territory of
Pakistan held Kashmir?

Or is it, as some critics aver, only
to divert attention from internal

formulations deserve a secondlook.

In fact, one was heartened by the
fact that even the guarded initial
response to the proposal that ema-
nated from the Indian official chan-
nel gave one the impression that
India was not about to discard the
latest Pakistaniidea outofhand. The

Indian State Minister for Home

Affairs (J&K Affairs) expressed

- India's readiness to discuss the

formula if formally presented,
although asserting at the same time

l{[nd.in's preference for the LoC for-

was concerned, Pakistan stood atits
original position of the UN resolu-
tions passed in 1948, unless India
showed some flexibility and moved
forward fromits present stance, And
atthe time of going to press nothing
more than the restatement of both
sides of their commitment to dia-
logue over the troubled region of
Kashmir has become known. But
reports prior to the arrival of the
Pakistani Prime Minister from India
had suggested that the Musharraf
proposal was likely to be shot down

This is only possible through boldness and statesmanship on the part of the leadership of both the countries. Any
solution of Kashmir dispute would require purging the long-held positions of the parties. Fixation to old position
will continue to hurt more than help the peoples of the two countries. We would like to believe that it is the winds of
change rather than false dawn that will suffuse the skies over Kashmir.

were to be accepted by India.
Although his position on plebi-

scite in Kashmir is not new, Presi-

dent Musharraf's remarks that the

disputed territory might become

independent, be subject to an
Indian/Pakistani condominium, or
be placed under a United Nations
mandate, had caught [ndia off
guard, forawhileatleast.

The point that catches the imagi-
nation of observers in the new
Musharraf formulation is the sug-
gestion that seeks to accord full
independence to Kashmir,

What then is President
Musharraf's main motivation in
propounding the new formula, if
any?

Is it fatigue that is sapping the
potential of Pakistan, and any fur-
ther continuation of the status quo,
i.e. providing "moral” supportto the
Kashmiri Mujahedeens might eat
further into Pakistan's already

A response to Mr. Kibria

S M ABDUR RAHMAN

R. Shah AMS Kibria
; seems to have stretched
¥ & his power of argument a

bit too much as he tried to make the
case for reforming the caretaker
government law in an article pub-
lished in The Daily Star on Novem-
ber 23. Mr. Kibria is seeking redress
of a problem the creation of which
heand his partyhad alotto dowith.

The efficacy of the caretaker
government came under strident
criticism of the Awami League very
soon after its dismal show in the last
general election. Of late the matter
has been whipped up again by the
Awami League and like-minded
parties, particularly after another
political blunder, that of the April 30
deadline that turned out to be near
farce.

No system is entirely foolproof
and beyond manipulation by
those with ill motives and bent
upon doing so0. The system of
caretaker government is unique in
that nowhere in a democratic
dispensation does the system
repose the task of conducting a
democratic election on an
unelected grdup or individual.
This initself is a slur on our polity
and political system, on our credi-
bility as a democratic nation, and
it has exposed the inability of the
incumbent to hold elections that
will appear to be free and fair to
other parties. And the whole sys-
tem evolved only because the

Awami League did not trust the
BNP, the incumbent party, to
conduct a fair and free election in
lggﬁ- bt s & b Lk

. Mr. Kibria writes: "However, in
enacting the law on the subject,
she (Begum Zia) did not consult
the Awami League. In fact, as far
as I can recall, she passed the law
in the Parliament hurriedly with-
out any prior discussion or con-
sultation with political parties,

political developments in Pakistan
that are unfavourable to Musharraf,
and to keep the anti-Musharraf
elements occupied with an emo-
tional issue, which Kashmir is?

Or i5 it a ploy, as some in India
contend, of President Musharraf,
that "having failed to stake a claim
on the state of the J&K, he has now
made a direct claim over areas of the
state that are legally and constitu-

tionallyan integral part ofthe Indian

Union."

Or perhaps the Pakistan presi-
dent is moulding public opinion at
home to new and changed circum-
stances that demand a shift from
their long-standing position on
Kashmir? ,

Whatever be his compulsions,
President Musharraf has put his
presidency and indeed his future on
the line. He is either very brave or
very imprudent, but, whatever be
the disposition of his personality, his

election in June 1996. The flaws in
the law and loopholes were detected
evenatthattime,"

This is what begs the question. If
L Ihef flaws were deteeted at that time,
muy[ “ask who was in power follow-
ing the 1996 elections? Pray tell us
Mr. Kibria why did your party not
take any measure to rectify the
mistakes that you were prudent
enough to identify but did not do
anything about. Wasitdiffidence or
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mula. Salman Khursheed, a general-
secretary of India's governing Con-
gress Party, went even further by
suggesting that there was a need for
India and Pakistan to start talkingon
Kashmir and Musharraf had given
some "very positiveindications."

Even more heartening was the
Indian plan to withdraw troops from
Jammu and Kashmir. Although it
would be naive to think that the
withdrawal is a consequence of
Pakistan's demand for demilitarisa-
tion of the area, the announcements
and the timing of the withdrawal
indicated an attitudinal change on
the part of the Indian government
towards any Pakistani proposal on
Kashmir.

However, in his remarks at the
inaugural session of the 4th SAFMA
(South Asian Free Media Associa-
tion) Conference on Media and
Reconciliation, President Musharraf
said that as far as the Kashmir issue
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that Justice Latifur Rahman was

chosen to head the caretaker gov-

ernment during the Awami League's

term in power. It seems that any-
! thing that is not to Awami League’s
liking is branded as being ulterior
maotivated or to a "particular party's
interests."

This is exactly where his argu-
ment of a pool of individuals
wherefrom one would be chosen to
head the interim arrangement falls
-

formally during the meeting of the
two Prime Ministers on November, if
presented formally to [ndia.

What then is the future
dénouement of Kashmir?

During his recent visit to the
valley, the Indian prime minister
had said that the government of
India would not allow any partition
withinits territory.

According to Arun Rajnath of the
South Asia Tribune, India is seri-
ously considering proposing to
Pakistan to accept the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Kashmir as the interna-
tional border. Under this proposal
some areas of the Western Indian
border region could be conceded to
Pakistan, especially the areas a
substantial portion of which are
already under Pakistani control.
Such areas fall under Rajauri,
Chamb Juriyan, Swarankot, Mandji,
Kupwara, and Uri sectors. Further-
more: "Indian officials are preparing

a blueprintin this regard for serious
discussions with Pakistan as part of
the composite dialogue which is
underway between the two coun-
tries.”

The opposition in India and the
hawks in the Congress party are
loathe to entertain any suggestion
that seeks to "redraw" the map of
Jammu and Kashmir. Some in India
also take recourse to the resolution
passed in the Indian Parliament on
Kashmir, according towhich the J&K
is the atoot ang (integral part) of
India, in rejecting the Musharraf
formula.

The Indian preference of the LoC
as the permanent border does not
find favour with Pakistan; atleast that
is the official position in Pakistan.
However, there are mixed responses
to the LoC formula among the vari-
ous Kashmiri factions.

Shift in Pakistan position is
noticeable. And by India's own
admission there has been a reduc-
tion in separatists’ activities in the
valley. No doubt there are new
signals on Kashmir. The positive
indications emanating from both
sides must be exploited. This is
only possible through boldness
and statesmanship on the part of
the leadership of both the coun-
tries.

Any solution of Kashmir dispute
would require purging thelong-held
positions of the parties, Fixation (o
old position will continue to hurt
more than help the peoples of the
two countries,

We would like to believe that it is
thewinds of change rather than false
dawn that will suffuse the skies over
Kashmir.

Tha author s Edilor, Defenca and Sirateqgic Affalrs,
The Dally Star.
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between "both sides” has merits,
but [ cannot but take issue with him
when he assumes in his "both sides”
that there arean lie‘;inthe
countryth f en cogni-
sance of." Hc al there are
other parties th:lt havenotchedup a
significant number of seats in the
parliament.

One cannot argue with the sug-
gestions that there are loopholes in
the current legislation that can be

It would be wise for the political parties to address the Iaanae and rectify them, not with any parochial motives, but
to make the system foolproof and effective. On that count one does not understand the reluctance of the BNP to
discuss the issue with other political parties. As for the Awami League, it would do well for it to prepare for the next
elections instead of ¢rying hoarse on issues which appear to most as being motivated by petty parochial interests.

lawyers or members of the civil
society."

I am not aware of any instance of
the Awami League exchanging ideas
with the BNP or civil society on a
new legislation while it in
power. As for givingthe BNP a free go
at that time, much ofthe blame must
lie at the door of the Awami League.
That it did not participate in the
February 1996 elections proyided
the BNP with the opportunity to
indulge in shenanigans related to
the enactment of the caretaker
government law,

Mr. Kibria writes: "As a result,
although the main concept of a
caretaker government was accep-
ted, the law remained defective and
incomplete. The first caretaker
government was established for the
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sheer opportunism that made you
turn a blind eye to the system that
was, according to your definition,
full of loopholes? Was it that the
Awami League had won the election
and thought that it would win the
future onesalso?

The call for reforming the care-
taker government law, coming as it
does, in the wake of the Awami
League's electoral debacle of 2001,
gives one the impression of the
AwamiLeague beinga bad loser. For
it, no system is good enough unless
it is one that can ensure the party's
victoryin the election.

Mr. Kibria has excoriated the
chief of the last caretaker govern-
ment Mr. Latifur Rahman for serv-
ing, according to him, a "particular
party's interests.” Let us not forget

EDITOR 10O

flat. What if that particular person
doesnot do AwamiLeague'sbidding
after being selected on the basis of
consensus? Would he then be
termed a "traitor” quite like the
appellation that Justice Latifur
Rahman was invested with by the
Awami League leadership after the
2000 election, or would the Awami
League again suggest new reforms
s to the laws? How can one be sure
that the individual so selected
would not be biased to one or the
other party? How can one truly, as
Mr. Kibria wants to, "reassure the
political parties that the chief
advisor and his colleagues are truly
neutral?”
Mr. Kibria's suggestion that the
head of the caretaker governmentbe
gelected on the basis of discussions

TH

woven into a net. The division of
power in particular was done with
motives that cannot be termed as
entirely virtuous. But such loop-
holes had existed while the Awami
League was in power. Granted thatit
did not have the required majorityin
the parliament to effect changes in
the laws, but it did not exhibit its
honest intention either by even
broaching the subject of change in
the said legislation.

The BNP on its part has given
enough grounds to question its
intentions insofar as the selection
of the next head of the caretaker
government is concerned. There is
no harm in increasing the age limit
of judges of the Supreme Court, but
the criticism of the Awami League

as to the timing and motivation of
the new age limit cannot be ruled
out.

[ am ger (- BNP is .1I1
aware “I &%phcles in the
current law related to the caretaker
government.And one cannotputit
past the BNE or for that matter any
political party in Bangladesh, not
to exploit the loopholes to its
advantage.

It would be wise for the political
parties to address the lacunae and
rectify them, not with any paro-
chial motives, but to make the
system foolproof and effective. On
that count one does not under-
stand the reluctance of the BNP to
discuss the issue with other politi-
cal parties.

Itis high time the political parties
worked on principles, something
that is missing from their lexicon,
rather than on petty party interest
and blatantexpediency.

As for the Awami League, it would
do well for it to prepare for the next
electionsinstead of cryinghoarse on
issues which appear to most as
being motivated by petty parochial
interests.

5 M Abdur Rahman js a researcher.

‘ The Daily Star invites its

readers to write in and share
| their views on this vital
| nationalissue.
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Power and telecom

BTTB, in an unholy policy; monopo-
lised the high demand line telephone
and deliberately kept supply
low demand. Result, the open
market mobile cell telboomed to 2m
growth in a couple of years, Now that
the fixed line tel sys has been made
opentoprivate sector, thenewspapers
are full of advertisements from new
companies to recruit new execs and
staff. BTRC has to keep a close watch
on this coming boom and be strict
withregsforpublicconvenience,
¢ We went gaga on natural gas dis-
coveries and forgot about using huge
coal reserves for two decades,
haunted by the false Greenhouse
theoriesimposed by the industrialised
countries on the DCs. We still do not
have gas pipe network in the North,
and foreign investment response is
poor due to amateurish long term
policies. NowTata is opening our eyes
for doing BIG business! Soon the dole
queuewill be seen as witmessed in the
recentmobile telemela.
AA '
Dhaka 'é-,

Bacteria resistant to
antibiotics!

The World Health Organization
(WHO) and US medical experts
recently warned that the increasing
ability of bacteria to resist antibiot-
ics threatens the existing arsenal of
drugs against dangerous infectious
diseases. The experts attending the
Inter-science Conference on Anti-
microbial Agents and Chemother-
apy (ICAAC) called for an urgent and
coordinated world-wide response to
the potential crisis.

In our country, it has also been
seen that many antibiotics are
getting inactive or less active against
certain typesof bacteria.

In this situation, a coordinated
action-research programme should
be undertaken to get the world free
of the risk of facing a return to the
age when there was no reliable drug
for treating infectious diseases.

In my opinion, the rich countries of
the world including the United
States should sanction special funds
for conducting a coordinated
research on antibiotics and to

develop their newgenerations.

Prof. M. Zahidul Haque

Chairman

Dept. of Language

Shere-e-Bangla Agricultural Univer-
sity

Exchanging SMS
Short massage s an excellent ser-
vice, forthe educated peopleaswell
as for the students, SMScan playan
importrole by sending sensitive and
emergency news and information.
Besides, sending any short docu-
ment and note, massage on any
oceasion, instruction, address,
phane, mobile and any number is
more convenient through SMS.
Nevertheless, in our country SMS
is not going from one network ser-
vice provider to another. The cell
phone providers should thinkabout
creating this possibility.
TariqShahriar
Chittagong

RAB operations
Much has been written about the
RAB for it# formation, implementa-

tion and ultimate results in the
Letters to the Editor column.
Some have denounced the idea,
whereas the majority of people
have acelaimed its formation and
activities for the improvement of
law and order situation in the
country.

As a peace loving citizen, after
watching the law and order situa-
tion prevailing in the country, [ am
of the opinion that the govern-
ment has taken the right decision .
Incidence of crime came down
significantly . during the Durga
Puja, Ramadan and Dipawali.

I congratulate the government
for the introduction of the RAB and
hail the opposition parties for not
seriously opposing the move.

But unfortunately some vested
quarters, instead of appreciating
the noble intention and right
actions of the RAB, are using
different tactics to undermine its
activities. People should think
more about the positive sides of
RAB operations.

Sami Ahmed, Patuatully, Dhaka

Debased political

culture

Who says one has to go the filthy
rich industrialised countries in the
West to witness topless shows
openly (no prosecution). There are
many such shows in Dhaka,
offered free of charge to the
masses with light pockets.

One top example: our politics is
topless! No need to define 'top-
less'. The brains of most of the top
leaders have been hijacked or
abducted by ... (you know by
whom). Our country is like a bot-
tomless basket. What remains of
whatever is left? Monga skeletons,
and halfelad beggars!

It means lack of public institu-
tions for regulatory outputs. Ban-
gladesh is lacking the meat for
sustenance (good governance),
But there are too many cannibals
around craving for any type of
meaty morsels.

The rules and rags are for the
weak and the meek and those who
obey the laws of the country. Those
who are visible are detained and

harassed, not the hidden godfa-
thers; because the political parties
would be weakened. The party is
greater and more important than
the country or nation, and cha-
risma has became a political cult.
There is an evil pattern in debased
political cultures globally (even
the superpower cannot be
excluded).

The voting machine has
become agamblingoutlet asin Las
Vegas. Imagine billiard lounges in
air-conditioned shopping com-
plexes, and the standard of our
cricket in the field of reality. The
politicians cannot handle the cue,
and the political googlies have arm
actions which are suspect. When a
political worker (as a contractor

for some official project) has to_

manhandle the offer who is to
approve and pass the bill (DS
report Nov 10), there is no point in
having a'civil' service!

There is an alternative to being
topless open your heart and be
genuine in your concern for the
people (men only) Sacrifice 2 part
of the black wealth for political

'kurbani’ (not for buying a saree
worth taka oneand ahalflakh).
AZ, Dhaka

Biman still limping

When we talk about competition,
it is imperative to think of better
service at a better price. The one
who can provide this eventually
survives and overcomes the hostil-
ity of competition. Better price
does not necessarily mean cheap
price. The price should be worth
the services or products being
provided. Competition always
benefits the customers. It does not
only give them bigger arrays of
choice but also they are being
supplied or educated with the
information about the facilities
they may get from what they
spend. This makes the customers
more demanding and difficult to
attract, The airline industry is not
an exception. Over the last decade,
airlines have gone through tough
competition and many big airlines
where forced to shut down. To beat
the heat of competition many

airlines formed alliances and
enhanced the quality of their
services tremendously.

Biman neither formed any
alliances nor improved their ser-
vices; rather they have substan-
tially reduced their quality and
facility to provide cheap fare to
face the competition. It has chosen
anold age method, totallyignoring
the trend and demand of interna-
tional travellers. It seems that the
basis of their policy was fully based
on carrying workers in and out of
the country. And by doing so it
became a substandard airline at
the expense of poor tax payers.

As a national carrier carrying
passengers or making money
should not be its sole objective. It
is a symbol of national prestige.
Wherever it goes it carries the flag
of Bangladesh. Its policies and
decisions should be made keeping
in mind the national issue. |
believe so far Biman has created a
very negative image of Bangladesh
whereverit has flown.

Syyed Fyyaz Husyn
Mohammadpur, Dhaka
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