tough battle

37 f:andidates_ running for 24 posts
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The coming election of Chittagong
ChamberofCommerce and Industry
(CCCI), the apex trade body of the
port city, is likely to witness a tough
contestas 37 candidates are running
for24 posts ofitsdirectors.

The directors: will be elected
under four separate categories --
ordinary group, associate group,
town association group and trade
association group.

About 5000 voters are expected
to cast their votes in the election
scheduled forDecember14.

' The 24 newly elected directors
will then choose their new: presi-
dent, seniorvice presidentand vice
president as per the rules of the
CCCI, sources said.

Election fever has already
gripped the business commuinity

amid' heightened 'chamber poli-
tics' while the candidates began
theircampaign towoo the voters.

The contenders have started'

making personal contacts,
holding group meetings andlobby-
ing to secure support from the
business community, sources said,

Among the candidates running
for the posts are incumbent CCCI
President Amir Humayun
Mahmud Chowdhury, former
president Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury Zaved, two former vice
presidents of BGMEA Mahbub Ali
and SM Nurul Hug, Senior Vice
President of CCCI Ershad Ullah
and formervice president MALatif.

Sources said some former lead-

ers of CCCI are reportedly trying to
form a group to win the election as
a majority with a view to take the
helm of leadership in the trade

body by choosing their own presi-
dent while the incumbent presi-
dentof CCCl is also trying hard to
stage his comeback.

Atotal of 19 candidates are vying
for the posts of 12 directors in the
ordinary group and' 10 candidates
for six posts in the associate group,
The town association and trade
association groups have three posts
each and the number of contenders
isfourfrom each grotip. :

Candidates for the ordinary
group are Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury Zaved, Abu Haider
Chowdhury Amjad, Aftab Rahim
Chowdhury, Nurun Newaj Selim,
Ashik Bhuiyan, Ershad Ullah,

Hasanuzzaman Chowdhury,

Kamal Mostafa Chowdhury, MA
Bakkar, Abdul Malek, Anwar
Shawkat Afsar, Emdadul Hogque
Chowdhury, Imran Ali Bhuiyan, Md

CCCI polis to see

Mohsin, Amirul Hoque, Panaullah

Ahmad, SM Nuruddin and
ShahabuddinAhmad.

In the associate group, the con-
testants are SM Nurul Hagque,
Monzurul' Amin Chowdhury,
Mahbubul Alam Talukder,
Mahfuzul HugShah, Zahirul Islam
Chowdhury, Alamgir, Shahedul
Islam Kaderi, Nasir Uddin
Chowdhury, SM Masum, Sarwar
Alamgirand NazrulIslam.,

Afsar Ahmad Chowdhury,
Mahbub Ali, Syed Ahsanul Hug and

‘Dr Moinul Islam' Mahmud are

contesting the election from the
town association group and Amir
Humayun Mahmud Chowdhury,
MA Latif, Syed Jamal Ahmad and
Rafiqur Rahman from the trade
association group.

The CCClleaders-are elected for
atermoftwoyears. |
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The much-awaited amusement park and valley around the picturesque
Foy's Lake, a project of Concord Amusement World, was formally inau-
gurated on November 18, providing unique facilities for recreatmn for
the people of the bustling port city.

CMC Sandhani - a life-saviyng symbol for the poor

Sandhani, a vnluntary organisa-
tion of medical students, is well
known for providing poor and
distressed pati%nts with life-
saving blood and brining eyesight
tf.ﬂ.h %:;lmd mﬂJgJ..ounEy?y e
The organisation that started
its journey with 25 young medical
students and ‘a professor through
donating bloodto the Blood Bank
of Dhaka Medical College (DMC)
on November 2 in 1978 is now
carrying out its life-saving activi-
ties with the help of its' several
thousand dedicated members of
“its 15 units at medical and dental
colleges.
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Established in 1982, the
Sandhani unit at Chittagong
Medical College (CMC) made
sigmificant contribution' in col-
lectingblood and comea.

Runbya 23-member executive
committee, it collected the high-
est number of 6160 bags of blood
in' 2002-2003 while DMC
Sandhani collected the second
highest number of bags, sources
said.

Till' May 31 this year, the
Chittagong unit collected 3515
blood of bags which is also the
highest number according to the
half-yearly estimate, said its
leaders.

Blood are collected ‘only from

the volunteers, including 98

regulardonors and over300 mem-

bers of the unit, said CMC unit
General Secretary Juli
Chowdhury.

The annual demand for blood
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percent is supplied by profes-
sional donors while 15 percent by
the relatives and 12 percentby the
volunteers, said the Sandhasti
leaders quoting the report of a
survey conducted in2000.

The annual demand for blood
transfusion’ in Chittagong divi-
sion was estimated to be 1,00,000
units and the Sandhani supplies
over 20 percent of the demand,
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According to an unofficial

‘estimate, the demand for blood

transfusion in the country stoad

at around 3.50 lakh bags in 2003-

2004 while the organisation col-

Jlested 43,580, Vs, frough it
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However, the figure of total
demand would be much higher if
the data on blood transfusions,
taking place at the district and
uparila hospitals,  can be col-
lected properly.

But many hospital and clinics,
even in the city, show reluctance
to provide the data, said CMC
Sandhani Organising Secretary
Nirmal Kumar Bishwas.
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If a proper study is conducted
under the Blood Transfusion Act,
expected to be introduced by next
year, the annual demand could go
up to fivelakhbags, he added.

Talking to The Daily Star, the

. members regretted that the bulk
““of blood stupply come from pro-

fessional donors, wha are mostly
addicted and involved in various
anti-social activities. Their blood
also carries deadly germs, they
added.

They also called for increasing

_voluntary blood donation and

raising awareness among young
people on blood transfused dis-
eases.

They said Sandhani gets all
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collected blood screened and it
was trying to include Aids test in
its screening system.

But the Elisa (Enzyme Link
Immuno Solvang Assay) Reader
machine needed for AIDS test

 would cost around Tk 4 lakh,

" which the CMC"Sandhahi ‘coilld

not afford at this moment due to
lackoffinancial support.

However, they said, a company
has assured them of donating the
machine,

The CMC unit leaders regret-
ted that although they provide
blood free of cost, the poor
patients had to pay the price of
the bags (empty) only.

They said that DMC Sandham
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under an arrangement get 100
bags (empty) from the DMC
Blood Bank every month. But
there is no such arrangement
between the CMC Sandhani and
CMC Blood Bank for the bags,
which the poor patients are
expected to be provited with free
of cost, theyadded.

Apart from blood collection,
CMC Sandhani also made
remarkable achievement in col-
lecting cornea.

Sandhani, with the help of its
sister organisation Sandhani
National Eye-donation Society
(SNES), encouraged 32,894 peo-
ple to commit to posthumous eye
donation.
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The former members of
Sandhani formed the SNES on
November 25, 1984 to collect and
help transplantation of cornea in
a noble venture to restore eye-
sighttotheblind.

Sources said Sandham.

 topéthéy ‘Wirli' SNES, ‘has so" '

collected 52 corneas from post-
humous donors while 1369 from
unidentified bodies and helped
bring back the vision of 1,302
people.

Regarding the collecf:lon of
cormea, the CMC Sandhani had a
greater success as it alone col-
lected 39, out of the 52 comeas,
Press and Publication Secretary
MashiurRahmansaid. y




