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A MUSICAL EVENING

. Building cultural links

ABSAR AHMED

MINENT singers and
dancers of Bangladesh and
India came together for an
enjoyable evening at the Indian
Cultural Centre on November 22.
The occasion: the celebration of
the founding anniversary of the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations and commemoration of
the birth anniversary of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, the great scholar,
architect of freedom and India's
first Ministerof Education
Veena Sikr, High Commissioner
of India and eminent litterateur Dr

the programme. The speakers
focused on Maulana Azad's signifi-
cant political career, secularism
and dedicationto achieve freedom
from the then British rulers. The
speakers also stated that the educa-
tional ties between India and
Bangladesh were rooted in pro-
moting academic excellence as
well as strengthening the bilateral
friendlyrelations.

A colourful cultural programme,
divided into two parts, followed
next. The first part was performed
by the ABSI members. Munmun
Ahmed and Tabassum Ahmed--the
dancing sisters' duo--performed a

National film awards for
2002 and 2003 declared
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The National Film Awards for 'thc
years 2002 and 2003 have bcen
declared recently. A 12-member jury
board headed by Sadeq Khan, Chair-
man of Board' of Dircctors, Press
Institute of Bangladesh, suggested 17
names for awards of 2002 and 15
names forawards of 2003.

Helal Khan's much talked about
historical film Hason Raja has been
named the best film of 2002. Kazi
Marufwas adjudged the bestactor of
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Association of Bangladeshis Who
Studied in India (ABSD and Dr

Bannya, who has earned repute in
Rabindra Sangeet, delighted the

Rezwana Chowdhury Bannya rendering songs of Rabindranath Tagore
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Kalavati Devi (M) performing the Mridanga badan

Sujit Mustafa's rendition of Mor
priya hobéy esho rani--a popular
Nazrul song and Barey Gholam
Ali's thumn Barsan lagi sawan
bundiacaptivatedthe audience.

Next was Lily Islam's presenta-
tion of Tagore's songs. Sajani
sajani radhika and especially Jodi
tor daak shuney kew naa ashey had
the audience in a nostalgic mood.
Saacdi Muhammad, as usual with
his deep baritone voice, delighted
the audience with Ami chinigo
chini tomarey ogo bideshini and
yesteryear's Bangla-song Ei raal
tomaramar.

After the rendition of songs, the
audience saw the graceful move-
ments of Manipuri dancers from
India and Bangladesh. Kalavati

Tamanna Rahman, along with
other Manipuri dancers enter-
tained the audience with different
compositions like Mangalacharan,
Miridu uddhata nrittya, Mridanga
badan, Bajikar khel. Tamanna's
Mridu uddhata nritya and
Sharmila's Telena prabandha, a
composition in Lashya angik
merits extramention.

The elegant performance of
Kalavati Devi, with mandiraduring
the Mridanga badan composition,
was an example of her credentials
in this genre of dance. Kalavati
Devi, the director of dance, was
accompanied by  Gunneshwari
Devi and Tombashi' on the
mridanga(drum).

Panchoshor: A touch of the mystic

NOVERA DEEPITA

Cuiltural organisation Panchoshor
has acquired acclaim for regularly
organising musical programmes.
In continuation of this trend, the
group staged yet another success-
ful performance titled 'Influence of
Mysticism in Bangla Poetry and
Songs'. In collaboration with the
Goethe Institut, the programme
took place at the institute's audito-
rium Sundaylast.

Unlike other previous ocea-
sions, Panchoshor's endeavour
was marked by an informative
discussion on the topic. Veteran
journalist KG Muslala presented

‘the keynote paper claborating on

the history of mysticism that has
strongly influenced Bangla litera-
ture,

The root of the word "mysticism'
lies in the word 'myein', which
means 'to close eyes'. The Bangla
word of mysticism is 'moromibad’
which means transcendentalism.
'Transcendentalism is an' esoteric
knowledge (Truth) that means the
perceptible knowledge and realisa-
tion of the creator. The ultimate

[?' said Mustafa in his paper. Asking
‘who am [?' the devotees of all
religions of the world have gone
deep into the matter only to find
thatonly the Creator is All, while 'T'
is the pleasant manifestation of
'Him".

The earliest specimen of Bangla
literature of olden days is

Charyapada, a thousand-year- old
'Buddhagaan and doha' (Buddhist
songs and couplets). Esoteric
practice and mystic philosophy. of
Buddhism have found expression
in themwith the help of metaphors

Bangla musical genres like Aul,
Baul, Marfati and Murshidi are
heavily influgnced by the mystic
philosophy found in the
Charyapadas. Besides, Vaishnava
Padabalis--songs and verses prais-

Artistes of Panchoshor performing at the programme

of the theological spiritualism of
the protagonists. The philosophy of
Buddhism has been enriched in
them. Upon first hearing the lan-
guage of the Charyapada, one
understands its meaning in one
superficial way. But when reflected
upon, another esoteric meaning
revealsitself.

Michael Madhusudan Dutta,
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul
Islam and Jasimuddin were
immensely influenced by mysti-
cism, Sufism and Baul doctrines.

The second part of the,
programime, was an enchanting
musical recital by the artistes of
Panchoshor. The rendition of songs

and poems was chronological with
the history of the different philo-
sophical theories. Having started
with the earliest specimens of
Bangla literature, Charyapada, the
recital carried through the cre-
ations of Jasimuddin. Shimul
Mustafa recited a small piece from
Charyapada--Ali and Kali a But
Rundela. Although the language
wascomplex, therendition

was appealing.

Shumon Chowdhury rendered
spiritual songs of Chandidas,
Ramprasad, Rabindranath Tagore
and Kazi Nazrul 1slam. His mature
presentation enthralled the audi-
ence. Nurshida Pathan presented
different poems of Bidyapati,
Tagore and Jibanananda Das.
Musical accompaniments, domi-
nated by flute in the background,
were melodious and appropriate
with therecitation.

The entire programme was well
organised. The chronology of songs
was carefully maintained with a
blend of different songs from
different genres representing the
same universal massage: a call for
humanity and' the expression of

Majumndar offered some popular
and widely rendered songs like
Khancharbhitorachinpakhiand Je
chhilo amar shaponocharini.
Promising singers like Mamun
Zahid Khan, Farhana Akhtar,
Nasmia Shahin and Jannat-e-
Ferdousy also delighted the audi-
ence.

The other winners of the year are;
Babita for supporting role in Hason
Raja; Sujeyo Shyam for best music
(Hason Raja), Helal Khan for villain-
ous role in Juari, Tareq Masud for
best script (Matir Moyna), Alauddin
Aliforbest tunes (Lal Daria).
Recently deceased Wasimul Bari

as the best fim of 2002

Rajib was named winner of the best
supporting. actor (2003) along with
Sohel Rana for the film Shahoshi
Manush Chai. Giasuddin Selim won
the award for best story of 2003 for
Adhiar. Bashir Ahmed (Kokhono
Megl Kokhono' Brisht) and Baby

Naznin (Shahoshi Manush Char)
werenamed best vocals 0f2003.

Veteran lyricist Gazi Mazharul
Anowarwon thetitle ofbestlyricistof
both the years for films Lal Doria
(2002) and Kokhono Megh Kokhono
Brishti(2003).

Wong Kar Wai retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society screens films
of master Hong Kong filmmaker

A scene from the film A Mood for Love
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The cinema in Hong Kong is
famously Known for its so-called
‘Martial Arts' genre. The films in this
genre are characterised by their use
of Martial Arts: Kung Fu, Judo,
Boxing, Kick-Boxing and the likes.
The great namesin this genreinclude
internationally rengwned film direc-
tors like John'Woo, Stanley Kwan and
Tsui' Hark. But Wong Kar Wai is an
exception. Without indulging in this

deal with the sentimental and emo-
tional aspects of their characters. His
international fame rests largely on
the latter. To name some of his inter-
national favourites, one must men-
tion Days of Being Wild (1991),
Chungking Express (1994), Fallen

Angels (1995), Happy Together (1997),

In the Mood for Love (2000), and 2046
(2004), a futurist sequel to In the
Mood for Love.

In the Mood for Love has become a
huge international hit largely
because of its theme of unrequited
love. Both the 'silent’ lovers in the
film are unable to express their feel-
ings for each other, The isolation and
longing of Chow Mo-wan (Tony
Leung Chiu-wai) and' Su Li-zhen
(Maggie Cheung Man-yuk) are trans-
formed into a melange of intersect-

& Bang]adashShIlpakalaAcadem q_u.c_stipn _nlf this metaphysical and allegories. These sangs,-‘lyric_s ing Lord Vishnu--have also influ- . humanfeelings. ; : genre, hemakes films thatareserious  ing paths and poignantly shared
Time:November27-December03 disciplineis‘whoamI?andwhyam  have been composed on the basis  enced Banglamusic. Talented singer Shumon in their intent, and more often, they moments. The film givesits audience

a melancholic experience that
haunts them for a long time. The
music is exquisitely lovely and
touching. One can spend along time
listening toitssound trackalone.
Bom in 1958 in Shanghai, China,
Wong Has studied graphic design
from the Hong Kong Polytechnic

School'in 1980, Then he/jjoined the
television as a production assistant,
He worked with director Patrick Tam
and collaborated with' him in' his
films, His first feature As Tears Go By
was made in 1988. Wong belongs‘to
the Second Wave of Hong Kong
filmmakers who started making
films in the mid-1980s and which
includes Eddie Fong, Stanley Kwan
and CGlara Law.

Zahir Raihan Film Society will
screen four films made by Wong Kar
Wai (Days of Being Wild, Chungking
Express, Happy Together and In the
Mood for Love) and two films made
by Chinese filmmaker Chen Kaige
(Temptress Moon and The Emperor
and the Assassin) at the German
Cultural Centre’ at Road No. 8,
Dhanmondi on 24th and 25th
November 2004. The screening will
beat3:00 pm.
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