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Loan for slum

dwellers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nefrakona

Interest-free loan amounting to Tk
1,96,000 was distributed among slum
dwellers here recently, Advocate Shah
Wares Ali Mamun, Chairman of Jamalpur
Pourasabha distributed the loan among
41 female slum dwellers. Under the
Middle Town Infrastructure Davelopment
Project-2, members of wo slums out of
four slums received the loan. A total of
446 slum dwellers came under the
project. At present capital of the project
stands al Tk 12 lakh.

Schoolboy killed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

A schoolboy was killed by unidentified
killers at Ghashiara village in Sreepur
upazila on Sunday. The victim, Rajuwent
outof his house inthe evening on the day,
but did not return. After search his body
was found at the bank of the nearby Hanu
river. On information police, recovered
the body and sent for autopsy. Police
suspected he might have been strangled
by miscreants.

Epidemic killing ducks
in Moulvibazar

No vaccine available to combat viral hepatitis
in the affected areas

RAJAT KANTI GOSWAMI, Moulvibazar

Hundreds of ducks died of viral
hepatitis which broke out in an
epidemic formin the district.

The disease, new of its kind, took
a heavy toll in the district recently.
Lack of medicine and proper treat-
ment facilities aggravated the situa-
tion.

According tolocal people and the
Livestock Department, several
hundred ducks were attacked with
the disease in Alisharkul, Mirzapur,
Srimongal, Ashidrone, Isabpur and
Bharaurain Srimongal upazila.

According to Srimongal Upazila
Livestock Officer, the disease is

completely a new one. Observing
the symptoms of the disease theyare

roviding treatment facilities but it
did not yield satisfactory result, the
officer said. He said that duck farm
owners have become worried about
theirfate.

Sitesh Chandra Deb, aprominent
duck farm owner told local journal-
ists, over 100 ducks of his farm died
ofthedisease.

According to veterinary physi-
cians, after the attack, eyes of ducks
swelled making them blind. The
ducks did not take food and at one

stage theydied.

Moulvibazar district Livestock
Departments officials said the
vaccine of the new disease is yetto
bemanufactured.

Meanwhile, several hundred
cattle died of cattle diseases during
the last several weeks which broke
out in an epidemic form in
Borolekha upazila.

Local people said the disease
broke out in different areas of
Jayfarnagar, Bhukshimul, Paschim
Juri, and Talimpur unions situated
in Hakaluki haor areas in Boro-
lekha, Juriand Kulaura upazilas.

According to Bhukshimul Union
Parishad Chairman Siraj Uddin
Ahmed Badshah, several hundred
cattle including one of his buffaloe
died ofthedisease.

Farmersin the affected areas also
said they had lost many of their
cattle due to lack of treatment
facilities.

Meanwhile, an acute fodder
crisis has been prevailing in the
affected areas due to this year's
prolonged flood. As a result, local
farmers are compelled to feed their
cattle rotten straw. This might be the
cause of outbreak of the disease,
farmers apprehended.

Work on Tk 3 cr
modern
museum starts
at Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Work on a modern museum at Old
Collectorate building here started
hererecently.

The government sanctioned Tk
3 crore for its construction this
fiscal.

The Public Works Department
(PWD) is now renovating and
repairing the building to setup the
museLm.

Barisal City Corporation (BCC)
Mayor Mazibar Rahman Sarwar
MP and State Ministe for Cultual
Affairs Begum Selima Rahman
expressed their firm determination
to set up the museum within the
stipulated time,

Accordingto official sources, the
150-year-old Collectorate building
was declared abandoned several
years back.

Flood victims yet to get house
building grant in Bogra
Thousands still living under open sky

HASIBUR RAHMAN, Bogra

The government s yet to sanction
house building grant to flood vic-
tims of 54,000 damaged houses in
nineupazilas.

As a result thousands of people
are still living under open sky,
according to a responsible officer in
thedistrictadministration.

The fell victims due to flood,
incessant rains and river erosion in
themonthofAugust.

District Relief and Rehabilitation
Office (DRRO) sources told this
correspondent over 54, 389 houses
were fully or partly damaged in
Dhunat, Shariakandi, Sonatola and
sixotherupazilasincluding Sherpur.

At least 23, 255 houses were
damaged in Dhunat upazila alone
due to flood, rin and Jamuna ero-
siopwhile mere than 15,000 houses,
gotdamagedby flood and erosion by

the Jamuna and Bangali rivers in
Shariakandi upazila.

Shariakand Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Akbar Hossain told
this correspondent, the authorities
distributed one lakh 38,000 taka
which was sanctioned earlier to
rebuild houses. But the grant was
insufficient. It is not possible to
distribute allocated one lakh and 49
thousand taka among flood victims
in Dhunat upazila area as the
amount was insufficient, according
to local UNO Al-Amin.

DRRO sources said, government
realised four lakh taka house build-
ing grant to rebuild 400 houses inthe
affected areas. But the government
iswyet to respond to the demand for
additional allocation of over 20 lakh
taka required for repair of damaged
54,000 houses said, a responsible
official of DRRO, . | v

On average, the govemrnen{

allocated Tk 13 for rebuilding each
house. About 38,000 houses were
damaged in flood affected Sherpur
upazila, according to sources in
local administration. An amount of
Tk 4,000 was allocated to rebuild
1,345 damaged houses in Gabtoli
upazila, accordingto DRRO sources.

Concerned officials said the
government allocated 1,792 metric
tons (MT) of rice for maintenance of
1,702 kilometer (KM) road, 17 km
embankment, 187 small size bridges
and culverts and 501 other estab-
lishments under post flood Test
Relief (TR) Programme.

All the upazila authorities are yet
to submit their project proposal
(PP), according to DRRO sources.

Work on the TR Project was
supposed to be started by October

15, according to a senior official of,

the districtadministration.
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Anacute crisis of seeds prevails in Gaibandhain the ongoing boro culllvatlorl season. Farmers are seenstanding in.
along queue in frontofthe BADC Seed Office on V-Aid Roadin the district town on Monday.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Department

Office of the Executive Engineer
District: Sylhet

Memo No. LGED/XEN/Sy!/05-285/2004/3875
Rural Transport Improvement Project (RTIP)

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
IFB No. 41/2004-2005

1. The People's Republic of Bangladesh has received a credit from the International Development
Assaciation (hereinafter referred to as he IDA) towards the cost of the Rural Transport
Improvement Project (RTIP) and intends to apply part of the funds to cover eligible payments under
the conlract as mentioned in para-2.

2. The Local Government Engineering Department (LGED), Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, represented by the Executive Engineer, LGED, District: Sylhet invites sealed bids from
eligible bidders for the construction and completion of the following works:

Dated: 09/11/04

Mogalgaon UP Office Road
(Chainage 4+500 to
9+454=4.954km)

Name of the work Contract | Bid security Time for Price of bidding
; package no. in Taka completion (Days) | document (Tk)
Improvement  of:  Badaghat- | SyVUR-46 | 3,10,000.00 550 3,000.00

documents.

23.11.2004 to 20.12.2004.

LGED, District: Sylhet.

DFP-27563-17/11/04
G-1137

3.  The bidders may inspect the bidding documents, obtain further information and clarification at the
office of the Executive Engineer, LGED, District: Sylhet, Tel: 0821-716116 or the office of the
Project Director, RDP-26, LGED Bhaban (Level-5), Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207,
Tel: 9122435, 9122432, The bidder must be eligible in post qualification as specified in the bidding

4. Apre-bid conference will be held on 30.11.2004 at 12:00 Noon in the office of the undersigned and
all bidders are requested to attend the conference on time.

5.  Acomplete set of bidding documents may be purchased by any eligible bidder from the office of the
Project Director [Address: LGED Bhaban (Level-5), Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207]
or the Deputy Commissioner, District: Sylhet or the Superintendent of Police, District: Sylhet or the
Upazila Engineer, Upazila: Sadar, District: Sylhet or the undersigned on submission of a written
application upon the payment of a non-refundable fee as mentioned in para-2 for each set in the
form of Pay Order/Bank Draft from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh drawn in favour of the
Executive Engineer, LGED, District: Sylhet. Additional sets of bidding documents may be
purchased at the same price. The bidding documents will be available during office hours from

6.  Allbids must be accompanied by a bid security of amount as mentioned in table, para-2, in the form
of Bank Draft/Pay Order/Demand Draft/Bank Guarantee drawn in favour of the Executive Engineer,

7. Al bids must be delivered to the office of the Deputy Commissioner, District: Sylhet or the
Superintendent of Police, District: Sylhet or the Upazila Engineer, Upazila: Sadar, District: Sylhet or
the undersigned on or before 1:00 PM of 21.12.2004.

8.  Bids will be opened at 2:00 PM on 21.12.2004 at the office of the undersigned in presence of the
bidders or their authorised representalives who choose lo attend.

9.  Bidders may deliver/submit bids personally or by registered mall or by courier services, efc. and
bids must reach to the office(s) mentioned at para-7 on or before 1:00 PM of 21.12.2004.

10. A general information regarding the bidding will be available at the LGED Web Site
(http://www.lged.org).

11.  The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any reason.

Executive Engineer
LGED, Sylhet

Satkhira BSCIC Estate now
a grazing ground

Entrepreneurs lack interest because of
availability of smuggled Indian goods

at cheaper rate

ABU AHMED, Satkhira

Satkhira BSCIC (Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation) Industrial Estate
has been turned into a grazing
ground.

In 1985, the estate was set up on
15.75 acres ofland ata cost of over Tk
3 crore at Benerpota village on
Satkhira-Khulna highway. But no
significant number of industrial
units were built here even after 19
years ofits establishment.

Lack of entrepreneurs' interest,
complication in obtaining bank
loan, unplanned earth development
work, lack of raw materials, drainage
system, frequent power failure,
market price of the products have
been identified as the major causes
of failure of the project.

A senior official of the estate told
The Daily Star the industrial town
has 96 plots, The plots are divided
into A, B and special categories.
Initially, BSCIC allotted 50 plots to
entrepreneurs and 23 units went
into production.

But now only nine small indus-
tries are running here. Fourteen
industries were closed down due to
continuous loss incurred by the
ownérs. The running industries are
Chingri Bangla Hatchery, Ichamati
Hatchery, Pacts Hatchery, Raj
Enterprise (fuel made from husk
grains), Dhaka Foods Bakery, Grihini
Mashalla (Spices), Bhai-Bhai Plastics,
Satkhira Concrete, Bangladesh Fish
Feed and Chemical.

Besides, Satkhira Slaughter,
United Hatchery and Koreshi
Enterprise are expected to go into
operationwithin ashorttime.

On contact, Ashrafuzzaman
Ashu, Vice President of Satkhira
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries said itis hard to cope with
uneven competition due to avail-
ability of smuggled Indian goods in
local markets.

On contact, BSCIC Deputy
Director Sayed Hasanuzzaman told
this corespondent that BSCIC has
launched various programmes to
create interest so that entrepreneurs
come forward for setting up indus-

trial units.

However, some businessmen in
the town said there is a bright pros-
pect of establishing industries like
salt mills, rice mills, shrimp pro-
cessing, jelly, tannery, food pro-
cessing, fish mills, cold storage,
flour mills, vegetable cold storage,
poultry firm, zinc fertilizer, cane
and bamboo based industries,
here.

Meanwhile, the BSCIC authori-
ties prepared a list of 10 items
which can be produced by women
labourers. BSCIC will supply raw
materials and offer market facilities
for this items. The item included
food item, jute based handicraft,
timber product, sweet from honey,
bamboo basket, toys, crockeries
etc.

While talking to this correspon-
dent, Dr. Aftabuzzaman a renowned
businessman of Satkhira said he
plans to set up a processing plan in
the BSCICindustrial town.

At least 2,500 job opportunities
would be created if industrial units
are grown herein aplanned manner.

PHOTO: STAR
Cattle grazing inside Satkhira BSCIC Industrial Estate. Lack of entrepreneurs® interest, other factors behind failure of
the Tk 3 crproject.

BANGLADESH
Enterprise Growth and Bank
Modernization Project
(EGBMP)

IDA Credit No. 3917-BD
Request for Expression of Interest
For Selection of a Public

Relations Consultant

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangﬁa?sh has
received a credit from the International Development
Association (IDA), and intends to apply part of the proceeds
of this credit to payments under the contract for hiring a
Public Relations Consultant for Bangladesh Bank.

The main tasks of the Public Relations Consultant shall be:

e Work with the Staff and Management Team of Bangladesh
Bank (BB) in conveying to the general public the objectives of
the banking sector reform and counter incarrect public ideas;

e Prepare and arrange press releases, news items, speeches of
the Governor and others, media and TV interviews;

e Help preparing a Public Information Strategy; and

e Keep close contact with other journalism professionals.

More details are provided in the Terms of Reference.

The Public Relations Consuitant will be appointed for a twelve-

month period--with the option of a further twelve-month extension

thereafter.

The Public Relations Consultant is expected to have extensive (at

least eight years) media and communications experience;

recognized qualifications In the field, preferably with Masters in

Communication and/or Journalism; and to be recognized as a well-

seasoned professional in the field of journalism/media.

The Finance Division, Ministry of Finance, now invites eligible

individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the

services (documents may include Curriculum Vitae with description
of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, etc.).

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set

out in the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of

Consultants by World Bank borrowers, January 1997 (revised

September 1997, January 1999, and May 2002).

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the

address below from 0900 to 1600 hours on working days, except

Thursdays, from the address below.

Expression of interest must be delivered to the address below by 30

November, 2004.

Md. Quddus Khan

Joint Secretary (Banking Policy)
Finance Division, Ministry of Finance
and the Project Coordinator, EGBMP
Room No, 303/A, Building No. 7

DFP-27221-9/11/04 Bangladesh Secretariat,

G-1119 Dhaka, Bangladesh
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